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Mufk Cow, with the Head of the Bull — — 8 

A full-grown Elk or Moofe, with the velvet or young 
Horns, and a full grown Pair on the Ground ; fi-om a 
Painting by Mr. Stubbs, communicated to me by that 
liberal CharaiSter, the late Ur. Hunter. 
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CLASS I. (LU A D R U P E D S. 

D I V... I. H O O F E D. 

// I S r. U A D. Gen'us il 

Anierican Ox, Wjl, p. 19. W,~BmtUlex vi. 198. 

O x. With fliort, black, rounded horns; with a great fpace 
between their bales : on the lliouklers a v'all bunch, coni- 
pofed of a flefliy fubflance, much elevated ; the fore part of the 
body tliick and llrong : the hind part Dender and weak : tail a fiiot 
long, naked to the end, which is tufted : the legs fhort and thick. 

The head and lliouklers of the Bui.l are covered with very long 
flocks of reddifli woolly hair, falling over the eyes and horns, leav- 
ing only die points of the latter to be feen : on the chin, and along 
the dewlaps, is a great length of fliaggy hairs ; the rcll of tlic body 
during fummer is naked, in winter is cloathed equally in all parts. 
The Cow is lefler, and wants die fliaggy coat, which gives the Bull 
fo tremendous an afpeft. 

It grows to a great fize, even to the weight of fixteen hundred 
or two thoufand four liundred pounds *. The ftrongeft man can- 
not lift the hide of one of thefe animals from the ground f- 

• havjfo’h 116“ t Catejby, \i. App. 
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The Bi/o/f and Aurochs Europe is certainly the fame ipecies with 
this } the difference confifts in the foririer being lefs lhaggy, and the 
haii- neither fo foft nor woolly, nor the hind parts lb weak. Both 
European and American kinds fcent of mulk. 

In an'cient times they were found in different parts of the old 
world, but went under different names ; the Bonafus of Artftollc, the 
Urus of Crcjar^ the Bos ferns of Straboy the Bijon of Pliny y and the 
Bijlvn of Oppian, fo ealkd ifotn its beijig found among the Bijlones, 
a people of Thrace. According to thefe authorities, it was found in 
their days in Media and in Pceonia, a province of Macedonia ; am.ong 
the Alps, and in the great llercynian foreff:, which extended from 
Germany even into Sarmalia*. In later rlays a white Ipecies wxts a 
native of the Scotlifl.) mountains ■, it is now extindt in its favage ftate, 
but the olFspring, fufffciently wild, is fiill to be feen in the parks of 
Drumlanrigy in the .South of Scotland, and of Chillinghain Caflie in 
Northumberland f . 

In thefe times it is found in very fetv places in a ftate of nature ; 
it is, as far as we know, an inhabitant at prefent only of the forefts 
of Lithvaniay and among the Carpatbhin mountains, within tlie ex- 
tent of tlie great llercynian wood its antient haunts ; and in Afiay 
among the vaft mountains of Caitcajus. 

It is difficult to fay in what manner thefe animals migrated ori- 
ginally fi'otn the old to the new world ; it is moft likely it was 
from the north of Afta, wiiich in very antient times miglit liavc been 
itocked with them to its mofl <’xtremc parts, notwithffanding they 
a.m now extinef. At that period there is a probability that the old 
and the new continents might have been united in the narrow chan- 

vD 


/irijJoi. Hifl. Jn, lib. ii, c. i. — Bell, GalL lib. vi. — Piinii Hijh Nat. lib. 
XV. c. i y'--^Oppi(vt Cy?/cg. ii. Lin. i6o. 

j Bid ZcoL i. 3. — Hebriiies, 124. — 9 cup Scot/. Part ii. p. 285. 

I Tlicic is a. very fine figure of the European Bijon in Mr. Pudin^ePs Jaghm Phicre. 
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ncl between Tchutki mjs and the oppofite headlands of America i 
and the many illands olF of tliat promontory, with the Aleutian or 
TVew Fox Iflands, fomewhat more diftant, ftretching vciy near to 
America, may with great reafon be fuppofed to be fi agn icnts of land 
which joined the two continents, and formed into their infular ftate 
by the mighty convulfion which divided Afia from Araerka. Spain 
was probably thus disjoined from Africa ; Britain from France Ice- 
land from Greenland ; Spitzbergen from Lapland. 

But that they palled from Afia to America is far the more proba- 
ble, than that they ftocked the new world fjom the fide of Eurepe, 
not only on account of the prefent narrownefs of the llreight between 
the two continents, which gives a greater caufe to fuppofe them to 
liavc !'/cen once joined; but that vre arc now arrived at a certainty, 
that thele animals in aniient days were natives of Sihiria: the fculls, 
with the horns affixed, of a fize far fuperior to any known at this 
time, have been found follll not only on the banks of the llga, which 
fills into the Ixna, but even in chofe of the Anadyr, the moft eaftern 
of the Sihirian rivers, and which dirembogucs north ol Kamtjehatha 
into thofe llreights ; fimilar fculls ami horns have been difeovered 
near Dirjehau, in Poland, alio of a gigantic magnitiule ; and in my 
opinion of the fime fpecies with the modern B/fons *, 

In America thefe animals are found in the countries fix hundred 
miles well ol FludJ'on’s Bay this is their mod northern rdidence. 
krorn thence they are met with in great droves as low as Cibnlc f , in 
lat, 33, a little north of California, and alfb in the province of Mi~ 
vera, in New Mexico J ; the fpecies inllantly ceales fouth of thofe 

* Nov. Com. Petrop. yvii, 460. tab. xi. xii. — I am forry to diffent from my 
efteemt'd friend Doflor Pal/a<, who thinhs them to be tiie horns of Buffaloes ; which 
are longer, ftraitcr, and angular, 

t t^urckas, iv. 1 j6o, 1566. J Fcrr.andez, Nov. IPfp. X. c. 30. — Heraaniiez, 'F. 
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countries. They inliabit Canada, to the weft of the lakes ; and in 
greater abundance in the rich Javannas which border the river Mif- 
ftftfi, and the great rivers vchich fall into it from the weft, in the 
Lcuiftana*. There they are feen feeding in herds innumera- 
ble, promifcuoiifly with multitudes of ftags and deer, during morn- 
ing and evening; retiring in the lukry heats into the ihade of tall 
reeds, which border the rivers oi America. 

They are exceedingly Ihy ; and very fearful of man, unlefs they 
are wounded, when they purfue tlieir enemy, and become very 
dangerous. 

The chafe of rhefc animals is a fivoritc diverfion of the In- 
dians : it is effected in two ways ; hril, by fliooring ; wlieri the 
markfman mufl take great care to go againft the wind, for their 
fmell is fo exquifite that the moment they get frent of him they 
inftantly retire with the utrnolt precipitation f. He aims at their 
flioulders, that they inay drop at once, and not be irritated by an 
ineffectual wound. Provided die wind does not favor the beaft's, 
they may be approachetl very near, being blinded by the hair which 
covers their eyes. The other metliod is performed by a great 
number of men, who divide and form a vaft Iquare: each band 
fets fire to the dry grafs of the frvanna where the herds are feeding; 
tltefe animals have a great dread of fire, which they fee approach, 
on all fides ; they retire from it to tlie center of the fquare J ; the 
bands clofe, and kill them (prefled together in heaps) without the 
left hazard. It is pretended, titat on every expedition of this nature, 
they kill fifteen hundred or two thouftnd beeves. 

The hunting-grounds are prefcribetl wdtii great farm, leaft the 
different bands fliould meet, and interfere in the diveidion. Pe- 

^ Du Pratty ii. 50. u 116. 286, |- Du FratZy i. 49, ii, 227. 

I Churltvoi^, N, FrancCp v. 192. 
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nalties are enadled on fuch wI\o inlringe the regulations, as well 
as on thole who quit their polls, and fuOcr the beads to cfcape 
from the hollow fquares ; the puniihraents are, the fti ipping the 
delinquents, the taking away their arms (which is the greatell 
difgj-acc a lavage can undergo), or lallly, the demolition of their 
cabins 

The tiles of thefe animals are various. The Indians often fix the Uus. 

hoofs ofBufialoes to their own feet, to deceive tlieir enemies and 
avoitl being tracked; and Ibmetimcs ufe foi- the fame purpofe the 
broad paws of the bearf. Powder-ilalks arc made of their horns. 

The Ikins are very valuable ; in old times tlie Indians made of 
diem die bell targets When dreffetl, they form an excellent Skin. 

bulfi the Indians drelis them with the iiair on, and c loath them- 
feives with tliem ; the Europeans of- Lomjuma ulc them for blankets, 
and find them light, warm, and loft. Tlie flelh is a confidcrable 
article of food, and the bunch on the back is elleented a very great 
delicacy. The Bulls become exceffiveiy fat, anti yiekf great quan- 
tity of tallow, a hundred and fifty pounds weight has been got from Tallow. 
a fingle beall ||, whicli forms a conliderable matter of commerce. 

Thefe over-fed animals ufuaily become the prey of Wolves ; for, 
by reafon of their great unwielclinefs, diey cannot keep up with the 
licrd. 

The Indians, by a very bad policy, prefer the flefh of the Cows ; 
which in time will dellroy the fpecies ; they complain of the l ank- 
nefs of that of the Bulls ; but Du Pratz thinks the lail much more 
render, and that the ranknefs might be prev'-ented, by cutting off 
die tellicles as foon as the beall is killed. 

'Fhe hair or wool is fpun into clodi, gloves, llockings, ;tnci gar- Ua-r. 

ters, which are very ftrong, and look as well as thole matle ov the 

CharJe^uoiXi \\ f Adair, 385. X Vurchas/is* 155^' 
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bcft il’ieeps wool ; Governor Fotvnall afliircs us, that the mod luxu- 
rious tabrick might be made of it*. The fleece of one of thefe 
animals has been found to weigh eight pounds. 

1 lieir fagacity in defending themfelvcs againfl: the attacks of 
Wolves is admirable; when they feent the approach of a drove of 
thole ravenous creatures, the herd dings itfelf into the form of a 
circle ; the wcakeft keep in the middle, the ftrongeft are ranged 
on the outfidc, prefenting to the enemy an impenetrable front of 
horns : fhould they be taken by furprize, and liave recourfe to 
flight, numbers of the fatteft or the weakell are fure to perift f . 

Attem})ts have been made to tame and domellicate the wild, by 
catching the calves and bringing them up with the common kind, 
in hopes of improviiig the Itreed. It has not yet been found to 
anlwi'r ; notwithfeanding they had die appearance for a time of 
having loft their fwage nature, yet they always grevr impatient of 
reftraint, and, by realon of their great ilrength, would break down 
the ftrongcll; inclofure, and entice the tame cattle into the corn- 
fields. 1 Jicy have been known to engender together, and to breed j 
but I cannot learn whether the i]iccie.s was rneiioi'atcd j; by the 
intcrcourfe: probably pcrfeverance in continuing the croftes is 
only wanted to cffl'Ct their thorough domeilication ; as it i.s no- 
torious that the Bijons of the old world were the original flock of 
all our tame cattle. 

riiefc Nverc the only animals which had any affinity to the Eurc- 
pean cattle on the firft difeovery of the new world : before that pe- 
riod, it w'as in poffi'ffion of neither Jlorfe nor Afs, Cow nor 
Sheep, Hog, Goat, nor yet that fiithful animal the Dog. Man- 
kind were here in a ftate of nature ; their own paffions unfubdued, 
they never thought of conquering thofe of the brute creation, 

1 -pg. Di fcr, A. Jm. 8. j- Du Praia, 228. J Kalm, i, 207. 
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and rendering them fubfervient to their will. The few animals 
which they liad congenerous to thofe mentioned, might polTibly by 
induiby have been reclamed. Tlris animal might have been 
brought to all the ufes of t\\c European Cow; the Pccari might 
have been fubftituted for tire Hog; the Fox or Wolffor the Dog: 
but the natives, living wholly by chafe, v/erc at war witli the 
animal creation, and neglefted tire cultivation of any part, except 
the lad:, which was imperfectly tamed. 

Such is the cafe even to the preient hour ; for neither the ex- 
ample of the Europeans, nor the vifihle advantages which refuk 
from an attention to that ufeful animal the Cow, can induce the 
Indian to [)ay any reipeCt to it. He contemns every fpecies of 
domeflic labour, except what is necellary for forming a provilion 
of bread. Fvery wigwam or village has its plantation of Mayz, 
or Indian corn, and on that is his great dependence, iliould the 
chafe prove unfucccfsful. 

Domefticated cattle are capable of enduring very rigorous cli- 
mates ; Cows ai'e kept at f^dckjock in Lecha Lapmark, not tar from Lap mark- 
the arClic circle ; but thev do not breeil there, the fuccelhon bcin.?’ 
prefer ved by importation: yet in Iceland, a fmall portion of which Icecanu. 
is within the circle, cattle abound, and breed as in more fouthern 
latitudes : they are generally fed with hay, as in other places ; but 
where thei e is fcarciry of fodder, they are fed with the fifh called the 
Sea-Wolf, and the heads and bones of Cod beaten fmall, atid itiixcd 
with one quarter of chopped hay : tlte cattle are fond of it, and, 
what is wonderful, yield a conliderable quantity of milk. It need 
not be laid tliat the luille is bad. 

Kamtjehatka, like Jmerica, was in equal watnt of e'very dornellic Kamtschatka. 
animal, except a wolf-like Dog, till the Ruffians of lace years intro- 
duced the Cow and Horfe. 'Die colts and calves brought from the 
north into the rich paftures of Kamtfchalka, where the grals is high, 

grow 
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grow to fuch a fize, that no one would ever fulped them to be de- 
fcendeil from the Ponies and Runts of the Ijna *. The Jrgalit 
tlie flock of the tame Sheep, abounds in the mountains, but even 
to tiiis time are only objeds ^ cliafe. The natives are to this hour 
as uncultivated as the good Mimder dcfcribes the primary natives 
of Laikm to have been, before the introduction of arts and fd- 
ences. 

Qjjeis n«^quc mos, nequc cultus crat, ncc jungeT<? tauros^ 

Aut componere opes norant^aut parcere 
Se4 rami atque afper vittu v^natus alebat. 

No law^ they know, no maimers, nor the care 
Of laboring Oxen, 6r the fhining Share ; 

No arts of gain, nor what they gain’d to fparc : 

Their exercife th^ chafe * the running flood 
Supplied their thirft ; the trees fuppUed their food. 

Dryden* 



Mafe Ox, Mijl, ^ad. N® 9. 

Le Bopuf deM* yercnne% Vty. au Nord, nl 3 1 4.*— C/w/if^wx, N, Tramet, 

V. i 94,~L)KV. Mirs. 


BULL. With horns clofcly united at the bafe j bending in- 
wards and downwards ; turning outwards towards their ends, 
which taper to a point, and are very fharp ; near the bafe are two 
feet in girth j are only two feet long meafured along (be curva- 
ture: weight of a pair, feparated from the head, fometimes is fixty 
pounds f . 

The hair is of a dufley red, extremely fine, and fo long as to trail 
on the ground, and render” the beaft a feeming fhapelefs mafs, with- 


* Pallas, Sp. fafe, xi. 76 . 
t M, Jmmie, in Vys^ges au Ner^, iii. 315 . 
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out dl'iinfhnn of head or taiP: the lc.^s and tail very ihort: the 
rUe into a lump. 

In (iza lower ib^ a Deer, bittlajger as> to belly and quarters "i. 
I h^ve obly foen tJie head of this animal j tile rell of the defeription 
hs t^ken from the authorides referred to : but the friendlhip of 
^ received lad: year a very cc.a/j’-lnce flcin of the 
cow of this fpccies, of the ape of ilirce years, 'whi'Ji cis.^blcs rpe to 
gi'/e the following ch fcripiion ; 

Cow. The nofu'ils long and open: the two middle cutting 
teeth broad, and Ih.up-tdpcd } the duce on tech fide liiull, and 
ftuncaU'd ; under am! upper Up-, cov'cred with ihott white hairs on 
tluir fute parr, and wiih })ale bi'own on their lidcs: hair down the 
Ujiudle of the (oieiioad kjng .utd Cieflj on die cheeks fmesotfi and 
extremely long and pendulous, foirping with that on thu diroat a 
long beaid; the hair along the neck, fiJes, and rump lung*- in the 
feme manner, and almoll touches the ground ■; fiom the hind part 
of the head to the jlrouldets is a bed of \ety long; (oft hair, forming 
ati upiight mane *. in the old beads the fjwcc betw'ctn the fhouldcrs 
files into a hundn the kgs are vay Ihort, covered with fmooth 
vvhitdh haiisj thole which encircle the hoofs very long, and of a 
pure white: hoofs Ihort, broad, and black: the falfe hoots l.T*ge In 
proportion: tail only three inelies long, a mere ilnmp, covered 
Muh very long haii's, fo as to be undifiringuilhable to the fight. Of 
the tail, the Kjllmauy. t;f the noith-wdl llde of the bay make a cap 
of a tivtil horrible ap])earance; for the hairs 611 all round their 
head, and cover their iaces ; yet it is of iiugtiiar Icrvice in keeping 
off the Mufquetoes, which would otherwife be. mfoicrablei|i. 

Space betvvcen tlw Itorns nine inches: the hovns are placed ck- 
adly on the hdcs of che headj arc whitlfh, thirteen inches ant! a 

* 'Jo cm!/’, iu rjci^ii cJti AW, iii 315. -f Dta^^s's Voj, «. z 6 o. 

X Ehi/s ft). 732 ,. 
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half long i eight inches and a half round at the bafe ; of the fame 
fort of curvature with tliofe of the Bull: the ears are three inches 
quite ereft; flrarp-pointed, but dilate much in the middle j 
are thickly lined with hair of a dufky color, marked with a ftripe 
of white. 

The color of the hair black, except on tliefe parts; — from the 
bait' of one horn to that of the otlter, is a bed of white and light 
ruft-colorcd hair ; the mane is dufky, tinged with red, which is con- 
tinued in a narrow form to the middle of the back ; on which is a 
large roundiflt bed of pure white, and the hairs in tliat fpace fhorter 
than any of the reft, not exceeding three inches in length, and of a 
pale brov/n towards their roots. 

The hairs are of two kinds, tire longeft meafui'e feventeen inches ; 
are very line and glofty, and when examined appear quite flat ; this 
is the black part, which cloaths moft part of the animal. 

The bed of hair between the hoi'iis, and that which runs along 
the top of the neck, is far finer and fofter than any human hair, and 
appears quite round. The white bed is ftill finer, and approaches 
to the nature of wool. 

Beneath every part of the hair grows in great plenty, and often in 
flocks, an afli-colored wool, moft exquifitely fine, fuperior, I think, 
to any I have feen, and which might be very ufeful in manufac- 
tures if fulficient could be procured. I give full credit to M. Je~ 
remie, who fays, that he brought fome of tire wool to Francey and 
got ftockings made with it, more beautiful than thofe of filk *. 
The ftcin is thin. 

The length of the whole hide, from nofe to tail, is about fix feet 
four inches : of die head alone fourteen inches. The legs could 
ntrt be well meafured, but were little more than a foot long. 


* Voy. au Norii, iii. 314. 
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The fituation of thefe animals is very local. They appear firft in 
the tra61; between Churchill river and that of Sealsy on the weft fide 
of Hudjm*s Bay. They are very numerous between the latmides Gb 
and 73 north, which is as far as any tribes of Indians go. They 
live in herds of twenty or thirty. Mr. Hearn * has feen in tlie high 
latitudes feveral herds in one day’s walk. They delight moft in the 
rocky and barren mountains, and feldom frequent the woody parts 
of the countiy. They run nimbly, and are very ailive in climbing 
the rocks. The fle(h taftes very ftrong of MiiOc, and the heart is 
fo ftrongly infedled as hardly to be eatable but the former is very 
wholefome, having been found to rcftore fpecdily to health the ftckly 
crew who made it their food y. 

They are (hot by the Indians for the fake of the meat and Ikins, 
the laft from its warmth making excellent blankets. They are 
brought down on fledges to the forts annually during winter, with 
about three or four thoufand weight of the flefti. Thefe are called 
Churchill Buffaloes, to diftinguifli them from the laft fpccies, which 
are in Hudfun’s Bay called Inland Buffaloes, of which only die 
tongues are brought as prefents J. 

They are found alfo in the land of the Cris or Crifiinaux, and die 
Jjjinihouels : again among die Attimojpiquay, a nation fuppofed to 
inhabit about the head of the river of Seals §, probably not very re- 
mote from the South Sea. They ai-e continued from thefe coun- 
tries fouthward, as low as the provinces of ^dvera and Cikla ; for 
Father Marco di Nifa, and Gomara, plainly deferibe both kinds jj. 

* The gentleman who undertook, in 1770, 1771, 1772^ the arduous journey to 
the Icy Sea, from Prince of Wales* s Fort, Pludfon^ s Bay, To him, through Mr. 
intereft, I am indebted for the fkin and tliis information. 

f Dragees Voy, ii. 260. t Fir, GrahanCs MS, 

\ Dobbses lludforCs Bay, 19, 25. || Purchas, iv. 1561. v. 854. 
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Some of tlie fkulls of this fpecies have been difcovered on the 
mofly plains near the mouth of the Ohy in Sibiria. It is not laid 
Ttow remote from the fea; if far, they probably in fome period 
mi[^irhave been common to the north of JJia and of America ; if 
near the fliore, it is polTible that the carcafcs might have floated on 
the ice from America to the places whei’e the remains might have 
been found *. Of this fpecies was the head, and fuch weJ'e the 
means of conveyance, from the coall of Ihdjhis or Baffin’s^ men- 
tioned by Mr. FabriciuSy and which he faw^ fo brought to Green- 
land f ; for it could not liave been, as he conjeftures, the head of 
the grunling Ox, an animal found only in tire very interior parts of 
northern Af.a. 

• Pulhu, in Cm. Petnp. xvii. 601. tab. .'ivii. f Faun, Green!. 1$. 
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S H E E P. Ilifi. ^ad. Genus III. 

ARGALI: Wild Sheep, Hljl Shfad. N» n. H. p. 38 Smdlie, vi. 205.. 

Lev. Mus. 

T H E Sheep, in its wild ftate, inhabits the north-eaft of 

beyond lake Baikal^ between the Onon and Jr^nu, to the 
height of latitude 60, on the call of the Lena, and from tiunce to 
Kamtfchatka, and perhaps the Kurile iflands. 1 dare not j)rciiOunce 
that they extend to the continent o( Jmerica ■, yet I iiave received 
fromDo6tor Pallas a fringe of very fine- tv/ifted w(X)!, which had or- 
namented a drefs from tlie ifle of liadjak ; and I have myfclf an- 
other piece from the habit of the ylmcrkans in latitude 50. The 
firft was of a fnowy whitenef., and of unparalleled finencls i the 
other as fimt, but of a pale brown color : die firft appeared to be 
the wool which grows intermixed with the hairs of tlie ylrgali ; the 
laft, that whicli is found beneatli thofe of the Muik Ox. I'.ach of 
thefe animals may exift on that fide of the continent, notwitiiftand- 
ing they might have not fallen within the reach of the navigators in 
their fliort ftay off the coaft. 

Certain quadrupeds of this genus were obferved in Cnufornia by 
the miflionaries in 1697 j one as large as a Calf of one or two years 

old, 
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old, with a head like a Stag, and horns like a Ram : the tail and 
hair fpeckled, and fhorter than a Stag’s. A fecond kind was larger, 
an d vari ed in color ; fome being white, others black, and furniihed 
witli veiy good wool. The Fathers called both Sheep, from their 
great refemblance to them *. Either the Americans of latitude 50 
are po/TefTed of thefe animals, or may obtain tire fleeces by com- 
merce from the f<)uthern Indians, 

The Argali abound in Kamtjchatka ; they are the mofl: ufeful of 
their animals, for they contribute to food and cloathing. The 
Kamtfchatkans cloatli themfelves with the flcins, and efleem the fiefl:, 
On ASF, IN efpccially the fat, diet fit far the Gods. There is no labor which 
K.^mtschatka. undergo in the chafe. They abandon their habita- 

tions, with all their family, in the fpring, and continue the whole 
fummer in the employ, amidfl the rude mountains, fearlefs of the 
dreadful precipices, or of the aveknches, which often overwhelm the 
eager fportfinen. 

Thefe animals are fliot with guns or with arrows ; fometimes 
with crofs-bov/s, which are placed in the paths, and difcharged 
by means of a firing whenever the Argali happens to tread on it. 
They are often cliafcd with dogs, not that they are overtaken by 
them ; but when they are driven to tlie lofty fummits, they will 
often ftand and look as if it were with contempt on the dogs 
below, which gives the hunter an opportunity of creeping 
within reach while they are fo engaged} for they are the Ihyeft 
of animals. 

In Mongolia. Mongols zxvX fmgUfi ufe a nobler IpCcies of chafe: they 

colled together a vaft multitude of horfes and dogs, attempt- 
ing to furround them on a fudden } for fuch is their fwiftnefs and 
cunnifig, that if they perceive, eitlier by fight or fmell, the ap- 


* Ph. Tranf. abr. v. partil. 195. 
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proach of the cbajfeurs, they inftantly take to flight, and fecure 
themfelves on the lofty and inacccfllble fumniits. 

Domefticated Sheep will live even in die dreadful climate of 
Greenland. Mr. Fahricius * fays, they are kept in many places. 
They are very numerous in Iceland. Before the epidemical difealc 
which raged among them from 1740 to 1750, it v/as not un- 
common for a Angle pei fon to be pofleflcd of a thoufand or twelve 
hundred. They have upright ears, lliort tails, and often four or 
five horns f. They are fometimes kept in ftables during winter, 
but ufually left to take their chance abroad, when they commonly 
hide themfelves in the caves of exhaufted vulcanocs They arc 
particularly fond of feurvy-grafs, with wliich they grow fo tat as 
to yield more than twenty pounds. The ewes give from two to 
fix quarts of milk a day, of whicli butter and cheele is made. 
The wool is never thorn, but left on till the end of May., when it 
grows loofe, and is tlripped entirely olf in one fleece ; and a fine, 
fliort, and new w^ool appears to have grown beneath ; this con- 
tinues growing all fummer, becomes fmooth and glofly like the 
hair of Camels, but more fliaggy ]|. With the wool the natives 
manufacture their cloth j and the flefli dried is an article of com- 
merce. 

In all parts of European Rujfia are found the common Sheep. 
Thofe of the very north, and of the adjacent Fimmrk, have fhort 
tails and upright ears, and wool almoft as rude as the hair of Goats; 
but are feldom polyceratous. They fometimes breed twice in a 
year, and bi ing twins each time§. 

In the Aftatic dominions of RuJJia^ from the borders of Rvjfui 
to thofe of China, is a moll Angular variety of Sheep, dellitutc of 

♦ Faun. GcoenL p. 29. f Smellk, vi. 207, 2 1 9. ]: Horrcbovjy 46. 

j| TroiPs Foy. 138. % Leemsy 22S. 
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Color,. 

Size. 

OF Horn.‘. 

Place. 


DEE R. Uiji. Sluad. Genus VII. 

Klk^ Hift. Quad. 42.— S'/WZ/V, vi. 315 . — Lev. Mus* 

D E E R. With horns with fhort beams, fpreading into a 
broad palm, furniflicd on the outward fide with fliarp fnags ; 
the inner fide plain : no brow antlers ; finall eyes ; long flouching 
afinine ears ; noftrils large ; upper lip fquare, great, and hanging 
far over the low'er ; has a deep furrow in the middle, fo as to ap- 
pear almofi bifid : under the throat a final! cxcrefccnce, widt a long 
tuft of'coarfe black hair pendent from it: neck Ihortcr than the 
head ; along the top an upright, fiiort, thick, mane : withers ele- 
vated : tail fliort: legs long; the hind legs the fi'iorteft : hoofs 
much cloven. 

Color of the mane a liglit brown ; of the body in general a hoary 
brown ; tail diilky above ; wliite beneath. The vaft fize of die 
head, the fliortnefs of tlic neck, and the length of the ears, give 
tiie bealt a deformed and ftupid look. 

I'hc greateft height of this animal, which I have heard of, is 
feventeen hands ; the greatell weight i 229 pounds. 

The laigefl horns I have feen arc in the houfe of the Ihdjon’s 
Bay Company; they weigh fifty-fix pounds; their length is thirty - 
two inches ; breadth of one of the palms thirteen inches and a half; 
f^jace between tioint and point thirty-four. 

ddie female is lefier than tlie male, and wants horn.s. 

Inhabits the ifie of Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, and the wellcrn fide 
of the Bay of Fundy, Canada, and the country round the great 
lakes, alrnolt as far /buth as the rivci' Ohio’*. Tliefe are its prefent 


Du Pratz , 1. 301. 
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northern and fouthcrn limits. In all ages it afFcded the cold and 
wooded regions in Europe, Afia, and America. They are found in 
all the woody tracts of the temperate parts of linffia, but not on the 
Arctic flats, nor yet in Kamtjehaika. , In Sihiria drey are of a mon- 
ftrous fizC, particularly among the mountains. 

The Elk and the Moofe are the fame fpccics ; the Lift derived 
fi'om Mufu, which, in thie*Algonkin language ftgnities that animal *. 
The EngH/ij ufed to call it the Black Moefe, to diftinguifli it from 
the Stag, which they named the Grey Moofe f. The French call it 
V Original. 

Thefe ttnimals refide amidll forefts, for the convenicncy of brou- 
fing the boughs of trees, becaule they are prevented from grazing 
with any kind of eafe, by reafon of the lliortnefs of their necks and 
length of their legs. They often have recourfe to water-plants, 
wliich they can readily get at by wading. M Sarrafm fays, that tlicy 
are very fond of the anagyris fxtida, or ftinking bean trefoil, and 
will uncover the fnow with their feet in order to get at it. 

In paihng through t'he woods, they raife their heads to a hori- 
zontal pofition, to prevent their horns from being entangled in the 
liranches. 

I'ltey have a fingular gait : their pace is a fliambling trot, but 
they go with great fwiftnefs. In their common walk they lift their 
feet very high, and will without any difllculty ftep over a gate live 
feet high. 

They feed principally in the night. If they graze, it is always 
againft an afeent ; an advantage drey ufe for the reafon above ;d - 
figned, They ruminate like the Ox. 

They go to nit in autumn; are at that time very furious, fteking 
tire female by fwimming from ifle to ifle. They bring two young 
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at a birth, in the month of Jpril, which follow the dam a whole 
year. J3uring the fummer they keep in families. In deep fnows 
they colleft in numbers in the forefts of pines, for protedion from 
the inclemency of the weather under the fhelter of tliofe ever- 
greens. 

They are very inoffenfive, except in the rutting-feafoji ; or except 
they ar'- wounded, when they will turn on the allailant, and attack 
him witii their horriS, or trample him to death beneath their great 
hoofs. 

Their (lefh is extremely Aveet and nourilhing. The Indians fiy, 
that they can travel three times as fir after a meal of Moofe, as 
after any otlier animal f)od. The tongues are excellent, hut the 
^ nofe is jxrfeCl maiTOw, and ellecmed the greateft delicacy in all 
Canada. 

The flriii makes excellent bulf ; is ftrong, foft, and light. The 
Indians drefs the hide, and, after foaking it for fume time, ftretch 
and render it fupple by a lather of the brains in liot water. They 
not only make tJieir Aiow-flioes of the fkin, but after a chafe form 
the canoes with it ; they few it neatly together, cover the feams 
v/ich an un6hious earth, and embark in them with dreir fpoiis to 
return home *, 

The hair on the neck, withers, and hams of a full-grown Elk 
is of much ufe in making mattralfes and faddlcs^ being by. its 
great lengtli well adapted fiar thofe purpofes. 

'I' he pal mated parts of the horns are farther excavated by the 
Aivages, and converted into ladles, which will hold a pint. 

It is not ftrange that fo ufcful an animal Ihould be a principal 
objeft of chafe. The favages perform it in different ways. The 
fu A, and the more fiinple, is before the lakes or rivers are frozen. 


• Le Hontan, i. 59. 
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Multitudes alTemble in their canoes, and form with them a vafi: 
crcfcent, eacli horn touching the Ihore. Another party perform 
tiieir fliare of the chafe among the woods ; they furround an cx- 
tcnfive tradl, let loofe their dogs, and prefs towards the w^atcr with 
loud cries, '.riie animals, alarmed with the noife, fly before the 
hunters, and pkingc into the lake, where they are killed by the 
perfoRS in the canoes, prepared for their reception, with lances or 
clubs *. 

The other method is more artful. The favages ip.clofa a large 
fpacc witl'i ftakes hedged wdth branches of trees, forming two 
fides of a triangle : the bottom opens into a fecund enclofure, coivr- 
plctely nkingukr. Ac tiie. opening are hung nurnbers of lhares, 
made of flips of raw hides. 'I’hc Indians, as before, aflemblc in 
great troops, and wdth all kinds of noifes drive, into the firlt en- 
clolirrc not only the Mooies, but the other fpccies of Deer wliich 
ubt.nirKi in that country ; fome, in forcing their way into the far- 
tliell triangle, are caught in the fnarcs by the neck or horns; and 
tltoj'e wiiich efcape the fnares, and pafs the little opening, find 
their liitc from the arrows of the hunters, directed at them from all 
quarters f. 

They are often killed with the gun. When they are firft unhar- 
boured, they fquat with their hind parts and make water, at which 
inldant the fportfman fires ; if he milles, the Moofe lets off in a 
moll rapid trot, making, like the Rein-deer, a prodigious rattling 
with its hoofs, and will run for twenty or thirty miles before it 
comes to bay or takes die water. But the ufua! time for this di • 
verfion is the winter. The hunters avoid entering on the chale 
till the fun is ftrong enough to melt the frozen cruft with w hidi 
tlic fnow is covered, otherwife the animal can run over the fii in 


• CkarlevoiXi'v- 1 88 . 
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' furfacc : (hey wait till it becomes foft enough to impede the flight 
of the Moofe ; which fmks up to the fliouldcrs, flounders, and 
gets oii with great difficulty. The fportfman purines at his eafe 
on his broad rackets, or fnow-ffioes, and makes a ready prey of 
the dillrclfed animals : 

.As weak againk the mountain heaps they piifli 
Tlieir heating break In vain, and piteous bray. 

Me lays them quivering on th* enkingiuiiM inow.s, 

' And with loud kiouts rejoicing bears them home. 

'dbtOMSON. 

ui-iRiiiTioffs Tire opinion of this animal’s being fubjecl to the cpilepfy feems 

sKi.ATiNf; TO j.g luiiverfal, as well as the cure it finds by Icratching 

j HF Moosr. , .... , , , 

its ear with the hi.nd hoof till it tlraws blood. That hoof has been 

uled in Indian medicine for the falling- ficknefs ; they apply it to 
the heart of the aillifted, make hi)n hold it in ]i,is left hand, and 
rub his ear with it. They ufe it alfo in the colick, ]>learify, ver- 
tigo, and pui-plc fever; pulvcrifing the hoof, and drinking it in 
water. Tlie /Ugonkiiu pj'ctcnd that the flefli iiuparts the difeafe ; 
but it IS notorious that the hunters in a manner live on it witli 
impunity. 

'I'hc favacrcs eflecm tire Moofe a bead of good onacn ; and are 
perfuaded that thofe wlio dream often of it may flatter themfelves 
with long lik- *, 

Their wild fuperflition Irath figured to them a Moofe of enor - 
mous fize, which can wade with cafe through eight feet depth of 
fnow ; which is invulnerable, and has an arm grov/ing out of its 
flioulder, fubfervient to the purpofes of the human : that it has a 
court of other Moofes, who at all times perfortm fuit and fervice, 
according to his royal vdll 

^ ChLvlc'VoldZyS. iS6. f The lame. 
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I lament that I am not able to difcover the animal which owned ro-^sw 
the vafl horns fo often found in the bogs of Ireland, fo long and fo 

^ ^ TO r H f 

confidently attributed to the Moofe. Thefe have been found to be 
fometimes eight feet long, fourteen between tip and tip furniihed 
with brow antlers, and weighing three hundred pounds : the whole 
Ikeleton is frequently found with them. 

The fables delivered by "Joplyn, of the Moofe being thirty-three 
hands, or twelve feet, high ■, and by I.£ lloktaH, of us Ixorris weigh- 
ing between three and four hundred pounds ; oceafionctf the naiu- 
ralifts of paid times to call the fodil hoi'ns thoht of the Moole ; and 
to flatter thernfelves that they had difeovered the animal they be- 
longed to : but recent difcoverics evince tlie error. I once enter- 
tained liopc.s chat the Wajkep f of the Hudfvi’i Hay Indians was the 
fpecies ; but by Ibnie late inf'ormatioii I received from Mr. /IrJrciv 
Graham, faftor in the Bay, 1 find it to be no other thari the com- 
mon Moofe. 

The Elk has deferted the foutli of S-zveden for a confidcrabie 
time; ftill fome are fbuitd in the forefts near Siockbobn, more or 
fewer, according to the year, for they arc a fort of vagabond ani- 
mals. The chafe is entirely referved for the nobility or gentry ; 
and even they arc prohibited from killing them before the aaph of 
yliigufi, under penalty of fifty rtn-doliars, or ii/. I 3 .r. 4 ^/. 'Fhe 
inhabitants diflike them greatly as neighbors, fo much mifehief do 
thty do in the cultivated grounds. In May, June, and July, they 
are fo bold, that the people are obliged to drive them away with 
blows of a flick; after that they are more dilHcult of approach, 

! n Jcmtland, a province of Norland, their chafe is free to every one. 

The largefl Elk Mr. Oedman ever lieard of, weighed eleven hun- 
dred and fixty pounds. A fav/n of this fpecies, taken very young, 

• Wr-yM Mouihlam, book iii. 20. tab. xxii. •( Hid- ^lad. 45. 
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REIN. 


4. Rein. 


is capable of being eafily tamed, and may be made as familiar as a 
dog j but the male becomes fierce when it is in heat, at left if it is 
not caftrated. It will drink greedily of wine, if given to it; and 
when it gets drunk, it will fnort it out of its noftrils. In a wild 
ftate, this animal feeds on the lichens, bark of the afpen poplar, the 
grey and the goat willows : when tame, it cats hay, and is very fond 
of peas ftraw ; but the laft muft be given in fmail quantity, as it is 
apt to produce a fatal coftivenefs. When the female Is clofely pur- 
fued by the dogs, it will fiing itfelf into the water witli its fawn, 
and will continue fwimming with it for many liours. She rarely 
brings more than one at a time. During winter, wlien the ground 
is covered with fnow, the hunter cloaths himfclf with white linen, 
in order to render Jumfclf lefs vifible. 


N®43, — Sptellie, vi. '^ib^^Hackluyt, iii. Lev. Mus. 

J^EER. With large but flender horns, bending forward; with 
brow antlers broad and pahnated, Ibrnetimes three feet nine 
inches long; two feet fix from tip to tip; weight, nine pounds 
tv/elve ounces avoirdupoife. The body is thick and fquare; the 
kgs fliorter than thofe of a Stag ; the height of a full-grown Rein 
four feet fix. 

Color of the hair, at firft Ihedding of the coat, of a brownlfli 
afli ; afterwards changes to a hoary whitenefs, I'he animal is 
admirably guarded againft the rigor of the climate by the great 
thicknefs of the hairs, wdiich are fo clofely placed as totally to hide 
the Ikin, even if they are put afide with ever fo much care. 

Space round the eyes always black : nofe, tail, and belly white : 
abo\'e tiic hoofs a wliite circle : hair along the lower fide of the 
neck very long: tail fiiort. 
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Hoofs, and falfe hoofs, long and black ; the lafl: loofely hung, 
making a prodigious clatter when the animal runs. 

The female is furnilhed with horns; but Iclfer, broader, and Female. 
flatter, and with fewer branches than thofe of the male. She has 
fix teats, but two are fpurious and ufclcfs. They bring two young 
at a time. 


The habitation of this Deer is ftill more limited than that of the 
former, confined to thofe parts where cold reigns with the iitmoft 
feverity. Its moft fouthern refidence is the northern parts of Ck- 
wda, bordering on the territories of Hudjun's Bay. Charlevoix men- 
tions a fingh infiance of one wandering as far as the neighborhood 
of hvjiehec *. Their true place is the vail traft w'hich furrounds 
the Bay. They are met with in Labrador, and again in Nciv- 
Jonndlandj originally watted thither acrofs the narrow ■ llraits of 
BcMciJIe, on iflands of ice. 

I'hey fpread northerly into Greenland, particularly on the weft- 
ern coaft, about Bi/ko f . I can find no traces (even traditional) of 
them in Iceland ; which is tire more furprizing, as that ifland lies 
nearer to Greenland than Newfoundland docs to the Labrador coall. 
It is probable that they were deftroyed in very early tiincs, when 
that ifland was fo infinitely more populous than it is at prefent ; 
and the farther migration of thtfe aninrals prevented by the amaz- 
ing aggregate of ice, which in later ages blocked up and even de- 
populated the caftern fide of Greenland. No vegetable, not even 
mofs, is to be fovind on that extenfive coafl: to fupport thefc hardy 
animals. Their laft migration was from the weftern parts of 
Greenland, over unknowm regions and fields of ice, to the inhofpi- 
table Jlps of Spltzhergen. Thefe, with the Polar Bear and Arffic 
Fox, form the Ihort catalogue of its quadrupeds. They refide 
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there throughout the year; and by wondrous inftina difcover 
their food, the lichen rangiferinus, beneath the fnow, which they 
remove to great depths by means of their broad and fpade-like 
antlers; and thus find fubfiftence thirteen degrees beyond the 
Jr£lic circle 

To the weftern fide of Uudjon's Bay I trace the Rein as far as the 
nation called Les Plat-cote des Chiens f , the remoteft we are ac- 
quainted with in the parallel of that latitude. Beyond, are lands 
unknown, till we arrive at that new-difcovered chain of illands, 
which extends to within a fimall diilance of Jfia, or the northern 
Kamtschatka. cape of Kamtjchatka, where I again recover thefe animals. There 
is reafon to imagine that they are continued acrofs the continent of 
America^ but not on the iflands which intervene between it and 
Afia J. But in the ifle of Kadjak, and others of the eallernmofl: 
Fox iflands, the inhabitants have fleins of them from the American 
continent, and border their bonnets with the white hairs of the do- 
mcttic Rein-deers, ftained red. I'hey are found again in the coun- 
tries which border on the Icy fca § ; from which they retire, at 
approach of winter, towards tire woods, to feed on the mofs, not 
only that which grows on the ground, but the fpecies pendulous 
from the trees. The whole north-caft of Sibiria abounds with 
them. They alfo are yet found wild in the Urallian mountains ; 
along the river Kama, as far as Kungus ; and about fome fnowy 
fummits more fouth ; and again on the high chain bordering on 
Sibiria on the fouth, and about lake Baikal. Towards the weft they 
Samoiedea. are contiitued in the land of the Samoieds-, and finally among the 
well-known Laplanders. Wild Rein-Deer are very fcarce in the 
north of Sweden: the Wolves having alpnoft extirpated this fine 

• Marten’s Spitzberj^en, Phipps's woy. I'i^. Dobbs’s Hudfon's Bay, ig. 

t Muller's voyages from Afia to America, Preface xxv. J Barentz voy. 
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and ufeful animal. It is certain that horfes cannot bear the fmeli 
of the Rein they will, even on the firft perception, become unma- 
nageable, fo that the riders cannot without difficulty keep them 
from running away with them. — I here tranfgrefs the limits of my 
plan, to give a flight comparative view of the ^rogrefs of civiliza- 
tion among the inhabitants of thefe frozen climes. 

With the Laplanders this animal is the fubftitute to the Ilorfc, 
the Cow, the Sheep, and the Goat. Thofe moll innocent of peo- 
ple have, even under their rigorous (ky, fome of the charms of a 
paftoral life. They have fubdued thefe animals to various ufcs, 
and reclamed them from their wiki Hate. They attend the!)' herds 
of Rein-deer, during fummer, to the fummits of their alpsj to 
the fides of their clear lakes and dreams, often bordered with na- 
tive rofes. They know the arts ot the dairy, milk thefe their cat- 
tle, and make from it a ricir cheefe. They train them to the 
fledge, confider them as their chief treafure, and cherifli them with, 
the utmod tenderncls. 

The brutilh Samoied confiders tiiem in no other view than as 
animals of draught, to convey them to the chafe of tJie wild Reins ; 
which they kill for the fake of die Ikins, either to cloath them- 
felves, or to cover their tents. They know not the cleanly deli - 
cacy of the milk or cheefe ; but prefer for their repad the intef- 
tines of beads, or the half-putrid fledi of a horfe, ox, or dieep, 
which they find dead on the high road *. 

The Kcreki, a nation of Kamtjchatka, may be placed on a level 
with the Samoteds : they keep immenfe herds of Reins ; fome of 
the riched, to the amount of ten or twenty thoufand j yet fo fordid 
are they as to eat none except fuch which they kill for tire hike of 
the fkins j an article of commerce with their neighbors the KamtJ- 
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thatkans : otherwife they content themfelves with the flelh of thofe 
which die by difeafe or chance. They train them in the fledge, 
but neglect them for every domcftic purpofe*. Their hiftorian 
fays, they couple two to each carriage } and that the Deer will tra- 
vel a hundred and fifty verfts in a day, that is, a hundred and twelve 
Englijh miles. They caftrate the males by piercing the fpermatic 
arteries, and tying the fcrotum tight with a thong. 

The inhabitants about the river Kolyma make ufe of the foft fkins 
of the Rein-deer, dreflcd, for fails for a kind of boat called Schitiki, 
caulked with mofs ; and the boards as if fcwed together with thongs ; 
and the cordage made of flices of the flein of the Elk f . 

EsKiMAifx The favage and uninformed E/kimanx and Greenlanders, who pof- 

Gkesnlanders. fcf^j amidlh their Ihows, thefe beautiful animals, negled hot only the 
domeflic, ufes, but even are ignorant of their advantage in the 
fledge. 'I'heir element is properly the v/ater ; their game the Seals. 
Tliey feem to want powers to domelticate any animals unlefs Dogs, 
They are at enmity wdth all ; confider them as an objeft of chafe, 
and of no utility till deprived of life. The flefh of the Rein is the 
moft coveted part of their food ■, they eat it raw, drelfed, and dried* 
and fmoked with the fnow lichen, I'he wearied hunters will drink 
the raw blood ; but it is iifually dreflcd with the berries of tire 
heath : they eagerly devour the contents of the ftomach, but ufe the 
inteflincs boiled. They arc very fond of the fat, and will not lofl^ 
the left bitj;. The fkin, fometimes a parr of their cloathing, 
dreflcd with the hair on, is foft and pliant j it forms alfo the inner 
lining of their tents, and moft excellent blankets. The tendons are 
their bow-ftrings, and when fplit are the threads with which they 
few they jackets §. 

* Bijl. Kamtjihatka, 226, 227.— The Kcnki exchange their Deer with the neigh- 
boring .nations for rich furs. f Muller’’ i Summary, iS(. xviii. J Faun, ^ 

Crcenl. p. 28. ^ Drage'j Voy. i. 25. 
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The Greenlanders, before they acquired the knowledge of the gun, 
caught them by what was called the clapper-hum *. The women 
and children furrounded a large fpace, and, where people, were 
wanting, fet up poles capped with a turf in certain intervals, to 
terrify the animals ; they then with great noife drove the Reins into 
the narrow defiles, where the men lay in wait and killed them with 
harpoons or darts. But they are now become very fcarce. 

On the contrary, they are found in the neighborhood of Hudjons Mui,titudk.s 

Bay in moft amazing numbers, columns of eight or ten thoufand , , ‘ ^ 

° , .. . , Hudson’s Bay. 

are feen annually paffing from north to fouth in the months of 

March and Jprit\, driven out of the woods by the mufketoes. Migration. 

feeking refrefiiment on the Ihore, and a quiet place to drop their 

young. They go to rut in September, and the males foon after Ihed 

their horns ■, tiiey are at that leafbn very fat, but fo rank and mulky 

.i.v not to be eatable. The females drop their young in "June, it\ 

the moft fequeftered fpots tlrey can find ■, and then they likewifc 

lofe their horns. Beafts of prey follow the herds ; firft', the Wolves, 

who fingle out the ftragglcrs (for they fear to attack the drove) 

detach and hunt them down : the Foxes attend at a diflancc, to 

pick up the ofials left by the former. In autumn the Deer with the 

Fawns rc-migrate northward. 

The Indians are very attentive to their motions ; for the Rein Usrs 

forms the chief part not only of their drefs but food. They often 
kill multitudes for the hike of their tongues only ; but generally they 
feparate the flefli from the bones, and preferve it by drying it in 
the fmoke: they alfo five the fat, and fell it to the EngUps in 
bladders, who ufe it in frying inftead of butter. The Ikins are 
alfo an article of commerce, and ufed in London by the Breeches- 
makers. 

I'hc 


• Cranix, i. 71. 


I Dohhh 19) 22. 



VIRGINIAN DEER. 


they were introduced there but a little before the time of Gujiavus 
/.riiifori, who began his reign in 1521. Such Stags (fays he., to 
tliftinguifn them from the Rein-deer), which are now found in 
our fouthern provinces. Let me add, that it is certain that they 
have alfo long fmee reached Norway. 

The fpecies ceafes in the north-eaftern parts of Sibiria, nor are 
any found in Kamf/cbatka. 


Virginian. Hijh N"" 46.— Lev. M us. 

D EER. With round and (lender horns, bending greatly for- 
ward ; numerous branches on the interior fides : deftitute of 
lircw antlers ; color of the body a cinereous brown ; head of a deep 
brown; belly, fides, fhoulders, and thighs, white, mottled with 
brown; tail ten inches long, of a dulky color; feet of a yellowidi 
brown. Are not fo well haunched as the EngUfo Buck, and are 
lets aclive *. 

Pj-ACE. Inliabics all the provinces fouth of Canada, but in greateft 

abundance in the foutiiern j but efpecially the vaft favannas con- 
tiguous to the Miffiftpi, and the great rivers which flow into it. 
1 hey graze in herds innumerable, along with the Stags and Biif- 
liilocs. This fpecies probably extends to Guiana, and is the Baieu 
of that country, which is faid to be about the fize of a European 
Buck, with fliort horns, bending at their ends f. 

They are capable of being made tamci and when properly 
trained, are ufed by the Indians to decoy the wild Deer (efpecially 

* T'he ]atc Mr. Ellis fliewcd me a Eczoar founid in cjic of tliofe .Decr^ 

killed ill Georgia. It was of a fpheioid form, an inch and three quarters broad, half 
an inch liiick in the middle ; of a pale brown color ; hard, finooth> and gloffy. 

-f Bancreft. 
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in the rutting fcafon) within fliot. Both Bucks and Does herd 
from Septetnber to March after that they fcparate, and the Does 
fecrete themfelves to bring forth, and arc found with difficulty. 

The Bucks from this time keep feparate, till the amorous feafon 
of September revolves. The Deer begin to feed as hion as night 
begins j and fometimes, in the rainy feafon, in the day : otherwife 
they feldom or never quit, their haunts. An old American fportf- 
man has remarked, that the Bucks will keep in the thickets for a 
year, or even two *. 

Thefe animals ai'e very reftlefs, and always in motion, corning 
and going continually f. Thofe which live near the Ihores are 
lean and bad, fubjeft to worms in their heads and throats, gene- 
rated from the eggs depofited in thofe parts p Thofe that frequent 
the hills and favannas are in better cafe, but the venifon is dry. 

In hard winters they will feed on the long mofs which hangs from 
the trees in the northern parts. 

Thefe and other cloven-footed quadrupeds of America are very Fond of 3 ali». 
fond of fait, and refort eagerly to the places impregnated with it. 

T'hey are always feen in gieat numbers in the fpots where the 
ground has been torn by torrents or other accidents, where they 
are feen licking the earth. Such fpots are callyd licking-places. 

The huntfmen are fure of finding the game there i for, not- 
withftanding they are often difturbed, the Buffaloes anti Deer 
are fo paffionately fond of the fixvory regale, as to bid defiance 
to all danger, and return in droves to thefe favorite haunts. 

I he fkins are a great article of commerce, 25,027 being im- 
ported from New-Tork and Penjylvania in the fale of 1764. 

The Deer are of the firil importance to the Savages. The 
fkins form die greatell branch of their traffick, by which they pro- 


^ J^o£lo,r QucdcH* 
VoL. I, 


I LmvfoKt 124 . 


4 Du Pratz, il 51* 
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cure from the colonifts, by way of exchange, many of the articles 
of life. To all of them it is the principal food throughout the 
year ; for by drying it over a gentle but clear fire, after cutting it 
into fmall pieces, it is not only capable of long prefervation, but is 
very portable in their fudden excurfions, efpecially when reduced 
to powder, which is frequently done. 

Hunting is more than an amufement to thefe people. They 
give themfelves up to it not only for the fake of fubfiftence, but to 
fit themfelves for war, by habituating themfelves to fatigue, A 
good huntfman is an able v/arrior. Thofe who fril in the i]aorts 
of the field are never fuppofed to be capable of fupporting the 
hardlhips of a campaign ; they are degraded to ignoble ofiices, 
fuch as drefling the fkins of Deer, and odier employs allotted only 
to flaves and women *. 

When a large party meditates a hunting-match, which is ufually 
at the beginning of winter, they agree on a place of reisdezvous, 
often five hundred miles diftant from their homes, and a place, 
perliaps, that many of them had never been at. They have no 
other method of fixing on the fpot than by pointing Avith their 
finger. The picference is given to the cldell, as the moll expe- 
rienced f. 

When this matter Is fettled, they feparate into fmall parties, 
travel and hunt for fubfiftence all the day, ami reft at night ; but 
the women have no certain rcfting-places. The Savages have 
their particular hunting countries ; but if they invade the limits of 
thofe belonging to other nations, feuds enlue, fatal as thofe between 
Pmn' and Douglas in the famed Che-vy Chace. 

As foon as tliey arrive on the borders of the hunting country, 
i( which they never fail doing to a man, be their refpedive routes 

• Lwwfmi, 2.08. • f CatcJl’jf App. xii. 
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ever fo diftant or fo various) the captain of the band delineates 
on the bark of a tree his own figure, with a Ratdefnake twined 
round him with diftended mouth ; and in his hand a bloody toma- 
hawk. By diis he implies a deftrxidive menace to any who .are 
bold enough to invade their territories, or to interrupt their di- 
verfion 

The chafe is carried on in diflerent v.nays. Some finprife tire 
Deer by ufing the ftale of the head, horns, and hide, in the n^an- 
ner before mentioned : but the general inethcd is performed by 
the whole body. Several hundreds difperfe in a line, encenupaf- 
fing a vaft fpace of countiy, fire the woods, and drive the animals 
into fome ftrait or peninfula, where they become an eafy prey, 
Tire Deer alone are not the objeft; Foxes, Raccoons, Bears, and 
all beafts of fur, are thought worthy of attention, and articles of 
commerce with the Europeans. 

The number of Deer deflroyed in fomc parts of Jmcrica is in- 
credible ; as is pretended, from an abfurd idea which the Savages 
h.ave, that the more they deftroy, the moi'e they fliall find in fuc- 
ceeding years. Certain it is that multitudes are deftroyed; the 
tongues only prcl'erved, and the carcafes left a prey ro wild bealls. 
But the motive is much more political. The Savages well difeern, 
that fliould they overftock the market, they would certainly be 
over-reached by the European dealers, who take care never to pro- 
duce more goods than are barely fulBcient for the demand of the 
feafon, elVablifliing their prices according to the quantity of furs 
brought by the natives. The hunters live in their quarters with, 
the utmoft feftivity, and indulgence in all the luxuries of the coun- 
try. The chafe rouzes their appetites ; they are perpetually eating, 
and will even rife to obey, at midnight, the calls of hunger. I'hcir 


• Catejby, App. ix. 
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viands are exquifite. Vcnlfon boiled with red peafe; turkies bar- 
becued and eaten with bears fat j fawns cut out of the does belly, 
and boiled in the native bag ; fifli, and crayfifli, taken in the next 
ftream ; dried peaches, and other fi-uits, form the chief of their 
good living*. Much of this food is carminative : they give loofe 
to the effecls, and (reverfe to the cudom of the delicate Jral>j f) 
laugh moft heartily on the occafion 

They bring along widi them their wives and miftrefies : not that 
they pay any great refpeft to the fxir. They make (like the Cath- 
nefians ) errant pack-horfes of them, loading them with provifions, 
or the-'Tkins of the chafe; or making them provide fire- wood. 
Love is not the paffion of a .Savage, at left it is as brief with them 
as widi the animals they purfuc. 

Mr. Hutchins was prefentcd, by the W ^ahipouk Indians^ widi a 
Deer four feet eight inches long, and three feet tvro high. It was 
entirely white, except the back, which was mottled with brown. 
The fur was fhoit and fine, like that of the Ermine. The Indians, 
in their manner of expreftion, faid it came from a place where there 
was Istde or no day. 


7, Mexican Roe? Hif, ^hiud, 52. — Smcliie^ iv, 136. 

JT ^ With horns near nine inches long, meafuring by the 

curv.iturc ; and near nine inches between tip and tip, and two 
inches diftant between the bafes. About an inch and a half from 
the bottom is one lliarp ereft fnag. This, and die lower parts 
of the horns, arc very rough, ftrong, and fcabrous. The upper 
parts bend forwards over the bafes ; are fmooth, flatted, and broad, 
dividing into three fliarp fnags. Color of the hair like the Eu~ 

* Lan-v/o/j, 207, -f- D’Jr’vmx’s travelf, 147, J Law/on, 207. 
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ropean Roe ; but while young are rayed with white. In fize fome- 
what fuperior to the European Roe. 

Inhabits MmViJ * ; probably extends to the interior north -weftern 
parts of America, and may prove the Scenoontmg or Squinatm, de- 
Icribed as being lefs than a Buck and larger than a Roe, but very 
like it, and of an elegant form f 


Htji. ^ad. N" 51. — Smellic, iv. 120 . — Lev. Mus. 

% 

E E R. With upriglit, round, rugged horns, trifurcated : hairs 
tawny at their ends, grey below : romp and undcr-fule of the 
tail white. Length near four feet ; tail only an inch. 

According to Charlevoix, they are found in great numbers in Ca- 
vada. He lays they differ not from the European kind : aj-e eafily 
domeflicated. The Does will retreat into the woods to bring forth, 
and return to their mafter with their young if;. They extend far 
well:§. If P^i?’s figure may be depended on, they are found in 
Brazil |]; are frequent in Europe-, and inhabit as high as Sveeden 
and Norway^ : is unknown m Ruffia. 

Rots are at prefent found fcarcely any where but in the fbrcfl of 
Smaland, and that but rarely. The female brings only two at a 
time ; the buck will defend itfelf with courage agairift the dogs, 
when driven to extremity. They never make a ring when they 
are hunted, but run ftrait forward, two or three SwcdiJlj miles, or 
twelve or eighteen Englijfo ; and then return along their former 
ti ack^ but fo fatigued as feldom to efcape. 

* H-:rnandez, f DoUs^s Hudjoid s Ba)\ 24. J ////?. Nounj. France^ V. 19s* 

§ Dobbs'* s Eudfon\^ Bay, 24, || 97. Faiw. Suec. 43> and Pontop. 

Nonvjay\ ii. 9. 
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A. Tail-lhss Roe, Hifi. p. 109. 

In its ftead is a larger variety : with liorns like the laft, and color 
tire fame 5 only a great bed of white covers the rump, and extends 
fome way up the back : no tail, only a broad cutaneous excref- 
cence arouiid the anus. 

Inhabits all the temperate parts of Ruffin and Sibiria, and extends 
as far to the north as the Elk. Defcends to the open plains in the 
winter. The Earlars call it Saiga: the Ruffians Dikaja Roza. 

B. Fali.ow-dfer, Hij}. S^luaJ. N" 44. 

Are animals impatient of cold : are unknown in the Ruffiian 
empire, except by importation : and are preferved in parks in 
Sweden*. The EngUffij tranllator of Fonto^rpidan mentions thorn 
(perhaps crroneovilly) among the deer of Norway, 

Tallovv-de’cR loom not to have been natives oi Sweden ; there 
are none in the forefts, but which have efcaped out of the king’s 
parks: fuch as thole near the capital; in the ifle o(Oehmd-, that 
of Wejengore, in lake IVelter-, and at Oniberg. Even Stags are rare 
in a ftate of nature, and thofe only in the forefts of Smaland, 

*• Du Pratz, ii, 54. 
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A. Tibet M. Hijl- ^cid. N“ Pallas Sp, Zocl, fafc. xiii. Lev. Mus. 

M usk, with very lliarp flcncler white tuiks on each fide 
of the upper jaw, lianging out far below the umler jaw ; cars 
rather large : neck thick ; hair on the whole body long, upriglit, 
and thick fet; each hair undulated; tips ferruginous; beneath 
them black j the bottoms cinereous ; on each fide of the front of 
the neck is a white line edged with black, meeting at the ched; 
another crolfcs that beneath the throat : limbs very (lender, and of 
a full black : tail very fhort, and fcarcely vifible. The female 
wants the tuiks and tiie miilk-bag. 

The mulk-bag is placed on the belly, almoll between the thighs. 
A full-grown male will yield a drachm and a halfof muik; an old 
one two drachms. 

The length of the male is two feet eleven ; of the female, two 
feet three. The weight of a male from twenty-five to thirty 
pounds, Troy weight; of an old female, from thirty to thirty-five ; 
but fome young ones do not exceed eighteen. 

Inhabits ./Ifia, from lat. io to 6o, or from the kingdoms of Laos 
and To/ig-Km^y between India and China, and through the kingdom 
of Libel* as high Mangajea. The mev JeneJei is its weftern 
boundary, and it extends caftward as far as lake Baikal, and about 
the rivers Lena and Witim ; but gradually narrows the extent of its 
refidence as it approaches the tropic. Lives on the highed and 
rudefl mountains, amidft the fnows, or in die fir-woods which lie 

• Correfl. in p. n 3, Hijl. ^ad. 9. 44 or 45, re.vl 20. : 
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Wild Boar. 


between tliem : goes ufually folitary, except in autumn, when they 
colled in Hocks to change their place : are exceflively adive, and 
take amazing leaps over the tremendous chafms of their dps, or 
from rock to rock : tread fo light on tlie fnow, with their true and 
falfe hoofs extended, as fcarcely to leave a mark j while the dogs 
which purfue them fink in, and arc forced to defill from the chafe ; 
are fo fond of liberty as never to be kept alive in captivity. They 
feed on lichens, arbutus, rhododendron, and ‘whortleberry-p\<ix\x.?i. Their 
chafe is moft laborious : they are taken in fiares j or Hiot by crofs- 
bows placed in tlieir tracks, with a ftring from the trigger for 
them to tread on and difeharge. The 'J’unguft Ihoot them widi 
bows and arrows. The fkins are uied for bonnets and winter 
dreffes. The Ruffians often ferape off the hair, and have a way of 
preparing them for fumm.er cloatliing, fo as to become as folt and 
fhining as fiil<. 

The two other iioofed animals of the nortli of Afia, the Two- 
bunched Camel, and the Wild Boar, do not reach as high as lat. 6o ; 
the fil'd: is found in great troops about lake Baikal, as far as lat. 56 
or 57 j but if brought as high as Jakul/k, beyond lat. 60, perifii 
with coid *. The Wild Boar is common in all the reedy marflies 
of fartary and Sibiria, and the rnountanous forefts about lake 
Baikal, almoft to lat. 5 5 j but none in the north-eaftern extremity 
of Sibiria. 


* 'Zumermew^ 357 . 
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D I V. II. Digitated Quadrupeds, 

SECT. I. With Canine Teeth. 

Rapacious, Carnivorous. 

[)OG. // / 6' T. J D. Genus XVII. 

W01.F. Hijl, ^ad. N® i ^j.—SmeHie, iv. 196.— Lev. Mus. 

D og. With a long head : pointed nofe ; ears fliarp and ered: 

legs long : tail bufhy, bending down ; hair pretty long. 
Color ufually of a pale brown, mixed with dull yellow and black. 

Inhabits the interior countries fouth of Hudjon's Bay ; and from 
thence all America^ as low as Florida, 'Fhere are two varieties, a 
greater and a lelTer. The firft ufually confines itfelf to the colder 
parts. The latter is not above fifteen inches high *. In the more 
uninhabited parts of the country, they go in great droves, and 
hunt the deer like a pack of hounds, and make a hideous noife. 
They will attack the Buffalo ; but only venture on the ftragglers. 
In the unfrequented parts of America are very tame, and will come 
near die few habitations in hopes of finding foinething to cat. 
Tliey are often fo very poor and hungry, for want of prey, as to 
go into a Ayamp and fill themfclves with mud, which they will dif- 
gorge as foon as they can get any food. 

CoioK. The Wolves towards Iludjotts Bay are of different colors; grey 

and white ; and foir.e black and white, the black hairs being mixed 
with the white chiefly along the back. In Canada they have been 


^ Du Pratz, ii. 54. 
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found entirely black *. They are taken in the northern parts in 
iog-rraps, or by fpring-guns ; their Ikins being an article of com- 
merce. 

In the Leverian muleum is the head and fcull of a wolf : 
dufi;y and brown, formed by the natives into a helmet. The pro- 
tection of the head was tlie natural and firft thought of mankind ; 
and the fpoils of beads were the firfh things that offered. Hercules 
feized on the foin of the Lion : die Anierkans, and ancient Latians 
tliat of the Wolf. 

Fulvofque Lupi de pelle galcros 
Tegraen liabct capiti. 

Wolves arc now fo rare in the populated parts of Amcricic, that 
the inhabitants leave their flieep the whole night unguarded : yet 
die governments of Penfylvama and New JerJey did forne yeai's ago 
allow a reward of twenty fliiilings, and the laft even thirty fliillings, 
for the killing of every Wolf. Tradition informed them what a 
fcourge thofe animals had been to the colonics ^ fo they wifely de- 
termined to prevent die like evil. In their infant ftate, wolves came 
down in multitudes from the mountains, often attrafted by the 
fincll of the corpfes of hundreds of Indians who died of the fmall- 
pox, brought among diem by the Europeans : but the animals did 
not confine their infults to the dead, but even devoured in their 
huts the fick and dying Savages f. 

The Wolf is capable of being in fome degree tamed and do- 
m.efticated It was, at the firft arrival of the Europeans, and is 
ftill in many places, the Dog of the Americans It ftill betrays 
its fiivage defeent, by uttering only a howl inftead of the figniFicant 
bark of the genuine Dog. TKis half-reclamed breed wants the 

SmeiUe, iv. 212. t Kalm, i. 285. t 286. 

’^Lan.vjon, 1 1 9 . § Smith's Hijl. Virginia, 2j,-^Cranli^ Cruniand, i. 74' 
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fagacity of our faithful attendant ; and is of little farther life in 
the chafe, than in frightening the wild beafts into the fnarcs or 
traps. 

I'hc Kamfjcbatkans, EJhimauXt and Greenlander $■> ftrangers to tlic 
iofter virtues, treat thefe poor animals with great negledt. The 
former, during fummer, the feafon in which they are ufekTs, turn 
them loofe to provide for themfelves ; and recall them in Otlober 
into their ufiial confinement and labor : from that time till fpring 
they are fed with fifli-bones and opana, i. e. putrid fifh preferved 
in pits, and feiwed up to them mixed with hot water. Thofe ufed 
for draught are caftrated ; and four, yoked to the carriage, will 
draw five poods, or a hundred and ninety Englip pounds, befules 
the driver; and thus loaden, will travel thirty verfts, or twenty 
mile.s, a day ; or if unloaden, on hardened fnow, on iliders of 
bone, a hundred and fifty vcrlk, or a hundred Englijh miles *'. 

It is pretty ccrt.iin that the Kamtjdmtkan Dogs are ofwolfifli de- 
feent ; for Wolves abound in that country, in all parts of Sihlria^ 
and even under the ArclE circle. If their raafier is flun." out of 
■his fledge, they want the afieifcionate fidelity of the European kind, 
and leave liim to follow, never flopping till the flcdgeiis overturn- 
ed, or elfe flopped by fome impediment f . 1 am alfo llrcrigthcned 
in my opinion by the ftrong rage they have for the purfuit of 
deer, if on the journey titey crofs :|l tlie feent; when the mailer 
finds it very difficult to make them piuilie their way. 

Tiic great traveller of the thirteenth century, A'Jcirco Polo, had 
knowk-dge of this fpecics of conveyance from the mercitants who 
v«ent far north to traffic for the precious furs. He deferibes the 

IJijL Kntnf i. 107 . IQ’/* t The fainc, 107. 

I The iarne.—- -Thew: hi a variety of black wolves ra the Fekrofiiri'i': mountaipf. 
‘■J'he jhe-vvolveh have been fuccck;ully coupled with viogs in fame nubleme!i’.s park"/ 
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fledges ; adds^ that they were drawn by fix great dogs } and that 
they changed them and die fledges on the road, as we do at pre- 
fent in going pofl; 

The Kmtjchatkans make life of the (kins of dogs for cloathing, 
and the long hair for ornament : fome nations arc fond of them 
as a food; and reckon a fat dog a great delicacy Both the 
Afiaiic and American Savages ufe tiiefe animals in facrifices to their 
gods to befpeak favor, or avert evil. When the lioreki dread 
any infedlion, they kill a dog, wind the inteftines round two poles, 
and pafs between them. 

The Greenlanders are not better mafters. They leave their dogs 
to feed on mulTels or berries ; unlefs in a great capture of feals, 
when they treat them with the blood and garbage. Thefc’ people 
alfo fometiincs eat their dogs : ufe the (kins for coverlets, for 
cloathing, or to border and feam their habits ; and their beft thread 
is made of the guts. 

Tiie Dogs in general are large ; and, in the frigid parts at left, 
have the appearance of Wolves : are ufually white, with a black 
face ; fometimes varied with black and white, fometimes all wliite; 
rarely brown, or all black : have fliarp nofes, thick hair, and (lion; 
ear.s : and (cldom bark ; but fet up a fort of growl, or (iivage 
howl. They deep abroad; ‘and make a lodge in the fnow, lying 
with only their nofes out. They (\vlm moll excellently : and will 
luint, in packs, the ptarmigan, arftic fox, polar bear, and fails 
lying on the ice. The natives fometimes u(c them in the chafe 
of the bear. Tbey are exceftTively fierce ; and, like wolves, in - 
llantly fly on the few domeftic animals introduced into Greenland, 
They will fight among themfelvcs, even to death. Canine mad- 

* In Bergeron, i6o. f Hiji. Kamifckatka, Z31.— The Ammearts do the 

lame. Dr age, i. 216. J B'di. Kamtfch. zz6.~-D>age, ii. 41. 
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nefs is unknown in Greenland*, They are to the natives in the 
place of liorfes : the Greenlajtders fiiften to their fledges from four 
to ten j and thus make tlieir vifits in favage ftate, or bring home 
the animals they have killed. Egede fays that they will travel over 
the ice fifteen German miles in a day, or fixty EngUPy with (ledges 
loadcn with their mafters and five or fix large feals f . 

Tliole of the neighboring ifland of Iceland have a great refem- 
blance to them. As to thofe of Neivfcundlandy it is not certain 
that there is any dittin£t breed : moft of them are curs, with a crofs 
of the maftiff : fome will, and others wfill not, take the water, ab- 
folutely refufing to go in. The country was found uninhabited, 
which makes it more probable that they were introduced by the 
Eluropeans ; w'ho ufe them, as the fadory does in HudJoEs Bay, to 
draw firing from the woods to the forts. 

The Savages who trade to Hudjon's Bay make ufe of the w^olfifii 
kind to draw their furs. 

It is fingular, that the race of European Dogs lliew as firong an 
antipathy to this American fpecies, as they do to the Wolf itfelf. 
They never meet witli them, but they fliew all poffible figns of 
difiike, and will fall on and worry them j while the wolfifh breed, 
with every mark of timidity, jxits its tail between its legs, and 
runs from the rage of the others. This avcrfion to the Wolf is 
natural to all genuine Dogs : for it is well known that a whelp, 
w'hich has never feen a wolf, will at firft figlit tremble, and run to 
its mailer for protedion : an old dog will inftantly attack it. 

I (hall conclude this article with an abftrad of a letter from Dr. 
P alias y dated OSfober 5th, 1781 ; in which he gives the following 
confirmation of the mixed breed of thefe animals and Dogs. 

I have feen at Mojeow about twenty fpurious animals from 
dogs and black wolves. They are for the moft part like wolves, 

* Faun. Gmnl. p. 19. f Egede, C^.^^rantx, I 74. 
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« except that fome carry their tails higher, and have a kind of 
« coarie barking. They multiply among themfelves : and fonx* 
" of the whelps are grcyifii, rufly, or even of the whitifli hue of 
the Ardlic wolves : and one of thofe I faw, in fliapc, tail, and 
“ haii', and even in barking, fo like a cur, tuar, v/as it not for his 
" head and ears, his ill-natured look, and fearfulnefs at the ap~ 
proach of man, I flaoukl hardly have believed tliat it was of 
" the fame breed.” 

In many parts of Sweden the number of Wolves has been con- 
fiderably diminifhed by placing poifoned carcafes in their way; 
but in other places they are found in great multitudes. Hunger 
fornetimes compels them to eat lichens thofe vegetables were 
found in the body of one killed by a foldier, but it was fo weak, 
that it could fcarcely move. It probably had fed on the lichen- 
vulpinuS) which is a known poifon to thefe animals. 

Madnefs, in certain years, is very apt to feize the Wolf, The 
confequences are often very melancholy. Mad Wolves will bite 
Hogs and Dogs, and the lall again, the human fpecies. In a fingle 
parifti fourteen perfons were vidims to this dreadful malady. The 
fymptoms are the kune with thofe attendant on the bite of a mad. 
dog. Fury fparklcs in their eyes j a glutinous faliva diftils from 
their moudis ; they carry their tails low, and bite indifferently 
men and beads. It is remarkable that this difeafe happens in the 
depth of winter, fo can never be attributed to the rage of the dog- 
days. 

Often, towards fpring. Wolves get upon die ice of the fea, to 
prey on the young Seals, which they catch afleep : but this repall 
often proves fatal to them ; for the ice, detached from the fhore, 
carries them to a great diftance from land, before they are fenfible 
of it. In fome years a large diflrift is by this means delivered 
fi om thefe pernicious beads ; w’hich are heard howling in a mod 
dreadful manner, far in the fea. 


When 
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When Wolves come to make their attack on cattle, they never 
fail attempting to frighten away the ^en by their cries j but tlis 
found of the horn makes them fly lilce lightning. 


ilo. Arctic. ArdlcFox, HiJI. N® Lev, Mus, 

J^OG. With a fharp nofe : ears almoft hid in the fur, fhort 
and rounded : hair long, foft, and filky : legs fliort : toes 
covered above and below with very thick and foft flir: tail fhorter 
than that of the common Fox, and more bulky. 

Inferior in fize to the common Fox : color a blueifli-grey, 
and fometimes white. The young, before they come to maturity, 
dulky. The hair, as ufual in cold regions, grows much thicker 
and longer in w'inter than fummer. 

Thefc animals are found only in the Arftic regions, a few de- 
grees within and without the Polar circle. They inhabit SpUz- 
bergen, Greenland, and Iceland * ; are only migratory in Hudjon's 
Bay, once in four or five years f: are found again In Bering’s 
and 'I Copper IJle, next to it j but in none beyond : in Kamlf- 
chatka, and all the countries bordering on the frozen fea, which 
Ferns their great refidcnce ; comprehending a wmodlefs traft of 
heath land, generally from 70 to 65 degrees lat. They abound 
in Nova Zembla 1| ; are found in Cherry ifiand, midway between 
Finmnrk and Spilzbergen %, to which they muft have been brought 
on ifiands of icej for it lies above four degrees iiortlt of the firft, 
and three fouth of the laft ; and lallly, in the bare mountains be- 
tween Lapland and Norway. When the Arftic Fox has been in 
purfuit of the wandering Lernmus, p. 136. Jrbk. Zool. it fometimes 
lofes its way home, and has been taken ia places far from its- 

Egak, 6 z. — Marten's Spitxi. 100.— ~Horrdovi's Iceland, 43. f Mr. Graham. 

I Muller' i Col. Voy. || Hemjkirk' s 34. § Pure has, iii. 559. 
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natural haunts. The htt Mr. Kahn has left an mftance of one 
being taken in WejirogotUa. Profeflbr Retzius favored me with 
an account of one fliot near to Lund^ in lat. 55. 42. 

They are the hardieft of animals, and even in Spitzbergen and 
Nova Zembla prowl out for prey during tlie feverity of winter. 
They live on the young wild geefe, and all kind of water-fowl ; 
on their eggs •, on hares, or any leffer aninials ; and in Greenland, 
(through neccflity) on berries, Ihell-fifli, or whatfoever the fea 
throws up. But in the north of Jfta, and in Lapland, their prin- 
cipal food is the Lemings *, The Arctic foxes of thofe countries 
are as migratory as thofe little animals ; and when the laft make 
their great migrations, the latter purfue them in vaft troops. But 
fuch removals are not only uncertain, but long: dependent on 
thofe of die lining. The Foxes will at times defeat their native 
countries for three or four years, probably as long as they can find 
any prey. The people of JeniJea imagine, tliat the wanderers from 
tlieir parts go to the banks of the Oby. 

Thofe found on Bering's and Copper IJles were probably brought 
from the Afiatk fide on floating ice : StcUer having Icen in the re- 
mefer iflands only the black and brown foxes : and the fame only 
on the continent of America. They burrow in the earth, and form 
holes many feet in length ; ftrewing the bottom with mofs. But 
in Spitzbergm and Greenland, where the ground is eternally frozen, 
they live in the cliffs of rocks : two or three inhabit the fame hole. 
They fwim well, and often crofs from ifland to ifland in fearch of 
prey. They are in heat about Lady-day ; and during that time 
continue in the open air;, after that, retreat to their eartlis. Like 

* Of which I apprehend there are two fpecles— the Lapland, Hifl. ^ad. N“ 3 17* 
and the Mus Migratorius oi Pallas, or Talk Rat, llijl, Q^d. N® 326. which inliabiti 
the country near the Yaik, 
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dogs, continue united in copulation : baik like them : for which 
reafon tlie Ruffians caU them Pejzti. They couple in Greenland in 
Marcby and again in May \ and bring forth in Afril and in June *. 

They are tame and inofFenfive animals ; and fo fimple, that there 
are inftances of dieir Handing by when the trap was baiting, and 
inftantly after putting their heads into it. They are killed for the 
fake of their flcins, both in Jfta and Hudjon’s Bay : the fur is light 
and warm, but not durable. Mr. Graham informed me, that they 
have appeared in fuch numbers about the fort, that he has taken, 
in different ways, four hundred from December to March. He 
likewife affured me, that the tips of their tails are always black ; 
thofe of the common foxes always white : and that he never could 
trace the breeding-places of the former. 

The take them either in pitfalls dug in the fnow, and 

baited witli the Capelin fifh j or in fprings made with whale-bone, 
laid over a hole made in the fnow, ftrewed over at bottom with 
the fame kind of fifh or in traps made like little huts, wdth flat 
Hones, with a broad one by way of door, which falls down (by 
means of a Hring baited on the infide with a piece of flefh) when- 
ever the fox enters and pulls at it f . The Greenlanders prefi^ve 
the fkins for traffic j and in cafes of neceffity eat the flefh. They 
alfo make buttons of the fkins : and fplit the tendons, and make 
ufe of them inHead of thread. I'he blue furs are much more 
eHeemed than the white. 

The SooTV. D. with a dufky fur on every part j in fize and 
habit refembling die former. 

A diHinft fpecies. Inhabits Iceland in great numbers. Commu- 
flicated to me by John I'homas Stanley, Efq; who, excited by his paf- 

* Faun. Crtenl. ao. f Crania, i. 72, 
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fion for fcience, in 1789 made a voyage to Iceland y and rcairned 
highly informed of the various inftrutlive particulars refpeding tliat 
• wondrous ifland, 

10 B. Greenland. D. above of a footy brown: ears rounded, white 
within : a white bed extends from each to tire lower part of the throat} 
which, with the whole underfide, and infide of the haunches, is white : 
tail white below, brown above; in onefpecirnen the one iiaifof the 
tail wholly white ; beneath each eye a white fpot: feet funed 
beneath. A very finall fpecies. 

Inhabits Greenland^ Bought by Mr, Stanlejt at Copenhagen, 


European Fox, HiJI, N® i Iv. 214-'— Lev. Muj. u. European^ 

J^OG. With a pointed nofe: pointed ereft oars; body of a 
tawny red, mixed with afh-color : fore part of the legs black : 
tail long and bulhy, tipt with white. 

Inhabits the northern parts of North America, from lludfais Bay 
probably acrofs the continent to the iflands intermediate between 
America and Kamtjchalka. Captain Bering faw there five quite 
tame, being unufed to the fight of man. 

This fpecies gradually decreafes to the fouthward, in numbei's 
and in fize : none are found lower than Ben/ylvania. They are 
fiippofed not to have been originally natives of that country. I'he 
Indians believe they came from the north of Europe in an excelTive 
hard winter, when the fea was frozen. The truth feems to be, 
that they w'ere driven in fome fevere feafon from the north of their 
own country, and have continued there ever fince. They abound 
about Hiidjon’s Bay, the Labrador country, and in Neivfoundland 

H 2 and. 
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and Canada-, and are found in Iceland*. They burrow as the Eu^ 
repean foxes do j and in Htidjon’s Bay, during winter, run about the 
woods in fearch of prey, feeding on birds and leller animals, par- 
ticularly mice. 

New England is faid to have been early flocked with foxes by a 
gentleman who imported them from England, for the pleafure of 
the chafe f ; and that the prefent breed fprung from the occafion. 
This fpecies is reckoned among the pernicious animals, and, being 
very dcftrudive to lambs, are profcribed at the rate of two fhillings 
a head. 

The variety of Britiflj fox, with a black tip to the tail, feems un- 
known in America. 

The fkins are a great article of commerce: abundance are im- 
ported annually from. Iludjon's Bay and Newfoundland. The natives 
of Hudjon's Bay eat the flefh, rank as it is. 

Tills fpecies abounds in Kamtjchatka, and is the finefl red fur of 
any known : grows fcarce within the Ardlic circle of the Afiatic 
regions, and is found there often white. 


« Black. ^HIS variety is found very often entirely black, with a white 
tip to the tail j and is far inferior in value and beauty to thofe 
of Kamijchatka and Sihiria, where a fingle fl<in fells for four hundred 
rubles. 

The beft in North America are found on the Labrador fide of 
Hudjon’s Bay. They are alfo very common on the illands oppofite 
to Kamtjchatka. The American black foxes, which I have examined, 
are frequently of a mixed color : from the hind part of the head to 

• Olaffcn, 131 , f Kalm, i. 283. 
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the middle of the back is a broad black line: the tail, legs, and 
belly, black : the hairs on the face, fides, and lower part of the 
back, cinereous j their upper ends black j die tip white. 


jpOX. Widi a bed of black running along the top of the back, 
crolTed by another palling down each Ihoulder ; from whence 
it took the name. The belly is black ; the color of t!ic reft of tlie 
body varies in different flcins j but in all is a mixture of black, cine- 
reous, and yellow : the flir in all very foft ; and the tail very budiy 
and full of hair; for nature, in the rigorous climate of the North, 
is ever careful to guard the extremities againft the injury of cold. 

This is likewife a very valuable variety. It is remarked, that 
the more defireable the fur is, the more cunning and difficult to be 
taken is the fox which owns it *. The Cojjfacks quartered in Kamt- 
fehatka have attempted for two winters to catch a fingle black fox. 
The Crofs-fox, Vulpes crucigera of Gejner, and Kors-raefof the 
S‘’U)ccies -\, is found in all the Polar countries. 

In the new-difeovered Fox iflandj thefe animals abound : one in 
three or four are found entirely black, and larger than any in 
Sibiria : the tail alfo is tipt with white. But as they live among 
the rocks, there being no woods in thofe iflands, their hair is aimed 
a.s coarfe as that of die Wolf, and of little value compared to the 
Sibirian, 


Brant Fox, Hi/, ^ad. p. 235. 

jpOX. With a very Iharp and black nofe: Ipace round the 
ears ferruginous : forehead, back, fhoulders, fides, and thighs, 
red, cinereous, and black : the affi-color predominates, which 

f Ge/ner ^ad, ^^-j.—Faun, Suec. N“ 4. 

gives 
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12 . Grey. 


gives it a hoary look : belly yellowiih : tail black above, cinercom 
on the fules, red beneath. 

About half the fize of the common fox. Defcribed from one 
Mr. Brooks received from Penjylvamay under the name of Brandt^ 
fox ; but it had not that bright rednefj to merit the name of either 
Brandt-fuebje, or Brand-raef given by Gejner and Linnaeus, 


Corfak Fox, Ilijl. ^ad. p. 236. 

jpOX. With upright ears: yellowiili-green irides: throat 
white : color, in fummer, pale tawny ; in winter, cinereous : 
middle of the tail cinereous; bafe and tip black; the whole 
very full of hair : the fur is coarfer and frorter than that of the 
common fox. 

I dil'covered this Ipecies among the drawings of the late Taylor 
Whitey Efq; who informed me that it came from North Jmerica. 
I imagine, from Hudjon's Bay. 

This fpccics is very common in the hilly and temperate parts 
of Tartary y from the Don to tlie Amur ; but never is found in 
woody places: it burrows deep beneath the furface. It is alfo 
faid to inhabit the banks of the rivers Indiy^ijky and Anadyr y where 
the hills grow' bare. In the reft oi Sihiria it is only known beyond 
lake Baikal ; and from fldiis brought by the Kirghiftan and Bu~ 
charian traders. In liuffa it is found in the defarts towards Cri- 
msa and AJlracan, and alfo on the fouthern end of the Urallian 
mountains. 


Grey Fox, lllJl. ^rad. N° 143. 

^OX. With a fharp nofe : long fliarp upright ears: long 
legs: color entirely grey, except a little rednefs about the 


cars. 
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Inhabits from Neiv England to the fouthern end of North Ame- 
rica-, but are Lr more numerous in the Ibuthcrn colonies. They 
have not the rank fmell of the red foxes. They are alfo lefs adive, 
and grow very fat*. They breed in hollow trees ; give no di- 
vcrfion to the fportfmen, for after a mile’s chafe they run up a tree f. 
They feed on birds;- arc deftruilive to poultry; but never deftroy 
lambs:]:. The fl:ins are ufed to line clothes; the fur is in great 
requell anrong tire hatters. Tire greafe is reckoned efficacious 
in rheumatic diforders. 


Silvery Fox> HiJI, 145, 


jp ox. With a fine and thick coat of a deep brown coIo,'*, over- 
Ipread with long filvery hairs of a moll elegant appearance. 

Inhabits Louifiana, where their holes are feen in great abundance, 
on the woody heights. As they live in forells, which abound 
in game, they never molell the poultry, lb are fullered to I’un at 
large §. 

I'hey differ fpccifically from the former, more by their nature 
in burrowing, than in colors. 

Mr, Hutchins informed me of a whitifh grey Fox, no larger than 
a Hare, common among the Archithinue Indians : four thoufand of 
their Iki-ns have been fent in one year to the fablories. 

• Lawfon,M<^, f Catejby,iu % Kalm,\. xZZt 

^ Du Praia, ii. 64.-- •C/’ar/ww'.r, v. 196. 
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PUMA. 


CAT. H I S r. ^UAD. GENtrs XIX. 

Fum a» Hi/, i 6 o,^Smellie, v* 197. 20 p.-*-*Lev* Mus. 


C A T. Widi a fmall head ; large eyes : ears a little pointed : 

chin white : back, neck, fides, and rump, of a pale brownifii 
red, mixed with dulky hairs : breaft, belly, and infide of the legs, 
cinereous: tail a mixture of diilky and ferruginous, the tip 
black. 

The teeth of a vaft fize: claws whitifli ; the outmoft claw of the 
fore feet much larger dian the reft: the body very long: the legs 
high and ftrong. I'he length of that I examined was five feet 
three from head to tail ; of the tail, two feet eight. 

Inhabits the continent of North America^ from Canada to Florida ; 
and the fpecies is continued from thence low into South America^ 
through Mexico, Guiana, Brajil, and the province of ^ito, in Peru, 
where it is called Puma, and by the FMropeans miftaken for a Lion : 
it is, by reafon of its fiercenefs, the fcourge of the country. The 
different climate of North America feems to have fubducd its rage, 
and rendered it very fearful of mankind : the left cur, in company 
with his mafter, will make it run up a tree *, whicli is the opportu- 
nity of fiiooting it. It proves, if not killed outright, a dangerous 
enemy ; for it will defcend, and attack either man or beaft. The 
flelh is white, and reckoned very good. The Indians ufe the Ikin 
for w inter habits ; and when drefled is made into fhoes for women, 
and gloves for men 


* Catejiy, Apf. XXV, 


f Laiufon, 118. 
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It is called in North America the Pantlier, and is the moft per- 
nicious animal of that continent. Lives in the forefts. Sometimes 
purs, at other times makes a great howling. Is extremely de- 
ftruftive to domeftic animals, particularly to hogs. It preys alfb 
upon the Moofe, and other deer ; falling on them from the tree it 
lurks in, and never quits its hold*. The deer has no other way 
of faving itfelf, but by plunging into the water, if there happens 
to be any near ; for the Panther, like the Cat, detefts that element. 
It will feed even on beafts of prey. I have feen the ikin of one 
wliich was Ihot, juft as it had killed a wolf. When it has fatisfied 
itfelf with eating, it carefully conceals the reft of the carcafe, cover- 
ing it with leaves. If any other animal touches the reliquhs, it never 
touches them again. 


Hiji, ^lad. N» lyo.-^Smellie, v. 207. 217,— Lev. Mus. 


15. Lynx. 


^AT. With pale yellow eyes: ears ereft, tufted with black 
long hair; body covered with foft and long fur, cinereous 
tinged with tawny, and marked with dullcy fpots, more or lefs 
vifible in different fubjefts, dependent on the age, or feafon in which 
the animal is killed : the legs ftrong and thick : the claws large. 
About three times the ftze of a common Cat: the tail only four 
inches long, tipt with black. 

Inhabits the vaft forefts of North America : is called in Canada^ 
Le Chatj ou Le Loup-cervkr f , on account of its being fo deftnnftivc 
to deer j which it drops on from the trees, like the former, and, 

* Charlevoix, v. 1 89, vvlio by miftakc call$ it Carcajwt and Kincajou ; two very 
dilFerent animals. 
f Charlevoix, v. 195. 
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fixing on the jugular vein, never quits its hold till the exhaufted 
animal falls through lofs of blood *. 

The Englijh call it a Wild Cat. It is veiy deftruftive to their 
young pigs, poultry, and all kind of game. The Ikins are in high 
efteem for die foftnefs and warmnefs of the fur j and great numbers 
are annually imported into Europe. 

The Lynx is the moft formidable enemy which the Sheep has : 
it is pretended that they only fuck the blood : but it is pretty 
certain that they alfo devour the liver and lungs, for thofe parts 
are often found eaten. The little Kat-lo or Lynx is very fcarce ; 
its fur is efteemed more valuable than that of the greater or Warglo. 
It is fuppo’fed to be a particular fpecies. — Mr. Oedman. 


1 6* Bay* Bay Lynx* HiJ}* ^ad, N® 171. 

^ A T. With yellow irides : ears like the former : color of the 
liead, body, and outfide of the legs and thighs, a bright bay, 
obfcurely marked with dulky fpots : the forehead marked with black 
ftripes from the head to the nofe : cheeks white, varied with three 
or four incuivated lines of black : the upper and under lip, belly, 
and infides of the legs and thighs, white : the infide of the upper 
part of the fore legs crofled with two black bars ; the tail flrort ; the 
upper part marked with dufky bars, and near the end with one of 
black } tlie under fide white. In fize, about twice tliat of a corn- 
mon Cat ; the fur jfhorter and fmoother than that of the former. 

This fpecies is found in the internal parts of the province of New 
Tork. I faw one living a few years ago in London. The black 
bars on the legs and tail are fpecific marks. 


Hifi. 


Lawfin, iiZ.-^CateJly, xxv. 



MOUNTAIN CAT. 


Hift. ^ad. N* i68. 

Cat-a-mountain I Lavjfen, Pratx, ii. 64. 

With upright pointed ears, marked with two brown bars : 
head and upper part of the body of a reddifh brown, with long 
narrow flxipes of black : the fides and legs with fmall round fpots : 
chin and throat of a clear white ; belly of a dull white : tail eight 
inches long, barred witli black. Length from nofc to tail two feet 
and a half. 

Inhabits North America, Is fiid to be a gentle animal, and to 
grow very fat. Defcribed originally in the Memoir es de VAcadcmUi 
fince which an account of another, taken in Carolina^ was communi- 
cated by the late Mr. CoUinJon to the Count de Buffcn *. The only 
difference is in fize; for the laft was only nineteen inches long: 
die tail four ; but the fame charadteriftic ftripes, Ipots, and bars, 
on the tail, were fimilar in both. 

There ftill remain undefcribed fome animals of the Feline race, 
which arc found in North America, but too obfcurely mentioned by 
travellers to be afcertained. Such is the beaft which Lawjon faw to 
the weftward of Carolina, and calls a Tiger. He fays it was larger 
than the Panther, i. e. Puma, and tliat it differed from the 1 iger of 
Afia and Africa f. It poflibly may be the Brafilian Panther, Hijl. 
^ad. N" 158, which may extend further nortli than we imagine. 
It may likewife be the Cat-a-mount of Du Pratz J ; which, he 
fays, is as high as the Tiger, i. e. Puma, and the fkin extremely 
beaudful. 

The Pijoux of Louiftana, mentioned by Charlevoix §, are alfo ob- 

* Supplem. iii. itf, f Hi/f, Carolina, 119. 

J ii. wilh to fupprefs the fynonym of Cat-a^mount, as applied to the Cajcnne 
Cat, as it feems applicable to a much larger fpecles. 

^ de U Nouv* France, vi, 1 5 8* 
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domestic cat. 


fcure animals. He fays they are very like our Wild Cats, but 
larger : that fome have fhorter tails, and others longer. The firft 
may be referred to one of the three laft fpecies i the laft may be our 
Cmerme Cat, N“ 163. 



Domeftic Cats are kept in Iceland and Norway *. Some of them 
cfcape and relapfe to a favage ftate. In Iceland thofe are called Ur- 
dakelter, becaufe they live under rocks and loofe ftones, where they 
hide themfelves. They prey on fmall birds. The moll valuable 
of their Ikins are fold for twelve Danifo lldllings, or fix pence a- 
piece. Linnausj fpeaking of the cats of Sweden, fays, they are of 
exotic origin f. They arc not found wild either in that kingdom, 
or any part of the Ruffian dominions. Unknown in America, 

Olaf, Icsland/i, Paragr, %Q^'^Pontop, ii, 8, f Faun* Suec* 94^ 


Hist, 



POLAR BEAR. 


HISf. ^UJD. Genus XX. 


IJiJi. ^tsd. N® 175.— Lev. Mus. 


B ear, with a long narrow head and neck: tip of the nofc 
black: teeth of a tremendous magnitude; hair of a great 
length, foft, and white, and in part tinged with yellow ; limbs very 
thick and ilrong : ears fhort and rounded. 

I'ravellers vary about their fize. De Buffon quotes die authority 
of Gerard le Ver * for the length of one of the Ikins, which, he fays, 
was twenty-three feet. I'his feems to be extremely mifreprefented ; 
for Gerard^ who was a companion of the famous Barentz^vraA Heemf- 
kirk^ a voyager of the firfl: credit, killed feveral on Nova Zembla, 
the largell of which did not exceed durteen feet in length f . They 
feem fmaller on Spitzbergen ; one meafured by order of a noble and 
able navigator in his late voyage towards the Pole, was as follows ; 
I give all the meal’urements to afeertain the proportions. 

Feet. Inches. 

Length from fnout to tall - 7 * 

from fnout to Ihoulder-bone a 3 
Height at the Ihoulder - 43 

Circumference near the fore legs - 7 o 

of the neck near the ear 2 t 

Breadth of the fore-paw - -07 

Weight of the car cafe without the head, 

Ikin, or entrails - - - 6iolb. 

• De Buffon, Suppl, iii. 200. f See Le Ver, p. 14. ed. »6o6. AmfteU, 

J The Honorable Conjlantine John Phipps, now Lord Mulgravi, 
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This fpecks, like the Rein and Arftic Fox, almoft entirely fur- 
rounds the neighborhood of the Polar circle. It is found within it, 
far as navigators have penetrated in the ifland of Spitzkrgen, and 
within Baffin's Bay ; in Greenland and Hudfon’s Bay ; in 'Terra di 
Labrador * ; and, by accident, wafted from Greenland, on iflands of 
ice, to Iceland and Newfoundland. It perhaps attends the courfe of 
the Arftic circle along the vaft regions of America j but it is un- 
known in the groupes of iflands between that continent and Afia ; 
neither is it found on the Tchuktki Nojs, or the Great Cape, which 
juts into the fea north of Kamtjchatka f. None are ever feen in that 
country. But they are frequent on all the coafts of the Frozen 
Ocean, from the mouth of the Ob eaftward and abound molt 
about the eftuaries of the JeneJei and Lena. They appear about 
thofe favage tracts, and abound in the unfrequented iflands of Nova 
Zemhla, Cherry, and Spitzbergen, where they find winter quarters 
undilturbed by mankind. The fpecies is happily unknown along 
the lliores of the Wliite fea, and thofe of Lapland and Norway. Pof- 
fibly even thofe rigorous climates may be too mild for animals that 
affed tire utmoll feverity of the Ardic zone. They never are feen 
firther fouth in Sibiria than Mangajea, nor wander into the w'oody 
parts, unlefs by accident in great milts. 

They are fometirnes brought alive into England. One which I 
law was always in motion, reltlefs, and furious, roaring in a loud and 
hoarfe tone ; and lb impatient of warmtli, that tlie keeper was ob- 
liged to pour on it frequently pailfuls of water. In a Itate of nature, 
and in places little vifited by mankind, they are of dreadful ferocity. 
In Spitzbergen, and die other places annually frequented by the hu- 
man race, they dread its power, having experienced its I'uperiority, 

^ PhiL Tra?tf, Ixiv. 377. f Mulkrf Pref. XXV. J Purchases Pilgrims, 

ui. S05. 
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jmd fliun the conflift : yet even in thofe countries prove tremen- 
dous enemies, if attacked or provoked. 

Barentz, in his voyages in fearch of a north-eaft paflage to Cbina^ 
had fatal proofs of their rage and intrepidity on the ifland of Nova 
Zembla: his feamen were frequently attacked, and fome of them 
killed. Thofe whom they feized on they took in their mouths, ran 
away with the utmoft eafe, tore to pieces, and devoured at their 
Icifure, even in fight of the furviving comrades. One of thefe ani- 
mals was ftiot preying on the m;mgled corpfe, yet would not quit 
its liold j but continued ftaggering away with the body in its mouth,, 
till difpatched widi many wounds *. 

They will attack, and attempt to board, armed veflels far diftant 
from fljore ; and have been with great difficulty repelled f . I'liey 
feem to give a preference to human blood ; and will greedily dif- 
inter.the graves of the buried, to devour the cadaverous con- 
tents X- 

Their ufual food is filh, feals, and the carcafes of whales. On' 
land, they prey on deer §, hares, young biids, and eggs, and often 
on whortleberries and crowberries. They are at conftant enmity 
with the Walrus, or Morfe: the laft, by reafon of its vail tufks,. 
has generally the fuperiority } hut frequently both the combatants 
perilh in the conflict ll. 

They are frequently feen in Greenland, in lat. 76, in great droves; 
where, allured by tlie feent of the flelh of feals, they will furround 
the habitations of tire natives, and attempt to break in ^ but are 
foon driven away by the fmell of burnt feathers If one of 
them is by any accident killed, the furvivors will immediately eat 

irtt. 

• HeamJkirkU Voy. 14, f The fame, 1 8* J Marten^ s JC2. 

^ FauM, QroenU p* 23. tl Fgsde^ 83, q The fame, 60. Faun. 

GrmL 23* f f Heemjkirky 51. 
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They grow exceflively fat; a hundred pounds of fat has been 
taken out of a fmgle beaft. Their flefh is coarfe, but is eaten by 
the feamen : it is white, and they fancy it taftes like mutton. The 
livxr is very unwholefome, as three of Hemjkirk’s faiiors experienced, 
who fell dangeroufly ill on eating fome of it boiled *. The fkiii 
is an article of commerce ; many are imported, and ufed ciiieBy for 
covers to coach-boxcs. The Greenlanders feed on the fiefli and fat; 
ufe the fkins to fit on, and make of it boots, Ihoes, and gloves ; and 
fplit the tendons into tliread for fewing. 

During fummer they refide chiefly on iflands of ice, and pafi fre- 
quently from one to the other. They fwim moft excellently, and 
fometimes dive, but continue only a frnall fpace under water. 
They have been feen on iflands of ice eighty miles from any land, 
preying and. feeding as they float along. They lodge in dens form- 
ed in the vaft maflcs of ice, which are piled in a ftupendous manner, 
leaving great caverns beneath : here they breed, and bring one or 
two at a time, and fometimes, but very rarely, three. Great is the 
affedtion between parent and young ; they will fooner die than de- 
fert one another f. They alfo follow their dams a very long time, 
and are grown to a very large llze before they quit them. 

During winter they retire, and bed themfelves deep beneath, 
forming fpacious dens in the fnow, fupportcd by pillars of the fame, 
or to the fixed ice beneath fome eminence ; where they pafs torpid 
the long and difmal night appearing only with the return of the 
fun At their appearance die Jr8ic Foxes retire to other haunts J. 
The Polar Bear became part of the royal menagery as early as 

• Hemjkirkf 45, f Marten* SfU%h, 102. 

I Egede, 60 . — Martens Czys, that the fat is ufed in pains of the limbs, and that it 
affifls parturition. 

§ HcmJkirICs Voy. in Purchas, iii. 500, 501, || The fame, 499. 
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the reign of Henry III. Mr. WalpU has proved how great a patron / 
that defpifed prince was of the Arts. It is not lefs evident that he 
extended his protedion to Natural Hiftory, We find he had pro- 
cured a White Bear from Norway ^ from whence it probably was 
imported from Greenland, the Norwegians having polfefled that 
country for fome centuries before that period. There are two writs 
extant from that monarch, directing the Iheriffs of London to furniih 
fix pence a day to fupport our White Bear in our Tower of London ; 
and to provide a muzzle and iron chain to hold him when out of 
the water ; and a long and ftrong rope to hold him, when he was 
fifiring in the Lhames *. Fit pfovifion was made at the fame time 
for the king’s Elephant. 

The Ikins of this fpecies, in old times, were offered by the hunters 
to the high altars of cathedrals, or other churches, that the pried 
might Hand on them, and not catch cold when he was celebrating 
high mafs in extreme cold weather. Many_ fuch were annually 
offered at the cathedral at Dronihetm in Norway ; and alfo the Ikins 
of wolves, which were fold, to purchafe wax-lights to burn in honor 
of tire faints f. v 

////?.%«</. N® 174— W/;V,v. 19. 19. Black. 

gEAR. With a long pointed nofe, and narrow forehead : the 
cheeks and throat of a yellowifli brown color; hair over the 
whole body and limbs of a glofly black, fmoother and Ihorter than 
that of the European kind. 

They are ufually fmaller than thofe of the old world j yet Mr. 

Bartram gives an inftance of an old he-bear killed in Florida, which 

• Madot^s Antiquities of the Exchequer, i.-376. 
t Olaus Magnus, lib. xviii. c. 20. 

Vob. I. K 
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was feven feet long, and, as he gueffed, weighed four hundred 
pounds *. 

Thefe animals are found in all parts of Nor fib America, from Hud- 
Jon's Bay to the fouthern extremity j but in Louifiana and the fouth- 
ern parts they appear only in the winter, migrating from the north 
in fearch of food. They fpread acrofs the northern part of the 
American continent to the Aftatic ifles. They are found in the 
Kuriljki iflands, which intervene between Kamtjehatka and Japan f, 
JeJo Mafma, which lies north of Japan and probably Japan itfelf j 
for Kiempfer fays, that a few fmall bears are found in the northern 
provinces §. 

It is very certain that this Ipecies of bear feeds on vegetables. 
Du Pratz, who is a faitliful as well as intelligent writer, relates, that 
in one fevere winter, when thefe animals were forced in multitudes 
from the woods, where there was abundance of animal food, they 
rejefled that, notwithftanding they were ready to perifli with hunger ; 
and, migrating into the lower Louifiana, would often break into the 
courts of houfes. They never touched the butchers meat which 
lay in their way, but fed voracioufly on the corn or roots they met 
with II . 

NecelTity alone fbmetimes compels them to attack and feed on 
the fwine they meet in the woods ; but flelh is to them an unnatu- 
ral diet. They live on berries, fruits, and pulfe of all kinds, and 
feed much on the black mulberry ^ ■, are remarkably fond of pota- 
toes, which they very readily dig up with their great paws j make 
great havock in the fields of maize ; and are great lovers of milk and 
honey. They feed much on herrings, which they catch in the feafon 
when thofe filh come in llroals up the creeks, which gives their 

• Journal of his travels into t,aft Florida, 26. f Hijl. Kamt/ch. hi. 287. 

3 Foy. au Nord. iv. 5, § Hijt. Japan, i. 126. || Du Pratz, ii. 57. 

f ALir, 360. 

aelK 
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flelh a difagreeable taftej and the fame effeft is^obfervcd when 
they eat the bitter berries of the fupeh. 

They are equally inoffenfive to mankind, provided they are not 
irritated} but if wounded, they will turn on their aflidlant with 
great fury, and, in cafe they can lay hold, never fail of hugging him 
to death ; for it has' been offerved they never mdie ufe, in their 
rage, of either their teetli or claws. If they meet a man in is path 
they will not go out of Jiis way ; but will not attack him. They 
never feek combat. A fmall dog will make them run up a tree. 

The American bears do not lodge in caves or clefts of rocks, like 
thofe 0? Europe. The bears of Hudjon’s Bay form their dens beneath 
the fnow, and fuffer fome to drop at the mouth, to conceal their 
retreat. 

The naturalift’s poet, with great truth and beauty, deferibes the 
retreat of this animal in the frozen climate of the north : 

There through the piny forcil half abforpt^ 

Rough tenant of thofe ftiadcs, the fliapelefs Bear^ 

With dangling ice all horrid, flallcs forlorn ; 

Slow pac\i, and fourer as the ftorms iiicreafe, 
makes his bed beneath th* inclement drift. 

And with Hern patience, fcorning weak complaint, 

Hardens his heart againft affailing want. 

Thofe of the fouthern parts dwell in the hollows of antient trees. 
The hunter difeovers them by (Iriking with an ax the tree he fuijxids 
they are lodged in, then fuddenly conceals himfelf. The Bear is 
immediately rouzed, looks out of the hollow to learn the caufe of 
the alarm } feeing none, finks again into repofe *. The hunter then 
forces him out, by flinging in fired reeds ; and Ihoots him while he 
defeends the body of the tree, which, notwithftanding his aukward 


♦ Du Pratz, ii. 61. 
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appearance, he does with great agility; nor is he lels nimble in 
afeending the tops of the higheft trees in fearch of berries and 
fruits. 

The long time which thefe animals fubfift without food is amaz- 
ing. They will continue in their retreat for fix weeks without the 
left provifion, remaining either afleep or totally inadive. It is pre- 
tended that they live by fucking their paws; but that is a vulgar 
error. The fa£t is, they retire immediately after autumn, when 
they have fattened themfelves to an exceflive degree by the abun- 
dance of the fruits which they find at that feafon. This enables 
animals, which perlpire very little in a ftate of reft, to endure an 
abftinence of uncommon length. But when this internal fupport 
is exhaufted, and they begin to feel the call of hunger, on the ap- 
proach of the fevere feafon, tliey quit their dens in fearch of food. 
Multitudes then migrate into die lower parts Lmifiana : they 
arrive very lean j but foon fatten with the vegetables of that milder 
climate *. They never wander far from the banks of the 'Mijjifipif 
and in their march form a beaten path like the track of men. 

Lawjon and Caiejhy f relate a very furprizing thing in refpeft to 
this animal, which is, that neither European or Indian ever killed a 
Bear with young. In one winter were killed in Virginia five hun- 
dred bears, and among them only two females ; and thofe not preg- 
nant. The caufe is, that the male has the fame unnatural diflike 
to its offspring as fome other animals have : they will kill and de- 
vour the cubs. The females therefore retire, before the time of par- 
turition, into the depth of woods and rocks, to elude the fearch of 
their favage mates. It is faid that they do not make their appear- 
ance with their young till March J. 

• Du PratZj ii. 6a. 

X Jojfdyn^i Voy. 91. 
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All who have tailed the flefh of this animal that it is jnofl: 
delicious eating*, a young Bear, fattened with the autumnal fruits, 
is a dilh fit for the nlceft epicure. It is wholefome and nourilbing, 
andrefembles pork more than any other meat. The tongue and 
the paws are efteemed the moft exquifite morfels ; the hams are 
alfo excellent, but apt to ruft, if not very well preferved. 

Four inches depth of fat has been found on a fingle Bear, and 
fifteen or fixteen gallons of pure oil melted from it *. The fat is 
of a pure white, and has the fingular quality of never lying heavy 
on the ftomach, notwithftanding a perlbn drank a quart of icf. 
Tlie Americans, make great ufc of it for frying their filh. It is 
befides ufed medicinally, and has been found very efficacious in 
rheumatic complaints, achs, and drains. 

The Indians of Louifiana prepare it thus : — As foon as they have 
killed the Bear, they fhoot a Deer ; cut off the head, and draw the 
Ikin entire to the legs, which they cut off : they then dop up every 
orifice,' except tliat on the neck, Into which they pour the melted 
fat of the Bear ; which is prepared by boiling the fat and flefli to- 
gether. This they call a Deer of oil, and fell to the French for a 
gun, or fomething of equal value 

Bears greafe is in great repute in Europe for its fuppofed quality ' 
of making the hair to grow on the human head. A great chymilt 
in the Uaymarket in London ufed to fatten annually two or tliree 
Bears for the fake of their fat. 

The fkin is in ufe for all purpofes which the coarfer forts of dirs 
ate applied to ; it ferves in America^ in didant journies, for cover- 
lets j and the finer parts have been in fome places ufed in the hat 
manufadlure §. 

The Indians of Canada daub their hands and face with the greafe, 

• Bartram*'i Journ, S. Florida, 361 ■}■ Lanu/en, 116. X Du Fratx, 

*'*63. ^ Lmujon, 117. 

to 
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to prefen''e them from the bite of muiketoes : they alfo finear their 
bodies with the oil after exceffive cxercife *. They think, like the 
Romans of old, that oil fupples their joints, and prefeiwes them in 
full adivity. 


20. Brown* 


Black Bear, liifl* N® 174.— &/^///>, v. 19. 

jgEAR. With long lltaggy hair, tifually dulky or black, with 
brown points ; liable to vary, perhaps according to tlieir age, 
or fome accident, which does not create a Ipecific difference. 


A variety of a pale brown color, whofe fkins I have fecn imported 
from Hudjon's Bay. The fame kind, I believe, is alfo found in 
Europe. The cubs are of a jetty black, and their necks often en- 
circled with white. 


jQ/ Bears fpotted with white. 

y. Land Bears, entirely white. Such fometimes fally from the lofty 
mountains which border on Sibiria, and appear in a wandering 
manner in the lotver parts of the country f . Marco Polo relates, 
that they were frequent in his time in the north of Eariary, and of a 
very great (ize. 

i. Grizzly Bears. Thefe are called by the Germans Silber-bar, or 
the Silver-bear ^ from the mixture of white hairs. Thefe are found 
in Europe^ and the very northern parts of North America^ as high as 
lat. 70 } where a hill is called after them, Grizzle Bear Hilly and 
where they breed in caverns j;. The ground in this neighborhood 
is in all parts turned by them in fearch of the hoards formed by the 
Ground Squirrels for winter provifion. 


* Kalm, iii. 1 3. f Dealer Pallet, J Mr. Samuil Hearne. 
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All thefe varieties form but one fpecies. They are granivorous 
and carnivorous, both \n Europe md America', and I believe, accord- 
ing to their refpeftive palates or habits, one may be deemed a va- 
riety which prefers the vegetable food ; another may be diftinguilhed 
from its preference of animal food. Mr, Graham alTures me, that 
the brown Bears, in the inland parts of Hudjon's Bay^ make great 
havock among the Buffaloes : are very large, and very dangerous 
when they are attacked and wounded. 

The Bears of Kamtjchatka are of a dun brown color : and feed 
chiefly on fiflr, or berries. They are far from rejeding animal food j 
even mankind becomes their prey when preffed by hunger ; and 
they will hunt the natives, in fiich cafes, by feent, and prowl out of 
their ufual trads for that purpofe : at thofe times, or when wounded 
they are exceedingly fierce *. It is faid that they give chafe to the 
Argali with great addrefs. They know that they have no chance in 
taking them by fpeed ; the Bears therefore climb up the rugged 
mountains, and gain the heights above the fpots where the wild 
Iheep feed : they with their paws fling down pieces of rock upon 
the herd ; and, if they happen to maim any, defeend and make a 
repafl on t^e lamed animal f. When the Bears find plenty of food 
they will not attack the human kind : yet if they find a Kamfjehadak 
afleep on the ground, they will through wanntonnefs bite him feverely, 
and fometimes tear a piece of flefh away. People thus injured are 
called Dranki, or the flayed J. 

In all favage nations the Bear has been an objed of veneration. 
Among tiie Americans a feafl: is made in honor of each that is killed. 
The head of the beaft is painted with all colors, and placed on an 
elevated place, where it receives the refpeds of all the guefts, who 

^ Captain King, in Cook’s voy. iii. 305. f Same 306. 

I Hiji, Kamtjchatk(;t, iii, 386. 
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celebrate in fongs the pr^fes of the Bear. They cut the body in 
pieces, and regale on it, and conclude the ceremony *. 

The chafe of thefe animals is a matter of the firft importance, 
and never undertaken without abundance of ceremony. A princi- 
pal warrior firft gives a general invitation to all the hunters. This 
is followed by a moft ferious faft of eight days, a total abftinence 
from all kinds of food j notwithftanding which, they pafs the day in 
continual fong. This they do to invoke' the fpirits of the woods to 
dired them to the place where there are abundance of Bears. They 
even cut the flefh in divers parts of their bodies, to render the 
fpirits more propitious. They alfo addrefs themfelves to the mams 
of the beafts (lain in preceding chafes, as if it were to direft 
them in their dreams to plenty of game. One dreamer alone can- 
not determine the place of chafe, numbers muft concur j but, as 
they tell eacii other their dreams, they never fail to agree : whether 
that may arife from complaifance, or by a real agreement in the 
dreams from their thoughts being perpetually turned on the fame 
thing. 

The chief of the hunt now gives a great feaft, at which no one 
dares to appear without firft bathing. At this entertainment they 
eat with great moderation, contrary to their ufual cuftom. The 
mafter of the feaft alone touches nothing j but is employed in re- 
lating to the guefts antient tales of the wonderful feats in former 
chafes ; and frefh invocations to the manes of the deceafed Bears 
conclude the whole. They then fally forth amidft the acclama- 
tions of the village, equipped as if for war, and painted black. 
Every able hunter is on a level with a great warrior j but he muft 
have killed his dozen great beafts before his chara£l:er is eftablilhed ; 
after which his alliance is as much courted as that of the moft valiant 
captain. 

^ Charlevoix, Nouv. Fr. v. 445* 
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They now proceed on their way in a direct line : neither rivers, 
marflies, or any other impediments, ftop their cotirfej driving 
before them all the bealts wliich they find in their way. When 
they arrive in the hunting-ground, they lurround as large a fpace as 
their company will admit, and then contraft their circle ■, I'earching, 
as they contrad, every hollow tree, and every place fit for the 
reti’cat of the bear, and continue the fame pradicc till the time of 
the chafe is expired. 

As foon as a bear is killed, a hunter puts into its mouth a lighted 
pipe of tobacco, and, blowing into it, fills tire throat with the 
fmoke, conjuring the fpirit of the animal not to refent what tliey 
are going to do to its body; nor to render their future chafes un- 
jliccefsful. As tire bead makes no reply, they cut out the firing 
of the tongue, and throw it into the fire ; if it crackles and runs in 
(which it is almoft fure to do) they accept it as a good omen; 
if not, they confider that the fpirit of the bead is not appeafed 
and that the chalc of the next year will be unfortunate. 

Tlie hunters live well during the chafe, on provifions wliich tJiey 
bring with them. They return Iiome with great pride and filf- 
fufficiency; for to kill a bear forms the charafter of a complete 
man. I'hey again give a great entertainment, and now make a 
point to leave nothing, 'fhe feall is dedicated to a certain genius, 
perhaps that of Gluttony, whofc refentment they dread, if they do 
not eat every morfcl, and even dip uji the very melted greafe in 
which the meat was dreffed. They fometimes eat till they burfi, 
or bring on themfelves fome violent diforders. 7'he firll courfe is 
the greatefi bear they have killed, without even taking out the en- 
trails, or taking off the ficin, contenting themfelves witlr fingeing 
the fkin, as is pradifed with hogs *. 

* Chark'ijoix, v. 169 to 174. 
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In Kamtschat- The KamfJlhatlmsj before their converllon to Chi'iftianity, had al- 
moft fiiTiiiar fuperftitions refpefling beai'S and other wild beafts : 
they entreated the bears and wolves not to hurt diem in the chafe, 
and whaies and marine animals not to overturn their boats. They 
never call die two former by their proper name, but by that of Si- 
pang, or ill-luck. 

At prefent the Kamtfebaikans kill the bear and other wild beafts 
with guns : formerly they had variety of inventions ; fuch as filling the 
entrance of its den with logs, and then digging down upon the ani- 
mal and deftroying it with fpears *. InSibiria it is taken by making 
a trap-fdl of a great piece of timber, which drops and crufhes it to 
death : or by forming a noofe in a rope faftened to a great log ; the 
bear runs its head into the noofe, and, finding itfelf engaged, grows 
furious, and either falls down fome precipice and kills itfelf, or wea- 
ries itfelf to death by its agitations. 

The killing of a bear in fair battle is reckoned as great a piece of 
heroifm by the Kamtjehatkans as it is with the ybmrkans. The 
vitftor makes a fcaft on die occafion, and fealh his neighbors with 
the beaft j then Jiangs the liead and thighs about his tent by way of 
trophies. 

Thefe people ufe the fkins to lie on, and for coverlets ; for bon- 
nets, gloves, collars for their dogs, idles idr their flioes, to prev^'cnc 
them from flipping on the ice. Of die Ihoulder-blades they make 
inftruments to cut the grafs j of the inteftines, covers for their faces, 
to proted them from the fun during fpring j and the Cojfacks ex- 
-tend them over their windows inftead of glafs. I'he fiefli and fat 
is among the chief dainties of the country f. 

Superftitions, relative to this animal, did not confine themfelves 
to America and Jfia, but fpread equally over tlie nortli of Europe. 

* Kaintfchaila^ Fr* uu 73. | The fame, 390, 
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The Laplanders held it in the greatefl; veneration : they called it the 
Dog of God, becaufe they efteemed it to have the fliength of ten 
men, and the fenfe of twelve*. They never prefume to call it by 
its proper name of Guouzhja^ lead it revenge the infult on their 
flocks j but ftyle it Moedda-aigiat or the old man in a furred 
cloak f . 

The killing of a Bear was reckoned as great an exploit in Lap- 
land as it was in America^ and the hero was held in the higheft 
efteem by both iexes ; and, by a Angular cuftom, was foi'bid all 
commerce with his wife for three days. The Laplanders bring 
home the (lain beads in great triumph. They cred a new tent 
near tlieir former dwelling, but never enter it till they have flung off 
the drefs of the cliafe. They continue in it three entire days j and 
tite women keep at home the fame fpacc. The m.en drefs the flclh 
of the Bear in the new' tent, and make their repad, giving part to 
the females ; but take great care never to bedow on them a bit of 
the rump. Neither will they deliver to them the meat througli the 
common entrance of the hut, but through a hole in anotiier parr. 
In fign of victory, the men lirrinkle themfelves with the blood of 
the bead. 

After they have ftniflied eating the flefli, they bury die bones 
w'ith great folemnity, and place every bone in its proper place, from 
a firm perfuafion that the Bear will be redored, and re-animate a 
new body. 

At the pulling off the fkin, and cutting the body into pieces, 
tlicy were ufed to fing a fong, but without meaning or rhyme J ; 
but the antient Fins had a fong, which, if not highly embellidied by 
the tranflator, is far from inelegant. 

^ Lms Lapmark, Suppl. 64. f The fame, 502. [t The fame, Siipph 
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Eeail ! of all foreil beafts fubdued and llain. 

Health to our huts and prey a hundred-fold 
Redore ; and o’er us keep a conftaiit guard ! 

I thank the Gods who gave fo noble prey I 
When the great day-ftar hides beyond the a/p, 

I hie me home ; and joy, all clad in flowers. 

For three long nights llialJ reign throughout my hut» 
With tranlport lhali I climb the mountain^ fide. 

Joy op’d this day, joy fliall attend its clofe. 

Thee I revere, from thee expeid my prey : 

Nor e’er forgot my carol to the Bear 


N'’ 176, 177. Syn, 

Gulo, Pallas SpclL Zool, Fafc. xiv, 25, tab* li*-—LEV, Mus* 


AR. With fliort rounded ears, almoft concealed by the fur: 
face Iharp, black, and pointed : back broad, and, while the 
animal is in motion, much elevated, or arched ; and the head car- 
ried low : the legs Ihort and ftrong : claws long and Iharp, white 
at their ends. 

The length from nofe to tail twenty-eight inches ; of the trunk of 
the tail feven inches. It is covered with thick long hairs, reddiih 
at the bottom, black at the end j fonte reach fix inches beyond the 

rip. 

The hairs on the head, back, and belly, are of the fame color.';, 
but much finer and fbfter. Before they are examined, the animal 
appears wholly black. I'he throat whitifh, marked with black. 
Along the fides, from the fhoulders to the tail, is a broad band of a 
ferruginous color ; in feveral of tlie Ikins, brought from Hudjon's 
Bay^ I obferved this band to be white. The legs are black j the 


feet 


♦ Nkhlpj Kujfim Nat ms j i, 50, 
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ket covered with hair on the bottom. On the fore feet of that 
which I examined were feme white fpots. On each foot were five 
toes, not greatly divided. 

It hath much the adtion of a Bear ; not only in the form of its 
back, and the hanging down of its head, but alfo in telling on the 
hind part of the firft joint of its legs. 

T.his is one of die local animals of America. I trace it as fir Place. 
north as the Cofper river, and to the countries on the weft and foiith 
of Hudjon's Bay, Canada, and the trad as far as the ftraits of Micbill- 
makinac, between the lakes Huron and Superior. 

I have reafon to think that the Glutton of the old writers is the Glutton ov om> 
lame with this animal; and that in my Hiftory of Quadrupeds I '<■'1 
unnecefiarily feparated them. Since I have received tiie late publi- 
cation of Dr. Pallas, I am fatisfied that it is common to t!ie north 
of America, Europe, and AJia, even to Kamtjcbalka ; inhabiting the 
vaft forefts of the north, even within the Polar circle. The Kamt- 
Jchaikans value them fo highly as to fay, that the heavenly beings 
wear no other furs. The Ikins are the greatell prefent they can 
m.ake their miftrefles ; and the women ornament their heads with 
the parts of the white bantled variety. The Ruffians call thefc ani- 
mals Roffiomak-, the Kamtjehatkans, P'ymi, or fummi. 

It is a beaft of uncommon fiercenefs, the terror of the Wolf and Maknek?, 

Bear j the former, which will devour any carrion, will not touch the 
carcafe of this animal, which fmells more fetid than that of a Pole- 
cat. It has great ftrength, and makes vaft refiftance when taken; 
will tear the traps often to pieces ; or if wounded, will fnap the 
ftock from the barrel of the mulket ; and ofrtn do more dam.ige in 
the capture than the fur is worth. 

It preys indifterendy on all animals which it can mafter. It feeds 
by night, and, being flow of foot, follows the track of v/olvcs and 
foxes in the fnow, in order to come in for ftiare of their prey. It 

will 
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will dig lip the carcafes of animals, and the provifions concealed 
by the hnntfmen deep in the fnow, which it will carry away to 
other places to devour. About the Lena it will attack horfes, on 
whole backs are often feen the marks of its teeth and claws. By a 
wonderful fagacity it will afcend a tree, and fling from the boughs a 
fpecies of mofs which Elks and Reins are very fond of; and 
wfien thofe animals come beneath to feed on it, will fall on them 
and deftroy diem ; or, like the Lynx, it afeends to the boughs of 
trees, and falls on the Deer which cafually pafs beneath, and 
adheres till they fall down with fatigue. It is a great enemy to the 
Beaver and is on that account fometimes called the Beaver -eater. 
It watches at tlie mouth of their holes, and catches them as they 
come out. It fearches the traps laid for taking other beafts, and 
tlevours thofe which if finds taken. It breaks into the magazines 
of the natives, and robs them of the provifions ; whether they are 
covered with logs, bruflrwood, and built high between two or three 
ftancling trees f . 

It lodges in clefts of rocks, or in hollows of trees, and in Sibiria 
often in the deferred holes of Badgers ; never digging its own den, 
nor liaving any certain habitation. It breeds once a year, bring- 
ing from two to four at a litter Its fur is much ufed for muffs. 
Notwithftanding its great fierccnefs when wounded, or firft feizure, 
it is capable of being made very tame §. 

The llcins are frequently brought from Hudjon’s Bay, and com- 
monly ufed for muffs. In Sibiria the fkin is mofb valued which is 
black, and has left of the ferruginous band. Thefe are chiefly 
found in tire mountanous forefts of Jakutfi, and ufed by the natives 
to adorn their caps. Few of the Sibirian fkins are fent into Raffia, 
but are chiefly fold to the Mongals and Chinefe. 

* Ddhs, 40. t Mr. Graham. } Tte feme. § Edvj.'ii. 103. 
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The relations of the exceflive gluttony of this animal j that it eats 
till it is ready to buift, and that it is obliged to unload itfelf by 
fqueczing its body between two trees j are totally fabulous : like 
other animals, they eat till they are fatisfied, and then leave off*. 

Hifl, N** 178.-— V, 46^ — Lev. Mus. 22. Raccoon. 

j^EAR. With upper jaw larger than the lower; ficc (liarp- 
pointed, and fox-like : ears Ihort and rounded : eyes large, of 
a ycllowidr green ; the fpace round them black : a dulky line ex- 
tends from the forehead to the nofe; the reft of the fiice, the cheeks, 
and the throat, white : the hair univerfally long and foft ; that on 
the back tipr with black, white in the middle, and cinereous at the 
roots : tail annulated with black and white, and very full of hair ; 
toes black, and quite divided ; the fore-feet ferve the purpofes of a 
hand. 

Thefe animals vary in color. 1 have feen fome of a pale brown, 
ethers white. Their ufual length, from nofe to tail, is two feet : 
near the tail about one. 

Raccoons inhabit only the temperate parts oi North America^ from Place. 
Nm England f to Florida They probably are continued in the 
fame latitudes acrofs the continent, being, according to D ampler, 
found in tlic iftes of Maria, in the South Sea, between the fouth 
I)oint of California and Cape Corienics. It is allb an inhabitant of 
Mexico, where it is called Mapacb §. 

It lives in hollow trees, and is very expert at climbing. Like Manners. 

other beafts of prey, keeps much within during day, except it jjrovcs 
dark and cloudy. In faowy and ftormj^ weather it coniines itlcll to 

Hift, Kamtfch. f JoJJelyri^s J Ai count of flmdui 

^ f'miand^NGv.Hifp. L 
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its hole for a vrcek together. It feeds indifferently on fruits or flelh; 
is extremely deftrudlive to fields of mayz, and very injurious to all 
kinds of fruits ; loves ftrong liquors, and will get exceffively drunk. 
It makes great havock among poultry, and is very fond of eggs. 
Is itfelf often the prey of Snakes**^. 

Thofe which inhabit places near the llaore live much on lliell- 
fifli, particularly oyfters. They will watch the opening of the fliell, 
dextroufiy put in its paw, and tear out tire contents ; fometimes the 
oyfter fuddenly clofes, catches the thiefj and detains it till drowned 
by the return of the tide. They likewife feed on ci'abs, both fea 
and land. It lias all the cunning of the Fox. Lawjon f fliys, that 
it will (land on tlie fide of a fwamp, and hang its tail over into the 
water: the crabs will lay hold, miilaking it for a bait j which, as 
foon as the Raccoon feels, it pulls out with a fudden jerk, and 
makes a prey of the cheated crabs. 

It is made tame with great eafe, fo as to follow its mafier along 
the ftreets ; but never can be broke from its habit of ftealing, or 
killing of poultry It is fo fond of fugar, or any fweet things, as 
to do infinite mifehief in a houfe, if cure is not taken §. 

It has many of the adlions of a Monkey ; fuch as feeding itfelf 
with its fore feet, fitting up to eat, being always in motion, being 
very inquifidve, and examining every thing it fees with its paws. 
Notwithflanding it is not fond of water, it dips into it all forts of 
dry food which is given to it ■, and will wafli its face with its feet, 
like a Cat. 

It is fought after on account of the fur. Some people eat it, and 
efteem it as very good meat. I'he Swedes call it Siup^ and FJpan ; 
the Dutch, ILj^pan ; and the Iroqueje, Jfftgbro. I'hc hair makes the 
bell huts, next to that of the Beaver. The tail is worn round the 
neck in winter, by way of prefervative againft the cold J|. 

* Kalw, i. 97. ii. 67. f 121. I Ka/m, I 2 o8. § The fame. 

!; Ka!w, ii. 97. 
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American Baclgcn HJ/t. SluaJ, p. 298. / 3 .—- \\\ 226.— Lev: Mds. 

B adger, with rounded ears : forehead, and middle of the 
cheeks, marked with a white line, extending to the beginning 
of the back, bounded on each fide by another of black : cheeks 
v/hite ; fpace round tire ears dufley : body covered with long coarfe 
hair, cinereous and white. 

The legs were wanting in the fkin which I law j but I fupply 
that defedl from M. de Buffon's defeription. They were dulky, 
and the toes furnilhed with claws, like the European kind. . M. de 
Biiffon obferved only four toes on the hind feet ; but then he fuf- 
peded that one was torn off from the dried (kin he faw. 

Thefe animals are rather fcarce in America. They are found ia 
the neighborhood of lludfon' s Bay, and in ‘Terra di Labrador ; and 
perhaps as low as Pemijylvania, wlxere they are called Ground Hogs*". 
They do not differ fpecifically from the European kind ; but are 
fometimes found wdiite in America f . 

I do not difeover them in northern Ajla, nearer than the banks of 
tile Talk They are common in China, where they are frequently 
brought to the lhambles, being an dleemed food §. In northern 
Europe, they are found in Nerzvay and Sweden [|. 

Le Comte de Buffon imagines this animal f to be the Carcajou of 
Pert Americans, and not the Wolveren. The matter is uncertain: 

* Kahn, i, 189. f BriJjin ^ad. 185, t Pallas. § BelPs 

VraWf, ii. 83. Ponti>pl)idan,u, z%.-^Fasin,Su(c, N®20. Suppl. 

lorn. lit. 242. 
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yet I find that name beftowed on the latter by La Hontan ; by Dobbst 
who makes it fynonymous j and by Charlrjcix, though the laft 
millakes the animalj yet not the manners of that which he afcribes 
it to. On the other hand, Mr. Graham and Mr. Edwards omit 
that title, and call it only Wolveren, or Queequehatch. 
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H/J}. Sluad. N* i8i. 


O P O S S U M. With ten cutting teeth above, eight: beneath ; 

eyes black, fmall, and lively : cars large, naked, membrana- 
ceous, and rounded ; face long and pointed ; whiflcers on each fide 
of rlie nofc, and tufts of long hairs over the eyes : legs are fhort ; 
the thumb on the hind feet has a flat nail, the reft of the toes have 
on them fharp talons ; the body is fliort, round, and thick : the 
tail long ; the bafe is covered with hair for three inclics, the reft is 
covered with fmall fcaics, and has the difgufting rcfemblance of a 
Snake. 

On the lower part of the belly of the female is a large pouch, 
in which the teats are placed, and in which the young lotigc as 
foon as tliey are born. The body is cloathed with very long foft 
Jiairs, lying ufually uneven : the color appears of a dirty white ; 
the lower parts of the hairs dufley ; and above each eye is a whitilT 
fpot : the belly tinged with yellow. 

The length of one I examined was feventeen inches, of the tail 
fourteen. 

This fpccies is found as far nortli as Canada *, where the French 
Call it Le Rat de hois j from thence it extends fouthward, even to the 
Brafils and Peru. The Angularity of the ventral pouch of the fe- 
male, and the manner of its bringing up its young, places it among 
the moll wonderful animals of the new continent. 

CbarkvoirXj v, 197, 
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As foon as the female finds herfelf near the time of bringing 
forth, Ihe prepares a neft of coarfe grafs, covered with long pieces 
of (ticks, near four feet high and five in diameter, confufedljr put 
together *. She brings forth from four to fix at a time. As foon 
as they come into the world they retreat into the falfe belly, blind, 
naked, and exadtly refembling little foetufes. They fallen clofely 
to the teats, as if they grew to rhem ; which has given caufe to the 
vulgar error, that they w'ere created fo. There tliey adhere as if 
they were iiianimate, till they arrive at a degree of perfeftion in 
fiiape, and attain fight, ftrength, and hair ; after which they undergo 
a fort of fccond birth. From that time they run into the pouch as 
an aiylum from danger. The female carries them about with the 
utmoft afieiftion, and would rather be kiiled than permit tliis re- 
ceptacle to be opened j tor (lie has the power of contrafting or di- 
lating the orifice by tlie help of Ibme very flrong mufcles. If they 
are fui prifed, and have not time to retreat into the pouch, they will 
adhere to the tail of the parent, and efcape with her f . 

The Opoifum is both carnivoious and frugivorous. It is a 
great enemy to poultry j and will fuck the blood anti leave the fieflr 
untouched It climbs trees very expertly, feeding on wild fruits, 
and alfo on various roots. Its tail has the fame prehenfile quality 
as that of fome fpecies of Monkies. It will hang from the branches 
by it, and by fwinging its body, fling itfeif among the boughs of 
the adjacent trees. It is a very flugglih animal ; has a very flow 
pace, and makes fcarcely any efibits to efcape. When it finds it- 
feif on the point of being taken, it counterfeits death ; hardly any 
torture will make it give figns of life If the perfon retires, it 
will put itfeif in motion, and creep into fome neighboring bufli. 

* Bartiram’s Journal E. Florida, 30. f The fame. J Du Frotz, n, 6 ^, 
^ The fame, 66. 
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It is more tenacious of life than a Cat, and will fufFer great vio- 
lence before it is killed *. 

The old animals are efteemed as delicate eating as a fucking pigj 
yet the Ikin is very foetid. The Indian women of Lomjmia dye 
the hair, and weave it into girdles and gaiters f. 

* Limfin, J20. t Du PratZi It. 65. 
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Place, 


26. Stoat. 


n I S r. (lUAD, Genus XXHL 


Hijl. ^ad. N" 192 — Smellie, iv. 257 .— Lev. Mus, 

W EESEL. With fmall rounded ears; beneath each corner 
of the mouth is a white fpot : bread and belly white ; red 
of the body of a pale tawny brown. Its length, fi'om the tip of the 
nofe to the tail, is about feven inches j the tail two and a half. 

Inhabits the country about Hudjm’s Bay, Newfoundland, and as 
far foiith as Carolina *. Mr. Graham fent fome over, both, in their 
dimmer coat, and others almod entirely white, the color they adliine 
in winter. We meet with them again in Kamtjehatka, and all over 
Rujfia and Sibiria j and in thofe northern regions they regularly 
turn white during winter. One, which was brought from Natka 
Sound in North America, had between the ears and nofe a bed of 
glofly black, which probably was its univerfal color before its 
change. Dr, Irving faw on Moffen ifland, north of Spitzbergen, 
lat. 80. an animal, perhaps of this kind, fpotted black and white f. 


Hijf. ^ad, 1 9 3 Smellie^ i v , 262. — L E v , M u s . 

"'y^EESEL. With fhort ears, edged with white: head, back, 
fidcs, and legs, of a pale tawny brown ; under lide of the 
body white : lower part of the tail browm, the end black. 

In northern countries, changes in winter to a fnowy whitenefs, 


Catfy, Jpp. 


f Phipps's Voy. j8. 
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the end of the tail excepted, which retains its black color ; in this 
flate is called an Ermine. 

Length, from nofe to tail, ten inches ; the rail is five and a half. 

Inhabits only Hudjon's Bay^ Canada, and the northern parts of 
North America. In Newfoundland it is fo bold as to commit its 
thefts in open view. Feeds on eggs, the young of birds, and on 
the mice with which thofe countries abound. They alio prey on 
Rabbits, and the White Grous. The fl<ins are exported horn Ca- 
nada among what the French call la menue pellet crie, or fmall furs *. 

It is found again in plenty in Kamtjehatka f, the Kurill illands, 
Sihiria, and in all the northern extremities of Europe. It is Icarce 
in Kamfchatka ; and its chafe is not attended to, amidft the quan- 
tity of fuperior furs. But in Sihiria and Norway they arc a confi- 
derable article of commerce. In tiie former, they are taken in 
traps, baited with a bit of flefli j in the latter, either Idiot with 
blunt arrow's, or taken, as garden mice are in England, by a flat 
ftone propped by a baited (tick, which falls down on the left couch, 
and cruflies them to death §. They are found in Sibiria in great 
plenty in woods of birch, yet are never leen in thole of fii', 'I'heir 
fkins are fold there on the fpot from two to three pounds Iderling 
per hundred j]. 

They aie not I'ound on the Artlic flats. I'he inhabitants of the 
JJcbuk/Jchi Nofs get them in exchange from the Americans, wher e 
they are of a larger fize than any in the Ruffian dominions. 

I'he excefTrve cold of certain wdntcrs has obliged even theie hardy 
animals to migrate, as was evident in the year 1730, and i744<{. 

• Charh’voix, v. 197. f Hif. Kamtfcbatka, 99. f Bell's Tra- 

vtls, i. 199. ^ PontoppUan, ii. 25. || Gmdin RuJ'. Sumhmg, 516. 

^ Nov, Sp. ati. 188. 
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h\L ZooL L i6, — Smc/lu', iv. Lkv. r4irs. 

WEES E L. With white checks and tips of cars .; yellow throat 
and bread ■, red of the fur of a fine deep chcfnut-color in 
th(' male, paler in the female: tail bufhy, and of a tlccpcr color 
than the body. 

Tiiefc animals inhabit, in great abundance, the northern parts of 
America-, but I believe the fpecies ceafes before it arrives at the 
temperate provinces. They appear again in the north of Europe, 
cxteml acrofs the Urallian chain, but do not reach the Ohy, 

TJtey inhabit foreds, pariiculaily thofe of fir and pine, and make 
their ncfls in the tree.s. Breed once a year, and bring frp|n two to 
four at a litter. They feed principally upon mice; ]put dedroy 
alfo all kinvls c'f birds which they can madcr. They are taken by 
the natives of lliAjon's Bay in I'mall log-traps, baited, which fail on 
and kill tliem. The natives eat the fielh. 

Their /kins are among the more valuable furs, and make a mod 
import tnt article of commerce. I obferved, that in one of the 
fludjm’s Bay Company’s annual fales, not fewer than 112,370 good 
/kins, and 2,360 damaged, were fold; and in that year (1743) 
30,325 we’re imported by the French from Canada into the port of 
Rochelle. Theyaie found in great numbers in the midd of the 
woods of Canada and once in two or three years come out in 
great multitudes, as if their rctieats were overdocked; this the 
hunters look on as a forerunner of great fnows, and a fealbn favor- 
able to tile chafe *. 

It is remarkable, that notwithflanding this /pecies extends acrofs 
the continent of Amerka, from I/ud/on's Bay to the oppofite fide. 


• V. J97. 
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yet It is iofl on the Afiatic fide of the ftiaits of T'JihuktJchi j nor h 
it recovered till you reach Catbennebourg^ a diftrid of Sibnia wch 
of ^£obolJk, and twenty-five degrees weft longitude diftant from 
America. The fineft in the known world are taken about Vfa^ and 
in the mountains of Caucajus *. It is known that the T/ihuhtJek | 
procure the fkins for cloathing themfclves fiom the Amertcans , 
» their country being deftitute of trees, and confequcnily of the aiu- 
: mals, inhabitants of forefts, furniftiing thofc ufeful articles. 

The Houfc Martin, Htjl. N® 199, is found neither in Arne- 
ArAic countries. 


ILJl, 204 —Smrlhe, \iL 307«— Ltv» Mvs 


28. Pekan* 


With ears a little pointed : body and liead co- 
vered with hair of a mixture of grey, chefnut, and black, 
and l^fieath protefled by a cinereous down : die lower jaw encir- 
cled wivH wliite : legs and tail black : on the bieaft, between the 
fore-legs, a fpot of wliite, and another on the belly between the 
hind- legs : fO^ covered above and below with fur, 

I faw this and tn-* following animal at Paris, in the cabinet of 
M. Aubry, Cure de St. Louis en L'ljle, They were in glafs cafes 
fo I could get only an imperfeft view of them. According to M. 
de Buffon, the length of this was a foot and a half French meafuie ; 
the tail ten inches :j:. The fur is fine ■, and die Ikins weic often im- 
ported by the French fiom Canada. 

This feems to me to be very nearly allied to the European Mar- 
tin, N® 15. Br, ZooJ. vol. i. It agrees very much in dimenfions. 


* DoSlcr Pallas. 
tab. xlu. xlui. 


t Mstlhr, Pief. xxix. 


J if Pekan, tom. xiii- 304. 
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and in the white marks. It is alfo the animal which Mr. Graham 
fent to the Royal Society from Uudjon's Bay, under the name of 
JachJh, v/hich he fays harbours about creeks, and lives on fifli. 
Brings from two to four young at a time. Is caught by the na- 
tives, who eat the flelh and barter the Ikins. 

29. Visos. W zo^,~—Smelhe, vii. 307. 

WEE SEL. With a long neck and body; fliort legs; head 
and body brown tinged with tawny ; tail black ; the down 
of a bright alh- color. 

Length from head to tail one foot four inches, hreneb ; tail fever 
inches, or to the end of die hairs nine. 

Inhabits Canada. 


30- SABLr. riJl.SluctL 201, and p. 32S.— vii 309, 

Muilela Zibelluiia, PtiUas $j>. Zoo/, fife. xiv. 54. tab. 

W E E S E L. With head and ears whlffh * e^rbad, in- 
clining to a tiiangular form, and rounded at top, in the 
Afialic fpecimens; in the American, lather pointed; whole body of 
a light tawny : feet veiy large, hairy above and below ; claws 
w hitc. 

Length, from nofe to tail, twenty inches ; of the trunk of the tail, 
four inches } from the bafe to the end of die hairs eight : of a dufley 
color. 

Place. This defeription is taken from a fkin fent from Canada .* but it 

extends acrofs die whole continent, being frequently found among 
the furs which the Americans traffic with among the inhabitants of 

the 
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the Tfd&Jcbi Ncfs The Jmerican fpecimen, which I had op- 
portunity of examining, was of the bleached, or worft kind ; pro- 
bably others may equal in value thofe of Jfta. 

The great refidence of thefe animals is in Jfia, beginning at the 
Urallian chain, and growing more and more plentiful as they ad 
vance eallward, and more valuable as they advance more north. 
None are found to the north -caft of the Anadir, nor in any parts 
deftituie of trees. They love vail forells, efpecially thofe of hr, in 
which thofe of molt exquifite beauty are found. They are fre- 
quent in Kamtjehatka, and are met with in the Kuril illcs f. They 
extend from about Ut. 50 to lai. 58. 

They are very eafily made tame ; will attach themfelves fo to 
their mailer, as to wander a confiderable way, and return again to 
their home. They abhor water: therefore the notion of their being 
the Satbmon of Arijlotk is erroneous. 

Another way of taking them, behdes thofe which I before men- 
tio^> jn my Hiftory of Quadrupeds, is by placing a piece of 
timb^ir from tree to -.tree horizontally j near one end of this is 
placed a bait : over the lower piece of wood is placed anotlicr, fuf- 
pended and rolling at one end on a poll very flighrly : a 

rod extends Irom k to a noofc, to v/liich the bait is fallened. As 
foon as the Sable feizes the meat, the upper timber falls, and kills 
the precious animal The hunting feafon always begins with the 
firll fnows : but they are now become fo very fcarcc, as to be con- 
fined to the vail furefts of the extreme parts of Sibiria, and to the 
dillant Kanitjchatka. Such has been the rage of luxury ! 

It was not till the later ages that the furs of bealls became an 
article of luxury. The more refined nations of antient times ne- 

* Pallas. j Dtfcr. Kamf/chatka, zji;. 

I Veyaga de Pallas, ii. 3J9, tab. \\\h^Decouvertes dans le Rujltf w c . iv. 
tab. VI. vii* 
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ver made ufe of them : thofe alone whom the former ftigmatized 
as barbarians, were cloathed in the flcins of animals. Strabo de- 
feribes the Indians covered with the fkins of Lions, Panthers, and 
Bears * j and Seneca f, the Scythians cloathed with the fkins of Foxes, 
and the lelTer quadrupeds. Virgil exliibits a pidure of the favage 
Hyperboreans y fimilar to that which our late circumnavigators can 
witnefs to in the cloathing of the wild Americansy unfeen before by 
any polifhed people. 

Gens efFrxna virum Riph^io tunditur Euro ; 

Et pecudum fulvis velantur corpora fetis. 

Moft part of Europe was at tliis time in fimilar circumftances. 
Caj'ar might be as much amazed with the ficin-drelfcd heroes of 
Britaiiiy as our celebrated Cook was at thofe of his new-difeoveret! 
regions. What time hath done to us, time, under humane con- 
querors, may effed for them. Civilization may take place, and 
thofe Ipoils of animals, which are at prefent efiential for cloathing, 
become the mere objeds of ornament and luxury. 

I cannot find that the Greeks or old Romans ever made ule of 
Firs. It originated in thofe regions where they moft abounded, 
and where the feverity of tlie climate required that fpecies of 
cloathing. At lirft it confifted of the flcins only, almoft in the ftate 
in which they were torn from the body of the beaft j but as foon as 
civilization took place, and manufadures were introduced, furs 
became the lining of the drefs, and often the elegant facing of the 
robes. It is pi’obable, that the northern conquerors introduced the 
fafhion into Europe. We find, that about the year 522, when 
SCotiluy king of the Vifigothsy reigned in Italyy that the Suethons (a 
people of modern Sweden ) found means, by help of the commerce 
of numberlefs intervening people, to tranfmit, for the ufe of the 

• Strahoy lib* xvii, p, 1184, f Epijl. Ep, xc, 

Romans, 



SABLE. 


93 


Romans, fapbilinas pelks, the precious Ikins of the Sables*. As 
luxury advanced, furs, even of the moft valuable fpecies, were ufcd 
by princes as lining for their tents: thus Marco Polo, in 1252, 
found thofe of the Cham of Partary lined with Ermines and Sa- 
bles f . He calls the laft Zibelines, and ZamboUnes. He lays that 
thofe, and other precious furs, were brought from countries far 
north } from the land of Darknefs, and regions almoll inaccelTible, 
by reafon of morafles and ice The Welfo fet a high value on 
furs, as early as the time of Hozvel Dda §, v/ho began his reign 
about 940. In the next age, furs became the fafliionable magnifi- 
cence of Europe. When Godfrey of Boulogne, and his followers, ap- 
peared before the emperor Alexis Comnene, on their way to the Holy 
Land, he was ftruck witli the richnefs of their drefies, tarn ex ofro > 
quam aurifrigio et niveo epere harmelino et ex mardrino grifioqite el 
vario. How dilFerent was the advance of luxury in L'rame, from 
the time of their great monarch Charlemagne, who contented him- 
felf with the plain fur of the Otter ! Henry I. wore furs; yet in his 
diftrefs was obliged to change them for warm IFeljh flannel j|. But 
in the year *^be luxury had got to fuch a head, that Eld- 

ward III. enabled, that all perfons who could not lj)end a hundred 
a year, fliould abfolutely be prohibited the ufe of this fpecies of 
finery. Thefe, from their great expence, mull have been foreign 
furs, obtained from the Italian commercial Hates, whofe traffic was 
at this period boundlefs. How ftrange is the revolution in the fur 
trade ! The north of Afia, at that time, fupplied us with every va- 
luable kind ; at prefent we fend, by means of the pofieffion of Ihd- 
fon’s Bay, furs, to immenfe amount, even to 1 ‘urkey and the diftant 
China. 

• Jornandes de Rebus Geticis. f lu Bergersds Coll. jO.—Purcbeis, iii, 8(5, 

J 160,161,162. ^ Leges If 'allicie. \\ Barrmgto/i ea tbe Statuses, ^.th cd. 

m 
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H'tfi, ^ad. N* 202.— V. 207.— -Lev. Mus, 


\;y’EESEL. With ears broad, round, and duiky, edged with 
white : head and fides of the neck pale brown mixed with 
afli-color and black : hairs on the back, belly, legs, and tail, brown 
at the bafe, and black at their ends : fides of the body brown. 

The feet very' large and broad, covered above and below thickly 
with hair: on each foot are five toes, with white claws, lharp, 
ftrong, and crooked : the fore legs Ihorter than thofe behind : the 
tail is fill! and bufliy, fmalleft at the end. Length, from nofe to 
tail, is twenty-eight inches ; of the tail feventeen. 

This animal inhabits Hudjon's Bay, and is found in New England, 
and as low as Penjyhaiiia. About Hudjon's Bay they are called lVe~ 
jacks, and Woodjlmh, They harbour about creeks, feed upon fifh, 
and probably birds. They breed once a year, and have from two 
to four at a birth. The natives catch them, and difpofe of the (kins, 
which arc fold in England for four or fix fiiillings apiece. Such is 
the account I received from Mr. Graham. 

The late worthy Mr. Peter CcUhJon tranfmitted to me the fol- 
lowing relation, which he received from Mr. Bnrtram: — “ They 
“ are found in Penjylvank-, and, notwithftanding they are not 
amphibious, arc called Fijloers, and live on all kinds of lefier 
" quadrupeds.” I do not know how to reconcile thefe accounts 
of the fame animal (for fuel) it is) unlefs it preys indifferently on 
fifh and land animals, as is often the cafe with rapacious beafts, and 
that both Mi‘. Graham and Bartram may have overlooked that cir- 
cumftance. 


Bj{. 
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Hijl. Sluad. N* lOJ.^Smellie, v. 297. 

w EES EL. With fmall and rounded ears; the ground color 
of the whole animal black, marked on the back and fides 
with five long parallel lines of white ; one extending from the head 
along the top of the back to the bafe of the tail ; with two others 
on each fide, the highefi of which reaches a litde way up the tail : 
the tail is long, and very buflty towards the end. 

This fpecies varies in the difpofition of the ftripes, and I fufped 
the male is entirely black, as dcfcribed by M. Du Pralz * ; who 
firys, that the female has rings of white intermixed. If that is the 
cafe, the Coit/c, which M. de Bujfon f received from Virginia^ is of 
this kind. It is of an uniform color ; but what is a flronger proof 
of their differing only in fex, is the agreement in number of toes 
in the fore feet, there being four on each ; an exception to the cha- 
rafter of this Genus. 

In fize it is equal to an European Pole-cat, but carries its back 
more elevated. 

Thefe animals are found from Penjylvania as far as Louifiana-^ where 
they arc known by the name of the Pole-cat ;j; or Skunk j which 
is given indifferently to both of thefe fmtid beads. 

Nature hath furnifhed this and the following a fpecies of defence 
fuperior to the force either of teeth or claws. The French mod 
juftly call thefe animals enfans du Diabky or children of the Devil, 
and Bites puantes, or the ftinking beads ; as the Szvedes bedow on 
them that of Fijkatta. The pediferous vapour which it emits from 
behind, when it is either attacked, purfued, or frightened, is fo 

• Vol. ii. 67. f xiii, Coafe, p. Couefutt {the female) ibiJ. tab. 

xxxviii, xl. } Caiejly, ii, tab. 6z, 

fuflbeating 
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fuffbeating and fa’dd, as at once to make the boldeft allailant retire 
with precipitation. A fmall f])ace is often no means of fcciirityi 
the animal either will turn its tail, and by a frequent crepitus pre- 
vent all repetition of attempts on its liberty ; or elfe ejaculate its 
ftifling urine to the cliftance of eighteen feet *. Its enemy is ftu- 
pified with the abominable flench ; or perhaps experiences a tem- 
porary blindnefs, (Itould any of the liquid fall on his eyes. No 
waffling will free his cloaths from the fmell : they muft even be 
buried in frefh foil, in order to be efi'eftually purified. 

Ferfons who have juft undergone this misfortune, naturally run to 
the next houfe to try to free thcmfelvcs from it ; but the rights of 
hofpitality are denied to them ; the owner, dreading the infedlion, 
is fure to fhut the door againft them. 

ProfefTor Ka/m ran die danger of being fuftbeated by the ftench 
of one, which was purfued into a houfe where he was. 

A maid-fervant, who deftroyed another in a room where meat 
was kept, w'as lb afttded by the vapour as to continue ill foi- feveral 
days j and the provifions wei'c fo infetled, that the maftcr of tlie 
houfe was forced to Ping them away f. 

Travellers are often obliged, even in the midft of forefts, to hold 
their nofes, to prevent the cfFe£ls of its ftencli. 

The brute creation ai'C in like dread of its effluvia. Cattle will 
roar with agony j and none but true-bred dogs will attack it: even 
thofe are often obliged to run their nofes into the ground before they 
can return to complete its deftru6lion. The fmell of the dogs, after 
a combat of this nature, remains for fcvei-al days intolerable. 

Notwithftanding this horrible quality, the fielh is eaten, and is 
efteemed as fweet as lint of a Fig. The bladder muft be taken our, 
and the Ikin flayed oftj as foon as the animal is killed J. 

* Kol»!, i. 275. t The fame, 277. I Lanufon, ii<).-—Kalm, i. 278. 
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I fhould think it a very difagreeable companion : yet it is often 
tamed fo as to follow its mailer like a Dog ; for it never emirs its 
vapour unlefs terrified *. It furely ouglitito be treated with the 
highefc attention, 

I'he Ikin is neglefled by the EuropeanSy by reafon of the coarfe- 
nefs of the hair. The Indians make ufe of it for tobacco pouches, 
which they carry before them like the Highlanders, 

It climbs trees with great agility. It feeds on fruits f and infers. 
Is a great enemy to birds, deftroying both their eggs and young. 
It will alfo break into hen-roolls, and dellroyall the poultry J. It 
breeds in holes in the ground, and hollow trees, where it leaves its 
young, while it is rambling in queft of prey. 


Hiji. ^ad. N" v, 297 . — Lev. Mus. Skunk. 

■^l^EES EL. With Ihort rounded ears : fides of the face white : 

from the nofe to the back extends a bed of white i along the 
top of the back, to the bale of the tail, is another broad one of black, 
bounded on each fide by a white llripe : the belly, feet, and tail, 
black. But the colors vary *. that which is figured by M. de Buffon 
has a white tail : the claws on all the feet very long, like thofe of a 
Badger : the tail very full of hair. 

This inhabits the continent of Americay from Hudjon's Bay § to 
Peru Ij. In thelaft it is called Chinche, It burrows like the former, 
and has all the fame qualities. It is alfo found in Mexico, where it 
is called Conepatl, or Bofs little Fox f . 

• f li. tab. 62* I Kalm, u § Sent 

from tlience b/ Mr. |j FeuilU'e Ol/. Perut ly zjz. Mr* 

nandsZf Mc,\\ 382 , 
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A. Muftela nivalis.— Nlrpa Lumiko, Luniitirka, AW. JS. Acad. Reg. 

Scicnf. Suec. vi. 1785. p. 212. — Lapfcn. Scibblli.— Lalka. 

W. With large canine teeth : body in fuinmcr grey, with a 
tindurc of rufous ; tail of the fame color : belly white. LcJtgth 
from tile tip of the nofe to the bafe of the tail fix inches and a half 1 
tail an inch and a half. Shape of the Stoat. 

Inhabits the north of Finland and Lapland. Lives during the 
fummer in the forefts j in winter frequents villages and lioufes. 
Feeds on mice, fmail birds, their eggs and young ; eats alfo frogs 
Is itfelf the prey of rapacious birds, and of the Ermine or Stoat. 
In winter changes to v/hitc, the whilkers, and a few hairs in the 
tail, excepted. Flas not the foetid fmell of the Weefel and Stoat. 
Is taken in traps baited with a moufe, or fmail bird. The fkin is 
equal in price to that of tlie Ermine. — Profeffor Retzius. 
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Hist, ^UAB. Genus XXIV. 

N° Z26^~Br. T^ooL L N'^ 19.— .?/av///V, iv. 232 Lev. Mus. 

O TTER. With fhoit rounded cars: head Hat and broad: 

long whifkcrs : aperture of the mouth fmall : lips very muf-- 
ciilar, dthgned to ciofe the mouth firmly while in the aclion of 
diving: eyes Imall, and placed nearly above the corners of the 
moutla : neck lliort : body long : legs Oiort, broad, and thick : five, 
toes on eacli foot, each furniflitd with a flrong membrane or w'cb : 
tail depreffed, and tapering to a point. 

The fur fine ; of a deep brown color, with exception of a white 
fpot on each fide of the nofe, and another under the chin. 

I'hefe animals inhabit as far north as Iludjon’s Bay, lena di La- 
hradr/r^ and CanaWi, and as low fouth as Carolina and Louifiana * ; 
but in the latter provinces are very fcarce. 'I'he fpecies ceafes 
fiuther fouth. Laii'Jon fays tlrat they aie fometimes found, to tlic 
weftward of Carolina, of a white color, inclining to yellow. Tliofe 
of Nor ih /hnerka arc larger than the ILiiropan, and the furs of fuch 
which inhabit the colder parts ai’e veiy valuable. I'licir food 
i.s commonly fiflt; but they will alio attack and devour the 
Beaver f . 

They arc found again in Kamfjehatka, and in moli: purrs of nor- 
thern Europe and Afia, but not on the Arllic flats : aie grown 
very fcarce xnRuJia. The Kamtjlbatkans uJe their furs to face tiic,ir 

* Lazojli:, mj, and Bu Pi Hfiz, ii, 69. f DcMs, 40. 
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garments, or to lap rotind the Iklns of Sables, which are preferved 
better in Otter Ikins than any other way. They ufually hunt them 
widi dogs, in time of deep fnow, when the Otters wander too far 
from the banks of riv'ers 

The Americans round Hud/c/i’s Bay flioot or trap them for the 
fake of t!ie ikins, which are fent to Europe. They alfo ufe the (kins 
for pouches, ornamented with bits of horn ; and eat the flelli. 

Otters are probably continued along the Ardiic parts of Ainericay 
weftward ; being found on the moft eaftern, or the greater Fox 
Ijlands, which are fuppofed to be pretty near to that continent. 


35. Mi NS, Leffer Otter, Hijl !^ad. N** 228. 

Description. O TTER. With aAvhitechin: rounded cars: top of the head 
in fome hoary, in others tawny : the body covered with fliort 
tawny hairs, and longer of a dufky color : the feet broad, webbed, 
and covered with hair: the tail dufky, ending i^ a point. This 
animal is of the lhape of the common Otter, but much fmallcr : its 
length being only twenty inches from head to tail j of the tail only 
four. 

Ax?erica. It inhabits the middle provinces of North America ^ from New 

JerJey to tire Caroi'mas. I did not difeover it among the Ikins fent 
by Mr. Graham from Hudjon’s Bay ; the animal deferibed as one of 
this fpecies differing from the many I have feen from the more 
fouthern colonies : yet pofTibly it may be found in a more northern 
latitude than that which I Iiave given it, if the FoutercauXj an am- 
jrhibious fort of little Polecats mentioned by La llontan^ be the 
fame f . 


U'fjl. Kami/, 115 , 116 , 


t I 62* 
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It frequents the banks of rivers, inhabiting hollow trees, or holes 
which it forms near the water *. It has, like the Skunks, when pro- 
voked, a mod excefllveljr foetid fmell. It lives much upon fidi, frogs, 
and aquatic infers ; dives admirably, and v/ill continue longer under 
water than the Mulk-beavcr f : yet at times it will dcfert its watery 
haunts, and make great havoke in tlie poultry yards, biting off the 
heads of the fowls, and fucking die blood. At times it lurks amidft 
the docks and bridges of towns, where it proves a ufeful enemy to 
rats 

It is befides very dellruftive to the Tortoife; whofe eggs it 
ferapes out of the fand and devours ; and eats the frefli-watcr 
mufcles; whofe fliells are found in great abundance at the mouth 
of their holes. It is capable of being made tame, and doniefli- 
cated §. 

The Ipecies is fpread in ylfia, along the banks of the Tdk, in the 
Orenburg government None are fecn in Sibiria-, but appear 
ao-ain near the rivers which run into the Jtnur. Its fur is in thofe 
parts very valuable, and efteerned as next in beauty to the Sable. 
It is either huntt^ with dogs or taken in traps. In Europe it is 
found in Poland and Lithuania, where it is named Idurek and the 
Germans call it Nurtz. It is allb an inhabitant of Finland: the 
natives call it fichtiri-, \Et Swedes, Ma:nk%, a name carried into 
America by fome Swedijh colonill, and with a flight variation is ftill 
retained. 

• Kahn, ii. 6z, f hzxter iiom Mr. Peter CoUin/on. J A'iv/w, li. 6l* 

\ LavjJon, iiz, || Dr, Pallas. i[f Fauna Sate, ij. 
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Sea. HiJ}, ^acL 230, 

Lutra Marina, Kalan. Nov> Co?n, Peirop, ii. 367. tab* xvl. 
Caflor Marin, HiJK Kamifchatka, 444, 

Sea Otter, Muikr^ 58 ^ — Lev. Mus* 


Dr-U'RIPTIPN’. QTTER. With hazel irides; upper jaw long, and broader 
than the lower : noJ'c black : ears ereft, conic, fmall : whifkers 
long and white : in the upper jaw fix, in the lower four, cutting 
teeth ; grinders broad : fore legs thick ; on each four toes, covered 
with hair, and webbed: the hind feet refemble cxaftly thofe of a 
Seal: the toes divided by a llrong lhagreened membrane, with a 
fkin (kil ting the external fide of the outmoll toe, in die manner of 
fome water fowl. 

The (kin is extremely thick, covered clofely with long hair, re- 
markably black and gloify ; and beneath that is a foft down. The 
liair fometimes varies to filvery. The hair of the young is foft and 
brown. 

The length, from nofe to tail, is about three feet; that of the 
tail thirteen inches and a half. The tail is deprelTed, full of hair 
in the middle, and /harp-pointed. The weiglit of the biggeft, fe- 
venty or eighty pounds. 

Pc ACE. Theie are the mod local animals of any wx- are acquainted 

with, being entirely confined between lat. 49 and 60, and weft 
longitude 1 a6 to 1 50 eaft from Lcitidcm^ in the coaft and feas on 
the north-eaft parts of America ; and again only between the Kami- 

I here infert the fynonyms ; for in the Synopfis of QaadrupeJs, follow- 
ing Linfu'tus and BiJ/o-ij 1 confound the Braftlian Otter of Maregrave with this 
animal. 
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fchatkan fliores and the ifles which intervene between them and 
America. They land alfo on the Kuril iflands; but never are 
feen in the channel between the north-eaft part of Sihiria and 
America. 

They arc moft extremely harmlefs, and moft fingularly af- 
fedtionate to their young. They will never dcieit them, and 
w'ill even pine to death on being robbed of them, and Itrive to 
breathe their laft on the fpot where they experienced the misfor- 
tune. 

It is fuppofed that they bring but one at a time. They go be- 
tween eight and nine months with young, and fuckle it aimoll die 
v.'hole year. The young never quits its dam till it takes a mate. 
They are monogamous, and very conilant. 

They bring forth on land: often cany the young between 
their teeth, fondle them, and frequently fling tliem up and 
catch them again in their paws. Before the young can I’wim, the 
old ones v/ill take them in their fore feet, and fwim about upon 
their backs. 

They run very fwiftly : fwim fometimes on their fidcs, on their 
backs, and often in a perpendicular diredtion. They are very fpor- 
tive, embrace each other, and kifs. 

I'hey never make any refiftance ; but endeavour, when attacked, 
to fave themfelves by flight : when they have efcaped to fome dif- 
tance, they will turn back, and hold one of their fore feet over their 
eyes, to gaze, as men do their hands to fee more clearly in a iunny 
day ; for they are very dull-fighted, but remarkably quick- 
feented. 

They are fond of thofc parts of the fea which abound mofl v/ith 
weeds, where they feed on filh, Iqnxq lobfters, and flicll-hlli, wliich 
they comminute with their flat grinders. 
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Capture, They are taken different ways: in the fummer, by placing nets 
among the fea-plants, where thefe animals retire in the frequent 
florras of this tempeftuous coaft. 

They are killed with clubs or fpears, either while they lie afleep 
on the rocks, or in die fea floating on their backs. 

I'hirdly, they arc purfued by two boats till they are tired, for 
they cannot endure to be long at a time under water. 

During winter they are brought in great numbers to the Kurilian 
iflands, by the eaftern winds, from the Jmerican ^hoxc.. 

The hunter goes with a dog, who points them. He knocks it 
on the head, and flays it, while the dog is beating about for 
another. 

They are called in the Kamtjehatkan tongue Kalan, in die plural 
Kalani. 

Tlieir flefli is preferred to that of Seals by the natives ; but the 
unfortunate crew who were fliipwrecked in the expedition in i74i» 
under Captain found it to be infipid, hard, and tough as 

leather 5 fo that they were obliged to cut it in fmall pieces be- 
fore they could eat it. Others pretend, that the flefli of the 
young is very delicate, and fcarcely to be diftinguiflied from young 
lamb. 

Fuji. But the valuable part of them is their fkin. Few are brought 

into Eunpe ; but great quantities are fold to the Cbimjet at vaft 
prices, from feventy to a hundred rubles apiece, or 14 or 25/. 
llerling each. What a profitable trade might not a colony carry 
on, was it poflible to penetrate to thefe parts of North America 
by means of the rivers and lakes ! The accefs to Pekin would 
be dien eafy, by failing up the gulph of Petcheli, At prefent, 
thefe valuable furs are carried by land above three thoufand miles 
to the frontiers of Chimy where they are delivered to the mer- 
chants. 
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Thefe animals partake very much of tire nature of Seals, in their 
almoft conftant refidence in the water, their manner of fwimming, 
fin-like legs, and number of fore teeth. In their ears tliey 
greatly refemble the little Seal of my Hiftory of Quadrupeds, 
N° 386, and feem the animals wliich conned the genera of Otters 
and Seals. 

They are feen very remote from land, fometimes even at the dif- 
tance of a hundred leagues. 
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DIGITATED QJJ A D R U P E D S. 

Without Canine Teeth : and with two Cutting Teeth 

only in each jaw. 



VARYING HARE. 


DIV. IL Sect. II. Digitated Quadrupeds, 

Without Canine Teeth : and with two Cutting Teeth 

only in each jaw. 

Generally Herbivorous, or Frugivorous. 
hare. hist. a D. Genus XXVI. 

37. Vahying. N" 242. — Alpine Hare, Br.Zool.x, N° 21.— Lev. Muj, 

H a R E. With the edges of the ears and tips black : the colors, 
in fuinmer, cinereous, mixed with black and tawny: tail 
always white. 

Mr. Graham fays, that thofe of Hudjon's Bay are of the fame fize 
with the common j but thofe which I have examined in Scotland 
are much lefs, weighing only fix pounds and a half: the common 
Hare weighs upwards of eight. 

This fpecies inhabits Greenland, where alone they continue white 
throughout the year * ; and are very numerous amidft the fnowy 
mountains. They are ufually fatj and feed on grafs, and the 
white mofs of the country. They are found about the rocks at 
Churchtil, and tiie llreights of Hudjon’s Bay', but are not common. 
They breed once a year, and bring two at a time They change 
their color to white at approach of winter. They are met with in 

• Crantz, i. 70 — 62. f Mr. Graham, 
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.Canada and Newfoundland-, after which the fpecies ceafes to the 
fouthward, or at left I have no authority for its being continued ; 
the Hare of New England feeming, by JoJfelyn'^ account, to be the 
following fpecies. 

The Greenlanders eat the flefti drcfled, and the contents of the 
ftomach raw. They ufe the excrements for wick for their lamps 
and cloath their children with the foft and warm fkins. 

This fpecies abounds from Livonia to the north-eaft part of Sibl- 
ria and Kamtjchatka and from Archangel to Saratof, on the banks 
of the JVolga, in eaft lat. 49. 52, and even fardier into the Orenburg 
government. In Sibiria they quit the lofty mountains, the fouthern 
boundaries of that country, and, collcding in flocks innumerable, 
at approacli of winter migrate to the plains, and northern wooded 
parts, where vegetation and food abound. Mr. Bell met with them 
daily in their progrefs *. Multitudes of them are taken in toils by 
tlie country people, not for the flike of the flefli, but the Ikins; 
which are fent to Peterjburg, and from thence exported to various 
parts. 


American Hare, Ph. Tranf. Ixii. 4. 376.— SluaJ. N'* 243. 

jpjARE. With ears tipt with grey : neck and body rufty, cine- 
reous, and black ; legs pale ruft-color : belly white : tail black 
above, white beneath. 

The diflinftions between this and the common Hares and vary- 
ing Hares are thefe : — They are lefs, weighing only from three 
pounds eight ounces to four pounds and a half; the length to the 
fetting-on of tiie rail only nineteen inches. The hind legs are longer 
in proportion than thofe of the common Hare or varying Harci 

* Travch, oilavo ccL i, 246* 
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the length of this, from the nofe to the tip of the hind legs, extend- 
ed, being two feet five : of a varying Hare, meafured at the fame 
time, in Hudfon's only two feet feven and a half; but from the 
nofe to the tail was two feet : its weight feven pounds fix ounces, 

Thcfe animals are found from Hud/on's Bay to the extremity of 
Nerib America ; but fwarm in countries bordering on the former. 
In the time of M. Jeremie^ who refided in Hudjon's Bay from 1708 
to 1714, twenty-five thoufand were taken in one feafon *. At pre- 
fent they are a principal winter food to our refidents there. They 
are taken in wire fnares, placed at certain intervals in fmall open- 
ings made in a long extent of low hedging formed for that purpofe; 
the animals never attempting to jump over, but always feek the 
gaps. Thefe hedges are removed, on the falling of the fnows, to 
other places, when the Rabbets feek new tracks f. Their flefh is 
very good ; but almoft brown, like that of the Engliflj Hare. 

From Hudjon's Bay, as low as New England, thefe animals, at ap- 
proach of winter, receive a new coat, which confifts of a multitude 
of long white hairs, twice as long as the furnmer fur, which ftill re- 
mains beneath. About the middle of they begin to llied their 
winter covering. 

From New England fouthward they retain tlieir brown color the 
whole year. In both warm and cold climates they retain the fame 
nature of never burrowing ■, but lodge in the hollow of fomc de- 
cayed tree, to which they run in cafe they are purfued. In the cul- 
tivate<l parts of America, they make great havoke among the fields 
of cabbage, or turnips J. In Carolina, they frequent meadows and 
marfliy places ■, aiid are very fubjeft to have maggots breed in the 
jfkin §. In that province they breed very often, and even in the 

• Voyages au Nsrei, ill 344. f Drags, j. 176. J Kalm, ii. 46- 
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ALPINE HARE. 

winter months, and bring from two to fix at a time j but ufually 
two or four *. 

I know of no ufe that is made of the fkins, excepting that the 
natives of Hudjon's Bay wrap them round the limbs of their children, 
to preferve them againft the cold. 


* * Without a tail. 


Hi/l. Mk/. 
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H ARE. With fhort, broad, rounded cars: long head, and 
whiflvcrs : fur dulky at the roots ; of a bi'igh.. bay near the 
ends i tips ■w'hite : intermixed are divers long dulky hairs. 

Length nine inches. 

Found from the Altaic chain to lake Baikal, and from thence to 
jiamtjehatka. They dwell amidd the fnows of the loftieft and moil 
dreadful rocky mountains, and never defeend to the plains. They 
alfo are faid to inhabit the faithell Fox or Aleutian iflands : there- 
fore poffibly may be met with in America. 

I'he manners arc fo amply deferibed in my Hiftory of Quadru- 
peds, that I fiiall not repeat an account of them. 

Doflor GmUfi. 
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The common Englijh Hare is found in Sweden^ and is perhaps 
the only kind in the fouthern part. Profeflbr Retzius is of opi- 
nion, that it does not differ in fpecies from the Varying, N" 37. I 
have given my reafons, in the Eour to Scotland, and my Eifiory of 
^adrupeds, vol. II. p. 370, for differing from his refpeftable 
opinion. 

In Sweden the common Hare is in fummer of a dufky brown : in 
winter becomes cinereous. In that ftate, I have feen a brace lent 
over to England, In Scania they arc twice as large as they are in 
the northern parts of Sweden, i. e, as thofe I call the Varying. 
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///)'?. N 2 5 1 ^-^Smcllie, v. z i .-^L v : v . M v s . 

B eaver, with a blunt nofe-. ears filort, rounded, and hid 
in the fur ; eyes fmall ; very ftrong cutting teeth ; hair of a 
deep chefnut brown ; fore feet final), and the toes divided ; hind 
feet large, and the toes webijcd : the tail eleven inches long, and 
three broad; almoll oval ; hat, and covered with thin fcales. 

The ufual length, from nofe to tail, is about two feet four ; but I 
have meafured the (kin of one, which was near three feet long. 

Beavers vary in color. They are foinetimes found of a deep 
black, efpecially in die north. In .Sir JJhton Inver’s mujeum is .a 
fpecimen quite white. As they advance fouthward, the beauty of 
their fur decreafes. Among the Illinois tliey are tawny, and even 
as pale as ftraw color *. 

In North America thefe animals are found in great plenty all 
round Ihdfon's Bay, and as Iq^w as Carolina f and Louifiana They 
arc not known in Eajl Florida §. The fpecies alfo ceafes before it 
arrives in South America. To fpeak with prccifion, it commences 
in lat. 6o, or about the river of Seals, in Hudjon’s Bay ; and is loil 
in lat. 30, in Louifiana. 

From Hudjon’s Bay and Canada, I can trace them we(l.ward to 
1 20 degrees of longitude, as far as the traft weft of Lac Rouge, or 
the Red lake H, The want of difeovery prevents us from know- 

* Chark^otN, V. i|o* f Lavjfon* t Du Pratz, ii* 6^, § Jcccunt 

(if Eafl Florida, 50* 1 Dobhs, 35, 
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ing whether they are continued to the weftern extremity of this 
great continent oppofite to Afia : probably they are, for the Rujfmi 
adventurers got feme of their flcins on the ifie of Kadjak, which the 
natives muft have had from America. They certainly are not found 
in the iflands of the new Archipelago j nor yet in Kamtfchaika *, by 
reafon of the interruption of woods, beyond the river Konyma. 
Fi'om thence I doubt whether they are met with aflbeiated, or in a 
civilized date, nearer than the banks of the river JeneJeii or the 
Konda., and other rivers which run into the Oby : but they are found 
fcattered in the woody parts of independent ^tartary ; alfo in Cajany 
and about the Taik^ in the Orenburg government. In the fame 
unfociable flate they inliabit Europe, and are found in Rujfia, in 
Lapland, Norway, and Sweden. The Beaver is extremely fcarce in 
the lower part of Sweden. Mr. Oedman recollefts but one in- 
ftance, and that was in (i'ejirogothia. It was fo little known there, 
that the common people regarded it as a prodigy. 

Sagacity. Thefe are the moil fagacioiis and induftrions of animals. They 
live in fociety, and unite in their labors, for the good of the com- 
monwealth they form. They ereft edifices, fupei ior in contrivance 
to the human beings. They ufually live near, and lliew a dexterity 
in their oeconomy unequalled by the four-footed race. 

Dwellings. Jn order to form a habitation, they fclecl a level piece of groimcl, 
with a fmall rivulet running in the miclft. To effedl their works, a 
community of two or three hundred alfembles: every individual 
Labors, bears his (hare in tire laborious preparation. Some fall trees of 
great fize, by gnawing them afunder with their teeth, in order to 
form beams or piles j others are employed in rolling the pieces to 
the water j others dive, and ferape holes with theii’ feet in order to 
fix them j and another fet exert their efforts to rear them in their 

• The Sea Beaver (as it is called) Sp. of Bus work, muft not be confounded with 
t!m. 
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proper places. A fifth party is bufied in colleAing twigs to wat- 
tle the piles, A fixth, in coIk6ting earth, ftones, and clay ; otiiers 
carry it on their broad tails to proper places, and with their feet 
beat and temper the earth into mortar, or ram it between the piles, 
or plainer the infuie of the hoiifes. 

All thefe preparations are to form tlieir dwellings within an arti- Dams, 
ficial piece of water or pond, which they make by railing a dam 
acrofs the level fpot they had pitclicd on. This is done, firfl; by 
driving into the ground ftakes, five or fix feet long, placed in rows, 
and fecuring each row by wattling it witli twigs, and filling the 
interftices with clay, ramming it down clofe. The fide next to die 
water is floped, the otlier perpendicular. I'he bottom is from ten 
to tv/elve feet thicks the thicknefs gradually diminilhes to the top, 
which is about two or three. I'he centre of the dam forms a feg~ 
ment of a circle ; from which extends, on each fide, a ftrait wing : 
in the midlt of the centre is ufually a gutter left for the waftc water 
to difcliarge itfelf. , Thefe dams are often a hundred feet long, and 
nicely covered with turf. 

The houfes thefe wife anim.als make, are placed in the water col- Houses, 
lefted by means of the dam, and are leated near the fhore. They 
are built upon piles, and are fometimes round, fometimes ovaU 
the tops are vaulted, fo that their infide refembles an oven, their 
outfide a dome. The walls are made of earth, ftones, and flicks, 
and ufually two feet thick. They are commonly about eight feet, 
high above tiie furface of the water*, and are very neatly and 
clofely plaiftered on the infide. The floor is a foot higher than the 
water. The houlc, fometimes, has only one floor, which is ftrewcci 
with leaves or mols, on which each Beaver lies in its proper place ; 
at other times there are three apartments ; one to lodge, another to 

Cleri, i. 142. 
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eat in, and a third to dung in * ; for they are very cleanly, and 
inftantly caufe the filth to be carried off by the inferior Beavers. 

M. Du Pratz f fays, that tliofe of Louifiana form numbers of cells, 
and that each animal, or more probably each pair, polTefs one. He 
fays, that he has feen no lefs than fifteen of thefe cells furrounding 
the centre of one houfe. He allb acquaints us, chat the Beavers of 
Louifiana are a thin! lefs tlian the brown fort ; are covered with a ci- 
nereous down, which is covered with long filvery hairs. 

In each houfe are two openings ; one towards the land, the other 
is within, and communicates with the water, for the conveniency of 
Magazines. getting to their magazine of provifion in frofty weather. This ori- 
fice is formed lb as to be beyond the thicknefs of the ice ; for they 
lodge their provifions under tire water, and dive and bi ing it into 
their houfe according as they want it. 

Food. Their food is laid in before winter by the tenants of each houfe ; 

it confifts of the bark and boughs of trees. Lawjon fays that they 
are fondeft of the falfafras, afli, and fweet gum. In fummer they 
live on leaves, fruits, and fometimes crabs and cray-fifli but they 
are not fond of fifh. ' 

Number of The number of houfes in each pond is from ten to twenty-five : 
houses; number of animals in each, from two to thirty. They are fup- 

pofed to aflbeiate in pairs ; are therefore monogamous : another 
proof of their advances towards civilization, 
er INHABITANTS, I thiiik I fiavc heard diat every family confifts of an even number. 
Sometimes the community, within the precinft of a dam, confifts of 
four hundred ; but I prefume this muft be in places little frequented 
by mankind. 

They begin to build their houfes, when they form a new fettle- 
ment, in the fummer; and it cofts them a whole feafon to finilli 
their work, and lay in their provifions, 

Mr, Grehmr-^aujby, Aff. xxx. -J- i. J41, 
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They are very attentive to their fafety ; and on any noife take to 
the -water for their further fecurity. They form \ auks or burrows 
in the banks of the creek formed by the dam, into which they re- 
treat in cafe of imminent danger. 

I'hey feem.to be among quadrupeds, what Bees are among 
infers. Tiiey have a chief, or fuperintendant, in their works, \vho Overseers, 
dircdls the whole. The utirioft attention is paid to him by the 
whole community. Every individual has his talk allotted, which 
they undertake with the utmoft alacrity. The overfeer gives a 
fignal by a certain number of finart flaps with his tail, cxprefllve of 
his orders. The moment the artificers hear it, they haflen to the 
place thus pointed out, .and perform the allotted labor, w'hether 
it is to carry wood, or draw tlie clay, or repair any accidental 
breach. 

They have alfo their centinels, w'ho, by the litme kind of fignal, Ccntinels 
give notice of any apprehended danger. 

They are faid to have a fort of flavilh Beaver among them (analo- Slaves. 
gous to the Drone) which they employ in lervile works, and the 
dorneftic drudgery *. 

I have njentioned before their fagacity in laying in the winter 
provifion. They cut the wood they prefer into certain lengdis j theik wood how 
pile them in heaps beneath the water, to keep them moift 5 and, ’ 

when they want food, bite the wood into fmall pieces, and bring it 
into their houles. I'he Indians obferve tlie quantity which the 
Beavers lay in their magazine at approach of winter. It is the 
Almanack of the Savages j who judge, from the greater or Icfs 
ftock, of the mildnefs or feverity of the approaching feafon f. 

The expedition with which they cut down trees, for the forming 
their dams, is amazing. A number furrounds the body, and will 
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in a few minutes gnaw through a tree of three feet in citcum- 
ference ; and always contrive to make it fall towards the fpot they 
willi *. 

Beavers have in Jmerka variety of lakes and waters in which 
they might fix their feats; but their fagacity informs them of the 
precarious tenure of fuch dwellings, which are liable to be over- 
thrown by eveiy flood. I'his induces them to undertake their 
mighty and marvellous labors. They therefore feleft places where 
no fuch inconveniences can be felt. They form a dam to fupport 
a refervoir, fed only by a fmall rill ; and provide for the overflow^ 
of the wafte watei' by a fuitable channel in the middle of their 
bank. They have nothing to fear but from land floods, or the 
fudden melting of the fnows. Thefe fometimes make breaches, or 
damage their houfes ; but the defeds are inftantly repaired. 

During the winter they never ftir out, except to their magazines 
of provifion ; and in that feafon grow excefllvcly fat. 

They are ftrongly attached to certain haunts, there being places 
w'hich they will not quit, notwithftanding they are frequently dif- 
turbed. There is, fays Charlevoix a ftrong inflance on the road 
between Montreal and lake Huron, wliich travellers, through wan- 
tonnefs, annually moleft ; yet is alw'ays repaired by the induftrious 
inhabitants. 

In violent inundations they are fometimes overpowered in their 
attempts to divert the fury of the water. In thofe cafes they fly 
into the woods : the females return as foon as the water abates ; 
the males continue abfent till July, when they come back to repair 
the ravages made in their houfes f. 

Beavers breed once a year, and bring forth the latter end of 
winter ; and liave twm or three young at a birth. 

* Catejby, Ayp. 30, f Charltveix, V. 151. 
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There is a variety of the Beaver kind, which wants either the fi- Tkrrier 

gacity or the induftry of the others, in forming dams and honfes. avers. 

Thefe are called 'terriers. They burrow in the banks of rivers, 
and make their holes beneath the freezing depth of the water, 
and work upwards for a great number of feet. Thefe alfo form 
their winter magazines of provifion. Beavers wlucli cfcape the 
deilrudion of a community, are fuppofed often to become ter- 
riers. 

Strange animal feen by Mr. Phipps and others in Ne-xvfuimdland, 
of a Ihining black : bigger than a Fox ; draped like an Italian gre- 
hound : legs long ; tail long and taper. One gentleman faw five 
fitting on a rock with their young, at the mouth of a river ; often 
leapt in and dived, and brought up trouts, whicii they gave to their 
young. When he llrewcd himfclf, tlicy all leapt into the water, 
and fwam a little way from llrore, put their heads out of the 
water and looked at him. An old furrier faid, he remembered a 
fkin of one fold for five guineas. The French often fee them in 
Hare Bay. 

Beavers have, befides man, two enemies; the Otter, and the their e.n-emies. 
Wolverene ; which watch their appearance, and dcflroy them. The 
laft is on that account called, in fbme parts of America^ the Beaver- 
eater. They are very eafily overcome ; for they make no refiftance : 
and have no fecurity but in flight. 

It is not wonderful that fuch fociable animals fliould be very af- 
feftionatc. Two young Beavers, which were taken alive and 
brought to a neighbouring factory in llud/on’s Bay, were picfcrved 
for fome time ; and throve very fall, till one of them was killed by 
an accident. The furvivor inftantly felt the lofs, began to moan, 
and abftained from food till it died *. 


I'lay 
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How TAKr.N. They are taken fcveral ways: fometimes in log-traps, baite 4 
with poplar Hicks, laid in a path near the water. The Indians 
always walk their hands before they bait the traps, otherwife the fa- 
gacious animal is fure to Ihun the fnare. 

Sometimes they are fhot, either while they are at work, or at 
food, or in fwimming acrofs the rivers. But thefe methods are 
ufed only in fummer, and not much praflifed j for the fleins in 
that feafon are far lefs valuable tlian in the winter. At that time 
they are taken in nets placed above and below their houfes, acrofs 
the creeks, on Hakes. If the water is frozen, the ice is cut from 
Hrore to Hiore, in order to put down the Hakes. When the net is 
fet, the Indians lend their women to the Beaver-houfes to diHurb 
the animals ■, wlio dart into the water, and are ufually taken in the 
net, which is inHantly hauled up; and put down again with all ex- 
pedition. If the Beaver mifies the net, it fometimes returns to its 
houfe, but oftener into the vaults on the fides of the banks j but the 
poor creature feldom efcapes, being purfued into all his retreats, 
the houfes being broke *open, and the vaults fearched by digging 
along the Hrores. 

The value of the fur of thefe animals, in the manufadure of hats, 
is well knowm. It began to be in ufe in England in the reign of 
Charles I *, when the manufadure was regulated, in 1638, by pro- 
clamation ; in which is an exprefs prohibition of ufing any mate- 
rials except Beaver fttiff, or Beaver wool ; and the hats called demi • 
caHors were forbidden to be made, unlefs for exportation. 

This caufed a vaH cncreafe of demand for the fleins of the 
Beavers. The Indians, on. the difeovery of America, ||cm to have 
paid very little attention to them, amidH the vaH variety of beads 
they at that time polfcHed, both for food and cloathing. But 

'* Rjimer^s Fesdera^ XX. 230. 
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about the period of tire fafliion of hats, they became an article of 
commerce, and objeft of chafe. The fouthern colonics foon be- 
came exhaufted of their Beavers; and of later years the traffic has 
been much confined to Canada and Fhdjon’s Bay. The importance 
of this trade, and the ravages made among the animal'creation in 
thofe parts, will appear by the following (late of the imports into 
the ports of London and Rochelle in 1743. I take that year, as 1 
have no other comparative ftate ; 

Hiidjon’s Bay company fale, begun November ryth 1743. 

26,750 Beaver flkins. 

14,730 Martins. 

590 Otters. 

1, 1 10 Cats, i. e. Lynx. 

320 Fox. 

600 Wolverenes. 

320 Black Bears. 

1,850 Wolves. 

40 Woodlhocks, or Fiflrers. 

10 Minx. 

5 Raccoon. 

120 Squirrels. 

130 Elks, i. e. Stags. 

440 Deer. 

Imported into Rochelle in the fame year, 

127,080 Beavers. 

16,512 Bears. 

110,000 Raccoon. 

30,325 Martins. 

12,428 Otters and Filhers, 

1,700 Minx. 

1,220 Cats. 

VoL. I. R 
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1,267 Wolves. 

92 Wolverenes. 

10,280 Grey Foxes and Cats. 

451 Red Foxes. 

This great balance in favor of the French arifes not only from 
their fuperior honefty in their dealings with the ignorant IndimSi 
but the advantageous litiiation of Canada for the fur trade. They 
had bodi fides of the river St. Lawrence the country round the 
five great lakes ; and the countries bordering on the rivers flowing 
into them; and finally, the fine fijr countries bordering on the 
Hudjons Bay company, many of whofe waters falling into the St. 
Lazvrencc, gave an eafy conveyance of thofe commodities to Mont- 
real ; where a fair is annually kept, with all the favage circum- 
fiances attendant on Indian concourfe. 

The traffic carried on in Hudjon's Bay is chiefly brought from the 
chain of lakes and rivers that empty themfelves into the bay at 
Nelfon's river, running foutherly from lat. 56 to lat. 45. Lake 
Pacbegoia is the moft northerly : there the Indians rendezvous in 
Marchy to make their canoes for the tranl])ortation of the furs j for 
at that fealbn the bark of tire birch-tree feparates very eafily from 
the wood. 


41. Mvsk. 


Hijl. Sluati. N® 252. — Smllie, v, 260. 


jgEAVER. With a thick nofe, blunt at the en^ ears fhort, 
hid in the fur : eyes large ; body thick, and in form quite re- 
fembles that of the Beaver j its color, and that of the head, a red- 
dilh brown : breafi and belly cinereous, tinged with ruft-color : the 
fur is very foft and fine. 


The 



M U S K. 


I'hc toes on every foot are diftina and divided: thofe of the 
hind feet fringed on botlt fides with ftilT hairs or briftles, clolely fet 
together ; tail comptefl'etl, and thin at the edges, covered with fmail 
fcales, with a few hairs intermixed. 

Length, from nofe to tail, one foot ; of the tail nine inches. 

Thefe animals are in feme parts of America called the Little 
Beaver, on account of its form, and fomc parts of its oeconoiny. 
From its feent it is ftyled the Mnfk Rat, and Mufqualh. The 
llurons call it Ondathra ; from v/hicli M. de Buffon gives it the naluc 
of Ondatra *. 

It is found from Hudjon's Bay to as low at lefl: as Carolina 
Like the Beaver, it forms its hoiife of a round fhape, covered v/ith a 
dome, and conllru^led witli herbs and reeds cemented with clay. 
At the bottom and Tides arc feveral pipes, througli whicli they pafs 
in fearch of food ; for they do not lay in a ftock of provifion, like 
the former. They alfo form fubterrancous paflages, into which 
they retreat whenever tlieir houfes arc attacked. 

Thefe houfes are only intended for winter habitations ; are deferted, 
and rebuilt annually. During fummer, they live in pairs, and bring 
forth their young from three to fix at a time. At approach of win- 
ter, they conftru6l their houfes and retire into them, in order 1.0 be 
proteded from the inclemency of the feafon. Several fiimiUcs oc- 
cupy the fame dwelling, which is oft-times covered many feet 
with fnow and ice j but they creep out and feed on the roots wJiich. 
lie beneath. They are very fond of the Acorus Veriis, or Calamus 
Aromaticus T This perhaps gives them that ftrong mulky fmcll 
thefe animal’ are fo remarkable for; which theylofe during winter, 
probably when this fpecies of plant is not to be got. 1 hey alio 
feed on die frerti-water Muflels. . 'fhey feed too on fruit; for Kahn 

f X. 12. t Lawfin, 120. 1 ; The fame. 

R 2 laysj 
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fays, that apples are the baits ufed for them in traps. We may 
add, that in winter they eat the roots of nettles, and in fummer, 
llrawberries and ralberries during which time it is rare to fee the 
male and female feparate. 

The flelh is fometimes eaten. The fur is made ufe of in the ma- 
nufidure of hats. The Muflc-bag is fometimes put among cloths, 
to preferve them from worms or infefts. 

Thefe animals, as well as the Beaver, feemto have their 'Terriers, 
or fome which do not give themfelves die trouble of building houfes, 
but burrow, like Water-rats, in banks adjacent to lakes, rivers, and 
ditches t, and often do much damage, by admitting the water 
through the embankments of meadows. They continue in their 
holes, except wlien they are in the water in fearch of food. They 
make their nells with fticks, placing a lining of fome foft materials 
within J. Charlevoix^ adds, that they fometimes make ufe of a 
hollow tree for their refidence. 

When taken young, they are capable of being tamed; are very 
playful and inoffenfive, and never bite. 

• Charlevoix, v. 158. f Kalm, iu 56, and Charlevoix. J Kalm, ii. 58. 
§ V. 158. 


HIS T. 



CANADA PORCUPINE. 


H I s r. J D. Genus XXVIII. PORCUPINE. 

HiJl,S>uad. N“ z57.~Lev. Mus. 42. Canada. 

P orcupine, with Ihort ears, hid in the fur : hair on the 
head, body, legs, and upper part of the tail, long, fofr, and of 
a dark brown color j but fometimes found white : on the upper part 
of the head, body, and tail, are numbers of ftrong fliarp quils j the 
longeft, which are thofe on the back, are three inches long j the 
lliortefl: are towards the head and on the lides, and concealed in the 
hair} mixed with them are certain iHfF draggling hairs, at left three 
inches longer than the others, tipt with dirty white : the under fide 
of the tail is white. 

On each fore foot are four toes ; on the hind five } all armed with 
Jong claws, hollowed on the under fide. 

The fize of one, which Sir Joseph Banks brought from Neiv- 
foundland, was about that of a Hare, bur more compaftly made } 
the back arched } and the whole form refcmbling that of the Beaver : 
the tail is fix inches long, which, in walking, is carried a little bent 
upwards. 

This fpecies inhabits America-, from lludjon's Bay to Canada 
Newfoundland, New England, and, but rarely, as fitr foutfi as Virginia J. 

Lawjon makes no mention of it among the animals of Carolina. Du 
Fratz J fays, it loves the cold, and is found on the banks of the 
Illinois, It may therefore be ranked among the local northen ani- 
mals. 

■* Charlevoix, v, 198, f Catejly, Jpf, xxx, I ii- 68. 

They 
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They are found in great plenty about Hudjon's Bay, where the 
trading Indians depend much on them for food. They are reck- 
oned excellent eating, even by the Europeans, tailing, v/hen roafted, 
like fucking-pig. The bones, during winter, are of a greenilli yel- 
low, owing, as is fuppofed, to their feeding during that feafon on 
die bark of the pine. It is obferved, that the bones of animals 
fometimes take a tindure from their diet ; for example, thofe of 
bealls which feed on madder become red *. The Caqua, or Ca- 
nada Porcupine, feeds much on the bark of pines or juniper i it is 
their food the greateft part of the year, and the buds of willows 
their chief fupport the reft. In walking it drags its tail along tlie 
ground. Indians difeover them by the track tliey make, but 
chiefly by the unbarked trees. In fummer, they live on the wild 
fruits, and lap water, but will not go into it. In winter, take fnow 
by way of beverage. 

They neftle under the roots of great trees, and will alfo, in q uell 
of fruits, afeend the boughs. When tlic Indians difeover one 
in a tree, they cut it down, and kill the animal by a blow on the 
nofe. 

They defend themfelves with their quils. They fly from their 
purfuer ; but when they cannot efcape, will fidle towards their ene- 
my, in order to pufli their quils into liim ; they are but weak in- 
ftruments of ofl’ence; for a fmall llroke with the hand againft the 
grain will bring them from the Ikin, leaving them fticking flightly 
in the flelh. The Indians ufe them to make holes in their nofes and 
ears, for the placing their nofe and ear-rings, and other finery |. 
They alio . trim the edges of their deer-fkin habits with fringes 
of dyed quils or make pretty linings with them for the bark 
boxes. 


♦ Trai/, Ixii. 374. 


t Foj. u 177. 


J The fame, igu 
They 
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They are very indolent animals, fleep much, and feldom travel a 
mile from their haunts 

M. de Buffon gives two figures of this beaft, under the name of 
Le Coendou and L'UrJon. The firfl; he makes an inhabitant of 
Braftl : the laft, of Hudjon's Bay : but the Coendou is a very difier- 
ent animal f . The two figures he has exhibited are of our Porcu- 
pine in the winter and fummer drefs, the hair growing thinner as 
the warm feafon approaches Plis Coendou fliews it in the firft 
ftate, his Urfon in the fecond §. 

They arc faid to copulate in September , and to bring only one 
young, the firfl week in April ; anotlier, which it brings forth, be- 
ing always dead jj. 

Mr* Grahmi* f Sec Sj/n* N** | IlijK BirM'i x* 5 

^ Hifi. Nat* xii. tab. liv. Iv. H Mr* Graham* 
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MARMOT. 


43. Quebec. 


Maryeand. 


QUEBEC AND MARYLAND MARMOT. 


n I S r. ^UAD, Genus XXIX. 


Hijl. ^.ad. N® 259. 

Mus cmpetra, Paleas, No-v. Sj). ^lad. fafc, i. 75. 


M armot, with fliort rounded ears: blunt nofe; cheeks 
fwelled, and of a cinereous color : end of the nofe black : 
top of the head chefnut ; the hair on the back grey at the bottonij 
black in the middle, and the ti])s whitifh ; the belly and legs of a 
deep orange, or a bright ferruginous color. 

Toes black, naked, and quite divided : four toes, with the rudi- 
ments of another, on the fore feet, five on the hind feet : tail Ihort, 
dufky, and full of hair. 

The fpecimen which 1 faw formerly at Mr, Brook' Sy alive, ap- 
peared larger than a Rabbet ; but the fpecimen in the Royal So- 
ciety’s Mufeum * was only eleven inches long from nofe to the 
tail, and the tail three inches. This probably was a young one. 

The IVenuJky or S>uebec Marmot, feeds on coarfe grafs. It bur- 
rows in the earth in a perpendicular manner. The Indians take it 
by pouring water into the holes, which forces it out. 

HiJl, N° zfiO.'^SmelUe^ iv. 346. 

jyj A R M 0 T. With prominent dark eyes : fliort rounded ears : 

nofe fiiarper-pointcd than that of the laft, and of a cinereous 
color; head and body of a brown color, which is lighter on the 



HOARY MARMOT. 

fides, and ftill more fo on the belly; the legs and feet duflcy: toes 
long, and divided: claws long, and Hiarp: tail chilky, and bnlhy; 
half the length of the body ; a fpecilic dilHnAion from the other 
kinds. 

Size of a Rabbet. s-' 

Inhabits the temperate and warm parts of North America, from 
Penjylvania to the Bahama JJlaads. It feeds on frnirs, berries, and 
vegetables. In the provinces it inhabits the hollows of trees, or 
burrows under ground, flecping for .a month together. I’lic /;«- 
ropean fpecies continues dormant half the year : whether it takes a 
long deep in th.e warm climate of the Bahamas I am uncertain. It 
dwells tiiere among the rocks, and makes its retreat into the holes 
on the apftroach of the hunters. In thofe inands it is very fond of 
the berries of the Ehretia Eoiirreria, called there Strong Back, 'I’he 
fiefh is reckoned very good, but refembles more that of a Pig th.in 
a Rabbet *. 

It is .called there the Bahama Coney. By Mr. Edivards, vho 
figures one from Maryland, tlic Monax, or Marmot of Ammca-\. 


Hifi.d>und. N'' 26 1.— Lev. Mus, 

M ARMOT. With the tip of the nofe black; ears fhoit, and 
oval: checks whitiih; crown diifk.y :tnd tawny; hair in all 
parts rude and long j on the back, fides, and belly, cinereous at the 
bottoms, black in the middle, and tij)ped v/ith white, fo as to Ijircad 
a hoarinefs over the whole : legs black : claws dufky : tail full of 
hair, black and ferruginous. 

Size of the preceding. 

Inliabits the northern parts of North Anerka. 


• CatcJhj Carol, ii, 79<— xxviii, 

VoL. I. S 


f Uift, Birds, ii. 104. 

45. Black 
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45. Hoarv. 



TAIL-LESS AND EAR-LESS MARMOT. 
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A. 45. Black Marmot. With the tip of the nole whitifh: face, 
bro\\ n and hoary : tail, fix inches long : hair oh the body Ihort j 
and of a hill black : palms naked beneath. Size of a Rabbet. 

Del'cribed from a (kin in the Hudfon's Bay houfe. Inhabits the 
interior paru of the country, and faid to be rare. 

4(). Tail-less. Hijli .-—Lev. Mus. 

M ARMOT. With fhort ears: color of the head and body a 
cinereous brown : the extremities of the hairs white : two 
cutting teeth above, four below : no tail. 

About the fize of the common Marmot. 

Inhabits Hudson’s Bay. 

47. Ear-less, JUji, ^lad. N’ zC^.—Smcllic, viii, 234, 

JYJ ARMOT. Without ears : face cinereous : back, and hind 
paj t of the head, of a light yellowifli brown ; fomctimes 
fpotced diftinftly with white, at others undulated with grey : belly 
and legs of a yellowilh white : tail about four inches and a half long. 
Length, from nofe to tail, about nine and a half. But there is a 
pygmy variety wholly yellow, and with a fhort tail, frequent near 
the flit lakes, between the mouths of the Idik and the Jemha. 

Inhabits Bohemia^ Aufiria, and Hungary ^ and in the Ruffian empire: 
begins to be common about the Quay call of Mojeow j extends over 
all the temperate and open parts of Sihiria, and about Jakutffi, and 
in Kamtjehatka. It is alfo on the ifland of Kadjaky and was feen in 
great numbers by Steller on Scbamagin\ ifle.s, almofl clofe on tlic 
fhofe of North /Imcrka, which give it place in this part of die 
work. 

They 



EAR-I.ESS MARMOT. 

They burrow, and fink tke pipes to their retreats obliquely> and 
then winding; anti at the end is an arched oblong chamber, a foot 
in diameter, ftrewed with dried grafs. The entrances, or pipes, of 
the males are of greatei’, and thofe of the females of lelfcr, diame- 
ters. Towards winter they make a new pipe to their ndl, but 
that only reaches to the turf ; and with Tiic earth which is taken 
out they fill up the fummer pipe. 

They live entirely in a ftate of folitiule, unlefs in the amorous 
feafon, when the females are found in the fame burrows with the 
males ; but they bring forth in their own burrows, and by that 
means prevent the males from deftroying the young, as they cannot 
enter by reafon of the narrownef's of the pipes, the males being 
fuperlor in fze to their mates. They fleep all nigiit ; but in the 
morning quit their holes, efpccially in fine weather, and feed and 
ipoit till approach of night. If the males approac h one another, 
they light fliarpiy. Tlie females often fet up a veiy fliarp whiftle ; 
the males are, for the mofl part, filent. At the fight of a man, 
they inftantly run into their burrovrs ; and are often feen Ibnding 
u])riglit, and looking about them, a.s if on the w'atch ; and if they 
f])y any body, give a loud wdiilllc, and difappear. 

They are very eafily tamed, and become very fporiivc and amuf- 
ing; and are very fond of being liroked and cheriflied. In this 
llate they will eat grain, and many Ibrts of herbs. In a wild flatc 
they prey on mice, and tmall birds, as well as vegetables. Cmeim 
lays, that in Siiiria tlicy inhabit granaries ; but 1 do not find it con- 
firmed by Doftor Pallas. Cmelln adds, that thofe who frecpient. 
granaries, feek for prey during the whole winter * ; as to the others, 
they certainly remain torpid all the fevere feafon, and revive on the 
melting of the fnows. 


* Voyagi: i/t Sihirii, i. jjfc-. 
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They bring forth from three to eight at a time. The young 
grow very quick, and defert the maternal burrows in the fum- 
mer. 

Their enemies are all forts of Wecfels, which dig them out of 
their holes. More males than females perilh, as the latter are 
fiercer, and defend themfelves much better. During day they are 
fnatched up by hawks and hungry crows. 

In fome places they are taken in fnares, for the fake of their 
fltins, which are ufually fent to China. The Kamtjcbatkans make 
molt elegant garments and hoods of them j fpecimens of the latter 
are prcferved in the Leverian Mujeiim. In Sihiria their flelli is 
efteemed a great delicacy, elpecially in autu)T]n, when they are 
a lump of fat. 

The Ruffians call them Suflik-, the Sibirms, JevraJcha, and Jmu^ 
ranka j the Karntjchatkansy Syrteth. 



A. N® 262.--5'/W/«', vii. 198. 

^^ARMOT. With Ihort oval thick ears : fmall eyes: upper 
part of the body greyilh, mixed with long black and dulky 
hairs', tipt^with grey; throat ruft-colored ; reft of the body and 
infide of the limbs yellowilli ruft ; four claws on the fore feet, and 

a Ihort 



MARMOT. 13 

a fliort thumb furnifhed with a ftrong daw : five toes behind : tail 
fiiort, flender, and full of hair. Length fixteen inches ; of the tail 
five. 

Inliabits in great plenty Kamijcbatka, Sihiria, T 'irtaryy die Ukraine, 
and Poland. 

Its manners moft amply defcribed m the Hiftor>' of Qua- 
drupeds. 


\l I S f. 
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n U D S 0 N S Q^U I R R E L. 


S(iyiRREL. 


fS. Hudson. 


HIST. ^UJD. Genus XXX. 
iV. B. The ears of the American Squirrels have no tufts. 


Hudfon^s Bay Squirrel, 274 .-^Lev. Mus* 

S QUIRREL. Of a ferruginous colorj marked along the top 
of the back with a line of a deeper hue : belly of a pale alh-co~ 
lor, mottled with black, and divided from the Tides by a dulky line : 
tail Ihortcr and lels bulliy than that of the European kind j of a ruft- 
color, barred, and fometirnes edged with black. 

Inhabits the pine~forefts of Hudfon's Bay and Labrador : live upon 
the cones ; keep in their nefts the whole winter. Are found as liigii 
as the Copper river ; yet do not change their colors by the feverity 
of the winter, like the Petits gris of northern Europe and Ajia^ from 
which they form a diftincl fpecies. I knov/ of only one excep- 
tion in change of color in thofc of America^ Sir Ajhton Lever being 
poflefled of a fpecimen of a milky whitenefs ; but he did not know 
from what part of the continent it came. 

Carolina*, With the head, back, and fides, grey, white, and fer- 
ruginous, intermixed : belly white : the color divided from that of 
the frdes by a j uft-coloured line : lower part of the legs red : tail 
brown, mixed with black, and edged with white. 

Both thel'c arc ratlicr lefs than the European Squirrels. 

* Lcffer Grey Squirrel, Hiji, ^ad, p, 


Hijt. 
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iJi' 


Hijl* N'* 2y2.^Smefliei v, 321 .— Lev* Mus* 


49. Grey. 


gOJJIRREL. With hair of a dull grey color, intermixed 
with black, and frequently tinged with dull yellow ; belly white. 
But they vary, the body being fomctimes of a fine uniforn) grey. 

This is the largcft of the genus, and grows to half the fize of a 
Rabbet. 

In America I do not difcover this animal farther nortli than Ns-m 
En^-and * ; from whence they arc fouiul in vaft numbers as fir fouth 
as LouiJiana\. Thefe, and the other fpecies of Squirrels, are the 
grcateft pelts to the farmers of 'North America. I'hey fwarm in fc- 
veral of the provinces, and often defeend in trooj)S from rlie back 
fcttlements, and join the rell in their ravages on the plantations of 
mayz, and the various nuts and mall which that fertile country 
produces. 

Thofe which migrate from th.e mountains generally arrive in au- 
tumn ; inftantly clear the ground of the fallen acorns, nuts, and 
maft, and form with them magazines for their winter provifions, in 
holes which they dig under ground for that purpofe. 'I' hey are 
often robbed of their hoards ; for the colonifls take great pains to 
find them out ; and oft-times the hogs, which rove alx)iit the woods, 
root up and devour their magazines. It is fiom thefe that they 
fupply themfelves, from time to time, with provifions, quilting their 
nefts, and returning with a fufiicient fiock to lall tliem for fome 
fpace ; it being obferved, that during winter they do not care to quit 
their warm retreat, unlefs on a vifit to tlicir ftorehoufes ; therefore. 
whenever they are obferved to run about the w'oods in greater 

* JoEfclyn’i Voy. 86. .f Bojfu, i. 361. 

numbers 
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numbers than ufual, it is a certain fign of the near approach of fevere 
cold ; for inflind; direds them to lay in a greater ftock than ufual, 
Icail the inclemency of the weather fliould deprive them of accefs 
to their fubterraneous magazines. 

I'he damage which they do to the poor planters, by deflroying 
the mayz, is incredible. They come by hundreds into the fields, 
climb up the ftalks, and cat tlie fweet corn wrapt up in the heads, 
and will tleftroy .a whole plantation in a night. For this reafbn 
they were proferibed. In fonic places the inhabitants were, each,' 
obliged annually to bring in four Scjuirrels heads. In others, a fum 
was given, about three pence, for every one that was killed. This 
proved fuch an encouragement, as to fet all the idle people in the 
])rovir!ce in purfuit of them. /Vt/fy/rw/in paid, from January 1749 
to January 1750, 8000.''. currency : but on complaint being made 
by the deputies, that their treafuries were exhaufted by rhefe re- 
wards, they were reduced to one half. How improved mull the 
ftate of die Americans then be, in thirty- five years, to wage an cx- 
penlive and fiiccefsful vvar againft its jiarcnt country, whicii before 
could not bear the charges of clearing the provinces from tlie 
ravages of thefe infignificant animals ! 

It has been obferved, that the Squirrels are greatly multiplied 
w ithin thefe few years, and that in proportion to the encreafe of the 
fields of mayz, which atcracf them from all parts j I mean not only 
the grey fpecies, but all tlie others. 

Tliey are eaten by feme jieople, and are efteemed very delicate. 
Their ikins, in America, are ufed for ladies flioes ; and are often 
imported into Enyjand, for lining or facing for cloaks. 

'i'hey make their nells in hollow tree.s, with mofs, ftraw, v/ool, 
and other warm materials. They chiefly inhabit trees of the deci- 
duous kind ; but fometimes in pines, whofe cones are an article of 
their piovifion. They keep their nefts for feveral days together, 

feldom 
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tcldom ftirring out, except for a frefh fupply of food. Should a 
deep fnow prevent them from getting to their ftorehoufes, multi- 
tudes pei'ifli with liiinger. 

When they are fitting on a bough, and perceive a man, they in- 
llrantly move their tails backward and forward, and gnalh their 
teeth with a very confiderable noile. This iraikes them dctclled 
by the fportiiricn, wliu lofc their game by die alarm they give. 

The Grhv Squirrel i.s a difiicuk animal to kill; it fits on the 
highePc trees, and often between the boughs, and changes its place 
with fuch expedition that the quickell markfman can fcarccly iind 
lime to level his piece ; and if it can once get into a liole, oi- into 
any oM neft, nothing can pros oke it to get our of its afylum. 'Fhey 
run up and down the bodies of trees, but very rarely leap from 
one to the other. 

They are cafily made tamei will even be brought to play with 
cats and dogs, which in a ftate of donielVicity w ill not hurt them. 

They will alfo attach themfelves lb far as to follow children to and 
from the woods. 

They agree in their manner of feeding with the European kinds 
and have all the fame fort of attitudes. 

SQUIRREL. With coarfe fur, mixed with dirty white and g. Cw. 
black ; the throat, and infidc of the legs and thighs, black ; the tail 
is much Uroiter tlian is ufual with Squirrels, and of a dull t ellow, 
mixed with black : in fr/.c equal to that of the Grey. 

Inhabits Virghm. Mr. Knaphem, in wliofc colicdion I found it, 
informed me, that the planters called it the Cat Squirrel. 

I fufpebl that this animal is only a variety. La-ivfon * Jay-, 
that he has feen the Grey fpecies pied, reddilh, and black ■, but this 


Htjl* Cw oL iz<f. 

T 
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point muft be determined by natives of tlie countries which they 
inhabit, who, from obfcrvation, may decide by their manners, or 
their colors, in different feafons, or periods of life. 


Black. 


Hijl, N® 273.— Zoology, tab. xlvii. — L ev, Mus. 


^ QU I R R E L. With white ears, nofe, and feet : the body totally 

black : the tail black, tipt with white : in fize equal to the 
former. 

Thcfc fometimes vary ; there being examples of individuals 
which are wholly deflitute of any w'hire marks. The beautiful 
figure of one of thefe animals fi'om Eafi Florida, in Mr. Broivns 
Zoology, has ears edged with white, and a much longer tail than 
ufual. 

Inhabits neither Ihdjon' s Bay nor Canada, but is found in moil 
other parts <.i{ America, as far as Mexico*. It is equally numerous, 
and as deftrudivc to the mayz as the Grey Squirrel, but breeds and 
afi'oeiates in troops feparate from that fpecies | ; yet rnakes its nefl: 
in the fame manner, and like it forms magazines of provifion 
againft the fevere feafon. 

In Mexico, and probably in other parts of yAirma, they eat the 
cones of pine-trees ; and lodge in the hollows of the trees. 

• Is tfie ^lauhtcchallotlilticy or TlilacQte^iuiUirFj of tlic Mexicans. Fernandez, 8. 

i 73. 
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A. With membranes from leg to leg. 


N/JL i^luiuL 2 S3. V. 3D7.—L\- V. Mus. 


5?. Fl. YIN'^ 


gQUIRRE L. With hu-ge black eyes: round and nuked ears: 

a membrane, covered with hair, extending frour the fore to the 
hind legs : the hairs on the tail tlilpofed flatways on each iidc ; arc 
long in the middle, fnort towards the end, which tapers to a point: 
that and the body of a brov/nifh cinereous: the belly white, tinged 
with yellow, 

Inltabits all parts of North /Imsnai, and as low as Mexico, wliere 


it is called [Ndinickpatlan 


Tfie natives of Virgitmi named it o 


panic 

They live in hollow trees. Like the Donimfc, they fleep die 
wlaolc day ; but towards night creep out, and are very lively and 
a6l;ive. They are gregarious, numbers being (bund in one tree. 
By means of the lateral membranes, they take prodigious leaps, 
improperly called flying; and can Ipring ten yards at an effort. 
When they would leap, they extend the hind legs, and ftretclr out 
the intervening (kin, which producing a larger furface, makes the 
animals fpecifically lighter tluin they would otlierwife be ; even with 
all this advantage, tliey cannot keep in a flrait line, but are urged 
downaward with their weight. Senfilile of this, tl.ey mount the tree 
in proportion to the eliflatice of tlie leap they propofe to take, lead 
they flaould fall to the ground before they had reached a place ol 
fccurity. 


f Smii^s Firgujo.) 57. 

T 2 'riicy 


* Fernanda Nov* Nifp, S, 



HOODED S Q_U I R R E L. 


They never willingly quit the trees, or run upon the ground, be- 
ing conftant refidents of the branches. They go in troops of ten or 
twelve, and feem in their leaps, to people unaccuftomed to them, 
like leaves blown off by the wind. 

They bring three or four young at a time. They ufc the fame 
food, and form their hoards like other Squirrels. 

Tliey are very eafily tamed, and foon grow very familiar. They 
feem of a tender nature, and to love warmth, being very fond of 
creeping to the fleeve or pocket of the owner. If they are flung 
down, they ihew their diflike to the ground, by inftantly running up 
and flreltering themfelves in liis cloaths. 


52. 


Hij}, 2B4. 


^QUIR REL. With the lateral ficins beginning at the cars, 
uniting under the chin, and extending, like thofe of the former, 
from fore leg to hind leg : the ears naked, and rather long ; tlie hairs 
on the tail difpofed horizontally. 

The color of the upper part of the body reddifh ; the lower part 
cinereous, tinged with yellow. 

This fpecies, according to Scha, who is the only perfon who has 
deferibed or figured it, came from Virginia*. Lhmecus is very 
confufed in his fynonyms of this and the former kind ; that of 
Mr. Edwards refers to the other fpecies j and chat of Seba, in his 
article of Sciurus Volans, to both 

^ Seih Miif, i. tab* xllv* p* 72, 

t Hat. 85, where he calls it Mm ; and p. 88, where he ftylcs it 

Ic 



SEVERN RIVER S Q^U I R R E L. 

It is fiiigtilar that there flaould be only one fpecimen ever 
brought of tliis fpecies, from a country wc have had fuch great 
intercourfe with. It may perhaps be a monftrous variety, by tJte 
extent of the fkin into a fort of hood. As to color, that is 
an accidental difference, which happens to numbers of other 
animals. 


Eifi. N® 2%Z. 

Greater Flying Squirrel, Ph. Tr. Ixii. 379. 


C O U I R R EL. With t!ie hair on the botly anti hdes of a deep 
cinereous color at the bottom, the ends fen-uginous; breaft 
and belly of a yellowiih white : the whole coat long and full : tlic 
tail thick of long hairs, difpofed in a lefs Hatted manner than thofe of 
the European kind j brown on the upper fide, darkeh at the entl ; 
the lower part of the fame color with the belly : the lateral ikin, 
the inftrument of flight, difpofed from leg to leg, in the fame man- 
ner as in the tirft fpecies, N" 51. 

In fee it is far fuperior to die common Idying Squirrel, being 

at left equal to the Englijh kind. 

This fpecies is found in the fouthern parts of Hudjon's Bay, 
in the forefts of the country bordering on Severn river in JawsE'i 

bay. 
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Cl. Severn 

RiVHR. 


Com WOW; 
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C O M MON S CI.U I R R E I,. 



A, Com mox, Hiji. No 266.— W^V, iv'. 26S.— Lev. Mvs. 

SQ-U 1 R E L, With tufted ears : head, body, and legs, ferru- 
ginous : breart and belly white : tail reddifli brown. 

I'his i])ecies inhabits the iiorthern world, as high as Lapmark ; i.s 
continued through all the Arctic countries, wherefoever wood is 
found; abounds throughout Sihina, except in the north -eaft parts, 
aiid in Karntjehatka, where it ceales, by reafon of tlie ceflation ol 
forefts. 

Ill all thefe countries they are red in fummer, but at approach 
of winter change to various and elegant greys. I'hcir furs arc oi; 
exquifite Ibftncfs, and are the forts known to us by the name oi 
Petit Gris. In the more foutherly parts of tliefe cold climate.^, 
they retain a tinge of the fummer red, and are lei’s valuable. Tire 
change of color is efteCted gradually, as is its return in Ipring to its 
ferruginous coat. 

it is very fingular, that the alteration is not only performed in 
the feverity of the open air, but even in the warmth of a ftove. Dr. 
Pallas made the experiment on one which was brought to him on 
the T 2th of Siftemkr, and w^as at that time entirely red. About 
tlie 4ih of Otlobcr many parts of the body began to grow hoary , 
and at the time it happened to die, which wms on the 4th of No- 

vmkr, 



COMMON S Q^U I R R E L,. 


•vernier, the wliole body had attained a grey color, and the legs, and 
a fmall part of die face, had alone the reddifli tinge *. 

The varieties are as follow: — A blackilh one, with the fur footy 
tipL- with red, and full black glofly tail, are common about lake 
Baikal, and the whole courfe of the Lena. Sir AfJjton Lever is in 
polTefTion of one of a jetty blacknefs, with a wliitc Ix lly : its ears, 
as well as thofe of all the Petit Gris, are adorned wltii very long 
tufts. Thefe change in winter to a lead-color, and are taken in 
die thick Alpine forefts, where the Finns Cemhra, or Stone 
Pines, abound. The fleins of thefe arc negleiifcd by the Cbinefe, 
but greatly ellcemed in Europe, efjiecuilly the tails, for facings of 
tire lies. 

'I'his variety is obferved fometimes to migrate in amazing num- 
bers from their lofty alpiiie abodes, compelled to it whenever there 
happens to be a fcarclty of provifioii j*. Swarms have appeared 
even in the town rALomJk, in deferted houfes, and in the towers of 
the fortifications j where numbers are taken alive, and of great fize, 
by the children of the place. 

A beautiful and large variety, about the Baraha, called the Lcleu- 
tian, is in great efteern for its beautiful grey color, like a GulFs 
back, with a filvery glofs, ami finely undulated. Their fuiT'mer 
color is ufually dufky red, and the fides and feet black. Thefe are 
iiighly eflcerned by the Chineje, and fell at the rate of 6 or 7/. flerling 
per thou fund j:. 

A fmall variety of this, leffer even than the common kind, is met 
with about the neighbourhood of the Kafym and Ifet. 

A variety is alfo met with which change to a white color ; and 
others again retain a white color both in winter and fummer, 

* No%\ Sp* 373- + Sp^ an, i 38 o 

t Mem. Kujf. vii, 124. 


The 



EUROPEAN FLYING SQIJIRREL. 

The late navigators to the Icy fca brought Irome with them from 
Pulo CondoTt a knot of iflands in nortlt lat. 8. 40. on the coaft of 
Omikdia, a Squirrel totally black. 


Evropf. AN Flying S<iL'iRR el, /.////. K" 285 — Smellit, v. 307.— Lrv, Mus. 


gQUlRREL. With naked ears : flying membranes extending 
from the middle of the hind legs to the bafe of the fore fee.t, 
and fpreading there in a rounded iail : tail full ol hair, and round 
at the end: color of the upper part of the body a fine grey, like 
that of a Gull’s back; the lower part white. 

Length to the tail four inches and a quarter j of the tail, five. 

Inhabits the birch-woods of Finmark, Lapland, Finland, Lithuanio., 
and Livcyiia. Is found in ylfia, in the woods' of the Urallian chain, 
and from thence to the river Lolyma. Nellies in the hollows of 
trees remote from the gi ound, where it makes its neil of die fofteil 
moiies. Is always Iblitary, except in the breeding-feafon,^ anil 
never appears in die day-time. Lives oa the buds and catkins of 
the birch, and on the fiioots and buds of pines, which give its juices 
a ferong refinous fmell j and its excrements will burn flrongly with 
a pitchy feent. I'he lafl are always found at the root of the tree, 
as if the animal defeended to cafe nature. It Icldoni comes out in 
bad Aveather; but certainly does not remain torpid during winter;; 
for it is often taken hi the traps laid for the Grey Squirrels. 'l iie 
Ikius are often jnit up in the bundles w'ith the latter, fo that the 
purchafer is defrayded, as their fur is of no value. They le.ap at 
vail tiillanees flom tree to tree, and never defeend but for the pu/ - 
pole before mentioned. By reafon of limilitude of color between 
tiicm and the birch baik, they are feen with great dilfjculty, which 
prei'erves them from the attacks of rapacious birds. 


They 



EtJROPEAN FLYING SQUIRREL; 145 

They bring forth two, three, and rarely four, young at a ^ 
time. When the parent goes out for food, llie laps them care- 
fully up in the mofs. They are very difficult to be pteferved, and 
feldom can be kept alive, by reafon of want of proper food. 

Tl\ey are born blind, and ^continue fo fourteen days. The 
mother pays them great attention j broods over them; and covers 
them with its flying membrane. The Rujfians call them Ljetagay 
or the Flying, 
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DORMOUSE. 


54. Striped. 


Size. 


B I S f. ^UAD. Genus XXXI. 


Ground Squirrel, Hijl. ^ad. N® zZC.-^Smtllie, v. 349 — Lev. Mus. 


D ormouse. Wkh naked rounded ears: the eyes full 
and black ; about them a whitifli fpace : the head, body, 
and tail, of a reddifh brown, deepcll on the laft ; from neck to tail 
a black line extends along the top of the back : on each fide run 
two others, parallel to the former, including between tliem another 
of a yellowilh white : bread and belly white ; the toes almoft naked, 
and of a flefli-color ; long, flender, and very diftinft •, four, with 
the rudiment of a fifth, on die fore feet ■, five perfed toes on the 
hind. 

The length is about five inches and a half i of die tail, to the 
end of the hairs, radier longer. 

Inhabits all parts of North America^ I think, from Hudjon’s 
Bay to Louifiana ; certainly from Camday where the French Gall 
them Les Suijfes, from their fkins being rayed with blacH and 
white, like the breeches of the Switzers who form die Pope's 
guard*. 

They are extremely numerous : live in woods, yet never run 
up trees, except when purfued, and find no other means of 
efcape. They live under ground, burrow, and form their habi- 
tations with two entrances, that they may fecure a retreat through 

• Chartevei^e, v, 


the 



STRIPED DORMOUSE. 


the one, in caie the other fliould be ftopped. Thefe little animals 
jfbrm tlieir fubterrancous dwellings with great Ikill, working them 
into the fornt of long galleries, with branches on each hde, 
every one terminating in an enlarged apartment, in which they 
hoard their flock of winter provifion Their acorns are lodged 
in one, in a fecond the rnayz, in a third the hickery-nuts, and 
in the lall their molt favorite food, the Chinqua]^’.-,:^ or chefnut. 
Nature has given to them, as to the HamJler-\, a fine conve- 
niency for collecting its provillons, having furnilhed tliem with 
pouches within their cheeks, which they fill with rnayz, and 
other articles of food, and to convey them to their maga.* 
zincs. 

Thole of Sihiria live chiefly on feeds, and particularly on the 
kernels of the Cenibra, or Stone Pine ; and thefe they hoard up in 
fuch quantities, that ten or fifteen pounds of the moft choice have 
been found in a Angle magazine 

They pafs the whole winter cither in lleep or in eating. During 
the fevere feafbn, they very rarely ftir out, at left as long as their 
provifions laftj but if by an unexpected continuance of bad wea- 
ther their provifions fail, they will then fally out, and dig under 
ground in cellars where apples are kept, or into barns where may% 
is ftored, and make great devaftations. They will even enter 
houfes, and eat undifmayed, before the inhabitants, any corn they 
chance to meet widi §. d'ho Cat makes great havock among 
them, being at all feafons as great an enemy to them as to do- 
mejflic Mice, It is hunger alone that tames them. They arc 
naturally of a very wild nature, will bite moft feverely, and cannot 
by any means be rendered familiar. 

Kalm, i. 322. 325. 'j- Hiji. QuaJ, N* 324* t Aov, S/>- a/;. 

de Pallas, ii. 292. § Du Fraiz, ii. 6?. 

U a They 



,48 STRIPED DORMOUSE. 

They are remarkably nice in the choice of their food, when the 
variety of autunnnal provifions gives opportunity. They have been 
obferved, after having Huffed their pouclies with the grains of rye, 
to fiing it out when they meet with wheat, and to replace the rye 
with the more delicious corn. 

Their fklns form a trifling article of commerce, being brought 
over among k menue pelliterky the fmall furs, and ufed for the lining 
of ladies cloaks. 

In Sibiria they are killed with blunt arrows, or caught in fall- 
traps. About the Lena, the boys go out in the amorous feafon of 
thefe little animals, and. Handing behind a tree, mimic the noife 
of the females, which brings the males within reach of their Hicks, 
with which they kill them. The fkins are fold to the Chineje mer- 
chants. About the Lena, a tiioufand of their fkins are not valued 
at more than fix or eight mbles *. 

Thefe animals are found in great numbers in Afia, beginning 
about the river Kama and from thence grov/ing more and more 
frequent in the wooded parts of Sibiria ; but thefe, and ail the fpecies 
of Squirrel, ceafe towards the north-eaH exti'emity of the country, 
by reafon of the interruption of woods, which cuts them off from 
Kaniijehatka. 

• Pallas^ Nov. Sp. an. 380 . 

f A river falling into the WoJ^a about forty miles below Cajan. 


Dormoufe, 



ENGLISH DORMOUSE. 


Dormoufe, Br. ZooL i. 234.—//^?, S^uad, N® 289.— iv. 334»<— Lev* Mus. 


Mr. Lawjon fays that the EngUp Dormoufe is found in Carolina ; 
but it has not as yet been tranfmitted to Great Britain. In order 
to afcertain the fpecies, I add a brief defcription. 

jQl O R M O U S E. With full black eyes : broad, tJiin, femi-tranf- 
parent ears : throat white ; reft of the body and the rail of a 
tawny red. Size of the common Moufe ; but the body of a plum- 
per form, and the nofe more blunt; tail two inches and a h;ilf long, 
covered on every fide with hair. , 

In Europe^ inhabits thickets ; forms its neft at the bottom of a 
tree or Ihtub; forms magazines of nuts for winter food; fits up to 
eat, like the Squirrel ; lies torpid moftof the winter, in its retreat, 
rolled up into the fhape of a ball i retires to its neft at approach of 
cold weather. 
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RAT. 


Black. 


H 1 S r . ^ UAD . Genus XXXIII. 


Br. Zool. i. N* ^aJ, N® 257.— 5 /«<?//;V, Iv. 275.— Lev, Mvs, 


R at. Widi head and body of a very deep iron grey, nearly 
black : belly aih-colored : legs almoft naked, and dufky ; a 
claw inftead of a fifth thumb on the fore feet. Length, from nofe 
to tail, feven inches j tail near eight. 

Inhabit-s AV/i) America, not only the fettled parts, but even the 
rocks of the Blue mountains *, remote from all human dwellings. 
There they live among the Hones, and in tlie fubterraneous grottos 
frequent in thofe hills. They lie clofe during day, but at night 
come out, and make a moft horrible noife amidft thefe American 
alps. In violent frofts they lie torpid ; and in the inliabited parts 
of tJte country they are obferved to redouble their fcreaks before 
fcvere weather, as if tiiey had fome prefige from their conftitu- 
tions. * 

By Mr. Bartram\ obfervations it appears very certain, that 
thefe animals are natives of America, They arc found even at pre- 
ient in the moil defolate places, as well as in the houfes and barns 
of the inhabited parts. It is unknown in Europe, drat either the 
common Rat or Moufe ever deferred the haunts of mankind, for 
rocks and deferts ; they therefore have been there from the earlieft 
times. It is likely, that if ever the Blue mountains become inha- 
bited, the wild Rats will quit their rocks, and refort to thofe places 

* Bartram, as quoted by Mr. Kalm, ii. 47. 

where 



BROWN AND AMERICAN RAT. 


where they find harvefted food, and will quickly become pcrni- 
cioufly domeftic. 

We are pofidvely told, diac South America was free from thele 
troublefome animals, till they were introduced there from Europct 
by the means of Ihips, in 1 544 *. 

We find none of the Ipecies in Kamtfchatka, nor any where to die 
eaft of the Urallian chain. America muft therefore have been ftock- 
ed with them from the fide of Europe, They are very common 
in Rujfia. Towards AJlracan diey are very fmall, but of the lame 
color with the others. 

Br, Zord. i, N° ^ad, N» iv. 336.— Lev. Mus, 57, Brown. 

RAT. Above, light brown mixed with tawny, duiky, and cine- 
reous : below, of a dirty white : four toes before, and a claw 
in (lead of a fifth toe. 

I have no authority for giving this fpecies a place here : but muft 
fuppofe that the new world could not pofilbly efcape the peft, as it is 
univerfally become a moft deftrudive inhabitant of European ftiips. 


N” 299- 58. American. 

Charachoj "Jike Chcdqomac, or Great Moufe of the Mongult. — Lev. Mus. 

RAT, With the upper jaw extending very far beyond die lower: 

ears large and naked : tail rather Ihorter, in proportion, than 
that of the Black, to which it is rather fuperior in fize : color a duiky 
brown. 

The Ipecimen, from which this dcftription is taken, was lent 

• Ganilajfo de la Fega, 384. 


from 



WATER RAT AND MOUSE. 


15 -? 

fcom North America to Sir Ajhton Lever but I am not informed, 
v/hether it only frequented the deferts, or infefted houfes. 

^9. Watjs,. Br. ZooL N® 300.—//^. ^ad. N“ 300 — ^mellie, iv, 290.— Lev. Mvs. 

J^ AT. With fmall eyes : ears covered with the fur : teeth yel- 
low : body covered with long hairs, black mixed with a few 
of a ruft- color ; belly of a deep grey. 

Lengdi of the head and body feveh inches j tail five, covered with 
Ihort black hairs. Weight nine ounces. 

Inhabits North America^ from Canada to Carolina *. In the firflr, 
varies to tawny and to white f ; feeds on the fry of fifli, infefts, 
llieil-fifi'i, frogs, and roots; burrows on the banks of ponds and 
rivers ; and dives and fwims as well as an Otter, notwithllanding it 
is not web-footed. 

In northern Europe and Afia it is extremely common ; from Pe- 
terjburgh to Kamtjchatka in Sibiriay they are twice as large as in other 
places. They are found alfo from Lapland to the Cajpian fea, and 
alfo in Perfta j and are one of the animals which endure the cold of 
the Arflic circle. 


Br. ZooL i. N® N® iv. 282.— Lev, ?i1us. 

'jpHIS common animal needs no defcription. It is vei7 abun- 
dant in the inhabited parts of America and is to be found 
from Peterjhurgh perhaps as far as Kamtjchatka. 

Kalm imagines them to be natives of America ’t for he aflures us 

• Ldfiofin Carolina, 122. f De Bujhn,xvf. /pi. J Kalm,n, /fi- 

that 
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FIELD, VIRGINIAN, AND LABRADOR, RilT. 

that he has killed them in the crevices of the rocks in defert places, 
far from the haunt of man *. 

302. a. American.— S/ w^//z>, ivL 285 *— Lev, Mus, Fisld. 

Witli great, naked, and open ears : civeeks, fijace below 
the ears, and fides quite to tire tail, orange- colored : back 
dufky and ruft-colored, marked along the top, from head to rail, 
with a dark line : throat, breall, and belly, of a pure white : tail 
dulky above, white beneath : feet white : hind legs longer than 
thofe of the Englijh kind. 

Length about four inches and a half ; of the tail, four inches. 

Inhabits Hudjon's Bay and New Tork. 

liifi, ^ad. N'' 307. 6z. ViRGI.VIAN. 

J^AT. With a black nofe: fur fhort, and in all parts white: 

limbs {lender : tail very thick at the bale, tapering to a point, 
and cloathcd with long hair. 

5eba alone, vol, i. p. 76. tab. xlvii. fig. 4 , deferibes this fpecies. 

Hijl.^ad. N® 295. ' Labrador, 

RAT. With a blunt nofe : mouth placed far below : upper lip 
bifid : ears large, naked, rounded ; fore legs Ihort, furnilhed 
with four toes, and a tubercle inftead of a thumb : hind legs long 
and naked, like fome of the Jerboas : toes long, {lender, and dif- 
tind } the exterior toe the fhorteft : thumb fliort. 


Vol. I. 


Katm, ii. 47. 
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The 



SlZM, 

Colors, 

64. HvDSO^i^S, 


C5. Meadow ? 


HUDSON’S AND MEADOW RAT. 

The whole length of the animal is eight inches, of which die tail 
is four and three quarters. 

Color above a deep brown, beneath white, feparated on each fide 
by a yeilow line. 

Inhabits Hudjon's Bay and Labrador. Sent over by Mr. Graham. 


* * With Hiort tails. 
m/. N‘' 319.— Lev. Mus. 

AT. With foft long hair, dufty at the bottom, whitifii brown 
at the points ; along the middle of the back, from head to tail, 
runs a dufky line : fides yellowilh : belly and infide of the thighs of 
a dirty white. 

Legs very Ihort ; on tlie toes of the fore feet of tlic male only are 
four very large and fliarp claw's, tuberculated beneath j in the fe- 
male fmaller and weaker : on the hind feet five toes with flender 
claws. 

Tail not three quarters of an Inch long, terminating with long 
ftiff hairs ; it is fcarcely vifible, being almoft loft in the fur. 

Dcfcribed from a fkin w'hich Do6tor Pallas favored me with, 
which he received from the Labrador coaft. 

This is nearly a-kin to die Lmmus, 


Short-talkd Field Mouie? Br. ZcoL i. N“ ^aJ, N” 322 

iv. 293. — Lev. Mus. 

Ji^AT. With a blunt nofe: great head: prominent eyes: ears 
buried in the fur ; head and upper part of the body of a fer- 
ruginous brown mixed with black : belly of a deep alh-coior. 

Length, 



HARE^TAILED AND ECONOMIC RAT. 


Length, from head to tail, fix inches i tail only one and a half, 
with a fmall tuft at the end. 

Inhabits Hud/orfs Bay and Newfoundland, in the laft very nume- 
rous, and does vaft damage in the gardens ; refides under ground, 

Hijl. S^uad. W iio. 66. Hake- 

TAILED, 

jj^AT. With fmall and rounded ears : head broad ; color duiliy 
and tawny brown : the belly of a dirty v/i.lte : a dulky line 
pafies from between the eyes, and extends obfeurely along the 
back. J /arger than the common Moufe. Delci ibed from fo mu- 
tilated a fpeciinen, fent to the Royal Society from JJudfim's Bay *, 
that it was impoffible to determine the fpecics ; only, by the dark 
line along die back, it feemed likeft die Hare-tailed, an inha- 
bitant of Sihiria, whofe manners are deferibed in the Hiftory of 
Quadrupeds. 



A, CEconomic, ixy^^Defcr, Kanufehada, Fr, ed. 392. 

J^AT. With naked ears, ufually hid in the fur: fmall eyes: 

teeth tawny ; limbs ftrong : color, an intermixture of black 
and yellow, darkeft on the back ; under fide hoary, 

* Fh. 7 r, Ixii. 379. Sp. 15. 

X 2 


Length 



(ECONOMIC RAT. 


Length four inches and a quarterj to the tail j tlie tail one inch. 
Inhabits in vaft abundance Sibiria, from the eaft fide of the Ural- 
linn cliain, even within the Ardic circle, and quite to Kamtjchaika, 
It is the noted V'egultjchitch of that country, diftinguifhed by its cu- 
rious ceconomy and by its vaft migrations. 

They make dieir burrows with the greateft fkill, immediately 
below the furface of the loft turfy foil. They form a chamber of a 
flattifla arched form, of a fmall height, and about a foot in diameter, 
to which they fometimes add as many as thirty fmall pipes or en- 
trances. Near the chamber they often form other caverns, in 
which they lodge their winter ftores : thefe confift of various kinds 
of plants, even fome of Ipecies poifonous to mankind. They ga- 
ther them in fumrner, harveft them, and even at times bring them 
out of the cells to give them a more thorough drying in the fun. 
The chief labor refts on the females. The males, during fumrner, 
go about folitary, and inhabit fome old nefts and in that feafon 
never touch their hoards, but live on berries. They are mono- 
gamous, and the male and female at other times found in the fame 
heft. The female brings two or three young at a time, and breeds 
often in the year. 

No litde animals are fo refpefted by the Kamtjehatkans as thefe, 
for to them they owe a delicious food ; and with gS'eat joy, about 
autumn, rob the hoards, and leave there many ridiculous prefents 
by way of amends : they alfo never take the whole of tlieir provi- 
fions, and leave befides a little dried ovaries of fifh for their fup- 
port. 

Migrations. jgut the migrations of thefe Mice, in certain years, is as extraor- 
dinary a faft as any in natural hiftory ; I will only mention thofe of 
Kamtjehatka. The caufe is unknown. Dodlor Pallas thinks it may 
arife from the fenfations of internal fire in that vulcanic trad, or a 
prefeipnee of fome unufual and bad feafon. They gather together 

in 
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in the fpring in amazing numbers, except the few that are conver- 
fant about villages,' where they can pick up fome fubfiftance. This 
makes it probable that the country is over-ftockecl, and they quit 
it for want of food. The mighty hoft proceeds in a direft courfe 
weftward, and.with the utmoft intrepidity fwinis over rivers, lakes, 
and even arms of the fea ; many are drowned, many deflroyed by 
water-fowl, or rapacious fifli j thofe which efcape reft awhile, to 
balk, diy their fur, and refrelh themfelves. If the inhabitants find 
them in that fituation, they treat them with the utmoft tendernei's, 
and endeavour to bring them to life and vigor. As foon as they 
have crofted the river Pen/chim, at the head of the gulph of the 
fame name, tliey turn fouthward, and reacii the rivers Jiidoma. and 
Ochot by the middle of July. The fpace is moft furprifing, on con- 
fulting the map of the countiy. The flocks are alfo fo numerous, 
that an obferver has waited two hours to fee them all pafs. Their 
return into Kamtjehatka, in Odlober, is attended with the utmoft fef- 
tivity and welcome. The natives confidcr it as a fure prognoftic 
of a fuccefsful chafe and fifliery : the firft is certain, as the Mice 
are always followed by multitudes of beafts of prey. They equally 
lament their migration, as the feafon is certainly filled with rains 
and tempefts, 


B. Red, 314. 

AT. With briftly nofe and face : ears oval, rifmg above the 
hair, naked, only tipt with fur : color, from forehead to rump, 
' a bright red : fides light grey and yellow' ; belly whitilh : tail dulky 
above, light below. 

Length not four inches tail more than one. 


Grow 
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Grow very common beyond the Ob, and live fcattcred over all 
Sihiria, in woods and mountains, and about villages j extend even 
to the Ardlic circle. It is the ^I'JchelrmauftJchu, or Red Movje of the 
Kamtjchatkans. It is a fort of drone : makes no provifion for it- 
felt, but robs the hoards of the laft fpecies *. Lives under Jogs of 
trees ; frequents lioufes j dares the fevered weather, and is abroad 
amidtl: the fnows feeds on any thing, and is often caught in the 
traps fet for Ermines, in attempting to devour the bait. 


C. Lemmus, N‘’3!7 — Godde Sacppan, teems, 224. 

J^AT. With fmall eyes and mouth: upper lip divided: ears 
fmall, placed far backwards : four fiender toes on the fore feet, 
and a fliarp claw, like a cock’s fpur, in place of a thumb : (kin 
very tliin. Color of the head black and tawny, of the belly 
yellov.'. 

Length of thole of Scandinavian Lapland, above five inches ; thofe 
of the Ruffian dominions not four. 

The manners and v/onderful migrations of the Lemmi of Europe, 
have been fully treated of in my Hillory of Quadrupeds. 

H hey abound in the countries from the White Sea to the gulph 
of die Ohy, and in the northern end of the Urallian chain ; but differ 
in lize and color from thofe of Europe. lake them, they migrate 
at certain periods ; and tend from the Urallian mountains, Ibme- 
tirnes tow'ards JeneJei, fometimes towards Petzorah, and at thofe 
times ffjoice the Samoieds with a rich chafe of the animals which 
putfue the wanderers. The Samoieds alTert, that the Rein-Deer 
^viJl greedily devour them ; perhaps they take them medicinally, as 
Sltecp are known as greedily to feek and fw'allow Spiders. 

^ Homtph&ika, 352 . 
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D* Lena# Mus Gmelini^ P alias y N&v* Sf, an^ 195* 

JJ^AT- With Ihort round ears; white whiflcers: thick broad 
body, in all parts nearly of equal breadth : tail fhort, thickly 
covered with rude hairs : five toes on the fore feet, witlr claws very 
ftrong and white : four on the hind feet, with claws much weaker : 
the fur pretty long i three parts of its length, from the roots, cine- 
reous, the reft white j fo that the animal appears entirely white, 
except the cheeks, whicJi are afti-colored, and the chin, whicii is 
dufley. 

The length is three inches one-fifth, the tail four-fifths of an 
incJi. 

'They are feen In great numbers in autumn, on the borders of the 
Icy Sea, and about the parts of the Lem that fall into it. They 
appear fuddenly, and depart as expeditioufly. Tlroy feed on the 
roots of moftes, and are themfelves the food of ArcJic Foxes. Per- 
haps they extend to the JerieJei : for it is faid tl;at there are two forts 
of Mice found there j one wholly white ; the other black, yellow, 
and white, which perhaps is the Lemmus 


E, Ringed, Hijl^ ^ad, 205. 

JI^AT. With a blunt nofe : ears hid in the fur : hair very fine ; 

claws ftrong and hooked ; color of the upper part, fometimes 
ferruginous, fometimes light grey undulated with deep ruft-color : 
a crefeent of white extends on each, from the hind part of the liead 
towards the throat, bounded on each fide by a bed of ruft-color. 

Length, 


• 197. 
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Length to the tail little more than tltrec inches ; tail one, ter- 
minated by a briilly tuft. 

Found in the ArEiic neighborhood of the Ohy. Makes its nell 
with rein-deer and fnowy liver- worts, juft beneath the turfy furface. 
Are faid to migrate, like the Lermus. 


F. Tchelac, Defer, Kamtfchatha^ 39Z. 

T H E author of the defeription of that great peninfula fiys no 
more than that it is a very fmall Ipecies; frequents houles; 
and will go out and eat boldly any thing it has ftolen. The natives 
call it 'I’chelagatchilch, 


II I S L 



F CE T I D S H R E W. 


HIST. ^ UJ D. G E N t; s XXXIX. 


Br. tool i. N® Shad, N® J41. — S.-neHif, iv. 305, 


S HREW. With the head and upper part of the body dufky ; 

fides of a browniih ruil-color : eyes very fmal), almoft hid in 
the fur; ears fhort: nofe very long and (lender; upper mandible 
extends far beyond the lower. 

Inhabits Htidjon's Bay, and probably Carolina, as Lawfon mentions 
a Moufe found there which poifons Cats * if they eat it. It is a 
notion in England that they are venomous ; it is notorious that our 
Cats will kill, but not feed on them j probably thofe of America 
have the fame inftincl : fo that dieir deaths in the new world mull 
arife from Ibrne other caufe, and be falfely attributed to thefe ani- 
mals. 

Mr. Graham fent over tvy^o other fpecimens, befides that de- 
feribed. They were of a dufky grey above, and of a yellowilli 
white beneath; their -fize, rather lefs tlian the Englijh kind; one 
being only two inches and a quarter long, the other only two inches ; 
but they feemed not to difi'er fpecifically from the other. 

The common Shrew is found in Rujfta-, in all parts of Sikria, 
even in the Ardlic flats ; and in Kamtjcbatka. 

Hifi* Carolina, 125 . 
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LONG-TAILED AND RADIATED MOLE. 


MOLE. 


62 , Long-tau 

ED* 


Radi ATT I). 


HIST. ^UJD. Genus XXXV. 


IIjJL ^ud, 352.— -Lev* Mus. 


M ole, with two cutting teeth in each jaw, and two lharp 
ilendcr canine: the grinders fmall and lharp: nofe long, 
the end radiated wicJi lliort tendrils : fore feet not fo broad as thofe 
of the Englip Mole, furnifhed with very long white claws : toes on 
the hind feet quite feparated: body not fo thick and full as that of 
the common fpecies : hair long, foft, and of a rufty brown : tail co- 
vered with Ihort hair. 

Length of the body four inches two-tenths ; of the tail, two and 
a half. 

Inhabits North America. Received from New Tork. 


Hijl. N® 351.— 316 — Ljv. Mus. 


M OLE. With a long nole, radiated like the former : the body 
Ihorter, and more full : hair dulky, very long, fine, and com- 
paft; fore feet refembling thofe of the preceding j but the toes of 
the hind feet are clofely connefted. 

Length to the tail three inches three quarters : tlie tail flender, 
round, and taper, one infh three-tenths long. 

Received from New Tork. 

This 



BROWNMOLE. 

This fjiecies forms fubterraneous pafiages in the fields, running 
in various direftions, and very fliallow. Their courfe may be 
traced by the elevation of the earth on the furface, in form of a little 
bank, two inches high, and as broad as a man’s hand. Thefe holes 
are unable to fupport any weight, fo that walkers find it very trouble- 
fome to go over places where thefe animals inhabit, the ground per- 
petually breaking under their feet *. 

Thefe Moles have all the ilrength in their legs as thofe of Europe^ 
and work in the fame manner. They feed on roots, are very iraf- 
cible, and will bite very feverely. 


TJiJi, ihiaii, 353*— 'Lev. Mvs. 

Jy|OLE. With a long and very flender nofc : two broad cutting 
teeth in the upper, four fltarp and flender in the lower, jaw ; 
the two middlemoft fliort: the grinders very numerous, ftrong, 
fliarp, and feparate : the fore feet very broad j thofe and the hind 
feet exadly like tltofe of the European kind. 

Length about fix inches j tail one. 

I received two fpecimens of this animal from New Tork. 'Fhe 
hair in both foft, filky, and glofly : the hair in each dufity at the 
bottom i but in one, the ends were of a yellowifii brown : in the 
other, brown ; the feet and tail of both v/ere white. I llifped that 
they were varieties of the kind deferibed by SeEi f, which he got 
from Virginia : it was totally black, glofi'ed over with a molt re~ 
fplendent purple. 1 may here note, the Tail-lefs Mole, figured by 
Seia in the fame plate, is not a native of Siiiria, as he makes it > but 
is an inhabitant of dte Cape of Good Hope. 

» Kalm/x. 190. t P. 51. tab. xxvii, 
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Place* 


Thefe 



1^4 


A 


flAQl, 


EUROPEAN MOLE. 

Thefe three fpecies agree pretty nearly with the Shrew in the fore 
teeth ; for which reafon Linnaeus clafles the two he defcribes among 
the Sorices. I call them Moles from their Ihape, which differs not 
from the European kind ; but thofe who chufe to be very fyftematic, 
may divide the genus of Slirews, and ftyle thefe Sorkes Ealpa- 
formes. 



Europe A N> Hljl ii. N» Sr. Zool. i. 


mole. With fix cutting teeth in the upper ; eight in the 
lower jaw j and two canine teeth in each : color of the fur 


black. ' 

InJiabits S'Wedm ; but does not extend farther than the fouth of 
Norvjay, where it is called Vend. Is frequent in the temperate parts 
of Ruffin, and even in Sibiria, as far as the Lena. In Sihtria it is 
twice as big as thofe of Europe. Is found there milk-white, but 
more ufually fo in the Verchoiurian mountains. 


HEDGE- 
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H E D G E - H 0 G, H/, Genus XXXVI. 


B. Common, Hijl. ^ad. ii. N* 355.— -ffr. ZeoL i. N* 

H e D G E - H 0 G. With noftrils bounded on each fide by a 
loofe flap : ears rounded : back covered with prickles, white, 
barred with black ; face, fides, and rump, with ftrong coari'c hair : 
tail an inch long. 

Is found in Sweden. In the diocefe of Aggerhuys ; and in that of PtAcr, 
Bergen in Norway It is called, in the Norwegian tongue, BuJ~ 
tedyvel. Is common in Ruffia, except in the extreme northern and 
fouthern parts. None in Sihiria, or very fcarce at left. 

• Leemt, 2i^,-^Pontopyidan, ii. a8. 


D I V. 




D I V. 


III. 


PINNATED CLUADRUPEDS; 
Or, with Fin-like Feet* 
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WALRUS. 


Arctic. 


DiSCRI PTION. 


D I V. III. Pinnated Quadrupeds; 

Or, with Fin-like Feet. 


H 1 S r, 0 UAB. Genus XLI. 


HijL ^lad* yi a Voy* 184. 

Rofmarus, Zimmerman^ 33c. 

Le Tricheque, Schreber, ii« 82. tab. Ixxix. 

Chcval Marin, Hiji, Kamtfchatkay j[z^,»^SmelIie, viL 354*— Lev. Mus. 


W ALRUS. With a round head; diortneck; fmall and 
fiery eyes, funk a finger's depth in the fockets, and retraftile* 
from external injuries * ; mouth very fmall ; lips very thick, befet 
above and below with great whilkers, compofed of brillles, tranf- 
parent, and thick as a flraw : inftead of ears are two minute orifices, 
placed in the mod diflant part of the head. 

Body is very thick in the middle, lefiening gradually towards the 
tail. The fkin in general is an inch thick, and two about tlie 
neck f, and mucli wrinkled about the joints ; it is covered with 
fiiort hair, of a moufe-color ; fome with reddilh, others with grey ; 
others are almoft bare, as if they were mangy, and full of fears %. 

The legs are very firort ; on each foot are five toes, connefted by 
webs, with a fmall blunt nail to each, l ire hind feet, like thofe of 


X Manen^s Spitzherg* 

Seals, 


• Crantz, u 126. 


f The fame, 125. 
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Seals, are very broad : die tail is very fnort : the penis two feet long, 
and of a bony fiibftance. 

In the upper jaw are two very long tiifks, bending downwards. 

No cutting teeth; but in each jaw, above and below, four grinders, 
fiat at top, and the furfaces of thofe which I examined mucli worn. 

The length of the largeft tu(k I have heard of, was two feet three 
inches, EngUp meafure, the circumference at die lower end, ciglic 
and a half; the greateft weigh|, of% fmglc tufic twenty pounds : 
but fuch are rarely found, and only on the coafts of the ky fca, 
where they arc feldom molefled, and of courfe permitted to attain 
their full gre^vth *. 

The W alrus is fometimes found of the length of eighteen feet, 
and the ciixumference, in the thickeft part, ten or twelve. The 
weight from fifteen hundred to two thoufiind pounds, 

inhabits, in prefent times, the coafts of the Magdalene ifiands, in 
the gulph of St. Laurence, between latitude 47 and 48, their moft /i 
foutherly refidence’ in any part of the globe. They are not found 
on the feas of Lahradore. The Efiimaux piircliafe the teeth, for 
the heading their Seal-darts, from t\\t Indiam oMx\^i{ck%wik, shont 
lat. 60 ; who fay, tliat they are annually viftted in the winter by 
multitudes of thefe animals f . They are found in Davis’s Slreights, 
and within Htidjon’s Bay^, in lat. 62. They alfo inhabit the coaft 
of Greenland. I am uncertain whether they frequent Iceland ; but 
they are found in great numbers near the ifiands of Spitzbergen, and Sim 
on all the floating ice from thence to Cherry Ijle, a folirary fpot inter- Ch 
mediate between the laft and the moft northerly point Norway, 

In 1608, they were found there in fuch numbers, huddled on one 
another, like hogs, that a fhip’s crew killed above nine hundred in 
feven hours time §. 

• lUjl, Kaintfchatkay j 20, f Ph,Trani\hx' ^ 378, X Ellis'^ i I oy ^0, 

^ Martens Spitzher^, xSz, 
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ARCTIC WALRUS. 

If they art found in the feas of Norway, it is very rare * in thefe 
days. I..ems, p. 316, fays diat they fometimes frequent the fea 
about Pinmark ; but about the year 980, they feemed to have been 
fo numerous in tl?,e northern parts, as to become objeds of chafe and 
commerce. The famous OSher the Norwegian, a native of Helge^ 
land in the diocefe of Dronthehn, incited by a moft laudable curiofity 
and third: of difeovery, failed to the north of his country, doubled 
the North Cape, and in three dlys from his departure arrived at the 
farthell place, frequented by tire Horje-whak filhers. From thence 
he proceeded a voyage of thiee days more, and perhaps got into the 
White Sea. On his return he vifited England, probably incited by 
the fame of King J/fred's abilities, and tire great encouragement he 
gave to men of dillinguiflred charader in every profclfion. I’he 
traveller, as a proof of the authenticity of his relation, prefented the 
Saxon monarch with fome of the teeth of tlieie animals, then a fub~ 
ftitute of ivory, and valued at a Jhgh price. In Iris account of his 
voyage, he alfo added that their fkins were ufed in the Ihips inllead 
of ropesf . 

They are found again on the coafts of Nova Zembla, and on the 
headlands which ilretch moft towards the north pole , and as far as 
the Ejebutki point, and the ides off that promontory. Theyfcarcely 
extend lower than the neighborhood of the country of the Anadyr, 
but arc feen in great abundance about cape Newnham, on the coaft of 
America. The natives of the illands off the E'chuiki Nojs ornament 
themfelves with pieces of the Walrus ftuck through their lips or 
nofes i for which reafon they are called by their neighbors Zoobatee, 
or large-teethed The natives about Unalajeha, Sand-wich Sound, 
and Eurn-again river, obferve the lame fiiliion. I entertain doubts 
whedier thefe animals are of the fame fpecies v/ith thofe of die 


Vont Oppidan^ ii. 1^7* 


f Hacklup^ i. 5, 
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Gulph of St. Laurence. The tufks of thofe of the Frozen Sea are 
much longer, more (lender, and have a twill and inward curva- 
ture. 

They are gregarious, and fometimes have been found together in 
thoufands ; are very fivy, and avoid tire haunts of mankind. They 
ufually arc feen on the floating ice, preferring that for their re- 
fidence, as their bodies require cooling, by reafon of the heat which 
arifes from their excefllvc fatnefs *. 

They are monogamous ; couple in Juncy and bring forth in the 
earliell fpring f . They bring one or very rarely two young at a 
time } feed on fea-plants, fifla, and fhells, which tliey either dig out 
of the find, or force from the rocks with their great teeth. They 
make ufe alfo of their teeth to afeend the iflamls of ice, by fallening 
them in the cracks, and by that means draw up their bodies. 

They fleep both on the ice and in the water, and laore exceflively 
loud §. 

They are harmlefs, tinlefs provoked ; bur wlien wounded, or at- 
tacked, grow very fierce, and are very vindidtive. When furpriled 
upon the ice, the females iirft provide for the fafety of the young, by 
flinging it into the lea, and itlelf after it, carrying it to a fecure 
diftance, then returning with great rage to revenge tiie itijury. 
They v/ill fometimes attempt to fallen their teeth on the boats, with 
an intent to fink them, or rife in numbers under them to overlet 
them ; at the fame time they fliew all marks of rage, by roaring in a 
dreadful manner, and gnafhing tlieir teeth witii great violence , if 
once thoroughly irritated, the whole herd will follow the boats til) 
they lofe fight of them. They are ftrongly attached to each other, 
and will make every effort in their power, even to death, to fet at 
liberty their harpooned companions jj. 

• No-v. Com. Petrop. li. 291, ■{• Faun. Grcer.l. 4. J Barer.tx, ^ 

§ Martens, 109. || The fiimc, 1 10. 
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A wounded Walrus has been known to fink to the bottom, rife 
fuddcniy again, and bring up witli it multitudes of others, who united 
in an attack on the boat from which the infuk came *. 

They fling the v/ater out of their noilrils, as the Whale does 
out of its head. When chafed hard, they commonly vomit, 
and fling up finall ftones. Their dung is like that of a Horie, 
and excelfivcly fetid, Specially where they are found in large com- 
panies. 

The tongue, which is about the fizc of a Cow’s, may be eaten if 
boiled frefii ; but if kept, foon runs into oil, I'he teeth tiled to be 
applied to all the purpofes of ivory ; but the animals are now killed 
only for the fake of the oil. Seamen make rings of the brililes of 
the whilkers, which they wear as prcfei'vatives againft the cramp. 
Th e French coach-makers liave made traces lor coaches of the fivins, 
which are faid to be ftrong and elallic f . The formerly 

ufed the bone of the j^cnis pulverifed, as a remedy againft the 
ftone Rariholiniis § recommends it, infufed in ale, in firs of tlic 
ftrangury. The Greenlanders eat the flcfh and lard, and ule the laft 
in their lamps. Of the Ikin they make llraps. They Iplit the 
tendons into thread and ufe the teeth to Jiead their darts, or to 
make pegs in tiieir boats. 

Their only enemies, befides mankind, are the Polar Bears, with 
W'hom they have dreadful conflif'ts. Their feuds probably aiife 
from die occupancy of the fame piece of ice. The Walrus is iifually 
victorious, through the fuperior advantage of its vaft teetlr j|. The 
efi’eits of the battle are very evident ■, for it is not often that the 
hunters find a bcaft with two entire tufks 

* phippds Voy. 57. f BuJjci:. | (firm. Muf. 290. 

§ As quo ed in Muibura Jlcgium ilnaiia:, kt. p;!r6 i, kit iii. 9, ji %/v/n Sj- 

i. 126. 
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“ The Walrus, or Sea Cow, as it is called by the Americans^’ 
fays Lord Shuldham *, " is a native of the Magdalene iflands, St. 

John^i and AnticoJU, in the gulph of St. Laurence. They refoiT, 
“ very eaily in the fp.ing, to the former of thefe places, which 
ieems by napire particularly adapted to the nature of the animals, 
“ abounding with dams (efcallops) of a very large iize ; and the 
“ moll convenient landing-places, callcil Echouerks. Here they 
“ crawl up in great numbers, and remain Ibmetimes for fourteen 
days together without food, when the weather is lair ^ but on die 
flrft appearance of rain, they retreat to the water with great pre- 
“ cipitation. They are, when out of the water, very unwieldy, 
“ and move with great dnliculty. They weigh from fifteen hun- 
“ dred to two thoufancl pounds, producing, according to their fize, 
“ from one to two barrels of oil, which is boiled out of die fat be- 
" tween tlie Ikin and the flefji. Immediately on their anival, t!ie 
females calve, and engender again in two months alter ; lb chat; 
they carry their young about nine months. They never have 
more than tw'o at a time, and fddorn mote titan one. 

The Edeouerics f are formed pi incipaily by nature, being a 
gradual Hope of foil rock, with, which tiic Magdaknc illands 
“ abound, about eighty or a hundred yards wide at the watei -fule, 
and Ipreading lb as to contain, near the fummit, a very large 
number of thefe animals. Here they arc fuffered to conic on 
Ihore, and amuie diemfelvcs for a confiderabie time, til! they 
‘‘ acquire a degree of boldnels, being at their firll landing lb ex- 

* riuL Tranj\ Ixv. part 5 . — Tlie French call fhem Vnehes Marines. Chard 

danx, V. 216 . That voyager fay.-, that die Eji'iIl/j haJ once a fiilwry or ihc'c 
inals on the Ijle dc SdUe, a fmall illand Ibuth of Capr Brsten \ but it turned out to no 
auvaiiiage, 

f TliU word is derived from Echm.ry to iai;d, or run on fiore, 

> “ ceedinglv 
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“ ceedingly timid as to make it impoffible for any perfon to ap- 
proach them. 

“ In a few weeks they aflemble in great multitudes : formerly, 
“ when undifturbed by the Americans, to the amount of fevcn or 
eight thoufmd. The form of the Echouerie not allowing them 
“ to remain contiguous to the water, the foremofl are infenfibly 
“ puflied above the dope. When they are arrived at a conve- 
" nient diftance, the hunters, being provided with a fpear fliarp on 
one fide, like a knife, with which they cut their throats, take 
“ advantage of a fide wind, or a breeze blowing obliquely upon the 
“ fhore, to prevent the animals from fmclling them, becaufe they 
have that fenfe in great perfection. Having landed, the luinters, 
“ with the affiftance of good dogs, trained for that purpofe, in the 
“ night-time endeavour to feparate thofe whicii are molt advanced 
“ from the others, driving them different ways. This they call 
“ making a cut ; it is generally looked upon to be a molt dangerous 
“ procefs, it being impoffible to drive them in any particular di- 
“ reCtion, and difficult to avoid them ; but as the Walrufes, which 
“ are advancetl above the flope of the Echouerie, arc deprived by 
“ jhc darknefs of the night from every direction to the water, they 
“ are left v/andering about, and killed at leifure, thofe that are 
" neareft the fhore being the firft vidlims. In this manner have 
“ been Ifilled fifteen or fixteen hundred at a cut. 

“ The people then fkin them, and take off a coat of fat which 
“ always furrounds them, and diffolve it into oil. The fkin is cut 
“ into dices of two or three inches wide, and exported to America 
for carriage traces, and into England for glue. The teeth make 
" an inferior fort of ivory, and is manufaftured for that purpofe > 
but very foon turns yellow.'' 
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H I S r. ^UAD. Genus XLII. SEAL. 

Br. Zoo/, i. N"/!. — HiJ/.Shtad. N'’ 375. — SmrUie. Common. 

Kaffigiak, Faun. Greail. N* 6. — Lev. Mus. 

S EAL. With a flat ]\ead and nofe : large black eyes: large 
whiikers ; fix cutting teeth in the upper jav/; four in the lower : 
two canine teeth in each jaw : no external ears : hair on all parts 
lliort and thick : five toes on each foot, ftirnilhed with flrong lliarp 
claws, and firongly webbed : tail Ihort and flat. 

Ufiial length of this fpecies, from five to fix feet. Their color 
diiFcrs ; dufky, brinded, or fpotted with white and yellow. 

Inhabits ail the European leas, even to die extreme north i anil 
is found far within the ArtTic circle, in both European and Afia/k 
fcas. It is continued to tliofe of Kamtjehatka *. 

Thei'e animals may be called the flocks of the (yrmlanders, and 
many other of the Arftic people. I cannot deferibe the ufes of them 
to the former more expreflivcly than in the very words of Mr. Crantz, 
a gentleman very long refident in their chilly country. 

“ Seals are more needful to them than Sheep are to us, though thktr great 

. ■USH TO THE 

“ they fiirnilli us with food and raiment; or than the cocoa-tree is Greenlanders. 
“ to the Indians, alth.oug’n that prelents them not only w'ith meat 
“ to eat, and covering for their bodies, but alfo houfes to dwell in, 

“ and boats to fail in, fo that in cafe of necelTity they could live 
folely from it. The Seals flelli (together with the Rein-deer, 
which is already grown pretty fcarce) fupplies the natives with 


Steller, in Nov- Com. Petrop, u. 290. 
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their mod palatable and fubftantial food. Their fot furniflies 
them witfi oil for lamp-light, chamber and kitchen fire ; and 
“ whoever foes their habitations, prefently finds, that if they even 
had a fupcrfiuity of wood, it v/ould not do, they can ufe nothing 
but train in them. They alfo mollify their dry food, moftly fifh, 
“ in the train j and finally, they barter it for all Jcinds of neceflaries 
with the faftor. They can few better with fibres of foe Seals 
‘‘ finews than with thread or filk. Of the Ikins of the entrails they 
“ make their windows, curtains for their tents, foirts, and part of 
“ the bladders they ufe at their harpoons and they make train 
“ bottles of the maw'. Formerly, for want of iron, they made all 
“ manner of inllrumcnts and working-tools of their bones. Nei- 
ther is the blood waited, but boiled with other ingredients, and 
“ eaten as Ibup. Of the Ikin of tlie Seal they Hand in the greatefi. 
" need ; for, foppofing the Ikins of Rein-deer and birds would 
“ funhili them with competent cloathing for their bodies, and co- 
“ verings for their beds ; and their flclh, together wdth filh, wdeh 
“ fuflicient food ; and provided they could drels tiieir meat with 
wood, and alfo new model their houfe-keeping, fo as to have 
light, and keep themfelves warm with it too; yet without the 
Seals {kins diey would not be in a capacity of acquiring thefo 
“ iame Rein-deer, fowls, filhes, and wmod ; becaufo they mull 
cover over with Seal-fkin both tlieir large and fmall boats, in 
“ which tliey travel and feek their provifion. They nniit allb cut 
tlieir thongs or ftraps out of them, make the bladders for their 
“ harpoons, and cover their tents with them ; without which they 
could not fubfift in fummer. 

Therefore no m.an can pafs for a right Greenlander who cannot 
“ catch Seals. This is foe ultimate end they afpire at, in all their 
device and labor from their cliildhood up. It is foe only art 
(and in truth a difficult and dangerous one it is) to which they 

« arc 
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“ are trained from their infancy ; by which they maintain them- 
“ fclves, make themfelves agreeable to others, and become benefi- 
“ cial members of the community *. 

“ The Greenlanders have three ways of catching Seals: either 
“ lingly, with the bladder ; or in company, by the clamper -hunt i 
« or in the winter on the ice : whereto may be added the Ihooting 
** them with a gun. 

“ The principal and moll common way is the taking them with 
the bladder. When the Greenlander fets out equipped according 
“ to the 7th Sedion, and Ipies a Seal, he tries to furprile it una- 
wares, with the wind and fun in his back, that he may not be 
“ heard or ieen by it. He tries to conceal himfelf behind a wave, 
“ and makes haftily, but foftly, up to it, till he comes witliin four, 
“ five, or fix fathom of it ; mean while he takes the utmoft care 
" that the harpoon, line, and bladder, lie in proper order. Then 
** he takes hold of tire oar ’^idr his left hand, and the harpoon with 
“ his right by the hand- board, and fo away he throws it at the 
“ Seal, in fuch a manner that the whole dart flies from the hand- 
“ board and leaves that in his hand. If the harpoon hits the mark, 
“ and buries itfelf deeper than the barbs, it will diredly difengage 
“ itfelf from the bone-joint, and that from the fliaft; and alfo un- 
wind the firing from its lodge on the kajak. The moment the 
“ Seal is pierced, the Greenlander imik throw the bladder, tied to 
the end of the firing, into the water, on the fame fide as die Seal 
“ runs and dives ; for that he does inftantly, like a dart. Then 
the Greenlander goes and takes up the lhaft fwimming on the 
water, and lays it in its place. The Seal often drags the bladder 
“ with it under water, though ’tis a confiderable impediment, on 
“ account of its great bignefs; but it fo wearies itfelf out with it. 
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** that it mull come up again in about a quarter of an hour to take 
breath. The Greenlander haftens to the fpot where he fees the 
bladder rife up, and fmites the Seal, as foon as it appears, with 
the great lance defciibed in the 6th Sedion *, This lance al- 
“ ways comes out of its body again ; but he throws it at the crea- 
** tore afrefli every time it comes up, till ’tis quite fpent. Then 
“ he runs the little lance into it, and kills it outright, but (lops up 
the wound directly to preferve the blood j and laftly, he blows 
it up, like a bladder, betwixt (kin and fleili, to put it into a 
“ better capacity of fwimming after him for which purpofc he 
fallens it to the left-fide of his kajaky or boat f . 

“In tiiis exercife the Greenlander is expofed to the moll and 
“ greatell danger of his life ; which is probably the reafon that they 
“ call this hunt, or fifliery, kamavocky i. e. the Extinclion, viz. of 
“ life. For if the line Ihould entangle itfelf, as it eafily may, in its 
“ fudden and violent morion j or if it Ihould catcli hold of the 
“ kajaky or fliovild wind itfelf round the oar, or the hand, or even 
“ the neck, as it fometimes does in windy weather ; or if rite Seal 
ihould turn fuddenly to the; other fide of the boat ; it cannot be 
otherwife than that the kajak mull be overturned by the Ibing, 
and drawn down under water. On fucli defperate occafions the 
“ poor Greenlander Hands in need of all tlie arts defci ibed in the 
“ former Se6tion, to difentangle lumfelf from the 11 ring, and to 
“ raife himfelf up from under the water feveral times fuccclfively j 
“ for he wiL continually be overturning till he has quite difengaged 
“ himfelf from the line. Nay, when he imagines himfelf to be 
out of all danger, and comes too near the dying Seal, it may Hill 
“ bite him in the face or liand j and a female Seal that has young, 
“ inftead of flying the field, will fometimes fly at the Greenlander in 

• Sec the Sedtiom referred to, and tab. v. f See vol. i. 150. tab. viii. 
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the moft vehement rage, and do him a mifchief, or bite a hole in 
his kajak that he muft fink. 

“ In this way, fingly, they can kill none but the careleis ftupid 
« Seal, called Jitarfoak *. Several in company muft purllie the 
cautious Kaffigiak f by the clapper-hunt. In the lame manner 
“ they alfo lurround and kill the Jttarjolt :{: in great numbers at 
“ certain fcafons of the year ; for in autumn they retire into the 
creeks or Inlets in ftorrny weather, as in tfie Nepijel found in 
Bair& river, between the main land and the ifland Kangek, which 
“ is full two leagues long, but very narrow. There the Green- 
* landers cut off' their retreat, and frighten tliem under water by 
ffiouting, clapping, and throwing Hones ; but, as they muft come 
“ up again continually to draw breath, then they perfecute them 
“ again till they are tired, and at laft are obliged to ftay fo long 
“ above water, that they furround them, and kill them with the 
“ fourth kind of dart, deferibed in the 6th Section. During this 
“ hunt we have a fine opportunity to fee tlie agilit}’’ of the Green- 
“ landers, or, if I may call it fo, their hulTar-like manceuvres.. 
“ When the Seal rifes out of the v/ater, they all fly upon it, as if 
they had wings, with a defperate noife ; the poor creature is 
“ forced to dive again direftly, and tire moment he does, they dif- 
perfe again as fiift as they came, and every one gives heed to his 
“ poft, to fee w'here it will ftart up again ; which is an uncertain 
thing, and is commonly three quarters of a mile from the former 
fpot. If a Seal has a good broad water, three or four leagues 
each way, it can keep the fportfmen in play for a couple of 
hours, before his fo fpent that they can furround and kill it. 
"If the Seal, in its fright, betakes itfelf to the land for a retreat, 
" his welcomed with fticks and ftones by the women and children, 

• Sec N» 77. of this work. f Ditto, N® yz. J Ditto, a variety 
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“ and prefcntly pierced by the men in the rear. This is a very 
lively and a very profitable diverfion for the Gr inlanders, for 
" many times one man will have eight or ten Seals for his lhare. 

“ The third method of killing Seals upon the iee, is moftly 
praftifed in Dijko, where the bays are frozen over in the winter. 
“ There are feveral ways of proceeding. The Seals themfolves 
“ make fometimes holes in the ice, where they come and draw 
“ breath ; near fuch a hole a Greenlander feats himfelf on a ftool, 
putting his feet on a lower one to keep them from the cold. 
“ Now when the Seal comes and puts its nofe to the hole, he 
“ pierces it inftantly with his harpoon j then breaks tlie hole larger, 
** and draws it out and kills it quite. Or a Greenlander lays him- 
felf upon his belly, on a kind of a fledge, near other holes, where 
the Seals come out upon the ice to balk tliemfelves in tlie fun. 
Near this great hole they make a little one, and another Green- 
" lander puts a harpoon into it with a very long fliaft or pole. He 
“ that lies upon the ice looks into the great hole, till he fees a Seal 
“ coming under the harpoon ; then he gives the otlier the fignal, 
who runs the Seal dirough with all his might. 

“ If the Gree^tlander fees a Seal lying near its hole upon the ice, 
" he Hides along upon his belly towards it, wags his head, and 
** grunts like a Seal •, and the poor Seal, thinking his one of its 
" innocent companions, lets him come near enough to pierce it 
“ with his long dart. 

** When the current wears a great hole in the ice in the fpring, 
** the Greenlanders plant themfelves all round it, till the Seals come 
“ in droves to the brim to fetch breath, and then they kill them 
♦* with their harpoons. Many alfo are killed on the ice while they 
** lie fleeping and fnoring in the fun 

* pp. I53> 4^ 5> 7 . 
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Nature has been fo niggardly in providing variety of provifion 
for the Greenlanders, that they are neceflltated to have recourfe to 
fuch which is offered to them with a liberal hand. The Kamt- 
Jchatkan nations, which enjoy feveral animals, as well as a great and 
abundant choice of fiih, are fo enamoured witli the tafte of the fat 
of Seals, tlut they can make no feaft without making it one of the 
dilhes. Of that both Ruffians and Kamtfcbatkans make their can- 
dles. The latter eat the flelh boiled, or elfe dried in the fun. If 
they have a great quantity, they preferve it in the following man- 
ner : 

Tliey dig a pit of a requifite depth, and pave it with ftones j tlien 
fill it with wood, and fet it on fire fo as to heat the pit to the 
warmth of a ftove. They then colled all the cinders into a heap. 
They ftrew the bottom with the green wood of alder, on which 
they place feparately the flelh and the fat, and put between every 
layer branches of the fame treej when the pit is filled they cover it 
with - fods, fo that the vapour cannot efcape. After^ fome hours 
they take out both fat and flefli, and keep it for winter’s provifions, 
and they may be preferved a whole year without Ipoiling. 

The Karntjchatkans have a moft Angular ceremony. After they 
take the flelh from the heads of the Seals, they bring a veflel in 
form of a canoe, and fling into it all the fculls, crowned with certain 
herbs, and place them on the ground. A certain perfon enters the 
habitation with a fack filled with T^onchitche, fweet herbs, and a little 
of the bark of willow. Two of the natives then roll a great ftcne 
towards the door, and cover it with pebbles i two others take the 
Iwcet herbs and dilpofe them, tied in little packets. The great 
ftone is to fignify the fea-lhore, the pebbles the waves, and the 
packets Seals. They then bring three dilhes of a halh, called 71?/- 
kovicha ; of this they make little balls, in the middle of which they 
ftick the packets of herbs; of the wilbw-bark they make a litde 
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canoe, and fill k with 'J'olkouchat and cover it with the fack. After 
fomc time, the two Kamtjchatkans Avho had put the mimic Seals into 
the 7* 'jlkcucha, take the balls, and a vefiel refembling a canoe, and 
draw it along the fand, as if it was on the fca, to convince the real 
Seals how agreeable it would be to them to come among the Kamt- 
jchatkans ^ w’ho have a fea in their very juris, or dwellings. And 
this they imagine will induce the Seals to fulFer themfelves to be 
taken in great numbers. Various other ceremonies, equally ridi- 
culous, are pradifed j in one of which they invoke the wmds, which 
drive the Seals on their Jhores, to be propitious *. 

Befides the ul’es which are m.ide of the flelh and fat of Seals, the 
Ikins of the largeft are cut into foies for flioes. The women make 
their fummer boots of the undreffed Ikins, and wear them with the 
hair outmoll:. In a country which abounds fo greatly in furs, very 
little more ufe is made of the Ikins of Seals in the article of drefs 
than what has been mentioned f. But the Koriaks, the Okutores, 
and ihebujchi, form with the fkins canoes and veilels of different 
fizes, fome large enough to carry thirty people. 

Seals fwarm on all the coafts of Kamtfchatka, and will go up the 
rivers eighty verfis in purfuit of filh. They couple on the ice in 
April, and fometimes on the rocks, and even in the fea in calm 
weather. The Tunguft give the milk of thefe animals to tlieir chil- 
dren inftead of phyfic. 

Capt uRE. The Seals in this country are killed by harpooning, by ftiooting, 
by w^atching the holes in the ice and knocking them on the head as 
they rife ; or by placing two or three ftrong nets acrols one of the 
rivers which thefe animals frequent: fifty or more people aflemble 
in canoes on each fide of the nets, while others row up and down, 
and with great cries frighten the Seals into them. As foon as any 

♦ Defer, Kmfihatlia, 425. f The fame, 41, 42, 424. 
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are entangled, the people kill them with pikes or clubs, and drag 
them on Ihore, and divide them equally among the hunters } fome- 
times a hundred are taken at a time in this manner. 

The navigators obfeived abundance of Seals about Bering’s 
iOand, but that they decreafed in numbers as they advanced towards 
the ftraits; for where the Walrufes abounded, the Seals grew more 
and more fcarce. 

I did not obferve any Seal -fkin garments among thofe brought 
over by the navigators, fuch as one might have expeded among 
the EJfiuirnaiix of the liigh latitudes tliey vifited, and which are fo 
much in ufe with thofe of Hiufjon’s Bay and Labrador. That fpecies 
ofdrefs doubdcfsly was worn in the earlieft times. Thefc people 
wanted their hiftoriansj but we are adlircd that i\\c .MaJJ'aget a;* 
cloathcd themfelvcsin thefliins of Seals. They, according to I) *^Sfal-5k 1V/ 
inhabited the country to the eaft of the Cajftan fea, and the lake 
rlral', both of which waters abound with Seals. 

Seals are now become a great article of commerce. The oil 
trom tlie vail Whales is no longer equal to the demand for fup- 
plying the magnificent profufion of lamps in and round our capital, 

I'hc chafe of thefc animals is rcdoubleel for that purpofe j and the 
flcins, properly tanned, are in confiderable ufe in the manufadory 
of boots and llaocs. 

Five varieties of Seals are found in the Baltic. It is made a 
doubt whether they arc not even diltind fpecics. 

The firft is the Grey Seal, Crd Si'dly which when juft born is 
wholly yellow ; but that color foon grows obfeure, and the ikin 
becomes varied with fpots or waved lines. This variety is the large 
of thofe which inhabit the Swedtp leas. 

The fecond is the llautjkdl. This, when juft dropped, is more 

white, 
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white, and never changes, unlefs to a tinge of pearl color, when it 
has ccafed growing. It never attains the fize of the former, lives 
feparate from it, and is more timid. 

Thcfe two varieties live on the high feas, and fee’ll on herrings, 
medufiS, and blennies. During winter they retire under the ice, 
through which they form holes by blowing on it, let the thicknefs 
be ever fo great. In fummer they mount on tlie fand-banks to 
fleep. 

The Seal called the IVikare gri/, and fFikare mir, are two 
varieties, which deep on Ihore. The two preceding fometimes 
fleep in the fea, keeping their lieads above water; they fleep fo 
found that the hunters can reach and harpoon them in that fitua- 
tion. I'he IVikare feeds chiefly on the gajleroftetis aculeatus, Lix. 
three-fpined flicklcback, Br. Zool. III. No. 129- and becomes fo 
fat, that when killed it cannot fmk to the bottom. The young of 
the Black IVikare arc conllantly black ; thofe of the Grey Wikare 
always grey. 

Fifthly. The is always ftriped (iigre). This fpecies 

is of late years fo diminillied, that for ten years pall there has not 
been feen one in all the Swedijh arehipelago. 

If thefe five are varieties, they are certainly varieties which live 
always feparated, and never mingle with one another. 

The chace of the Seals in the gulph of Bothnia, is as remarkable 
as that of the Greenlanders. In the f})ring, when the rivers of Lap- 
land force with their flrream, into the lea, vafl; maflfes of ice, the 
Grey Seals and Hautjkals retire upon them. The hunters never 
neglcft the opportunity of taking them : they find out thefe floating 
mountains, whicli, according to Mr. Hjarne, are twelve or foui teen 
fathoms in tJiicknefs below water, and of a great extent. The 
hunters lay in provifions for fix weeks, and a hearth to drefs their 
meat on. Tliey then moor their boat to one of thefe mountanous 
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pieces of ice,*the hollows of which are filled with Seals. Tliey 
cloath themfelves in white, to render themfelves lefs fufpeded by 
thofe animals. They alfo whiten their boats with lime j and fleep 
in them during night, and thus pafs ten or twelve days among the 
ice, till they difcover the Seals. When they hear a certain crack- 
ling, diey conlider it as a fign that the piece of ice is about to fall 
to pieces; they guard againil the confequences, and feek ano- 
ther ; and fo continue rowing from one piece of ice to another, 
in fearch of the Seals, till they have exJiaufted every obje<ft of the 
chace. 


N" 382. 

Phoca Biirbata, Fau/u Cnenl 9.— Urkfuk. GrW* 

Lakktak, Hijl. Kamtfchatka, 4.20,— Lev. Mus. 


^ E A L, With long pellucid white whifkers with curled points’. 

back arched : black hairs, very deciduous, and thinly difperfed 
over a thick fkin, which in fummer is almoft naked : teeth like the 
common Seal: fore feet like the human hand; middle toe the 
longeft ; thumb lliort : length more than twelve feet. 

The Greenlanders cut out of the (kin of this fpecics thongs and 
lines, a finger thick, for the Seal-fi(liery. Its fielh is white as veal, 
and efteemed the moft delicate of any ; has plenty of lard, but does 
not yield much oil. The Ikins of the young are fometimes ufed to 
lie on.' 

It inhabits the high fea about Greenland -y is a timid fpecics, and 
ufually refts on the floating ice, and very feldom the fixed. Breeds 
in the earlieft fpring, or about the month of March, and brings forth 
a fingle young on the ice, ufually among the iflands j for at that 
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feafon ic approaches a little nearer to the land. The .great old ones 
fwim very (lowly. 

In the feas of the north of Scotland is found a Seal twelve feet 
long. A gcntleinan of my acquaintance (liot one of that fize on 
the coaft of Sutherland j but made no particular remai-ks on it. 
A young one, feven feet and lialf long, was fliewn in London 
forne years ago, which had not arrived at maturity enough even 
to have fcarcely any teeth*: yet the common Seals have them 
complete before they attain tire fize of fix feet, their utmoll 
growth. 

A fpccies larger than an Ox, found in the Kamtjehatkan feas from 
56 to 64 nortli latitude, called by the natives Lachtak f . I'liey 
weighed eight hundred pounds : w'cre eaten by Bering’s crew ; but 
their fleflr was found to be very loathforae j. The cubs are quite 
black. 

Steller has left behind him accounts of other Seals found in 
thofe wild feas j but his deferiptions are fo imperfect as to render 
it impofiible to afeertain the ipecies. He fpeaks in liis MSS. of 
a middle- fized kind, univerfally and moll elegantly fpotted ; 
another, black with brown fpots, and the belly of a yellowhh 
white, and as large as a yearling Ox ; a third fpecies, black, and 
with a particular formation of the hinder legs ; and a fourth, of 
a yellowifii color, with a great circle on it of tire color of cher- 
ries §. 

* Pk Tranf. Abr, ix. 74. tab. v. xlvii. 120. f Nov. Com, Petrop. ii. 290. 

I Mulkr'i V n, 60. § Dr. Paths, and Defor. Kamifehatka, 420. 
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Phoca Foetida, faun. Qmni N« 8.--.Nettfeck Grml. Crantz, L 

g E A L. With a flioit nole, and Ihort round head ; teeth like the 
common Seal : body almofl. of an elliptical form, covei ed with 
lard almoft to the hind feet : hairs clofely fet togetk-r, foft, long, 
and fomewhat ereft, with curled wool intermixed : color dulky, 
ftreaked with white ; fometimes varies to white, with a dufky dorlal 
line. 

Does not exceed four feet in length. 

Never frequents the high leas, but keeps on the fixed ice in the 
remote bays near the frozen land ; and when old never forfikes its 
haunts. Couples in June ; brings forth in January, on the fixed ice, 
which is its proper element. In that it has a hole for the benefit of 
fifiiing ; near that it remains ufually folitary, rarely in paii s. Is 
very incautiotis, and often fleeps on the furface of the water, yielding 
itfelf a prey to the Eagle. Feeds on fmall filh, fltrimps, and tlie 
like. The ufes of the (kin, tendons, and lard, the fame with thofe 
of other Seals. The fle(h is red, and foetid, cfpecially that of the 
males, which is naufeated by even the Greenlanders. 

The Seal-hunters in NevDfoundland have a large kind, wltich they 
call the Square Phipper, and fay weighs five hundred pounds. Its 
coat is like that of a Water-dog ; lb that it feems by the length o( 
hair to be allied to this ; but the vaft difference in fize forbids us 
from pronouncing it to be the fame ipecies. 


Ilijf* 
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Size. 


N® 381* 

Phoca Leporina, Lepechhi, Ad, Acad, Petrop, pars. i. 264. tab. viii. ix.— 
mjK ^ad. 381. 

g E A L. With hair of an uniform dirty white color, with a tinge 
of yellow, but never fpotted j hairs ered, and interwoven j foft 
as that of a Hare, efpecially the young : head long : upper lip fwell- 
ing and thick : whilkers very ftrong and thick, ranged in fifteen 
rows, covering the whole front of the lip, fo as to make it appear 
bearded : eyes blue, pupil black : teeth ftrong ; four cutting teeth 
above, the fame below * ; fore feet Ihort, and ending abrupt : the 
membranes of the hind feet even, and not waved : tail fhort and 
thick } its length four inches two lines. 

Length, of this fpecies, from nofe to tip of the tail, is fix feet 
fix ; its greateft circumference five feet two. The cubs arc milk 
white. 

This kind inhabits the While Sea during funimer, and afcends 
and defcends the mouths of rivers f with the tide in queft of prey. 
It is alfo found on the coafts of Iceland^ and within the Polar circle 
from Spilzbergm to I’chutki No/s, and from thence fouthward aboiit 
Kamt/chatka. 

Like the others, it is killed for its fat and fkin. The laft is cut 
into pieces, and ufed for (traps and reins. The (kins of the young, 
which are remarkably white, are dyed with black, and ufed to face 
caps, in imitation of Beavers ficins i but the hairs are much ftifici:, 
and do not foon drop off. 

* Mr, Lepechin compares the number of the teeth to that of another kind (our 
IJarp Seal) which, he fays, has only four teeth in the lower jaw. 

4 The fame. 


mji. 
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Hift . N“ 384. 

Phoca Leonina, Faun* GreenL N® 5. 


^ E A L. With four cutting teeth above, four below : fore feet 
like the human ; the thumb long : the membranes on the hind 
feet extend beyond the claws : on the forehead of the male is a thick 
folded fkin, ridged half the way up, which it can inflate and draw 
down like a cap, to defend its eyes againll llorms, waves, ftones, 
and fand. The females and young have only the rudiment of this 
guard. It has two fpecies of hair; the longeft white, the iliortelt 
thick, black, and woolly, which gives it a beautiful grey color. 

It grows to the length of eight feet. The Greenlanders call it 
NeitJek-Joak* , or the Great Neitjek. It inhabits only the fouthern 
parts of their country, where it inhabits the high feas ; but in April, 
May, and June, comes nearer to the land. Is polygamous ; copu- 
lates with its body ere(fl. Brings forth in April one young upon 
the ice. Keeps much on the great fragments, where it Deeps in an 
unguarded way. Bites hard : barks, and whines : grows very fierce 
on being wounded ; but will weep on being furprized by the hunter. 
Fight among themfelves, and inflift deep wounds. Feed on all 
kinds of greater filh. The Ikins of the young form the mod ele- 
gant dreflfes for the women. The men cover their great bo.ars with 
thofe of the old ; they alfo cover their houfes with them, and when 
they grow old convert them into facks. They ufe the teetli to head 
hunting-fpears. Of the gullet and inteftines they make the fea- 
drefies. The ftomach is made into a filhing-buoy. 


Li 


76. Hood so. 


* Crantz, h 25. 
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It is alfo found in Newfoundland. Our Seal-hunter^ame it the 
Hooded Seal, and pretend they cannot kill it till they*movc that 
integument. The Germans call it Kkp-MutZy from its covering its 
face as if with a cap. 

The moll dreaded enemy which this fpecies has in Greenland is 
the Phyfeter Micrcps ; on die very fight of which it takes to the ice, 
and quietly expects its fate The Greenlanders therefore deteft 
this fpecies of Wliale, not only on account of the havock it makes 
among the Seals, but becaufe it frightens diem away from the 
bays f . 

It is entirely different from the Leonine Seal, or from that of 
the Soutli-fea, called the Bottle-nose, 


HiJ}. ^lad. N» 385. 

Phoca Oceanica, Kvylatca RuJfiSy Lcpechin, Ail, Acad, Pcirop* pars. i. 259. tab, 
vi. vii. 

Phoca Grcen!andica» Faim. QreenL 7. — ^Aiak GreenL Atarfoak, Crantz.i 

I2f 

^EAL. With a round head: high forehead: nofe fliort: large 
black eyes ; whilkers difjioled in ten rows of hairs : four cutting 
teeth in the upper jaw, the two niiddlemoft the longell; four alfo in 
the lower, lefs fharp than the others : two canine teeth in each jaw : 
fix grinders in each jaw, each three-pointed : hairs fliort : fkin thick 
and ftrong. 

Head, nofe, and chin, of a deep chefnut color, nearly black ; 
reft of the body of a dirty white, or light grey : on the top of the 
llioulders is a large mark of the fame color j with the head bifur- 

Faun. GrmiL p. 9* f The fame> p. 45. 

cated, 
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cated, ea<^ fork extending downwards along the fides half way the 
length of the body. This mark is always conftant ; but there are 
befides a few irregular fpots Incidental to the old ones. 

The female lias only two, retraftile, teats ; and brings only one 
young at a time. The cub, the firft year, is of a bright afli-color, 
whitifh beneath, and marked in all parts with multitudes of fmall 
black fpots, at which period they are called by the Ruffians White 
Seals. In the next year they begin to be fpotted ; from that period 
the females continue imchangal in color. The males at feill age, 
which Mr. Cranlz fays is their fifth year, attain their diftinguilhing 
fpot, and are called hy the Greenlanders Attarfoak* ■, by thtRuffiuwSt 
Krylatka, or winged. 

This inhabits tire feme countries with the Rough and Leporine 
Seal-, but loves the coldeft parts of the coafe Continues on the 
lopfe ice of Nova Zemhla the whole year ; and is feen only in the 
iyiii]t€r in the White Sea, on the floating ice carried from the nor- 
thern feas. It brings forth its young about the end o( April, and 
after fuckling it a fufficient time departs with the firll ice into tlie 
Frozen Ocean, The young remains behind for fe>me time, then 
follows its parent with the ice wliich is loofed from the fliore f . 

It abounds in Greenland and about Spitzbergen, efpecially in the 
bottoms of the deep bays. Migrates in Greenland twice in the 
year ; in March, and returns in May in June, and returns in Sep- 
tember. Couples in July, and brings forth towards the end of March 
or beginning of April : has one young, rarely two, which it fuckles 
on fragments of ice far from land. It never afeends the fixtxi ice 
but lives and fleeps on the floating iflands in great herds. Swims 
in great numbers, having one for a leader, which feems to watch 
for the fecurity of the whole. Eats its prey with its head above 

* Crantz, i. 1 24. t Petrop. pars 263. 

water. 
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water. Swims in various ways > on its belly, back, and fide, and 
often whirls about as if in frolick. Frequently fleeps on the furface 
of the water. Is very incautious. Has great dread of the Pb}feter 
Mkrcps, w'hich forces it towards the Ihore. It is often furrounded 
by troops of hunters, who compel it even to land, where it is eafily 
killed. 

It is found alfo about Kamtjchatka, being the third Ipecies men- 
tioned by Stelkr. 

Sizi. It grows to the length of nine feet. The meafurements of one 

defcribed by Mr. Lepechin are as follow The length, from the 
nofe to the tip of the tail, was fix feet ; the length of the tail five 
inches three lines ; the girth of the thickeft part of the body four 
feet eiglit. 

Uses. The Ikin is ufed to cover trunks ; that of the young, taken in the 

ifie of Solovki y on the weft fide of the White Sea, is made into boots, 
and is excellent for keeping out water. The Greenlanders^ in dref- 
fing the fkins, curry' off the hair, and leave fome fat on the infide 
to render them thicker. With thefe they cover their boats, and 
with the undreffed fkins their tents j and, when they can get no 
other, make life of them for cloathing. 

The oil extrafted from the blubber of this Seal is far the moft 
valuable, being fweet, and fo free from greaves as to yield a greater 
quantity than any other fpecies. The flefh Is black. 

The Newfoundland Seal-hunters call it the Harpy or Heart Seal, 
and name the marks on the fides the faddle. They Ipeak too of a 
brown fort, which they call Bedlemer, and believe to be the yojung of 
the former. 


Hifs 
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Hijl* N« 380. fig. at p. 513* 


gE AL. With very fhort briftly hair, of an uniform glolTy color, 
almoft black : the whole back and fides comprehended within 
a narrow regular ftripe of pale yellow. 

It is to Dr. Pallas I owe the knowledge of this fpecies. He re- 
ceived only part of die fkin, which leemed to have been the back 
and fides. The length was four feet, the breadth two feet three ; 
fo it muft have belonged to a large fpecies. It was taken off the 
Kuril iflands. 


Hift. ^ad. N" 387. 

Kot Ruffis Gentilibus ad Sitium Penchinicum, Tarlatfcbega, Nov, Com, Peirop. ii. 
331. tab. XV. 

Sea Wolf*, Pernety, Engl. Tr. 187. tab. SL\\.^lJlka's Voy, i. 226. 

Chat Marin, Eifi, Kamt/chatka, 433. 


^EAL. With a high forehead; nofe projecting like that of a 
dog : black irides : fmaragdine pupil : whifkers coinpofed of 
triangular hairs, thinly fcattered ; noftrils oval, divided by a Jeptum : 
lips thick i their infide red, and ferrated. 

In the upper jaw' four bifurcated cutting teeth ; on each fide of 
thefe a very fharp canine tooth bending inwards j beyond thefe ano- 
ther, which, in battle, the animal ftrikes with, as Boars do with 

• The Frmb generic name for the Seal is Lcup Marin, and the Spanijh, Loho 
Marino. 


78. Ruebon. 


79. Ursisk. 
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Color . 


their tufks, Inftead of grinders, in each upper jaw are fix fliarp 
teeth refembling canine, and very fiightly exe/ted. In the lower 
jaw four cutting teeth, and canine like thofe in the upper ; and on 
cacii fide ten others in the place of grinders. \¥hen the mouth is 
clofed all the teeth lock into each other. 

The tongue rough and bifid : the ears fhort, finall, and fliarp- 
pointed, hairy on the outfide, fmooth and polifiied within. 

Fore legs two feet long, not inimerfed in the body, like thofe 
of other Seals, but refcmble thofe of common quadrupeds. The 
feet arc funiillied with five toes, with the rudiments of nails j but 
thefe are fo entirely covered with a naked fldn, as to be as much 
concealed as a hand is with a mitten. The animal Hands on thefe 
legs w'ith the utmoft firmnefs; yet the feet feem but a lhapeleis 
mals. 

The hind legs are twenty-two inches long, and fituated like thofe 
of Seals i but are capable of being brought forward, fo that the 
animal makes ufe of them to fcratch its head : on each are five toes, 
conneded by a large web j and are a foot broad. The tail is only 
two inches long. 

The body is of a conoid fliape. The length of a large one 
is about eight feet ; the circumference near the fiioulders is five 
feet, near the tail twenty inches. The weight eight hundred 
pounds. 

The female is far inferior in fize to the male : it has two teats, 
placed far behind. 

The whole animal is covered with long and rough hair, of a 
blackifla color ; that of the old is tipt with grey ; and on the neck 
of the males is a little longer and ereft: beneath the hair is a foft 
fur of a bay color. Tlie females are cinereous. The Ikin is thick 
and ftrong. 

Thefe 
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Thefe animals are found in amazing multitudes on the iflands 
between Kamtjchatka and America * ; but are fcarcely known to 
land on the Afiatic Ihore : nor are they ever taken except in tlic 
three Kurilian iflands, and from thence in the Bol/rowoie More, or 
Beaver Sea, as far as the Kromjki headland, off the river Kamtjchatka, 
which comprehends only from 50 to 56 north latitude. It is ob- 
fervable that they never double the fouthern cape of the peniiifula, 
or are found on the weftern fide in the Penjchinjka fea ; but their 
great refort has been obferved to be to Bering's iflands. They are 
as regularly migratory as birds of paflage. They firfl: appear off the 
three Kurili iflands and Kamtjchatka in the earlieft fpring. They 
arrive exceflively fat j and there is not one female which does not 
come pregnant. Such which are then taken are opened, the young 
taken out and fleinned. They are found in Bering's illand only on 
tiie weflern fliore, being the part oppofite to AJia, where they firft 
appear on their migration from the fouth. They continue on fhorc 
three months, during which time the females bring forth. Except - 
ing their employ of fuckling their young, they pafs their time in 
total inaftivity. The males fink into the moft profound indolence, 
and deep fleep ; nor are they ever roufed, except by fomc great pro- 
vocation, arifing from an invafion of their place, or a jealoufy of 
their females. During the whole time they neither eat nor drink. 
S teller diflefted numbers, without finding the leff appearance of 
food in their flomachs. 

'They live in families. Every male is furrounded by a feraglio 
of from eight to fifty miftrefles ; thefe he guards with the jealoufy 
of an eaftern monarch. Each family keeps feparate from the others, 

• They fay that tlie Sea-Caf, or Sivjutcha, Is found In thofe iflands j but Sh^'uteba 
is the name given by the Kamt/chatkans and KuriUam to the Leonhte Seal only* 
Northern Jrchifda^o, &Ct by Von Steshkn, Printed for Hejdin^ert 1774, p. 34* 

C c 2 notwithftaading 
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notwithftanding they He by thoufands on the Ihore. Every family, 
with the unmarried and the young, amount to about a hundred and 
twenty. They alfo fwim in tribes when they take to the fea. 

The males Ihew great alFedion towards their young, and equal 
tyranny towards the females. The former are fierce in the protec- 
tion of their offspring ; and Ihoukl any one attempt to take their 
cub, will Hand on the defenfive, while the female carries it away in 
her mouth. Should fhe happen to drop it, the male inftantly quits 
its enemy, falls on her, and beats her againft the ftones till he 
leaves her for dead. As foon as fhe recovers, fhe crawls to his feet 
in the moft fuppliant manner, and walhes them widi her tears j he 
at the fame time brutally infults her mifery, {talking about in die 
moft infolent manner. But if the young is entirely carried off, he 
melts into the greateft affliction, likewife flieds tears, and fliews 
every mark of deep forrow. It is probable tliat as the female 
brings only one, or at moft two cubs, he feels his misfortune the 
more fenfibly. 

Thofe animals which are deftitute of females, through age or 
impotence, or are defected by them, withdraw themfelves from fo- 
ciety, and grow exceftively fplenetic, peevifli, and quarrclfome ; 
are very furious, and fo attaclied to their antient ftations, as to pre- 
fer death to the lofs of them. They are enormoufly fat, and emit 
a moft naufeous and rank frnell. If they perceive another animal 
approach its feat, they are inftantly roufed from tlieir indolence, 
fnap at the encroacher, and give battle. During the fight they iji- 
fenfibly intrude on the llation of their neighbor. This creates new 
offence •, fo diat at length the civil difeord fpreads through the 
whole fhore, attended with hideous growls, their note of war. They 
are very tenacious of life, and will live a fortnight after receiving 
fuch wounds as would foon deftroy any other animal. 

The particular caufes of dilputes among thefe irafcible bealb are 

the 
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the following The firft and greateft is, when an attempt is made 
to reduce any of their miftrefles, or a young female of the family : a 
battle is the immediate confequence of the infult. The unhappy 
vanquifhed inftantly lofes his whole feraglio, who defert him for the 
viftorious hero. 

The invafion of the ftation of another, gives rife to frefh conhiflsj 
and the third caufe is the interfering in the difputes of others. I'he 
battles they wage are very tremendous ; the wounds they in Aid very 
deep, like the cut of a fabre. At the conclufion of an engagement 
they fling themfelves into the fea to walh oflF the blood. 

Befides their notes of war, they have feveral others. When they Notes. 
lie on Ihore, and are diverting themfelves, they low like a Cow. 

After vidory they chirp like a Cricket. On a defeat, or after re- 
ceiving a wound, mew like a Cat. 

Common Seals, and Sea Otters, ftand in great awe of thefe ani- Dread the Leo- 
mals, and Ihun their haunts. They again are in equal awe of the nine Seal. 
Leonine Seals, and do not care to begin a quarrel in their fight, 
dreading the intervention of fuch formidable arbitrators j who like- 
wife poflefs the fiift place on the fliore. 

The great and old animals are in no fear of mankind, unlefs they Fear not Man- 
are fuddenly furprized by a loud fliout, when tliey will hurry by 
thoufands into the fea, fwim about, and ftare at the novelty of their 
difturbers. 

Wlien they come out of the water, they lhake themfelves, and 
fmooth their hair with their hind feet : apply their lips to thofe of 
the feniales, as if they meant to kifs them : lie down and bafle in the 
fun with their hind legs up, which they wag as a Dog does its tail. 

Sometimes they lie on their back, fometimes roll themfelves isp 
into a ball, and fall afleep. Their fleep is never fo found but they 
are awoke by the left alarm j for their fenfe of hearing, and alfo 
that of fiTielling, is moft exquifite. 


They 
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They copulate, more humam, in Jufyi and bring forth in the June 
following j fo they go with young eleven months. The cubs arc 
as fportive as puppies j have mock fights, and tumble one another 
on the ground. The male parent looks on with a fort of compla- 
cency, parts them, licks and kifles them, and feems to take a greater 
affeftion to the victor than to the others. 

They fwira with amazing fwiftnefs and ftrength, even at the rate 
of fcven or eight miles an hour, and often on their back. They 
dive well, and continue a great.»while under water. If wounded 
in that element, they will feize on the boat, carry it with them with 
great impetuofity, and often will fink it. 

When they wifii to afcend the rocks, they fix their fore feet on 
them, arch their backs, and then draw themfelves up. 

The Kmtjchatkans take them by harpooning, for they never land 
on their fliore. To die harpoon is faftened a long line, by which 
tliey draw the animal to the boat after it is fpent with fatigue ; but 
in the chafe, the hunters are very fearful of too near an approach, 
leafi: the animal Ihould faften on and fink their vefiel. 

The ufes of them are not great. The flefii of the old males ia 
rank and naufeous ; that of the females is faid to refemble lamb ; 
of the young ones roafted, a fucking pig. The Ikins of the young, 
cut out of the bellies of the dams, are efteemed for cloathing, and 
are fold for about three fiiillings and four pence each ■, thofe of the 
old for only four fiiillings. 

Their re-migration is in the month of September ^ when they de- 
part excefiively lean, and take their young with them. On their 
return, they again pafs near the fame parts of Kamtjchatka which 
they did in the fpring. Their winter retreats are quite unknown j 
it is probable that they are the iflands between the Kurili and Japans 
of which we have fome brief accounts, under the name of Compagnie 
States Land, and JeJo which were difcovered by Mar^ 

tin 
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tin Uriel in 1642*. It is certain that by his account the natives 
employ themfelves in the capture of Seals f. Sailors do not give 
themfelves the trouble of obferving the nice diftindion of Ipecific 
marksj we are dierefore at liberty to conjedure thofe which he law 
to be our animals, efpecially as we can fix on no more convenient 
place for their winter quarters. They arrive along the Ihores of die 
Kurili illands, and part of thofe of Kamtfchatka, from the fouth. 
They land and inhabit only the weilern fide of Bering's, ifle, which 
faces Kamtfchatka j and when they return in September y their route is 
due fouth, pointing towards the difcoveries of Uriel. Had they 
migrated from the fouth-eaft as well as the fouth-weft, every ifle, 
and every fide of every ifle, would have been filled with them ; nor 
Ihould we have found (as we do) fuch a conftant and local reli- 
dence. 

Before I quit this article I muft obferve, that there feems to be 
in the feas of Je/o Gafmo another fpecies of Seal, perhaps our Little 
Seal, N“ 386. Hifi. ^tad. The account indeed is but oblcure, 
which I muft give as related by Charlevoix in his compilations re- 
fpeding that ifland. “ The natives,” fays he, “ make ule of an 
“ oil to drink, drawn from a fort of filh, a fmall hairy creature 
with four feet.” Ifthis account is true, it ferves to point out the 
fartheft known refidence of this genus, on this fide of the northern 
hemifphere. 

Finally, the Urfine Seals are found in the fouthern hemilphere, 
even from under the line, in the ifle of Gallipagos J, to New Georgia 

• He failed from the eaft fide of Japan in the fhip Cafiriem. vifited the llle of 
Jefo, and difeovered the illands which he called Staies hand and Company Land, the 
laft not very remote from the moll fouthern ifland. Rtcueil dt Vcy. an Nerd, 
w. I. f The fame, iz. 

t If'oodes Rogers's Voy. 265.— .He fays that they are neither fo numerous there, nor 
is their fur fo fine as thofe on Juan Femastd^, which is faid to be extremely foft and 
delicate. ^ Cook's Voy. n, z^. 
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m fouth latitude 54. 15. and weft longitude 37. 15. In the inter- 
mediate parts, they are met with in New Zeland*^ in the ifle of 
Juan Fernandez, and its neighbor Majfa Fuera, and probably along 
the coafts of Chili to ^erra del Fuego, and Staten Land. In Juan 
Fernandez, Staten Land, and New Georgia f, they fwarm ; as they do 
at the northern extremity of this vaft ocean. Thofe of the fouth- 
ern hemifphere have alfo their feafons of migration. Alexander 
Selkirk, who pafted three lonely years on the ifle of Juan Fernandez, 
remarks that they come alliore in June, and ftay till September f . 
Captain Cook found them again, in their place of re-migration, in 
equal abundance, on Staten Land and New Georgia, in the months 
of December and January % ; and Don Perncty jj found them on the 
Falkland iflands, in the month of February, 

According to the Greenlanders, this fpecies inhabits the Ibuthern 
parts of their country. They call it Auvekajak. That it is very 
fierce, and tears to pieces whatfoever it meets ; that it lives on land 
as well as in water, fwims moft impetuoufly, and is dreaded by the 
hunters f . 


So. LlO N IKE. Hijl . 389. 

Bellla Marina, Kurillis^ KamtfehadaUs et Kurillico nomine Sinjoutfchal 

clida. Nqv» Cm* Petrop, ii. 360. 

Lion Marin, HiJl* Kamtjlhatka, 428, 


AL. WitJi a large head : nofe turning up like that of a pug 
Dog : eyes large pupil fmaragdine : the greater angle of each 
as if ftained with cinnabar color. In the upper jaw four fmall cut- 
ting teeth ; the exterior on each fide remote, and at fome diftance 

* Cooi, i. 72. 86,— 01 /* 189. t An/ofii Foy* 121* — Cook, ii. 

194. 213. I Sel/i/rFs account in PF, Rogerses Foy* 136. § iL 194. iiy 

j) His voyage, Eng. Tr. 187. ^ Faun. Grttnl, p. 6. 
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from thefe are two large canine teeth : in the lower ja\7 four fmall 
cutting teeth, and the canine •; the griiiders fmall and obtule ; four 
on each fide above, and five below : ears conic- and ered ; feet cx- 
adly like thofe of the Urfme Seal. 

Along the neck of the male is a mane of ftiff curled liair ; and 
the whole neck is covered with long v ircd hairs, fuch as diftin- 
guilh a I.ion j the reft of the animal cloathcd witli, Uiort reddifli 
hairs : thofe of the female are of the color of oclire ; the young of 
a much deeper. The old animals grow grey with age. 

The weight of a large male beall is lixtcen hundred pounds. 
Length of the males is fometimes fourteen, or even eighteen feet *. 
The females arc very difproportionably lefler, not exceeding eight 
feet. 

Inhabits the eaftern coahs of Kamtjehatka, from cape Kmiozki as 
low as cape Lapatka and the Kurili iflands, and even as far as 
Malfmai, which probably is the fame v/ith JeJo Gafma. Near MatJ~ 
mat Captain Spanherg obferved a certain ifland of a moll piclurefque 
form, bordered with rocks refcmbling buildings, and fwarming with 
thefe animals, to wliich lie gave die name of the Palace of the Sea 
Lions Like the Urfme Seals, they are not found on the weftern 
fide of the peninfula. They abound, in the months of June, July-, 
Aiigufl, and September, on Bering’ idand, which they inhabit for the 
fake of quiet parturition and fuckling their young. Steller aifo 
liiw them in abundance in July on the coatls of America. 

f hey do not migrate like the former; but only change the place 
of reiidence, having winter and lummer ftations :|;. They live 


Narhoroughf '^i,^Pcnrofe Falkland IJJes, Voy, Malouinsh 240,— "By 

liis confounding the names of this and the Bdttlc-nofe Seal, 288. IlijL^aiL he 
led me into a miftake about the length of this. 

f Defer, Kamtfchatkay 433. | Nov*Cm, Pcitof, ii. 365. 
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chiefiy on rocky Ihores, or lofty rocks in the fea, which feem to 
have been torn away from the land by the violence of fome 
earthquake*. Thefe they climb, and by tlieir dreadful roaring 
are of ufe in foggy weatlier to warn navigators to avoid deftruc- 
tion. 

They copulate in the montlis of Juguft and September ; go ten 
months, and bring only one at a time. The parents iliew them 
little afFedion, often tread them to death through careleifnefs, and 
will fulFer them to be killed before them without concern or refent- 
ment. The cubs are not fportive, like other young animals, but 
are ahnoft always aOeep. Both male and female take them to fea 
to learn them to fvvim ; when wearied, they will climb on the back 

of their dam ■, but the male often puflK's tliem ofF, to habituate 

them to the exercife. The Ruffians were wont to fling the cubs 
into the water, and drey always fwam back to fhore. 

The males treat the females with great refpeft, and are very 

fond of their carefles. They are {polygamous, but content them- 
felves with fewer wives than the former, having only from two to 
four apiece, 

EAR mankind; The males Irave a terrible afped, yet they take to flight on the 
firfl: appearance of a human creature; and if they are difturbed 
from their fleep, feem feized with great horrors, figh deeply in their 
attempts to go aw'ay, fall into vail confufion, tumble down, and 
tremble in fuch a manner as fcarccly to be able to ufe their limbs. 
But if they are reduced ;o a flrait, fo as not pofTibly to efled an 
efca{)e, they grow defperate, turn on their enemy with great fui y 
and noife, and even put the moft valiant to flight. 

'jNtEss habjtu- By ufe they lofe their fear of men. Steller once lived for fix davs 

A T E D» 

in a hovel amidft their chief quarters, and found them foon recon > 
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ciled to the fight of him. They would obferve what he was doing 
with great calmnefs, lie down oppofite to him, and fuffer him to 
feize on their cubs. He had an opportunity of feeing their con- 
flifts about their females ; and once faw a duel between two males, 
which lafted three days, and one of them received above a hundred 
wounds. The Urfine Seals never interfered, but got out of the 
way as faft as poffible. They even fuffered the cubs of the former 
to fpoit with them without offering them the left injury. 

This fpecics has many of the fame actions with the former, in 
fwimming, walking, lying, and fcratching itfelf. The old bel- 
low like Bulls; the young bleat like Sheep. Steller fays, that Notes. 
from their notes he feemed like a ruftic amidft his heixls. The 
males had a ftrong fmell, but were not near fo fetid as the Urfine 
fort. 

Their food is filh, the leffer Seals, Sea Otters, and other marine Foot., 
animals. During the months of June and July the old males al- 
rnoft entirely abftain from eating, indulge in indolence and fleep, 
and become exceffively emaciated. 

The voyagers made ufe of them to fubfift on, and thougiit the Usss, 
flefla of tire young very favoury, Tire feet turned into jelly on be- 
ing dreffed, and in tlreir fituation were efteemed great delicacies. 

The fat was not oily ; that of the young refcmbled the fuet of 
mutton, and was as delicious as marrow. The fltin was ufeful for 
ftraps, Ihoes, and boots. 

The Kamtjehatkans efteem the chafe of thefe animals a generous Chase, 
diverfion, and hold the man in higheft lionor, in proportion to the 
number he has killed. Even thefe heroes are very cautious when 
they attack one of the animals on fiiore : they watch an opportu- 
nity when drey find it aflcep, approach it againft the wind, ftrike 
their harpoon, faftened to a long thong, into its breaft, while their 
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comrades faften one end to a flake, and that done, he takes to his 
heels widi the utmofl precipitation. They effeft his deflruftion at 
a diftance, by fhooting him with arrows, or flinging their lances 
into him ; and when exhauflcd, they venture to come near enough 
to knock him on the head with clubs. 

When they difcover one on the lonely rocks in the fea, they 
flioot it with poifoned arrows: unable to endure the pain of the 
wound, heightened by the falt-water, which it plunges into on 
the firft receiving it, it fwims on fliore in the greateft agony. 
If they find a good opportunity, they transfix it with their 
weapons ; if not, they leave it to die of the poifon, which 
it infidiibly docs in twenty -four hours, and in the moft dreadlul 
agony *. 

They efteem it a great clilgrace to leave any of their game be- 
Ifind : and this point of honor they often obferve, even to their own 
deftrudtion ; for it liappens that when they go in fearch of thefe 
animals to the ifie of Alait^ which lies fome miles fouth-weft of 
Lnpafka promontory, they obflrve this principle fo religioufly, as 
to overload their boats fo mucli, as to fend them and their booty to 
the bottom j for they fcorn to favc themfclvea, at the expence of 
throwing overboard any part f. 

This ipecics has been difeovered very low in the foudiern bemi- 
fphere ; bur, 1 believe, not on the weftern fide. Sir John Narbo- 
rcugk\ inet with them on an ifland off Port Defire, in lat. 47. 4b'. 
S>\r Richard Hawkins ^ found them on Pinguin ifle, within the fe- 
cond Narrow of the flreights of Magellan. They abound in the 
Falkland Jjlands || ; and were again difeovered by Captain Cook oji 

* Dtfcr. Kamtjehatkay 377. f AW. Com, Peirop, ii. 302* J 3 *’ 

h 7 S^ SI Purnetfs Voy. 1S8. lab. xvL 
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the New Tear's IJlandst off the weft coaft of Staten Land In thofe 
fouthern latitudes they bring forth their young in the middle of our 
winter, the feafon in which our late circumnavigators f vifited thofe 
diftant parts. 

• Cooky li. 194. 203.-— The months in which thefe animals were obferved by the 
navigators, were January and February ; but by Sir J. Narborcugby in the ftreights 
of Magellauy about the 4th of Marchy Q, S. 

I ForjleFs Voy, ii. 514,* 
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HIST. A B. Genus XLIIL 


Hijl. ^ad. N® 390. 

Morficaia Korowa, Rujfcrim. AW. Pcirop^ ii. 294. 
Vaches Mariues, Dii/cr. Katnfjchaika, 446. 


M ANATI. With a fmall oblong fquarifli head, hanging 
down : moiidi fmall : lips doubled, forming an outward and 
inward lip : about the junftion of the jaws a fet of w'hite tubular 
brillles, as thick as a pigeon's quil, v/hich ferve as ftrainers to per- 
mit the running out of the water, and to retain the food : the lips 
covered with ftrong briftles, which ferve inftead of teeth to crop the 
ftrong roots of marine plants ; no teeth, but in each jaw a flat white 
oblong bone witli an undulated furface, which being placed above 
and below, performs the ufe of grinders to comminute the food. 

Noftrils placed at the end of the nofe, and lined with briftles : 
no ears, only in their place a fmall orifice. 

Eyes very fmall, not larger than thofe of a Sheep, hardly vifible 
through the little round holes in the fkin j the irides black j the 
pupil livid : tongue pointed and fmall. 

The whole animal is of great deformity : the neck thick, and 
its union with the liead fcarccly difcernible : the two feet, or rather 
fins, are fixed near the Ihoulders ; arc only twenty-fix inches long ; 
are deflitute of toes, or nails, but terminate in a fort of hoof, con- 
cave beneath, lined with briftles, and fitted for digging in fand. 

I'lie outward fkin is black, rugged, and knotty, like the bark of 
an aged oak: without any haifj an inch thick, and fo hard as 

fcarcely 
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Icarccly to be cut widi an ax ; and when cut, appears in the infide 
like ebony. From the nape to the tail it is marked with circular 
wrinkles rifing inpj knots, and lharp points on the fide. This fldn 
covers the whole body like a cruft, and is of fingular ule to the 
animal during winter, in prote<fting it againft the ice, under which 
it often feeds, or againft the fliarp-pointed rocks, againft which it 
is often dafned by the v/intry llorms. It is aifo an equal guard 
againft the fummer heats ; for this animal does nor, like moft 
other marine creannes, feed at the bottom, but with part of tlie 
hotly expofcd, as well to the rays of tlie fun as to the piercing cold 
of the froil. In faft, this integument is fo elfential to its preferva- 
rion, that Stelkr has obfervcd feveral dead on the iliorc, whicli he 
believes were killed by the accidental privation of it. The color 
of this fl<in, when wet, is duficy, when dried, quite black. 

Tlie tail is horizontally flat \ black, and ending in a ftilf fin, 
compofed of iaminff like whale-bone, terminating wfith fibres near 
nine inches long. It is flightly forked j but both ends are of equal 
lengths, like the tail of a Wliale. 

It has two teats placed exactly on the breaft. The milk is 
thick and fweet, not unlike that of a Ewe, Thefe animals copu- 
late more humano, and in the feafon of courtfliip fport long in the 
fea ; the female feigning to ftum the embraces of the male, who 
purfues her through all the mazes of her flight. 

The body, from the flioukiers to the navel, is very thick ; from 
thence to the tail grows gradually more flender. The belly is very 
large j and, by reafon of the quantity of entrails, very tumid. 

Thefe animals grow to die length of twenty-eight feet. The 
meafurements of one foihewhat lefler, as given by Mr, Stellei-, are 
as follow : 

The length, from die nofe to the end of the tail, twenty-four 
feet and a half: from die nofe to the fhoiilders, or fetcing-on of the 

fins,. 
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fins, four feet four. The circumference of the head, above the 
noftrils, two feet feven ; above the ears, four feet ; at the nape of 
the neck, near feven feet : at the fiioulders, twelve ; about the 
belly, above twenty: near the tail, only four feet eight: the extent 
of the tail, from point to point, fix feet and a half. 

Weight. The weight of a large one is eight thoufand pounds. 

fuel. Inhabits the fliores of Bering’s and the other illands which inter- 

vene between the two continents. They never appear off Kamh 
jehatka, unlefs blown afltore by tempefts, as they fometimes arc 
about the bay of Awatjeha. The natives ftyle them Kapuftniky or 
cabbage-eaters, from their food. Tliis genus has not been difeo- 
vered in any other part of the northern hemilphere. That which 
inhabits tJie eaffern fide of South Amerkay and fome part of Africa, 
is of a different fpecies. For the latter I can teftify, from having 
feen one from Senegal. Its body was quite finooth ; its tail fwelled 
out in tlie middle, and Hoped tow'ards tlie end, which was rounded 
To fjpport my other opinion, I can call in the fliitliful Bumpier 
who deferibes the body as perfedly fmooth f : liad it that ffriking 
integument which the fpecies in queftion has, it could not have cf 
caped his notice. Let me alfo add, that the fize of thole which 
that able fcaman obferved, did not exceed ten or twelve feet ; nor 
the weight of the largeft reach that of twelve hundred pounds 
I fufpeft that this fpecies extends to Mindanao, for one kind is 
certainly found there §. It is met with much farther fouth j for I 
difeover, in the colledion of Sir Joseph Banks, a Iketch of one 
taken near Biego Rodriguez, vulgarly called Biego Rais, an ifle to 
the caff of Mauritius ; and it may poffibly have found its way 
through fome northern inlet to the feas of Greenland i for Mr. Fa- 


* A rigtire cf this fpecies is given in De B-uffon, xii. tab. Ivii. and in Sihrder, il 
tab. Ixx-x, 


t ibid. 


§ Dampier, i. 3*1. 
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brims once difcovered in that country the head of one, half con- 
fumed, with teeth exadly agreeing with thofe of this Ipecies *. 

Thefe animals frequent the lhallow and fandy parts of the Ihorcs, 
and near the mouths of the fmall rivers of the ifland of Beringy feem- 
ingly pleafed with the fweet water. Tliey go in licrds : the old 
keep behind and drive their young before them : and fome keep 
on their fides, by way of proteflion. On the rifing of the tide they 
approach the fhores, and are fo tame as to fulFer themfelves to be 
ftroked : if they are roughly treated, they move towards the fea ; 
but foon forget the injury, and return. 

They live in families near one another : each conMs of a male 
and female, a half-grown young, and a new-born one. The fami- 
lies often unite, fo as to form vaft droves. They are monogamous. 
They bring forth a fingle young, but have no particular time of 
parturition ; but chiefly, as Steller imagines, about autumn. 

They are moft innocent and harmlefs in their manners, and moll 
ftrongly attached to one another. When one is hooked, the whole 
herd will attempt its refeue : fome will llrive to overfet the boat, by 
going beneath it j others will fling themfelves on the rope of the 
hook and prefs it down, in order to break itj and others again 
will make the utmoll efforts to force the inftrument out of it; 
wounded companion. 

Their conjugal affedion Is moft exejTiplary : a male, after ufing 
all its endeavours to releale its mate which had been ftruck, pur- 
fued it to the very edge of the water; no blows could force it 
away. As long as the deceafed female continued in the water, he 
perfifted in his attendance ; and even for three days after fire was 
drawn on fhore, and even cut up and carried away^ was obferved to 
remain, as if in expedation of her return. 


act) 


Manners; 


VoL. I. 


• Faun. GmnL p. 6. 

E e 


They 



aio 


WHALE. TAILED MANATI. 


They are moft voracious creatures, and feed with their head 
under water, quite inattentive of the boats, or any thing that paffes 
about them j moving and fwimming gently after one another, 
with much of their back above Avater. A fpecies of loufe har- 
bours in the roughnefs of their coats, which the Gulls pick out, 
fitting on them as Crows do on flogs and Sheep. Every now 
and then they lift their nofe out of the water to take breath, and 
make a noifc like the fnorting of Horfes. When the tide retires, 
they fwim away along with it ; but fometimes the young are left 
afliore till the return of the water : otherwife they never quit that 
element : fo that in nature, as well as form, tliey approach the 
cetaceous animals, and are tire link between Seals and them. 

CAPTirRE. They were taken on Bering’ % ille by a great hook faltened to 
a long rope. Four or five people took it with them in a boat, 
and rowed amidft a herd. I'he ftrongeft man took the inllru- 
rnent, ftruck it into the neared animal j which done, thiity peo- 
ple on diore feized the rope, and wnch great difficulty drew it on 
Jhore. The poor creature makes the dronged refidance, affided 
by its faithful companions. It will cling witli its feet to tire rocks 
till it leaves the fkin behind ; and often great fragments of the 
crudy Integument fly off before it can be landed. It is an animal 
full of blood i fo that it fpouts in amazing quantities from the ori- 
fice of the wound. 

They have no voice only, when wounded, emit a deep figh. 

They have the fenfes of fight and hearing very impcifed; ; or at 
led negled the ufe of them. 

They are not migratory for they were feen about Bering’s ifland 
the whole of the fad ten months wliich Mr, Steller pafled there after 
his diipwreck. 

In the fummer they were very fat j in the winter fo lean that the 
ribs might be counted. 
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The fkin is ufed, by the inhabitants about the promontory Tchukt- 
chi, to cover their boats. The fat, which covers the whole body 
like a thick blubber, was thought to be as good and i'weet as May- 
butter : that of the young, like hog.s-lard. The ficfli of the old, 
when well boiled, refcmbled beef : that of the young, veal, I'he 
fldh will not refufc lalt. The crew prelcrved fevcral calks full, 
which was found of excellent fervice in their elcape from their hor- 
rible confinement *, 

To this article inuft be added an imperfedl: defcripiion of a ma- 
rine animal feen by Mr, Slcller on die co,rfl: of /imcrka, wliich lie 
calls a Sea Jpe. The. head appeared like that of a Dog, with flrarp 
and upright ears, large eyes, and with both lips bearded : die body 
round and conoid ; the thickefl part near the head: the tail forked ; 
the upper lobe the longcfl: the body covered with thick hair, 
grey on the back, reddiilr on the belly. It feemed deftitute of 
feet. 

It was extremely wanton, and played a multitude of monkey- 
tricks, It fometimes fwam on one fide, fometirnes on the other 
fide of the Ihip, ami gazed at it with great admiration, ft made fo 
near an approacli to' tire vellel, as almoft to be touched with a pole j 
but if any body moved, it inflantly retired. It would often Hand 
eredt for a confiderable fpace, with one-third of its body above 
water ; then dart beneatii the lliip, and appear on the other fide ; 
and repeat the fame thirty times together. It would frequently 
arife with a fca-plant, not unlike the Bottle-gourd, tofs it up, and 
catch it in its mouth, playing with it numberlefs tantaftic tricks -j . 

On animals of this fpecies tlie fable of the Sirens miglrt very well 
be founded. 
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DfSCRIPTIOJI. 


I fliall conclude this article with a recantation of what I fay In the 
357th page of my Synopfis, relating to the Beluga \ which I now 
find was collefted, by the author I cite, from the reports of Cojacks, 
and ignorant filhermen. The animal proves at lafl to be one of 
the cetaceous tribe, of the genus of Dolphin, and of a fpecies called 
by the Germans JVit-FiJcb, and by die liujians Beluga * j both fig- 
nifying White filh : but to this the lall add Morjkaia, or of the Jea, 
by way of diftinguifliing it from a fpecies of Sturgeon fo named. 
It is common in all the ArtUc feas ; and forms an article of com- 
merce, being taken on account of its blubber. They are nume- 
rous in thegulph of St, Lawrence-, and go with the tide as high 
as j^iekc. There are fiflreries for them, and the common Porpeje, 
in that river. A confiderablc quantity of oil is extracted and of 
their Ikins is made a fort of Morocco leatlier, tliin, yet ftrong enough 
to refifl a mufquet-ball f. They are frequent in the Dwina and 
the Ohy and go in fmall families from five to ten, and advance 
pretty far up the rivers in purfuit of fijh. They are ufually caught 
in nets ; but are fometimes harpooned. They bring only one young 
at a time, which is duflvy ; but grow white as they advance in age; 
the change firft commencing on the belly. They are apt to follow 
boats, as if they were tamed ; and appear extremely beautiful, by 
reafon of their refplendent whitenefs 

It being a fpecies very little known, and never w^ell engraven, 1 
iliall give a brief defeription, and adjoin an engraving taken from 
an excellent drawing communicated to me by Dr, Pallas. 

I’ht head is fliort : nofe blunt : fpiracle Imall, of the form of a 
crefcenc ; eyes very minute : mouth fmall : in each fide of each jaw 
arc nine teetli, fiiort, and rather blunt; thofe of the upper jaw arc 

^ Paflah ////?. ill. S 4 , tab, Iv.-^CniNtz Greeui i* \ \\,^Purchaf^s Pil^rimSi iii. 549* 

4 Churkvoipcy V, | Fimi* Gm/iL 51. 
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bentj and hollowed, fitted to receive the teeth of the lower jaw when 
the mouth is clofed : pedoral fins nearly of an oval form ; beneath 
the ficin may be felt the bones of five fingers, which terminate at 
the edge of the fin in five very fenfible projeftions. This brings it 
into the next of rank in the order of beings with the Manatu The 
tail is divided into two lobes, w'hich lie horizontally, but do not 
fork, except a little at their bafe. The body is oblong, and rather 
flender, tapering from the back (which is a little elevated) to the 
tail. It is quite deftitute of the dorfal fin. 

Its length is from twelve to eigl\teen feet. It makes great ufe of Siz*. 
its tail in fwimming ; for it bends that part under it, as a Lobfter 
does its tail, and works it with fuch force as to dart along with the 
rapidity of an arrow. 

A full account of the fifli of the Whale kind, feen by the Reverend 
Dr. Borlaje* between the Land's End and the Scilly ifiands, is a 
defideratum in the Britiflj Natural Hiftoiy, He deferibes them as 
being from twelve to fifteen feet long ; fome were milk-white, others 
brown, others fpotted. They are called Ehornbacks, from a lharp 
and broad fin on the back. This dellroys my fufpicion of their 
being of the above fpecies. 

• Qtf, Siilij Ijlatids, 3. 
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IV. Winged. 

liAT. H J S r. SlUJD. Genus XLIV. 

S’. New Yof.s.. N" 403. — Lev. Mus. 

B at. With the head like that of a Moufe : top of the nofc a 
little bifid : ears broad, diort, and rounded : in each jaw 
two canine teeth ; no cutting teeth : tail very long, inclofed in the 
membrane, which is of a triangular form ; the wings thin, naked, 
and du/ky : bones of the hind legs very Oender. 

Head, body, and upper part of the membrane inclofing the tail, 
covered with very long hair of a bright taw-ny color, palefton the 
head, beginning of the back, and the belly : at the bafe of each 
wing is a w'hitc fpot. 

Length from nofe to tail two inches and a half; tail, one inch 
eight -tenths ; extent of the wings, ten inches and a half. 

Inhabits tlte province of Neza 'Tork ; and difeovered by Dr. For- 
Jier * in New 'Zealand, in the South Seas, 

Mr, Clayton^ in PL\ Tranf- Ahridg, iii, 59^* 

With long ftraggling hairs, and great ears. 

The above is all the account we have of this fpecies j which 
is faid to be an inhabitant of Firgmia. 

Mr. Laivfon fays, that the common Bat is found in Carolina'^, 

* 0 lj}r vat ions, 1B9. f Iliji* Carolina* 12^* 
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Hiji, ^ad» N° 407.-— Great Bat, Sr. ZooL 1. N® 39. 


84. Noctule ? 


BAT With the nofe flightly bilobated : ears fmal! and rounded : 
on the chin a fmall wart ; body of a cinereous red. 

Extent of wings fifteen inches : body between two ajui three in 
length ; tail, one inch feven-tenths. 

Brought from Hudjon's Bay in fpirits. I fiiw it only in the bottle i 
but it appeared to be this fpecies. 



/e Com MON Bat, Hifi. 41 t. — S r. Zoo!, B N'’ 41.— Lkv. Mo 5.. 

^ H I S fpecies is found in Iceland, as I was informed by the late 
Mr. Fkifcber, which is the moft noithernly refidence of this 
genus. In /Ifia I can trace them no fartlier caftward than about die 
river Argun, beyond lake BaikaL 
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C L A S S IL BIRDS. 

D I V. I. LAND BIRDS. 

II. WATER BIRDS. 


D I V. I. ORDER I. Rapacious. 


Genus. 

I. TTulture. 

II. V Falcon, 

III. Owl. 

II. P I E S, 

IV, Shrike. 

V. Parrot. 

VI. Crow. 

* Roller. 

VII. Oriole. 

VIII. Grakle. 

IX. Cuckoo. 

Wryneck. 

X. Woodpecker. 

XI. Kingfisher. 

XII. Nuthatch, 

XIII. Tody. 

Hoopoe. 

• The Gmra which have not the number prefixed, are not found in Amtrka, 

XIV. CREEPER’ 



219 

Genus^ 

XIV. Creeper. 

XV. Honey-Sucker. 

III. GALLINACEOUS. 

XVI. Turkey. 

XVII. Grous. 

XVIII. Partridge. 

XIX. Bustard. 

IV. COLUMBINE. 

XX. Pigeon. 

V. PASS E R R I N E. 

XXL Stare. 

XXII. Thrush. 

XXIII. Chatterer. 

XXIV. Grosbeak. 

XXV. Bunting. 

XXVI. Tanagre. 

XXVII. Finch. 

XXVIII. Flycatcher. 

XXIX. Lark. 

Wagtail. 

XXX. Warblers. 

XXXI. Titmouse. 

XXXII. Swallow. 

XXXIIl. Goatsucker. 

i:) I V. 11. WATER B I R D S. 

VI. C L O V E N - F O O T E D. 

XXXIV, Spoonbill. 

XXXV. Heron. 

L’ f a 


XXXVL. Iei«, 
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Genii 5. 

XXXVI. Ibis. 

XXXVII. Curlew. 

XXXVIII. Snipe. 

XXXIX. Sandpiper. 

XL. Plover. 

XLI. Ovster-Catcher. 
XLII. Rail. 

XLIII. Gallinule. 

VII. PINNATED FEET. 

XLIV. Phalarope. 

XLV. Coot. 

XLVI. Grebe. 

VIIL WEB- FOOTED. 

XLVII. Avoset. 

XLVIII. Flammant. 

XLIX. Albatross. 

L. Auk. 

LI. Guillemot. 

LII. Diver. 

LIII. Skimmer. 

LIV. Tern. 

LV. Gull. 

LVI. Petrel. 

LVII. Merganser. 

LVIII. Duck, 

IJX. Pelecan. 


CLASS 



CARRION VULTURE. 
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C L A S S II. BIRDS. 

D I V. I. L A N D B I R D S. 
ORDER I. Rapacious. 

I. VULTURE, Gen. Birds I. 


Urubu, Aura Tzopilotl, Mexic. Margravet 207, Orn. 68*— /J^;7 Spu 

Av. j 8 o . 

Carrion Crow, Zloans Jam, il 294.*— Jam. 471. 

Corvus Sylvaticus, Barren, 129. 

Galllnazo, Vlloa Voy, i. 60, 201. 

Turkey Buzzard, JoJfdyn.^La^fon, i^B.^CaUjly, L 6.-^Bancroft, 152.— 2 )^ 
Praiz, ii. 77. 

V^^lcu^ Aura, Lin. Syjj. 122. — De Bifffon/i. 175, — PL EnL 187. 

Le Vautourdu Brafil, BriJJhn, i. 468. — Latham, i. 9, 5. — Lev, Mus. 

W EIGHT four pounds and an half. Head fmall, covered 
with a naked wrinkled red flcin, befet with black bridles. 
This gives it fome refemblance to a Turkey ; from which it derives 
one of the names. The noftrils are very large, and pervious ; the 
whole plumage is dulky, dalhed with purple and green : legs of a 
dirty flelh-color ; claws black. 

Thefe birds are common from Aou/i Scotia to ’terra del Fuego; 
but fwarm in the hotter parts of America •, and are found in the 
iflands, where they are laid to be far inferior in lize to thole of 
^orth America. 

In 


86 . Carrio.v. 


DESCRirTIOK, 


Ptflcr. 
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CARRION VULTURE. 


Manners. In the warnn climates they keep in vaft flocks. Perch at night 

on rocks or trees fitting with dillievelled wings to purify their 
bodies, which are mofl; offenflvely fetid. Towards morning they 
take flight, foaring at a vaft height, with the gentle motion of a 
kite ; expefting notice of their banquet by the tainted effluvia of 
carrion, excrements, or any filth. They have moft fagacious nof- 
trils, and fmell their prey at a vaft diftance j to which they refort 
from all quarters, wheeling about, and making a gradual defeent 
till they reach the ground, They do not confine themfclves to 
dead animals, but feed on Snakes, and fometimes on Lambs. They 
are very tame, and, v/hilc they are at their meals, will fufler a very 
near p.pproach. 

In the torrid zone, particularly about Carthagena^ they haunt in* 
habited placc.s, and are fecn in numbers fitting on the roofs of the 
houfes, or walking along the ftreets with a fluggifii pace. In thofe 
parts they arc ufeful, as the Ibis in Egypt ^ devouring the noifome 
fubjefts, which would otherwife, by the intolerable ftencli, rend(;r 
the climate ftill more unwliolefome than it is. 

When thefe birds find no food in the cities, they are driven by 
hunger among the cattle of the neighboring paftures. If they fee 
a beaft with a fore on the back, they inftantly alight on it, and at- 
tack the patt affeded. The poor animal attempts in vain to free 
itfelf from the devourers, rolling on the ground with hideous cries : 
hut in vain ; for the V ultures never quit hold, till they have effeded 
its ddlrudion. Sometimes an Eagle prefidcs at the banquet, and 
keeps thefe cowardly birtls at a diftance, until it has fintlhed its re- 
paft. 

Lhj:s. Mifehievous as they are in a few inftances, yet, by the wile and 

b<;nencent difpcnfiuions of Providence, they make in the iioc climates 
lull recompence, by leflening the number of thofe tleftrudivc ani- 
nuls the Alligators, which would otherwife become intolerable by 

'} thcit 



CARRION VULTURE. 

their multinides. During the feafon in which thefe reptiles lay 
their eggs in the fand, the Vultures will fit hid in tlie leaves of the 
trees, watching the coming of the female Alligator to depofit its 
eggs, who then covers them with fand, to fecure them, as flie ima- 
gines, from all danger : but no fooner does file retire into the water, 
than the birds dart on the fpot, and with claws, wings, and 
beak, tear away the fand, and devour the whole contents of the 
depofitory. 

No birds of this genus are found in northern regions of Europe 
or Afta., at left in thofe latitudes which might give them a pretence 
of appearing here. I cannot find them in our quarter of the globe 
higher than the Grijon Alps *, or Silefia f j or at fartheft KaliJJj, in 
Great Poland X. Certainly the Comt De Buffon was mifinformed 
as to the habitation of the fpecies, which he aferibes to Norway |j. 
In the Ruffian dominions, die Bearded Vulture of Mr. Edwards, iii. 
tab. io6. breeds on the high rocks of the great Altaic chain, and 
beyond lake Baikal § ; which may give it in Europe a latitude of 5a, 
10. in Afia of 55. 

* WiL Orn. 67. f Sch^i.vcnckfeUt a'V. Silejia^ 375. I lliJI, 

Nat, Poloti, 298. II Hiji D'Oif, i. 164. — PL Enl, 449. 

§ Dr. Pallas’s Catalogue of the Birds of the Rufian empire^ which he favored me 
with in MS, my furelt clue to the JrNk birds. 




II. FALCON, 
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SEA EAGLE, 


IL F A L C 0 N, Gen. Birds IL 


S6. A , S i: A E A G L £ , Br, Zoo/, i. N® 44. 

Falco Oilifragus, Lin, Syjl, ii\.,^Lafham^ i. 30.*— P/. Enl, js. 415,. 

Grey Eagle, La^xv/on, 137, 

Land Oern, Leems^ 230. 

L'Ojfrale, De Bujon, i. lu. pi. 3 .-^Lev. Mus. 

V ARIES a little from the BritiJIj l],K-cies, and is much iupe- 
rior in fizc. Tlic length three feet three inches; of wing, 
twenty-five inches. 

E'eathers on head, neckj and back, browni, edged with dirty 
w'hite: chin white: bread and belly brown, fpotted with white: 
coverts of wings brown, clouded ; primaries black : tail dufley ; the 
iniddle mottled whth white ; legs feathered half down. 
i’i-AOE. Very common in the northern parts of America, and endures its 

levered winters, even as higli as Newfoundland. Tliefe birds prey 
on fea fowls, as w^ell as land, and on young Seals, w'hich they feize 
floating, and cany out of the water. 

Eagles, and all forts of birds of prey, abound in America, where 
fuch quantity of game is found. Multitudes are always feen below'- 
the falls of Niagara, invited by the carcafes of Deer, Bears, and 
other animals, which arc fo frequently hurried down in attempting 
to crofs the river above this dupentious catarafl, 

1 !iis fpecies is very frequent in Kamifchalka -, and is found during 
lummer even on the Arftic coad: is very common in RuJJia and 
Sihiria-, nor is it more rare about the Cajpian fea, where they breed 
on the ioftiejd trees. 


F, Wirii 



GOLDEN AND WHITE-BELLIED EAGLES, 

With the forehead brown ; crown and hind part of the neck 
ftriped with brown, white, and rufly yellow : lower part of 
the neck, breall, and belly, ot a deep brown : coverts of the wings, 
back, and fecondaries and fcapulars, of the fame color ; the two 
laft white near the bottoms, mottled with brown ; primaries black : 
middle feathers of the tail brown, croffed with two or three cine- 
reous bands j the exterior, brown blotched with cinereous : legs 
cloathed to the toes with pale brown feathers : toes yellow. Length, 
three feet. Br. Mus. 

Inhabits Hudjon's Bay, and feems a variety of the Falco Chryjaetos, 
Lin. Syfi. 125. Faun. Suec. N“ 54, Le grand Aigie de Buffon, i. 
76. PI. Enl. 410 j and the Golden Eagle, Br. Zool. i. N" 42. 
Latham, i. 31. The chief difference confifts in the color of the tail, 
which in the European kind is of a deep brown blotched with ob- 
feure afh. 

In Europe it inhabits moft parts, even as high as Norway ; is found 
in Afia, about the fouthern parts of the Urallian mountains, and 
thole which border the fouthern part of Sibiria •, but grows fcarcer 
towards the eaft. 


Latham, 33.x. N“ 7. a. — Lev. Mos. 


JJ' With a large bill, of a brownilh yellow color : head, neck, 
breaft, belly, thighs, and vent, white : back, wings, and tail, 
deep brown, three indies of the end of the tail excepted, which is 
white : the legs yellow, and very ftrong. Length, two feet nine 
inches, 

Obferved by Captain Cook, in Kaye ifland, off the coafl: oiAme-- 
rica, lat. 59. ^^,9. north, in company with the White-headed Eagle, 

Voi. I. G g F. With 
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86. B. G01.DEN 
Eagl^. 




S6. C. White- 

BELLUei) Eagek. 


Place, 





S6. D* Y E L LOW- 
headed Eagle, 


Ft ACF. 


S7. Black 
Ragle,, 


Place. 


YELLOW-HEADED AND BLACK EAGLES. 


P With dufky bill, cere, and irides : head and neck of a dirty 
yellow : back of a deep brown, each feather tipt with dirty 
yellow. 

Appears in Hud/on’s Bay, in April : builds its neft in trees, with 
ilicks and grafs : lays only one egg. It preys on die young of 
Deer, on Rabbets and birds. Retires fouthward in QSlcher. Is called 
by the Indians, Ethmejue mickejuc. 

The above was defcribed from a fpecimen, in very bad condition, 
h'nt from lIud/oEs Bay, It was an Eagle of the middle fize. 


Br. 2 'M. i. N" 43. 

F.ilco Fulvus, Lift. Syfi. 12 bam 1 1. 32. 6* 

White-tailed Eagle, Ed-oj. i. i. — L ev, Mus. 

L’Aigle commun, De Bvjoth 86.— F/. En/. 409.-— Lev. Mus, 

^jpHE whole plumage is of a dufley-brown : the bread marked 
with triangular Ipots of white; in whicii it varies from the 
Britip kind : the tail white, tipt with black ; but in young birds 
dulky, blotched with white : legs covered to the toes with foft ruft- 
coiored feathers : vent feathers of the fame color. 

Inhabits Hudjons Bay, and northern Europe as far as Drontheim *. 
Is found on die highed rocks of the Urallian chain, where it is 
not -covered with wood f ; but is mod frequent on the Sibirian, 
wJiere it makes its ned on die loftied rocks. It is rather inferior in 
fize to the Sea Eagle -, but is a generous, fpirited, and docile bird. 
The independent ‘Tartars train it for -the chace of Hares, Foxes, 
Antelopes, and even Wolves. The ufe is of confiderable anti- 
quity; for Marco Polo, die great traveller of 1269, obferved and 

* Elpecially in the winter, 233. Dr. Pallas. 

admired 



BLACK-CHEEKED EAGLE. 


admired the diverfion of the {3;reat Cham of ’Tartary j who had fe- 
vcral Eagles, which were applied to the fame purpofes as they are 
at prefent *. I muft add, that the Tartars cileem the feathers of 
the tail as the befl: they have for pluming their arrows. 

The Kalmucs ufe, bcTides this fpecies of Eagle, that v/hich the 
French c<i\\ Jean k Blanc and alfo the La/mer ; all vdiicli breed 
among them : but people of rank, who are curious in their Fal- 
cons, procure from the Bnfchkirians the Gyrfalco)! and the Pe- 
regrine, which inhabit the lofty mountains of the country 

The Fako Melan.cetos, and the F. Fulvus of Lim>j/£us, or my 
Black Eagle, are the fame ; the F. fulvus being only the young ol 
rlie fafu It is a fcarce fpccics in Sivedtn. — Mr. Oedman. 


JT' With adullcy and blue billj yellow cere: head, neck, and 
breaft, of a deep afh-color : each cheek marked with a broad 
black bar pairing from the corner of the moutlr beyond the eyes ; 
back, belly, wings, and tail, black: legs yellow, feath.ered below 
the knees. 

Is about the fize of the laft. Communicated to me by the late 
Taylor White, E,fq; who informed me that it came from North 
America. Is deferibed by Mr. Latham, i. 35. N” 10 ; and feems 
to be the fpecies engraven by M. Robert, among the birds in the 
menagery of Louis XIV. 


83. Black- 
CHKeKED Eagle* 


Size, ANoPLACf 


^ M. Polo, in PurchaSy ill. 85* in Pergerorty 74. f Bijfo?:* 

I Extradh, ili. 303, A name by which I quote an abridgement of the travds of 
Ballas, Gmelin, Lepechin, and others, publilhed by the Soci ete' Tvpo- 
gh APHIQJIE, at Berne, under the title ofHibTOiJiu des Decouvertes, fiiites par 
divers favana voyjigcurs dans plufxeurs contrees de la et dc la Perjh 4 vols. Svo. 


Gg a 


Fako 
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WHITE-HEADED EAGLE. 


89. Whste- I'ako Lcucoccplialm, Lin. Syfi. 124. 

EADED Eagle. pag|<;^ Lawjon, iij.--CateJl>y, u I *.— 3 ricikll, tyy-—LatLam, i. 29.— 

Lev. Mus. 

Le Pygargue a tete blanche, De Bujfcn, i. 99. — PI. EnL 41 1.—- Lev. Mus. 

gILL, cere, and feet, pale yellow ; head, neck, and tail, of a 
pure white : body and wings of a chocolate-color. It does not 
.acquire its white head till the fecond year. 

Tins Eagle is leffer than the foregoing fpecies, but of great fpirit : 

Markers. preys on Fawns, Pigs, Lambs, ami filh : is the terror of the Of- 
prey, whofe motions it watches. The moment the latter has feized 
a filh, the former purfues till the Ofprey drops its prey ■, which, 
with amazing dexterity, it catches before it fails to the ground, be 
the diftance ever fo great. I'his is matter of great amufement to 
the inhabitants of Ncrih Jmerica, wlio often watch their aerial con- 
tefls. This fpecies frequently attends the fportfman, and fnatches 
up the game he has ihot, before he can roacli it. 

I’hcfe birds build in vaft decayed cypreffes f, or pines, impend- 
ing over the fea, or fome great river, in company with Ofpreys, 
Herons, and other birds: and their nefts are fo numerous, as to re- 
femble a rookery. The nells are very large, and very fetid by 
reafon of the rcliques of their prey. Lawjon fays, they breed very 
often, laying again under their callow young; whofe waimth 
hatches the eggs. In Bering's ifle they make their nells on the 
cliffs, near fix feet wide, and one thick ; and lay two eggs in the 
beginning of July. 

* i-e Pygargue a tete blanche, D( Buffon, i. 99.— P/. Enl 41 1. 

f Catefjj. 


this 



WHITE EAGLE. 


S moil beautiful and fcarce fpecles is entirely white, except so.^White 
the tips of the wings, which are black. We know nothing of 
this bird, but what is collefted from Du Pratz *. The natives of 
Lourfiana fet a high value on the feathers, and give a large price for 
tliofe of the wings ; with them they adorn tiie Calumet, or pipe 
of peace. Different nations make ufe of the wings, or feathers of 
different birds ; but, according to Henneptiy always decorate it witli 
the moil beautiful. 

The Calumet is an inttrument of the firfb importance among Calumet. 
tire Americans. It is nothing more than a pipe, whofe bowl is ge- 
nerally made of a foft red marble f ; the tube of a very long reed, 
oinamented with the wings and feathers of birds. No affair of 
confequence is tranfacted without the Calumet. It ever .appears in 
meetings of commerce, or exchanges ; in congrefles for determin- 
ing of peace or war ; and even in the very fury of a battle. The 
acceptance of the Calumet is a mark of concurrence with die terms 
propofed ; as the refuial is a certain mark of rejection. Even in 
the rage of a conflidl this pipe is fomttimes offered j and if accept- 
ed, the weapons of deflrudlion inftantly drop from their hands, 
and a truce enfues. It feems the lacrament of the Savages ; for no 
compad is ever violated, which is confirmed by a whiff from this 
holy reed. The Da^ue of the Calumet is a folemn rke which always 
confirms a peace, or precedes a war. It is divided into three 
parts ; the firfl:, appears an ad of devotion, danced in meafured 
time ; the fecond, is a true reprefentation of die Pyrrhic dance J : 
the third, is attended with f jngs expreffive of the vidories they had 
obtained, the nations they had conquered, and the captives they h.td 
made. 

• Du Praiz, li. ^.—Lathatn, L 36. f DuFratz, i. 298.— iii. 23®’ 

t Straho, lib. x. p. 736. edit. Amjld- 1707. 

From 



WHITE EAGLE. 


Fj'om the winged ornaments of the Calumet, and its conciliating 
ufes, Avriters compare it to the Cadiiceus of Mercury, which was 
carried by the Cadueeatores, or meffengers of peace, witli terms to 
the hoftile Hates. It is fingular, that the molt remote nations, 
and the molt oppofite in their other cuftoms and manners, fhould 
in feme things have, as it were, a certain confent of thought. The 
Greeks and the Americans had die fame idea, in the invention of the 
Caduceus of the one, and the Calumet of the other. Some authors 
imagine, that among the Greeks the wings were meant as a fymboL 
of eloquence. I rather think tJiat tJie twifted Serpents expreflcLl 
that infmuating ficiilty ; and th-it the emblem was originally taken 
from the fatal effeft the rhetoric of Satan had on our great mothei’, 
when he affumed the form of that reptile, which the higheft autho- 
rity reprefents as mere Jubtile than any beafl of the field. On this the 
heathen mythology formed their tale of Jupter taking the figure of 
a Serpent, to infinuatc himfclf into the good graces of Olympias ■, 
who, like Eve, fell a victim to his perfuafive tongue. As to the 
wings, it is molt probable that they were to fliew the flight of dii- 
cord i which the reconciled parties gave, with all the horrors of 
war, to the air, and fport of the winds. 

The Oole, or Eagle, is a facred bird among the Americans. lu 
cafe of ficknefs, they invoke this bird to defeend from he.iven 
(which in its exalted flight it approaches nearer than any other) 
and bring down refreiliing things ; as it can diU't down on its rapid 
wing quick as a flafli of lightiiing *. 

• Adair's HijU Am. Indians, 179 . 


Fithimr 
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Fifiiing Hawk, Catcjly, i. z.-^Lawfony i^j.—BrUkcU, 173. ' • 5}. Osprev. 

Olprey, JoJelyn's Rarilks, il—Br. ?,o(J, i, N® i,^.~Latuam, i. 45. 

Le Balbuzard, Di Buffon, i. 103. pi, z. 

Fa'co Halia'tus. Blafot. Fific-orn, Faun. Suec. N“ 63. 

Fi;k Gjoc, lesuis, 234.—?/. EnL 414.— Lev. Mus. 

jp With blue cere, and feet ; head, and lower part of the body, 
white; upper part brown: two middle feathers of the tail 
plain brown j the reft barred v/ith wiutc and brown. 

This, in all relpeCls, rcfcmbles the Eurepean kind, Notwkh- Manners, 
(landing if is fo perfecuted by the Bald Eaglcy yet it always Icceps 
near its haunts. It is a fpecies of vail: qiiicknefs of fightj and will 
fee a filli near the furface from a great diftance * ; defeend with 
prodigious rapidity, and carry the prey with an exulting feream 
iiigh into the air. The Eagle hears the note, and inhantiy attacks 
the Ofprey ■, who drops the filh, which the former catches before it 
can reach the ground, or writer. It fometimes happens that the 
Olprey periihes in taking its prey ; for if it chances to fix its talons 
in an over-grown fifii, it is drawn under water before it can dilcn- 
gage itfelf, and is drowned. 

It is very frequent in Kamf/chatka •, and in fummer, even under Place. 
the Jrtlk zone of Europe and AJia, Is very common in Sibiria, 
and fpreads far north ; probably common to the north of Jmerkay 
and Jfm. Is rare in Rujjla. It is likewife very frequent as low' on 
the IVolga as the traft between Syfran and Saratoff, where they are 
faid to be the fupport of the Ern Eagle y as they are of the Wltite- 
tailcd Eagle in ylmerkay eaclt living by the labors of the Ofprey. 

• That agreeable traveller, the Reverend Dr. Burnaby, adds, that it is often feen 
refting- on the wing for fome minutes, without any vifiblc change of place, before it 
defeends, Travels in America, 2d ed. p. 48. 


The 
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Sizi, 

Place# 


GY RFALCON. 

^'hc Tartars have a fuper{lition,.that a wound from its claws is 
moitalj either to man or fifli, and confequently dread its attack *. 

The Ofprey returns into Sweden later than the Kite. Mr. Ori- 
man flings new light on the hiftory of this bird ; he fays that it 
breeds on the tops of the higheft trees, and makes its neft, with won- 
derful art, of the twigs of the fir-tree, and lines the bottom with 
plypodies. It lays three eggs, of tlie iize of thofe of a Hen, mar- 
bled with ruft-color. It brings filh and ferpents to feed its young j 
and even eels of a vaft fize: this makes its neft very feetid. It 
does not prey on birds, but on filh only. It defends its neft with 
great Ipirit. 


Br. Zod. N® 47. tab. xix.’^ Latham, i. "I. N® 50, A. and N* 50, B. ift paragr. and 
83. N®69. 

Fako Illandus, Fault, Grcenl. 58. N® ^^.—Brunttkb, N'** 7> 8.— •Cfa/i/x, i. 78.— 
E^eiJe, ()\.-—H»rrebo<w, 58.— -Lev. Mts. 

jp With a yellow cere : bluilh bill, greatly hooked : eye dark 
blue : the throat of a pure white : the whole body, wings, 
and tail, of the fime color, moll elegantly marked with dufky 
bars, lines, or fpots, leaving the white the far prevaling color- 
There are inftances, bur rare, of its being found entirely white. 
In fo'me, the whole tail is croffed by remote bars of black or 
brown j in others, they appear only very faintly on the middle fea- 
thers : the feathers of the thighs are very long, and unfpotted : the 
legs ftrong, and of a light blue. 

Its weight forty-five ounces Troy: length near two feet: extent four 
feet two. Of the fame manners and haunts with the Greenland Falcon, 
Is very frequent in leelandi is found in Lapmark t, and Norway | ; 


and 


• Extract, i, 479. 


f Lamif 235. 
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ROUGH-LEGGED FALCON. 

.ind rarely in the Orknies, and North Britain. In Jfta^ it dwells in 
the higheft points of the Urallian and other Sibirian mountains, and 
dares the coideil climates throughout the year. It is kept, in the 
latitude of Peterfiurg, uninjured in die open air during the Jevereft 
winters, when tht Peregrine' Falcon, N’ 97, lofcs its claws by the 
froft. 

Mr. Hutdnns* has often obferved it about Albany fort, where it 
appears in May, and retires before winter. It feeds on the white, 
and other Grous. 

This fpecies is pre-eminent in courage as well as beauty, and is 
the terror of other Hawks. It was flown at all kinds of fowl, how 
great foever they were ; but its cliief game ufed to be Herons and 
Cranes. 




Falco Lagopus, Brunnich, N" 15 — Lems Lapm. 236, 

Rough-legged Falcon, Br, Zoot. ii. Jpp. 329. — Latham, i. 75 Lev. Mus. 


92. Rough- 

LEGGED. 


jp With a yellow cere, and feet : head, neck, and breaft, of a 
yellowifli white, marked with a few oblong brown fpots : belly 
of a deep brown : thighs white, flriped with brown ; fcapulars 
blotched with yellowifli white and brown : coverts of the wings 
edged with rufl-color ; primaries black : tail, little longer than the 
wings i the part next to the rump white ■, the end marked with a 
black bar ; the tips white ; legs feathered to the toes : feet yellow. 
Length two feet two Inches. 

* At the time this fliect was printing, I had the good fortune to meet with Mr, 
Hutchins, furgeon, a gentleman many years refident in Hudfon's Bay ; who, with the 
utmoft liberality, communicated to me his MS. obfervations, in a large folio volume ; 
in every page of which his extenfive knowledge appears. The benefit which tliis 
work will, from the prefent page, receive, is here once for all gratelully acknow- 
leged. 

VoL. I. H h 
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2J4 ST. JOHN’S AND CHOCOLATE FALCON 

Plac*. 


InhubiK Ncrim)'i iMpfKarky and North Ammca. Was 

ComuSlmt. 


9S' Sx.JcH.N’i 


Latham, i. 77. N” 58, 


With a flaort dnfky bill : head of a deep brown: hind part 
of the neck, back, fcapnlars, and coverts of the tail, marked 
with bars of black, and dull white, pointing obli{|udy : coverts of 
the wings deep brown ; the greater Ipotced on their inner fidcs with 
white i the primaries dnll-cy, the lower part white, barreti with dcfj) 
afh-color and black : the under fide of the body brown, marked 
fparingly with white and yellowiOi fpots; tail ihoiter than the ex- 
tremity of the wings; the end wbitc; beneath, that i$ a bar of 
black, fucceeded by two or three blade and cinereous bands; tlie 
i-eft of the tail ntarked with broad bars of white, and narrower of 
afh-color: the legs are cloathed with feathers to the toes, vdiich a. re 
yellow, arid very llfort. 

Length, one foot nine inches. 

Inhabits //n/Z/c/j and Bl. Mi’s. 

94. CnOCf-LATE- Latham, i. 54. N'' 34. A; 76. N" 5;, 

' With a iliort and black bjlh and vcliow cere, I'he wLoic 
jdumage of a deep hay or cliov.-olate-coior, iu parts tinged wndi 
ferruginous: primaries black; tire lower exterior fides of a pure 
wh.ite, forming a confpicuous fpot or fpeculurn : the wings reach 
to tiie end of the tail : the exterior fides of the five outrnoll fathers 
of the tail duilty, their inner fiucs blotched vdth black and white ; 
the tw'O middle, black and, cinereous ; the legs and toes leathered ; 
the laft remarkably .(hort. Lencth one foot ten ihclies. 

'• Inhabits 


Sj va : 
Plach. 







N EWFOU Di .AN D AND SAC R E FAI.CON. 


2 J 5 


Inhabits Hudjon’s Bay anci Newfoundland. Preys iTUich on 
Ducks. Sits on a rock .md watches their rifing, v/hea it ini'tandy 
ilrikes at thern. 


L/dtLm, i 79. N"' 60. 

jp* With a ydiow cere: deep yeilow irides: hind part of the 
head fen uginous ; crosvn, backj fcapnlars, aiui coverts of 
v/ings, hnovn, edged with, a paler color ; belly ruil-colored, blotch- 
ed with deeper ihades : thighs of a mottled afli, marked vvdth round 
diilky fpois, and oit the iov/er parts with four large dark blotches : 
the tali crolial ijy fouir bars of deeper and lighter brmvji ; legs ycl- 
lov/j ftrong>aMd feathered half way down. Length twenty inches. 
The defeription borrowed from Mr. Latham. 
f a! uibi ts Newfomdlmd. 


JL'h/i, Hat. t,h Gy'. i, 2|6. 

Spccldiid Paitriiige Hawk of Hudjou t Baj, Phd. 'I’ya:/. Ixii. 3? j.— ia.'hiw, i. 7S. 
f'h* 58, 59 - 

J-F With a dufky bill i upper mandible toothed : irides yellow : 

cere and legs biuilit, ], lead, and upper part of the body, of a 
t'ufky Itrown ; hind part of the head mottled with white: whole 
under fide of the bod), front chin to vent, white; the middle of 
latch feather marked widi a duiky fpot: wings reach almoft to thc 
eitd of tlic tail : coverts, icapulans, and primaries, of a deep bi'o-.vir, 
elegantly barred tranlVcrfely with wiiite ; tail brown, marked oa 
caclt fide with oval tranfverfe fpors of red ; teati.ers on tlie thigits 
‘'■cry long, brown fpocced with wliite : the fore past of the legs co- 

Hh 2 . 


Peace, 


d Newfound- 
lam D. 


Place. 


96. Sacpea 



STREAKED AND PEREGRINE FALCON. 


vercd with feathers almoft to the feet. Length two feet. Weight 
two pounds and an half. 

Placi. Inhabits Hudjon's Bay and Newfoundland : found allb in I’artary, 

and is a fpecics celebrated there for the fport of falconry. It is a 
hardy ipecies ; for it never quits the rigorous climate of Hudfon’s 
Bay. Preys on the White Grous, which it will feizc even while the 
fowler is driving them into his nets. It breeds in ylpril and May, 
in defert places. The young fly in the middle of June, The fe- 
males are faid to lay only two eggs. 

reaked lharp bill, furniflied with a large and pointed 

procefs in the upper mandible; cere yellowifli: head, front 
of the neck, breaft, and belly, white; each feather marked along 
the fhaft with a flreak of brown ; the narroweft are on the head ; 
back and coverts of the wings of a dirty bluilh afh-color ; edges of 
the feathers whitifh, and many of them tipt with the fame ; pri- 
maries dufley ; e.xterior wx-bs blotched wdth white, interior barred 
with the iamc : tail of the lame color with the back, and barred 
with white ; the bars do not reach the fliafts, and, like thofe in the 
Iceland Falcon, oppofe the dark bars on the adverfe fide; legs 
bluifli. Length two feet two inches. 

This fine fpecies inhabits Hudjon's Bay. 

PsnEGRiNB. Br. 7 ,icl. i. N* 48. — Latham, i. 68, N® 49 ; 73. N“ 52. 

Spotted Hawk, or Falcon; and Black Falcon, Edvj. i. 3, 4. 

Lc F<aucon, Dt SnJ/in, 249. pi. 16. — Lev. Mu.s. 


jp With a lliort ftrong bill, toothc'd on the upper mandible, of 
a bluilh color: cere yellow : irides hazel: forehead whitifh : 
crown, and hind part of the head, dufley : the back, fcapulars, and 

coverts 



GENTIL FALCON. 

coverts of wings, elegantly barred with deep blue and black : the 
primaries dulky, with tranfvcrfe oval white fpots : the throat, chin, 
and breaft, of a pure white, the laft marked with a few dufky lines 
pointing down ; the belly white, crofied with numerous duflty bars, 
pointed in tire luiddle : legs yellow; toes very long. 

The American fpecies is larger than the Eurofsean. They are fub- 
jcd to vary. The Black Falcon, and the Spotted Falcon of Mr. 
Edwards y are of this kind; each preferve a fpecific mark, in the 
black ftroke which drops from beneath the eyes, down towards the 
neck. The differences in the marks in the tail may poffibly pro- 
ceed from the different ages of the birds ; for few kinds differ fo 
mucli in the feveral periods of life as the Rapacious. 

Inliabits different parts of North America, from Hudjon's Bay as 
low as Carolina. In Afta, is found on the highell parts of tire IJrallian 
and Sibirian chain. Wanders in fummer to the very Ardic 
circle. Is common in Kamtjehatka, 


Gentt! Falcon, Br, ZooL 5 . N® 50- 

F. Gentilis. Falk. Faun. Suec, N® ^%.^Latha?ny i. 64. — Lev, Mui\ 


p' With a diiffcy bill : yellow cere, irides, and legs ; head and 
upper fide of the neck ferruginous, ftreaked with black ; under 
fide, from chin to tail, white, marked with duffey heart-ffiaped Ipots : 
back, coverts of wings, and fcapulars, brown, edged with rull-color ; 
primaries dufky, barred on the exterior fide with black : wings reach 
only half the length of the tail : tail long, barred with four or five 
broad bands of black cinereous j each of the firft bounded by a nar- 
row line of dirty wliite. 


^37 


Place. 


98. Gentu., 


In 



GOSHAWK FALCON, 


Si, ; In Cizc fuperior to tlic European kind, being two feet two inches 

Ti M i. long, Shot in the province ai New York. Is found in northern 

Europe, as far as Finmark *. 

< V 1 , (; 0 , * i K * Br. ZocL i , N 52, 

F. Palunibjrius, Fau?E Sacc* N"* Buffcn, i* 230. — Latham, 58*-— Le \. 

Ivlus. 

JP With a bluidi bill, black at the tip : ycllowini green cere : 

yellow legs : head brown ; hind part mottled with white : 
over eacJi eye extends a long whitilh line : hind part of the neck, 
back, and wings, of a deep brown color : breaft and belly wliite, 
crolTcd with numerous undulated lines of brown; tail of a cinere- 
ous brown, crofled by four or five bars of black: wings Ihoitcr 
than the tail. 

'Iluit which I ftw in the Leverian Mujhm, wa.s fuperior in fice 
Plac£. to ilw European, Nie. I.mij'on fiys, they abound'' in Carolina: arc 
fpirired birds, but Idler than thole of Mujeovy. Is common in that 
A-.vHn r, v.\-. countiy, and oVZ>/;7V/, Dr. PuZ/rtt adds, that there is a large white; 

v.u'iety on the (/ra/Zin;; mountains, mottled with browm and yellow. 
Thefi.;' are yet more frcanient in the eafl part of i'E/ria and i.'i 
Kamijihalka they arc entirely white. Thefe are the bell of all Hawks 
F.xcu,m-xt roR for falconry. Tliey extend to the river ^'//wrr ; and are ufed by 
the emperor oi China in Jiis fpoiting progrelfts f , attended by his 
grand falconer, and a thotifuui of the fubordiiiate. Every bird ha.s 
a lilver plate fallencd to its foot, with the name of the falconer who 
had the charge ofiti tlrat in cafe it Haoiild be lofd, it might' be 
brought to the pnoper peifon : but if lie could not be found, the 

• Lems, 337,--.&;to/. 224. | Bell ii. 87. 

bird 



GOSHAWK FALCON. 


2J9 


bird is delivered to another officer, called the Guardian of kfi birds j 
who keeps it till it is demanded by the falconer to whom it belong- 
ed. That this great officer may the more readily be found, among 
the army of huntei s, who attend the emperor, he erefts a ftandard 
in the moft confpicuotis place *. 

The emperor often carries a Hawk on his hand, to let fly at any 
game which prefents itfelf j which are ufnally Pheafants, Partridges, 
Quails, or Cranes. Marco Polo law tliis diverfion about the year 
1269!; a proof of its antiquity in 'thek parts, when it formed lb 
regular and princely an eftabliflrment in the flute of this great eaftern 
monarch ; the origin of which might have been in fome long pre- 
ceding age. The cuflom of canying a Falcon extended to many 
countries, and was cftccmed a diflinflion of a man of rank. The 
IVeljh had a laying, that you may know a gentleman by his Hawk,' 
Horje, and Greheund. In faft, a perfon of rank feldonr went with- 
out one on his haiyl. //ezne/r/, afterwan's king of h-frr.d, is painted 
going on a rnoft important em.balTy, with a Hawk on his hand, and 
a Dog under his arm J. Henry VI. is reprefented at his nuptials, 
attended by a nobleman and his Falcon Fiven the ladies were 
not without them in earlier times ; for in an antient fculpturc in 
the church of Milton Abbas, in DorJetJJjire, appears the confovt of 
KmgAthtiJlan with a Falcon on her royal lift jl tearing a bird: and, 
perhaps to indulge his queen in her palfion for the diverfion, he de- 
manded of my countrymen (befides an irnmenfe tribute) fome of 
their moll excellent Hounds, and of their befl Hawks : which 
proves the high elleem in which our Dogs and Falcons watre held 
in thole early tlays f . 


■* 7 S’ 7^* t -I Monutm'ns de la Mciinrchie FrAnfAj,', 

'■ 372. § Mr. WulpcMi Anecikdes of Painting, i. 3 3. ij Hutchins’s Dorjctp.rc, 

u. 443‘ <[I MalmJhurjy lib. ii. c. (\ 



RED-TAILED AND LEVERIAN FALCON. 


Julius Finnicus, a celebrated writer in aftrology, who dedicated 
his books io Mavortius IjsllianuSy conful in 354, affirms, that who- 
jbever were born under the influence of Mercury and Virgo, would 
be flrong and indiiftrious, and be wx’ll fliilled in breeding fine horles, 
and in training Hawdes and Falcons, and other birds ufctlil in bird- 
catching, &c. By this it ap])ears, tiiat adual falconry w^as in ufc 
long before the time I imagined. 

joo.RED-TAirrD. Amt-rican Buzzard, Latham, i. 50. — Lev, Mus. 

jP With a diilky bill, and yellow cere ; head, lower part of the 
neck, and chin, brown, mixed with white : bread and belly 
w hite, varied with long ttripes of brown, pointing dovenwards : fe- 
moral feathers very long, white, and marked wdth long dentateJ 
Ib'ipcs of pale brown; upper j>art of the neck, and back, of a very 
deep blown; coverts and tertials brown, barred or edged with 
white ; primaries dufky, barred wdth cinereous ; tail of a pale rufl- 
color, marked near the end with a dufky narrow bar ; legs yellow. 
Size of the Copazek. 

Place. Inhabits North America. Sent from Carolina to S'xr Apjlcn Letter. 

toi. LEVERiAt,. jrp With a dufley bill, greatly hooked : head ftriped w’kh brown 
and white ; upper part of the body and wings of a deep 
brown ; each featlier elegantly marked at the end with a large white 
fpot ; the whole under fide of the body white : the outmofl feathers 
of the tail marked with nine wffiitc, and the fame number of dufky 
bars ; middle feathers with dufky and cinereous : the wings extend 
beyond the end of the tail : legs ftrong and yellow. 

Size of a Buzzard. Sent to Sir Apton Lever from Carolina. 


Barrtw 



KED-SHOULDERED, AND BUZZARD FALCON. 

Barred-brc'aflcd F. Latham, \, 56, 36.-— Lev. Mus. 

With a {lender dufley bill; yellow cerc; and logs, head, and 
neck, of a yollowifh white, {Ireaked downwards with dnfky 
lines : back of a deep brown, edged with ruft-color ; lefier coverts 
oC wings ferruginous, fpotted with black ; primaries and fecon- 
daries black, fpotted on each fide moft dillindtly with v/jiite : breaft 
and belly of a light tawny; the firil Areakcd downwards with 
black ; the laft traverfed tvith deeper tawny ; tail iliort and dufky, 
crofledby feven narrow bands of white; the two nearell: m the ends 
more remote than the others; legs weak, Lencth twenty-two 
inches. 

Inltablts Long JJiand, This is a new^ fpecies, preferved in Mrs. 
B L A e K B V R N.E ’s ATlift’lim, 

►'u!';-cok)i'ed Itu/.zard, Eaic. ii. 5 ;. — 1. 55, 35. 48 ; aS . — Dc 

Uuf-j, i. 223. 

Falco Buico. Quidfogel, Patm. Sue;. N" 60. — Br. ZorJ. L 54 — Lev. Mus. 


With a dufky bill, and bluifla yellow cere ; head, and hind 
part of die neck, of a cinereous browm, ll rcaked with yellow : 
back brown ; lower part and rump barred w'ith rufi-color, fome- 
times with white ; die coverts of the wings brown ; the greater and 
fcapulars fpotted with white; the diree firfl; quil-leathers black, 
white at their bales; the interior welis of the reft blotched with 
black and white : the throat and breaft yellow'ifh, marked diinly 
with oblong brown fjsots; belly white, varied witli great ft'Ots of 
brown: feathers of the thighs long, white, crofiecl with fagittal bars 


VoL. I. 
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BUZZARD, AND PLAIN FALCON. 

of yellow ; tail marked with about nine bands of black and light 
cinereous; the tip white: legs fliort, ftrong, and yellow. Length 
two feet two inches. 

I’he American varies in fizc, and fometimes flightly in color ; but 
in both has fo much the habit of the Englifi Buzzard, as not to me- 
tit feparation. It is called in New Tork, the great Hen Hawk, 
from its feeding on poultry. It continues there the whole year. 
Lays in May five eggs ; the young fly about the middle of June. 
It is alfo an .inhabitant of Hudjon's Bay and Newfoundland ■, and in 
Europe as high as Sondmor, in Norway ; where, from its attacking 
the Eagle, it is called Orne-Falk. Migrates, before winter, from 
Sweden. Is fcarce in Rujfia ; and veiy few are found in Sibiria. Is 
found in wiiiter as low as Woronejeh 

JP With the bill black : head duiky : nape fpotted with white: 

back, and coverts of wings, and tail, of an uniform deep brown : 
under fide of the neck, bread, and belly, and thighs, deep brown, 
(lightly fpotted wdth white ; primaries dufky ; inner webs marked 
with great oval fpots of white, mottled with brown : middle feathers 
of tlte tail plain brown ; inner webs of the red mottled with white , 
exterior webs and ends flightly edged with the fime: legs drong -; 
yellow ? Wing reaches near the length of the tail. LENorti, from 
bill to tail, two foot one. 

Inhabits Hudjon's Bay. 

• In Rujjia. lat. 52 north, 


242 
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MARSH, AND RINGTAIL FALCON. 

Marfh Hawk, Edw. iv, ziji. —Lathaw, i. 90.— Lev. Mus.—Ul, Mus. 

With a bhuHi billj orange cere, orbits, and legs: irides 
hazel : a black line extends from the corner of the bill beyond 
the cycsi above that is another ofwhite, which encircles the cheeks, 
and meets in front of the- neck : head, throat, and upper part of 
the breaft, varied with black and ruft-cotor ; back, and coverts of 
the wings, brown ; rump white ; breaft and belly, and thighs, of a 
bright ferruginous ; tail duncy brown, crofted by four black bands ; 
legs llrong, tltick, and fhoit; which are fpecific diftindtions from 
the next. ba-iNCTn two feet. 

Inliabits Pctijyhama: frequents, during the fummer, marflry 
places ; where it feeds on tire fmall birds, Frogs, Snakes, and Li- 
zards. At approach of winter quits the country. 


Br. ZcoL i. N" $<).—Eikv. iii. 107 — Latham, i. N”’ 75, 75 A, and N" 54,15 a j 
ruft-colorcd variety. 

Falco Pygargus, F. lludfonius, Lin. Sfjl. 128. — Muller, 72. — Gr. Mus. 


P With a diilky bill and yellow cere *. a white line over each 
eye : licad, upper part of the neck, and back, dulky brown : 
coverts and primaries of the fame color; the inner fides of the laft 
wldtc ; breaft, belly, anti thigiis, whitifli, marked with ferruginous 
fpots : vent and rump white, encircling the root of the tail : the 
middle feathers of the tail dulky ; the next of a bluifti afli-color ; 
the outmoft white, all marked traiilVerfely with orange bars : legs 
long, and very flender. 

I'his fpecies is fuperior in fize to the Britifi Ringtail ; but, having 
moll of the charafters of that bird, we doubt not b\it that it is the 

T i ;> fame 
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H4 W I N T E R F A L C 0 K, 

'■ I y , ^ j, ^ 

Like the Eur^m kind, fkirns along the ground in fearch 
of prc]', which is Mice, Frogs, and fmall birds. BuUds its neft 
indifferendy'on the ground, or on the lower parts of trees. It is 
fubjcd CO vary to a deep ruft-colorj plain, except on the rump 
and tail. 

SizB AND PtAcE. Inhabits Hudfon's Bay. Weight, in Ihdfon's B<y, feventeen 
ounces and a half Length twenty-one inches. Extent three feet 
feven. Is very common in the open and temperate parts of Rj^l^a 
and {iikiria ; and extends as far as lake Baikal *. It is not found far 
in the north of Europe. Umms omits it among the birds of his 
country but Mr. Brumkk delcribes one, which had been Ihot in 
lat. 58, on the little ifland of Chriftianfoe\. 


JP With a black bill ■, yellow cere t head of a deep brown : back 
the fame, tinged with rufl: : hind part of the neck ftreaked 
with white : the Coverts of the wings dulky, edged with dull white , 
thofc on the ridge with orange ] ends of the primaries duiky j the 
other parts barred with brow’n and white : bread: and belly whin*, 
marked with heait-fhaped Ipots; tliighs fulphur-colored, Ipecklcd 
with dulky; vent feathers white: dp of the tail white; then fuc- 
ceeds a broad dulky bar; the remaining part barred widi brown, 
tawny, and black : legs lonlg, and very flender* 

Is of an elegant form, and about the fizeof the Ringtail. 
Inhabits the province of Turk: appears at approach of 
•winter, and retires in tlie ^ring. Bt. Mus, 

Mr. Latham’ i Northern F^con, N* 62, Items to diffiir from this 
only in age, or fex. 

■* Dt. pAit A^. t In the Btdtk, a little »<rtth*ealtor Bornholm. 
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SWAttW-t AILED falcon; AKD fitJZZARDET. 


maJda^tt avji prsedatoris calcaribus inftnlftjt, 

Fm$ W* »• 13- 

li^rrlt^gf w ®v? 0 «w-taSjed Rawk. La/w/w, 138 .— i 
Lc Mektt <lo la Card|li«> SnJ»>t) i. 418^2)? Bu^m, i. aai. 

Falco Fureates, Ltit^ it^tfo-Lathaj^, i. 6o.i»«l,®r. Mus. 

■p With a black bill, Icfs hooked dian ufiial witlt rapacious 
* birds ; bafe of the bill hid in feathers, and briftlv : the eyes 
large } hides red ; head, neck, brea{|, 4iftd Wf, of a fnowy whiter 
nefs; back, coverts of llackj gloffed wirih 

purple and green: inner webs. the pflnoaii^lsr ^nd ieCondaHes' 
whiteltowards their bafci the tcrtials white: tail of the fame color 
with the back ; and ufto^ extramdy forked j the outinoft feather 
above eight inches longer than the njtdtflerhoft '• the k^s yellow. 

This moft elegant fpecies inhabits onfy ike fouthern "parts of 
North i and only daring fummer. Like S^lallows, 
they f#ed clMy 1iyi%i for they ate much on wing, and ptey on 
various forts of They alfo feed on Lizards and Serpents i 

and will kill the largeft d dfo rt^ions it frequents widi the utrnnft 
cafe. They quit North Amerm before winter. We are not ad* 
quainted with their retreat. It probity IS ill Porn; at ^ 
have the proof of otfe'being ^en in-die South-foa, off the 
whjch lies |^tween*J^ and Arka^ id about the latitude 
the revertnAtli^ tidier leub 


pcrfoi 


tieikj breafla and belly, 
j|ot^^ mbfo %arl3^ difo 
kfoyktS brown i others 
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little falcon. 


colored like the head : primaries dulky : thighs white, with fmall 
fagittal Ipots of brown : tail dulky, barred and tipt with white : 
legs yellow. Length fifteen inches. It has much the habit of 
die Buzzaid ; bur the legs in propcrtion are ratlier longer. 

In the Leverian Mufeum. E.xcept in the almoft uniform 
color of the tail, Mr. Lathcmi^ fj^ecics, p. py, N” 83, agrees 
with this. 


no. LiTTLt- Little Hawk, CatJhjf i. i. j:o. N® 94* 

Hmerillon de Cayeinie, Buff on, i. 291 . — BL EnL jN*’ 444. 
Faico Spaiverius, Z.v, S.j/..\zS. — Lev. Mus,— Bl, Mui. 


Male. 

P' With bluifli bill, and yellow cere ; crown of fine light grey, 
with a red fpot in the middle ; on tlie hind part a fcmiciicle 
formed of round black Jpots ; checks white, bounded on each fide 
with a large black fpot : tlrroat white ; bread of a pale yellow, 
Ipotted with black : back of a brilliant bay, crofifed by broad black 
bars ; coverts of the wings of a beautiful grey, thinly fpotted with 
black ; primaries black, fpotted on their inner webs with white ; tail 
long j the middle feathers barred near the end with a black band, 
and tipt with white ; the two exterior feathers white, crofled with 
three or four black bars : legs yellow. 

Siz£. Length eleven inches and a half. Weight only three ounces and 

an half. This varies in color from the female, in the fame manner 
as the European Keftrils. 

Place. Thefe birds inhabit America^ from Nova Scotia to the Antilles j are 

adive and Ipirited. They prey on fmaii birds, Mice, Lizards, and 
infefts. The Female is the following. 


Emcrillon 
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Emerillon de St. Domingue, De Bujfm, i. 291.—?/. Enl. N" Latham, i. 1 1 1. 
N» 95 — Lev. Mus.—Bi., Mus. 


jP With a fhort and very crooked bill : crown of a deep fiaty 
blue, obfcurely fpotted with red : hind part of the neck, back, 
and tail, of a bright ferruginous color and black, elegantly difpofed 
in narrow tranfverfe bars : coverts of the wings of the fame colors j 
primaries black: under fide of the neck, bread, and belly, of a 
dirty white, marked with large ferruginous fpots ; thighs and vent 
feathers white : legs long, flender, and orange-colored : tail long, 
croffed with eleven black, and the fame number of bright ferrugi- 
nous bars. 

The New York Merlin of Mr. Latham, i. 107. N” 94, bears fo 
great a refemblance to tliis, that I do not venture to feparate 
them. 


Pigeon Hawk, Catejhy^ ^.’•^PhiL Tranf Ixli. ^Latham ^ i. 10 1. 

Falco Columbiirias, Lin. Syjl, izS.^Lhv. Mj,s. — IFl. Mus. 

JT' With a dtifky bill, and yellow cere ; crown, back, and co- 
verts of the wings and rump, of a bluilh grey, with the middle 
of eacli feather ftreaked with black : the hind part of the head 
fpotted with reddilh white; cheeks and under fide of the body 
white, with large oblong Ipots of black : primaries and Iccondaries 
diifkyj their infides marked with great oval fpots ot white: tail 
long ; black tipt witli white, and croffed with four bars of bluidi 
gtey : legs yellow. 

Its length is from ten to twelve inches. 1 he weight fi-K ounces. 

It inhabits America, from Hudfon's Bay as low as heuth Carobna. 

the laft it attains to a larger fize. In Hudjons Bay it appears in 


Ul. PlCIiON. 


Sizfi. 

Pt.acs.. 
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May on the banks of Severn river, breeds, and retires fouth in au- 
tumn. It feeds on fmall birds ; and on the approach of any per- 
fon, flies in circles, and makes a great flrricking. It forms its neft 
in a rock, or fome hollow tree, with flicks and grafs ■, and lines it 
w'iih fe.aihci's ; and lays from tv/o to four eggs, white, 
with red. In Caroihia it prt'ys on Pigeons, and young of tire whu! 
Turkics, 

u;;. DoEioiu', ^ With a duiky bill; yellow cere and i rides : head dufky, 
itreaked ’.vith ru.fl:- color: back and coverts of v/ings brown, 
edged with ruil : the primaries duiky aili-color, barred with bkick, 
and tire iiiner webs nrarked tirudverfely with oval ferruginous 
{pots : tail long, of a deep cinereous, with four broad bars of black : 
breaft and belly dirty white, marked with oblong ilreaks of brown; 
legs yellow, 

Sizi. Length about ten inches. Weigiit fix ounces. In tire nrarks 

and colors of the tail it much refcinbies the Sparrow Hawk ; ir 
the {pots on the breail it agrees wdth the En^IiJh Merlin. 
pj;,Acr. Inhabits Nevj Tork and Carolina, I have my doubts whether 

this is any more than a variety of the preceding, efpccially as tiw 
Englijh Sparrow H.\wk varies with the lame colors. 

iiy Dvskv. jp With a bluifli bill; upper mandible armed wnth a fliarp 
procefs ; yellow cere : head, back, and coverts of the wings, 
and tail, a duiky brown, .(lightly edged with ferruginous : hind part 
of the neck fpotted with v/hite : primaries dufky ; inner webs 
marked w'ith oval fpots of a pale ruft-color ; tail Jlwrt, tipped with 
wliitc, and barred with four broad duiky ftrokes, and the fame 

number of narrow ones of white ; the hind part of the head fpotted 

with 



CINEREOUS EAGLE, 


i49 


with white : from the chin to the tail whitifli, Ilreaked downwards 
with diftin^l lines of black : legs deep yellow. 

Inferior in fize to the laft. inhabits the province of York. Sue, .'ino Plack 

Bf.. Mtis. 



C I i\ E R h 0 IJ s E A G I , P , Be. ZoryJ, 1 , N ^45 • — Laiharki^ i. j 5 * 

\'ultar Albicillii, Luu 123^ 

P With pale yellow bill, i rides, cere, and feet ; plumage liglu 
cinereous ; body and coverts of the wings clotidcu with darker: 
primaries dulky: tail white. 

In fize ec]ual to the Black Eagle. Inhabits EuropCy SiS high as Sizc.Afto Piack. 
hdand and l..,(ij>mark *. Is common in Greenland ; but does not 
extend to America : at left, if it does, it varies into the White- 
headed Eagle, to whicli it has great affinity, in particular in its 
feeding much on filh ; the Dana tlrerefore call it Uijh crn f- Is 
common in the foutli of llnjjla, and about the P'olga, as far as trees 
will glow. Is very fcarce in S}birici\ but has been oblervcd in the 
eaftern parts about Ncrt [chink. It feems to be the fpecies called by 

the Yunguft, Elo ; which breeds on the banks of the Kharhnjlwa, a 
river which falls into the Penftnna fea 

It inhab'its Greenland the wlrolp year, fitting on the rocks with 
llagging wing, and flics flowly. It makes its nefl; on the lofty 

j- Bnmnickf in, 

K k 


Lee ms, 33 u 

Vou 1. 
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cliffs, with twigs, lining the middle with moffes and feathers. Lap 
two eggs. Sits in the latter end of Afor, or beginning of June. 

■['hefe birds prey on young Seals, which they feize as they are 
floating on the water ; but oft-times, by fixing their talons in an old 
one, they are ovennatchetl, and drawn down to the bottom, fci'eam-- 
ing horribly. They feed alfo on fiOi, efpecially the Lumpfilh, and 
a fort of T' rout * ; on Ptarmigans, Auks, and Eider Ducks. They 
fir on the top of rocks, attentive to the motion of the diving birds ; 
and, with quick eyes, obferve their courfe by the bubbles whieJx 
rife to the furface of the water, and catch the fowls as they rife 
for breath. 

The Greenlanders ufe their Ikins for cloathing, next to their bo- 
dies. They cat the flefh, and keep the bill and feet for amulets. 
They kill them wfith the bow, or take them in nets, placed in the 
fnow, properly baited ; or tempt them by the fat of Seals, which 
the Eagles eat to an excefs ; which occafions fuch a torpidity as to 
make them an eafy prey. 

7’he Ern'e, or CtNEREOus Eagle, the Vtdtiir Albkilla of Liv- 
NZEus, is the firll year w'holiy duiky, even to the bill, cere, and tail. 
In the fecond year the cinereous color coirimences, teifclated with, 
black ; the rail becomes white; and the end of its feathers for fome 
tiate tipped wnth black. 

It js very cafily made tame : will attach itfelf to its mailer, dif- 
tinguiffi him from others, and receive him with many marks of 
endearinent. When hungry, repeats the founds, tack tack ; and 
when fatisfied with food exprclles its content, by a repetition of the 
lame note. Is particularly fond of filli ; is a {luggifli and cowardly 
fpccics, and will be put to flight even by the Turkies, — Mr. 
Oedman, 

• Salmo Carplo, Faun, Green!. 1 70, N® 1 24. 
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|j3, c R y I N G E A <; L E, Planga ct Clanga, Jrijlot. Hift, An. lib. ix-. 

Morphnos, Clanga, Anataria, Wil Orn. 63 . — Rati Sju. Av. 7. N'* 7, 
Spotted Eagle, Latham, i. 38. 

Le Petit Aigle, De Bujca, i. 91 .— Br. Muso 


jP With a dufky bill and yellow cere : color of the plumage a 
ferruginous brown ; the coverts of the wings, and fcapulars, 
elegantly varied with oval white fpots ; on the greater coverts very 
large : primaries dufky j the ends of the greater white : breall and 
belly of a deeper color than the reft of the plumage, llreaked dov/n- 
w'ards with dull yellow: tail dark brown, tipt wdth dirty wdiite: 
legs feathered to the feet, which are yellow. Lf n'gth two feet. 

Is found in many part.s of Eurr.pe, but not in Scandinavia: is fre-^ 
quent in Rufm and Sibiricit and extends even to Kanitjchatka. Is 
lels generous and fpirited than other Eagles ; and is perpetually 
making a plaintive noife, from which it was ftyled by the antients 
Vlnnp^a & Clanga-, and Anataria, from its preying on Ducks, which 
Pliny * deferibes with great elegance. The Arabs ufed to train it 
f')r the chace ; bur its quarry was Cranes, and other birils: the 
more generous Eagle being flown at Antelopes, and various qua- 
drupeds, This fpecies was even itfelf an objeft of diverfion ; and 
made the game of even fo fmall a Falcon as the Sparrow Eiawk ; 
w.hich W'ould piu fue it wdtli great eagernefs, foar above, then fall on 
the F.agle, and, fattening with its talons, keep beating it about 
the head with its wings, till they both fell together to the ground. 
Tliis Sir John Chardin has feen pradifed about fauris, 

* Lib. X. c. 3. 
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J c r. I A D F A L CON, * 77 1 ‘ P- 297. fig. good. 

I .FjO idniidui Fuicus, Bn‘i]':uky 2. 

\ V r. r.'.r.rr ddfFiiid, BriSG;, i. 373. t.-F. xxxl . — PL £?>!. 2J0. 
idilco Ci \ rf;i-co, A/'/. A-)y 7 . 130. — /Fxv/;. 64 . — Laihaniy i. 82, ; and 

p'aiag. l<LV.lViO.S. 

J3 Wirh a llrc^ng bi!!, mucli liookctl, and the upper niandil;,'-,:: 

fi'iaip]) anpulated on the lower edges ; cere bluilh : head of a 
very pale rull-color, ilie;d:ed downwards with dulky lines : neck, 
breaA and belly, vdvitej marked with cordated ipots ; thighs wliit.-^ 
eroded witli Ihort bars of deep brown ; back and coveits ot \vi;igs 
dnik\', fjxttted arid edged witlt white ; the exterior webs of tite {-li- 
inaries dnfky, mottled with reddifh wliite ; the inner barivd witli, 
v/hite : the ’ie.ithers of the t,.iil croficd with fbui teen ot more narrow 
bars of dulky and white j t!ie duiky bars regularly ojtpofing thok 
of Wiiitc ; ti;C wings, when clofed, reack almoil: t<.) tire end of the 
trr.iit : lees kron.g and vdiowx d'he laiNCTtr of the wing, froivi 
the piii’on to the ti]), fixtcen inches. 

i'Jiis i'petics is an inhabitant of IcsIanJ, is tlte mold eflccn'ied tif 
any for tite fioit of ftlconry, and is, with the twx) following, tc 
ferved f..)r the kijiyys of Denmark-, who fends his falconer, w'ith two 
attendaiiis, ai'ir.u.iliy into the iiland to purchafe them. Tliey an; 
cai!g;hr Iry tlte natives; a certain number of whont in every dilhict 
arc licenied for that purjrcfe. 'i’hey bring all they take, abon: 
Miditmmrr, to BijJcficd, to nteet tlic royal fucontn- ; tend each biings 
ten or twelve, capped, and perched on a crofs pole, which they 
carry on horfeback, and reid on the flirrup. The fiilconer examines 
the birds, rejefts thofe which are not for his purpofc, and gi'-xs 
th.e feller a written certificate of the qualities of each, which eiUi • 
tics him to receive from ti>e king’s receiver-general feventecn rix- 
dullars for F, or the pureft white Falcon ; ten for E, or thole "hich 
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jire left white; and feven for this fpecies*. This brings into the 
tiland between two and three thoufand rixdollars annually f. 

They are taken in the following manner: — Two pods are Lf- Manner op 
tened in the groiiiuh not remote from their haunts. To one is ‘akino. 
tied a Ptarmigan, a Pigeon, a Cock or Men, fadcned to a cord 
that it may have means of fluttering, and fo attraft the attention of 
tlie Falcon. On the other pod is [)laccd a net, didended on a 
hoop, about fix feet in diameter. I’hrough this pod is introduced 
a dring, above a hundred yards long, which is fadcned to the net, 
in order to pull it down ; and another is fadcned to the upper part 
of the hoop, and goes titrough the pod to which the bait is tied. 

As loon as the Falcon fees the fowl flutter on the ground, he takes 
a few circles In the air, to fee if there is any dangiT, then darts on 
Its prey with inch violence as to drike olTthe head, as nicely as if 
it was done with, a razor. He then ufiially rifes again, and takes 
another circle, to explore the place a ftcond time: after which it 
me.kes another doop ; when, at the indant of its defeending, the 
man pulls the dead bird under the net; and, by means of the other 
cord, covers the Falcon with the net, at the moment it Iras feized 
tlie prey ; tlie perfon lying concealed (jchincl lome (tones, or cHe lies 
flat on hi.s belly, to elude tlie fight of the Falcon 

As foon as one is caught, it is taken gently out of the net, for 
fear of breaking any of the feathers of the wings or tail ; and a cap 
is placed over its eyes. If any of the tail-feathers are injured, the 
falconers have the art of grafting others § ; which Ibmctimcs has 
occafioned a needlels multiplication of fpecies. 

The Iceland Falcons are in the highed edeem. They will lad 
ten or twelve years ; whereas thofe of Norway, and other countries, 

* Brunnick, p. 2. t Olajfot, i. 32, 1 Horretow, 59 ’ 

^ Brun-nck, p. ^.~—Hcrrctcw, 58. 
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ffldom arc fit for fpoit after two or three years ufe. Yet the Nor^ 
ivcgtnn Hawks were in old times in great repute in this kingdom, 
and even tiiought bribes woitliy of a king, Geojfry Le Pierre, cltief 
judiciary, gave two good Norivay Hawks to King John, that Walter 
Le Madina might luive leave to expcjrt a hundred weight of cheefe. 
John, tlie Ion of Ordgar, gave a Norzvay Hawk to have the king’s 
recpielt to the king of Ncrivay, to let liim have his brother’s chat- 
tels ; and Ralf Havoc finetl to King Stephen in two Gii fals (Gyrfiik 
cons) and two Ncrivay Hawks, that he might have the fame ac- 
quittance that his frther had 
/vNi riien v or I cannot fix tlie prccifc time of the origin of falconry ; the pad 
1 ALcu„Ri. jjrijtofle, and the e})igram in Martial, do by no means fix it 

to the periods in which they wi-ote. 'I'he piiiiofoj ’her f infuj rns 
us, that “ there wa» a diftrid if) L’brace, in which the boys ukd 
to afienrblc at a certain time of the year, fur the lake of bird- 
“ catching. I'h.at the fpot was much frequented by klawks, 
‘‘ which were wont to appear on hearing themfelve.-. called : ami 
would drive the little birds into the buflies, wlicre they were 
“ ciLight by the children; and that the llawks would even fume- 
“ times take the birds and fiing them to thefe young fportfmcn ■ 
“ wlio (after finiflung their diverfion) gratefully bellowed on tluir 
“ afliflants part of their prey,” Tliis tale may Iravc fome truth ai 
the bottom ; it being notorious that Larks, and even Partridges, 
will, by the terror of a Hawk paffing over tliem, lie fo frill as to 
fufler rhemfelves to be taken by any paflenger. Here feems to 
have been no training of thefe Pbracian Hawks, but a mere cafuai 
concurrence of Hawks and fmall birds, which afforded now and 
tliea an amufernent to the youth of the country. I'he thought ex- 
p) eficd on the antient gem, of little Genii engaged in tire chace of 
Deer, affifted by an Eagle, may liave originated from this llory. 

The 
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The Poet only defcribes another kind of bird-catching, in the 
following epigram on the kite of a Hawk : 

Praedo fuit volucrum, famulus nunc Aucupis, idem 
Decipit, ct captas non fihi, niojrct, aves *. 

By the word decipit, it is plain that the Hawk was not trained ; but 
was merely ufcd as a ftale, either to entice fmall birds under a net, 
or to the limed twigs : the lad is a method dill in ufe in Italy. 
The Italians call it Uccellare con la Civetta ; for indead of a Hav/k, 
they place a final! fpecies of Owl on a pole, in the middle of a 
held j and furround it, at various didances, with lime-twigs. The 
fmall birds, from their drange propenfity to approach rapacious 
fowls, fly around, perch on the rods, and are taken in great num- 
bers f . A Flawk would ferve the purpofe full as well. Pliny 
mentions tire ufe of bird-lime J ; and Longus, in his elegant ro- 
mance of Daphnis and Chloc, employs the latter to catch little birds 
for his beloved §. 

Julius Firmictis, who dedicated his book to Mavortius Loilianus, 
conful A. D. 354, proves that falconry w.rs in ufe in his days ; 
for, fays he, Falcons taken when tire fun is in VFgo or Mercurii, are 
far the bed. And we further learn that it was in ufe in France in 
tlie reign of Merouec, who began his reign about the year 57 ^’ » 
being in the abby of Fours, was perfuaded to amufe himfelf with 
Dogs and Haw'ks \\. 

1 cannot find any certainty of Hawks being trained in our 
ifland for diverfion before die time of King Etbclbert, the Saxon 
tnonarch; who died in, the year 760 He wrote into Germany 
for a brace of Falcons, which would fly at Cranes and bring them 

* Lib. xiv. ep, 216. t OiJna, 65. J fFt A’/.v. lib. xvi. c, 44. 

§ Fr- ed. oftavo, 82. y La Fauconnerie dc Ch.d' Jfcafjia, p. 443- 

5! ^sxnn Chr, 60. 

to 
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to the grtnind *, as there wore very few fuch in Kent. This 
riu'v,.s how erronc'oxis the opinion was, of tliofc who place it in the 
reign of tire einjxeror Fredei ic IhirljaroJjia f, who was drowned in 
1189. By the application of Kihcli-ert to Bcnifnce, arclibilhop 0 
Mtu'z, for tl'.e brace of l-'VJcons, it is evident, tliat the diveifion 
Av.rs ill ixerfccfion in Gennany before tlie year 752, the time in 
which that prelate was martyred by the Pagans. It feems to me 
I'lig'f}' [srobable, that falconry was invented in Sijluii’, and palled 
from thence into the northern parts of Eurcfc. Fartary is even a! 
prefent celebrated for its fine breed of Falcons ; and the fporc is in 
Inch geneial eilec.m, that, according to Olearius, there loas no but 
hit -vebat bad its llayk rr ralccn\. ITc boundlcfs jdains of that 
conntiy arc as finely adajited to the diverfion, as the wooded or 
mountanous nature of mofr part of Europe is ill calculated for that 
ra])id amulernent. 

1 he antiquity of ialconiy in F'arta.ry is evinced by the exhibition 
of the Iport on the very antient tombs § found in that country ; iii 
wliich a!e figured hoiiemen at full fpeed, w’ith Mawks on their 
hands : orliers again, in the fame attitude, difeharging their arrows 
at tlieir game, in the very manner of tire antient Scytldans. 

From Gennatiy, falconry got footings in England-., and became iu 
favored a diveriion, that even Janguinary laws were enadfed foi' the 
jrrefervation of rapacious fowls. Edvoard III. made it death for 
the Healing of a Hawk ; and to take its eggs, even in a pei ion’s 
own ground, was punilhalde with a fine at the kingfs plea lure, and 
impnibiimcnt for a year and a clay. In the reign of James I. the 
amulernent was carried to fuch an extravagRnt pitch., tliac Sir Fhonms 
Menjon IS faid to have given a tlioufand pounds for a caft of ITaw'ks. 

Olaoted by Mr. It'hliakcr in Jlij}. Mamlu/ter, fiom Mtix. Bthboihaa Fairum, riii, 
F‘ ^S' T'- 

f Sy-bnan'i Gl'Jf, j; Okania’i T'rarc's, § S/rai’hikrg, tab. A.B. 
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GREENLAND FALCON. 

0. Greenland. 

Dusky. Falco Fufcvis, Faun.Crmt, 56, 34. b. 

Grey falcon, Crantz, i. 64. 

Jj' With clufky irides : lead-colored cere and feet : brown crown, 
marked with irregular oblong white fpots ; forehead whicilli ; 
cheeks blackifh : hind pait of the liead and throat white; breall 
and belly of a yellowiflr wirite, ftriped downwards witli dufky 
ftreaks : the back dufky, tinged v;ith blue, the ends of the feathers' 
lighteft, and fprinkled over with a few white fpots, efpecially to- 
wards the rump : v/ings of the fame colors, variegated beneath w ith 
white and black: the upper part of the tail duflty, croffed very 
faintly with paler bars ; the under fide whitilh. 

LelTcr than the Collared Falcon. Sizi. 

Inhabits all parts of Greenland^ from the remnteft hills to thofe Plac*. 
which impend over the fea. They are even feen on the iflands of 
ice remote from I'horc, They retire in the breeding-feafon to the 
fartheft part of the country, and return in autumn with their young. 

They breed in the fame manner as the Cinereou.s liagle, but in inoi'c 
clillant places ; and lay from three to five eggs. I'he tail of the 
young is black, with great brown fpots on the exterior wxbs. 

They prey on Ptarmigans, Auks, and all the fmall birds of the 
country ; have fiet]uent difputes with the Raven, btit feldoni come 
off viidors ; for the Raven will, on being attacked, fling itfelf on 
jfs back ; and, cither by defending itfdf with its claws, or by call- 
ing, with its croaking, numbers of others to its help, oblige the 
F.flcon to retire. The Grmlmders ufc the flein, among many 
cthersj for their inner garments ; the wings for Imiflies ; the feet for 
amulets : but fcldom cat the flefli, uniefs compelled by htinger. 

It is alfo a native of Jeehmi 


I 1 


TxU Hi 




Voc. I 


li, Co 



258 


COLLARED, AND KITE FALCON. 


Place. 


Size. 


Plac r. 


E. Collared. Falco Rufticolus^ Lhu Syfi, 125. — Faun» Suec. atm. GroenL 

z^..^Lat/ja?/t, i. 56. 

With a lead-colored bill, tipt with black ; head broad and 
flat, ftrcakcd lengthways with black and white ; on the cheeks 
the white predominates ; the throat, under fide of the neck, and 
breaft, ai'e of a pure white ; tliat on the neck almofl; furrounds it, 
forming a fpecies of collar : the belly is of the fame color, marked 
with a few dufky cordated fpots;- the back is wuved with alh-color 
and' white ; the tip of each feather white: the coverts of the wings 
of the fiime colors, but m.ore obfeure ; the exterior webs of the 
primaries diilky : the tail rounded, crofleil with twelve or thirteen 
whitilli and duiky bars: the legs yellow. Size of a Hen. 

Is rarely found in the remotell parts of Greenland. Inhabits allb 
Sioeden-, and extends ealtward as far as Simbirjk, lat. 54 L in the 
government of Cajan *. 


Kite, Br. Zool i. N* ^^.—Latham, i. 6 u N® 43. 

Falco Milvus Glada, Faun. Suec. N° 57. 

Lc Milan Royal, De Bujin, i. 197.— /V. £«/. 422.-— Lev. Mos. 

jP With yellow bill and cere : white head, ftreaked with black : 

body ferruginous, witli a few dufky Ipots : tail mucli forked 
and ferruginous. 

Weight forty-four ounces. Length twenty-feven inches : extent 
five feet one. 

Inhabits the north of Europe, as high as JarlJherg, in the very 
fouth of Norway f ; but does not extend farther. This fpecies, the 

* ExtraSis, i'3i5. t Hammer, Faun, Norway, 

Sea 
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Sea Eagle, Lanner, Buzzard, arid Keftril, quit Stoedcn, in flocks, at 
approach of winter, and return in ipj'ing *. Of tlsefe, the Buzzard 
and Keftril winter at W^oronejeh, in Rujfui, in lat. 52 -j- ; and, together 
with the Lanner and Kite, about /Jjirakan in lat. 46. 30 ; but the 
ftr greater part of the Kites arc fuppofed to retire into Egypt, bring 
feen in Sepemher paffing by Conftantimfk §, in their way from the 
north; and again in April returning to Europe I, to ihun the great 
heats of the eaft. They are obferved in vafl: numbers about Cairo, 
where they are extremely tame, and leed even on dates, I fuppofe for 
want of other food They alfo breed there ; fo that, contrary to 
the nature of other rapacious birds, they increafe and multiply 
twice in the year ; once in the mild winters of Egypt, and a fecond 
lime in the fummers of the north. It makes its apix-arance In (Ereece 
in the fpring; and in the early ages, fays Arijlophanes **, it governed 
*•' that country : and men fell on tlieir knees wlten they v/ere firft 
blefied with the fight of it, becaufe it pronounced tire flight of 
w'inter, and told them to begin to flreer their vernal fleeces. The 
Crane likcwife, by its autumnal departure, v/arns the mariner to 
“ hang up his rudiler, and take Iris reit, and every |)rudent man to 
“ provide their winter garments ; and the Swallow again informed 
" them when they were to put on thofe of fummer. Thus, adds the 
“ chorus of birds, arc we to you as Ammon, Dodona, Apollo 
meaning, in thofe early days, that man confnltcd only thefe natural' 
calendars, and needed no other than what they took flom the flight 
of birds tt> or the flowciing of plants. 

They inhabit England in all feafons. I have feen their young 
taken, the laid w'cek in May, or Arid in June, in the great woods be- 


'* Amccn. Acad. 'w, •[ iV/ri'i.?;, i. 100. f Vol. ii. I.}2. ^ hotjhah., 

Ltfr.Arcih.-]. li /r//. 0/7/. 75. /x.i//OAex.\!;vi. p. !o;.b. '*Av:s. 


i t See lhi.s fubjid moil irgemoufly iLualk'i-- hi Mr. Sxn. 1.1 
the CaUitdar of I", nr a. 
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HONEY BUZZARD, AND LANNER. 


Place. 


Place. 


lonc^ing to Sir Banh, in Lincolnjhire ; and have often ob^ 

ferved them in various places in the deptli of winter. 


*-»• Honey Buxzard, £•-, ZocL 1 . N" 56. — Latham, i. 52. ^“33. 

I'ako Apivorus Slagiiok, Faun. Sue,-. N" 65 — Lev. Mcs. 

JT* With an a(h-colorcd head ; dark brown above ; below v/hite, 
fpotted or barred with rufty brown : tail brown, barred with 
two dufky bars, remote fi'om each otlier ; legs (trong and yellow : 
bill and cere black. Length twenty-three inches. Weight thirty’ 
ounces. 

Inhabits as far north as the diftried; of Sondmor, in Norway*. Is 
found in plenty in the open parts of Rujfia and Sibiria^ near woods ; 
and preys much upon Lizards. 

H. Lanner, Bf. ZooL i. N" 51. — Latham, i. 8 ( 5 . 

Falco I.ann.arius, Faun. Suec. N“ 62. — De Bujfoii, i. 243. 


jp With a wliite line over eacli eye : cere and legs bluilh : breaft 
white, tinged with yellow, and marked with brown fpots: 
primaries and tail dulky ; the firft marked with oval ruft-colored 
fpots on the inner webs ; the lafl, on both. 

Inhabits Iceland, the Feroe ifles, and Sweden j tlie 'Tartarian deferts 
and the Bar aba. Breeds on very low trees. None in the north or 
call of Sibiria, Much elleemed for falconry. 

• Strom. 255 . 


J. Moos. 



MOOR BUZZARD, AND KESTRJU. 


2-(jI 


J, Moor Buzza rdj 7 >r. 2 ,noL N® ^-^Lo.ihatnt i. 

Falco zFau.anorii.s Taim. Snjc. N'" 66. 

non:?-tjUi‘, Le Bufarcl, Da llujjon, i. 218. pi. x. — -P/. EnL 424. 

p' B^lntirely of a- chocolate brown, tingca with nuc ; on the hini 
part of the head a liglit clay-coloreJ Tp at : llcnUr ion ^ yello.v 
legs : cere black. 

Weight twenty ounces. Length twenty-one inches. .Si'/.r. 

Found in t\\t ‘^rranJhaUk countries, as far north as Soruhnor*. 1’i aik, 
Coinmon in the Ibuth of Rujjia : not in Sihlrla. It continues tlie 
whole year in S-iveden. 


K. Kf-STRiL, Er, 7.00L i. 60. — Lathmn, 1 . 94. 

Falco Tinnuncalus, Kirko-Falk, Faun, Snec. 6;. — MnlFr, N® 65. 

L.i CreiTerdle, Du Dnjfon, 1 . 280. pi. xviii . — >PL EiL 401, 47 1„ 

Mdle. jp With the crown and tail of a fine light grey, tire lall 
marked with a black bar near the eni ; back and wings ol 

a purplilh red, fpotted with black. Fidnn'e. Mead reddilh ; corwii 

ftreaked with black; back, tail, and coverti of wings, dull rud co- 
lor, barred with black; legs yellow. Wcioht Male Ik ounces 
and a half; of Female eleven. 

Frequent in tire delerts of Fartary and Sibiria^ in the open coun- 1 ’l ace. 
tries, where fmall trees are found for it to bieed in. Migrates into 
Sweden, at the tinre in which the White Wagtail retunrs, and the 
Saffron, Snowdrop, and bulbous Violet, bloffonr, F-aeh ol thefe 
birds quit the country about the fame day, in September Not 
found farther north ? 

^ Strom, 235. 

f Calendar of Flora, and M':gr, A^v. in A?nadn, Acad. v. 3 V 7 ’ Found as 

fouth as the Holy Land.^HajJelquifi but. 291. 


L, Sfarrow 



SPARROW HAWK, AND HOBBY, 


<i6z 


L. Sparrow Hawk, Br. Zool. i. N" 62. — Latham, i. 99. 

Sparfhok, Faun. Suec. N° 6 ^.—~MuUcr, N" Jl.-— Strom. 235. 

L’Epervior, De Buffon, i. 225. pi. xi.—Pl. Enl. 412, 467. 

JT* With head, back, and coverts of wings and tail, (in feme) 
of a deep bluifla grey ; in others, of a deep brown, edged with 
nift-color : breaft and belly of a whitilli yellow, with wav'cd bars 
of deep brown or dull orange ; tail cinereous, with five broad black 
bars; the tips white. 

Weight of the male five ounces; female nine. 

Place. Found as high as Sondmor, and in the Feroe iflands, in the foutli 

of Ritjfta-, but none in Slhiria. 


IM. Hobby, Br, ZodL i. N® 6l. — Lai ham /i, lOj. 

Ffileo Subluteo, Fa/w, S.uer^ 59. 

jp With crown, back, and coverts of a bluifl) black : from the 
crown a black Itroke points down the checks, wFicli are white ; 
b.'-eaft white, with oblong black fpots : thighs and vent pale orange : 
inner webs of primaries marked w ith oval reddifli fpots : two mid- 
dle feathers of the tail plain dove-color ; the inner webs of the 
others marked like the primaries; legs yellow. Weigmt of the 
/itak I'even ounces. 

Pi, A CL. Siboncv, the moft fonthern proviiice of and, I believe, 

does not extend farther north. This fjtecies winters about Woro- 
nejeh and /Iftrahan f ; and frequents the fiime places in Sihiria with 
the Kestril, 

• Fmn. Snec, f lixiraSii, ii. 142. 
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GREAT HORNED OWL. 


III. O W L. Gen. Birds III, 


♦EARED OWLS. 

Great Horned Owl, Fdvj, 6 o. — Latham^ 1 . ug. 

Great Grey Owl, 7 ^/r/) 7 /,- 96 . — Lai.vfon, 145 . 

Jacururu, Margra^ve^ 199. 

Stria Bubo Uf, Fatai. Suec. 69 . 

O With a dulky bill : yellow irides : horns fliOiter than the 
• European Eagle Owl ; thofe, with the head^ black, marked 
with tawny ; circle round the eyes cinereous, edged with black ; on 
the throat a large cruciform mark of a pure white, reaching to the 
beginning of the bread; ; u[tper part of the bread dufky and tawny; 
the lower part thickly barred with black alli-color, mixed with yel- 
low : coverts of wings, fcapulars, and back, elegantly painted with 
zigzag lines, cinereous, black, and orange; the fcapulars alfo 
marked with a few great white fpots : primaries broadly barred with 
black and ferruginous ; tail of a deep brown, crolTed with brown 
dufky bars, and marked with numerous tranfverf? cinereous lines : 
legs and feet covered with foft light brown feathers to the very 
claws, which are very ftrong and hooked. 

This fpecies is inferior in fize to the Eagle Owl, Br. Zool i. 
N' 64; but feems only a variety. 

It is common to South and North America, as high as Iludjon s 
Bay, Makes, during night, a mod hideous noife in the woods, 

not 
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114 . Eagle. 


Size. 
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LONG- EARED OWL. 


.i 

not unlike the Iiollowing of a man ; fo that pafiengers, beguiled by 
it, often lofe their way. 

I'he ja^mges have their birds of ill omen, as well, as the Romans, 
Tliey I'.ave a moll fupertlitioiis terror of the Owl j which they 
carry lb far as to be highly difpleafed at any one who mimics its 
liooting 

This fpecics is common in Kamtjchalka, and even extends to the 
ArHic regions ; in the ftrft of wliich it very often inclines to w'hite. 
It is found as low as Afirakan. 


U5. Long- 

h A R E D , 


B>\ h N‘' 65. — Moyrn ])uc ou Mibou, //.^L a^Cy', 34?,. 
Strix Otu', ahua. outi. i\^ 71. — LdthATP.f i. ui. 


pLACft. 


^ With very long ears, of f x feathers each, yellow^ and black ; 

jridcs yellow: back and covcits of wings deep brown, gicy, 
and yellov/ifti iiift-color ; primaries barred with dufky :uid ferru- 
gijucus : bicaft and belly pale yellow, with fiender brow'n ftrokes, 
pointing downwards : tail barret! witli cinereous and dulky ; the 


bars of die middle feathers bound above and below with white : feer 
k'athci ed to the claws. l-ENcrni fouitecn inciics : extext of die 
RnAijI) firecimeiis three feet fourf. Weigjit ten oirnccs, 

Obit ! ved by Mr. Hutchins about Severn fcttlcment in Uudfens 
Bay, where it lives in the woods, far from the fea: at night fallics 
in ft a'ch of prey. Apjrroaches the tents of the inliabitants, and is 
very clarnenous. Builds its neft in ti'ces, and lays four white eggs 
in -Hri/^ Never migrates. 


* ill's Six h’Jian Nutiens, 5 . 17 . 

I II no iTiiflakt is icadi: in Mr. Huichuis's MS. the extent i:: lefs by 'hr than that o! 
ihc Tyi'y/) kinil, 


Iniiabils 



SHORT - EARED OWL. 


Inhabits Sweden, and the northern and fouthern parts of the Ruffian 
dominions, and the eaftern paits o\' Sibiri a. Is found as far fouth 
as Afirakan, and even in the hot climate of Egypt 


Short-cared Owl, B>\ ZooJ. i. 66. — PhiL lranj\ Ixii. 3^4.* — Lath an:, i. 

Moyen Due, ou Hibou, PL EnL Mus.—Liw. Mls. 


u6. Sho^T' 


^ With a lefler head in proportion than the fonner : bill dudey : 

irides yellow : head, back, and coverts of the evings, pale 
brown, edged with dull yellow: breaft and belly yellowifh white, 
marked with a few dulky ftreaks pointing downwards ; thiglas, legs, 
and toes, warmly covered with plain yellow feathers : tail dulky 
brown, marked on each fide of the middle feathers edth a large 
)ellow circle, with a brown fpot in the iniddle. In the others, the 
feathers are yellowilh, obliquely barred with black. Tne horns, or 
ears, confill of only a fingle feather, which it can raife or deprels at 
pleafure. The wings reach beyond the end ol the tail. I.enoth 
louiteen inciie.s. Weight fouiteen ounces. 

Found in plenty in the woods near Chateau Ray, on the Labrador 
coall. It is alfo an inhabitant of the Falkland iffimds ; lo probably 
is common to North and South America. In Hudjons Bay it is called 
the Mouje Hawk. It never flies, like other Owls, in learch ol piey ; 
but fits quiet on aftump of a tree, v/atching, like a Cat, the appear- 
ance of Mice. It breeds near the coall; makes its ndl with dry 
grafs upon the ground, and migrates fouthw’ards in autumn. l ather 
F.uillce lixaiks of an Owl he found in Peru that has fomc rcfembiance 
to this, particularly ill the Hawk-like fliape ol the bill. He lai .s 

• H'l/dqCijt, hi/i. 233 . 

i. M 11! 
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SHORT-EARED OWL. 


it burrows under ground to a great depth, like a Rabbet; for 
which rcafon he names it Ulula Cunkularia *. It is very com- 
mon in the northern and woody paits of Sibirta. Comes boldly 
to the night fires, and aflaults men, when it is often killed with 
Hicks. 

In Europe it is found in Great Britain, and reaches to the 
Orkney ifles. Does not perch, but fits on the ground, on which 
it lays it eggs amidil; tlie heath. Appears and difappears in Lin- 
colnjbire wntli the Woodcock, Perhaps migrates to Sweden or 
Norway, w'here it is all'o found, and even as high as Iceland f. 
Flies and preys by day, in dark and cloudy weather. F'riendly 
to the farmer, by being an excellent moufer. Does not fly far ; 
but if dillurbed, foon alights, and fits looking about; at whiclt 
times its horns are very confpicuous. Tins circumHance hitherto 
unattended to; fo that it has been ranked among the Earlefs 
Owls. 

The Short-eared Owl appears to me to be La Chouette of 
the Comte de Buffon, and his Moyen Due, ou Hibou, tab. 29. of 
the PI, Enlum. In p. 102. of my indexes to his Ornithologie, and 
the PI. EhL I have endeavoured to clear up the confufion, wiiich. 
the illuftrious writer has introduced on the fubjed. 

Foy, Peru, ii. 02. 

f See Strix Funeren, Faun, Sun. N® Ty^Poniop, Atlas Danka, tab. 2^.~0U£'en s 
Iceia^id, il. tab. 46, 
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RED, AND MOTTLED OWL. 
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Little Owl, Catejby, i. J .—Latham, i. 123. 517. Rl in 

Strix Afio, Lin. SjJI. 132.— Bi,. Mus. — Lev. Mus. 

With ycil<nv iridcs : horns, head, back, and wingt, of a plea, 
fant tawny red, ftreaked with black; the icapiilars marked 
with large white fpots; primaries barred with black, red, and 
white ; bread: pale tawny, marked with oblong black fpots ; tail 
red, barred with dufky ; feet covered witii feathers to the claws. 
l.r.NGTH ten inches and a half. 

Inhabits Neiv T’crk^ and as low as the Carolittas. Lives in the Pcack. 
woods near tite coaft. 


l.aihatn, i. Mus.—Lev. Mrs. nL Mottled, 

^ With the face white, fpotted with brown : Jiead, wings, 
and upper part of tite body, mottled with aflt-color and 
pale red ; the fcapulars marked with great white fpots ; as are the 
ro^'crts of the \vings : the primaries with black and pale ferru- 
ginous ; bread: and belly whitidi, varied with dufky ragged flripes, 
p(jinring downwards; toes feathered to the claws. Length eleven 
inches. 

iniKibits the province of New York. Breeds in May^ and con- Flac*. 
tinucs in the country the whole year. 


W I TH- 


M m 2 



26 s WAPACUTHU, AND SOOTt OWL. 


** WITHOUT EARS. 

no, Vi'ApAcu- o. With gloffy black bill, and claws much incurvated : bale 
of the bill befet with ftrong briftlcs: iridcs bright yellow; 
/pace between the eyes, checks, and throat, white : the ends of 
the feathers on the head black : fcaprilars, and all the coverts 
of the w'ings, white, elegantly barred with dtilhy reddiflt marks, 
pointing downwards : primaries, fecondaries, and tail feathers, 
irregularly I'potted and barred with pale red and black ; back 
and coverts of the tail white, mixed witli a few dudey fpots: 
breall and belly dirty white, croflt-d Avith innumerable reddiih 
lines: vent v/hite: legs feathered to the toes, which are covered 
with hairs. Weight five pounds: length two feet: extent 
four. 

Pi ACE, Inhabits the woods about IhidjcusBay: makes its nefl on the 

mofs, on the dry ground. The young are hatched in May, and ily 
in June; and are white for a long rime after. Feeds on Mice anti 
fmall birds. Called by the Indians, IFapaciuhti, or the Sported 
Owl. I'he Europeans fettled in the bay, reckon it a very delicate 
food. 


120, SOOTV, 


Cinereous Owl, Laihanu i- I34> 19.— Br. Mi/s. 


^ With a whidfh bill : bright yellow irides : circlets confift 
of elegant alternate lines of black and pale afh-color : head, 
hind part of the neck, and coverts of wings, footy, marked with 
bars of dirty white : primaries deep brown, with broad 

bars, 


narrow 
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bars, compofed of leffcr of dLif]<y and pale cinereous ; tall mofr 
irregularly marked with oblique ftrokes of brown and dirty wJiite : 
the breaft and belly whitlflr, greatly covered with large oblong 
blotches of du iky brown ; as a fingular mark, horn the chin to 
the vent is a fpace, about an inch in breadth, cntii tly naked : legs 
feathered to the feet. Wejgiis tluce pounds; length two feet: 
extent four. 

Inhabits Jkiy the whole year. Flies in pairs. Feeds on Piaci. 

Mice and Hares. Flies very low ; yet feizes its prey with fuch 
force, that, in winter, it will fink into the fnow a foot deep ; and, 
with great eafe, will fly av/ay witli the A.MERfCA.v Hare, N' 3S, 
alive in its talons. It makes its neft in a pine-tice, in the midale 
of Ma'!^ with a few {licks lined with feathers ; and lays two eggs, 

[potted W'ith a darkifn color. The young take wing in the end of 
July. 

Great White Owl, Eilvj, Oi^^EIEs^s Foj.\ — Du Pratz^ iu 91.— j2i. Snowy. 
ginia.”^Ph, ^Jranj, in. 5S9. 

Great SpecUoi Ovvh Egede, Qi Cinland, 64. 

Sti'ix Nyden, Harfa ng, Faun. Succ. 76. — B. i. 387. -LahtunZ- 132. 

N" 17 — Bl. Mus.— Lev. Mi/s. 

^ With a head lefs in proportion than other Owls : irides yel- 
low: whole plumage of a fnowy whitenefs, fometimes pure, 
oftener marked with dufky fpots : the legs and feet covered warmly 
to the very claws with long fnowy feathers of the moil delicafe and 
elegant texture : the claws are of a fine contrafting blacknefs, very 
large and very crooked. Its length two feet; but it varies greatly Size. 
in weight, from three pounds to one and a half. 

It inhabits the coldeft parts of America, even as high as the re- Place. 
tnote mountains in the icy centre oi Greenland ■, from v/hich, in in- 

tenfc 
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SNOWY OWL. 


ccnfe cold, it migrjites to the Ihotes, It adds horror even to that 
country, by its hideous cries, refembiiog thofe of a man in deep 
difti'efs. 

It is rare in the temperate parts of Jmerka, and fi'ldom ftrays 
as low as Penjylvania or Louifiam, yet has been frequently feen by 
Dodor Gard&ii in the fukry climate of South Carohpa^ among the 
groves of 'Palmetto trees, or the Chamerofs bumilis which line the 
fhorcs from the Capes of Fknda quite to Charleftown. There they 
lurk during day, and fally out in queft of prey dining night. Is 
very common in Hudjon’s Bay, in Mn&ay, and Laplofui It fears 
not the rigor of the kafotT, but bears the cold of the northern 
regions the whole year. It Hies by day, and is fcarrely to be dlilin- 
guilhed from the fnow ; it flies pretty fwiftly, and falls perpendj 
cularly on its prey. Feeds on the White Grous, and probably 
on the Flares j for to die lad circumftance it owes its Sived'fo name, 
Harfang. It preys ahb on Mice, and Carrion; and in Uudfons 
Bay is almoft domeftic, harboining in places near the tents of the 
Indians, 

Is fcarce in Ruffia ; grov/s more common on the Uralian moiin- 
tains, and all over the north and eaft of Sihria, and in its Afiatic 
empire, even in the hot latitude of Afirakan f j are very numerous 
in Kamtjehatka, 

• Lw. Sp, PI. It. 16157. — See aUb Journal 1765, p. 

t Extraiti, i. 91. it. i|z. 








BARRED, AND flAWK OWL. 


“ ^ 1 ^ ^ 

0 ^ Wkl 4 a pale yellow bili» befet with ftmng brifUes : iri4tfs ycL 
Ib^; circlets whitiaji barred with duJky linei»; bead, bacl«;, 
'covem of the wmgs, aud the breaft, barred with dark brown, and 
white tinged with yellow ^ the primaries with black and white ; the 
belly widte, marked downwardi with lung ftripcs of deep brown ; 
rail barred with broad bands of black, and narrower of while: 
wings reach only half the lengtli of the tail , feet feathered to the 
claws. 


A large fpccies, two fetlongj the extent four. Weight three 
pounds. 

Inhabits IJudJji'i Ay-, and New Tork, Preys on Harei, Gious, 
Mice, &c. 


Ljttk H mk Owl, Edv. . h} i. i ^ N* 29 ; i N” 30 ; 1 47, N“ 36 j 

X ^Phiu Tt^nJ, Ixi ^85. 

Le Clut luLiut Je Canada* l Bufj u, x 39 x 

ClioutW a longue ,|ueue de Sibirie, PL EnK 463.-— Lev. Mirb. 

0 Wnh yellow nides; head finely fpotted with diifky and 
pure white; back lirowa, with a few laige white fiiots; pu- 
maries of a deep brown, regularly fpotted withwiiiie on each wtb, 
upper pan of tiie bicad white; lower part and belly bailed with 
bfown; tail very long, and tuneifoiiTt, moi Led with bioad bar^ of 
blown, and narrow of w'hite: fett protefled with teathei s to the 
claws. 

Length feventecn inches. Weioiit twelve ounres. Nevci 
hatches above two young at a time; which, for Ionic inontlis after 
flight, retain a rufty brown plumage. ^ 


I'j 

Itz, JSARRfD 
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White. 


Place 


WHITE OWL. 

This rpecies is common to North America^ Denmark, and Sweden. 
The Savages who come down to Hudjon’s Bay, call it Cahetitutch, 
It flies high, like a Hawk, and preys by day on the White Grous. 
Like the Short-eared Owl, will hover over the nofturnal fires. Is a 
bold bird j will attend the fowler, and often deal the game he has 
fliot, before he can pick it up. Was feen by the navigators near 
Sandwich found, in let. 6i north. 

This bird is very frequent in all Sihiria, and on the v/efl: fide of 
the Urallan chain, as far as Cajan and the Volga : not in Ruffia, 


Tuidara, Margnxve, 205. 

Barn OwJ, Clayton s Virgh, •»PhtL Trauf* in. 589. 

White Owl, Br. ZooL i. N ® 67. — Latham^ i. 138. 

Strix Flaminca, Faun. Puts. N" 73. 

L’EfFrai-?, ou L’EflVafaie, T)c 366.pl. xxvi . — PL Eni. 

Mui— B l. Mus. 


O. With a w'hite bill ; duflcy irides : head, back, and coverts of 
wings, of a pale beautiful yellow, with two grey and two white 
fpots placed alternately on each fide of tlie lhafcs : bread and iielly 
wholly white: interior fides of the feathers of the tail white; ex- 
terior marked with obfcure duflcy bars : legs featliered : feet covered 
with fliorc hairs, Lcngth fourteen inches. WTight eleven 
ounces. 


Tins bird is common to North and South America, znAto Europe, 
W'hts found by the navigators near Sandwich found, lai. 6 1 north. 
Is rare in Sweden, and, I believe, not found farther north. Inhabits 
Ear tan. 'I'he Mongol and Kahnuc Tartars almod pay it divine ho- 
nors ; bccauie tiiey attribute to this Ipecics the prefervation ofthe 
foundicr of their empire, Cingis Khan, 'f hat prince with his finall 

army 



BROWN OWL, 

army happened to be furpnzed and pvit to flight by his enemies, 
and forced to conceal himfeifin a little co})pice : an Owl fettled on 
the bufli under which he was hid, and induced, his purfuers not to 
fearch there, as they thought it iiupoflible' any man could be con- 
cealed in a place where that bird woul'i perch. From thenceforth 
they held it to be facretl, and every one wore a plume of the feathers 
of this fpecies on his head. To this day the Kalmuca continue the 
cuftom, on all great fellivals ; and fome tribes iiave an idol in form 
of an Owl, to which they faften the real legs of one 


Brown Owl> Br. ZooL i. 6 c),^Lathamf 140 . — De Buffoti, i. i.^Pi EnL 

438. 

Stdx Ulula, Faun. Suec. N" 78.-- Bl. Mus.— Lev. Mus. 

^ With dark hazel irides ; head, wings, and back, of a deep 
* brown fpotted with black: coverts of the wings and fcapulars 
varied with white fpots : bread of a pale alh-co!or, marked with 
diifky jagged drokes pointing downwards; feet feathered to 
the claws, LENcrti about fourteen incites. Weight nineteen 
ounces. 

Inhabits Newfoundland: rare in Rujfta: unknown in Sibiria: 
found in Sweden and Norway f . 

• Extrails. ' t Brunnich, N® 19, 


N n 
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125, Brown. 


pL.vct. 


VoL. I. 


Little 
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LITTLE OWL, 


u5. Little, 


Placl’, 


Little Owl, Br, ZogI i, N® 70. — Dc Buffcn, 5 - 377 * 

Strix Pafierina, Faun. Suec. N® 79. — Laihamy i. 149, N® 3S, 39 > I S^> 4 ^* 

—El. Mus. — Lev, Mus. 


^ With pale yellow irides : bill whitifli brown : head light 
brown fpeckled with white : back, and coverts of the wings, 
and fcapulars, of the fame color, marked in parts with white fpots : 
the brcaft whitifh, varied with ruft-color : tail barred with white, 
and marked regularly on each web with circular white fpots ; feet 
feathered to the claws. It varies in length, from eight to feven 
inches. The fmalleft I have feen is from Nova Scotia j which has 
white circlets about the eyes, and fewer white fpots on its plu- 
mage. 

Inhabits from Hudjon's Bay to New Tork. Called by the natives 
of the firft, Sbipmcjpijh. I.ives in all feafons among the pines: 
builds its neft half way up the tree : lays two eggs. Are moft 
folitary birds. Keep clofe in their retreat the whole day ; but are 
moft aclive moufers during niglit. Frequent in Rujfm ; lefs fo in 
Sibiria. 

The Little Owl appears in Sweden with the firft rays of the 
fun : its voice is a mofl acute whiftle, by the imitation of whichj 
fmall birds are readily coileftcd together. 


» E A R E D- 



SCANDINAVIAN, AND TAWNY OWL. 



♦EARED. 

Scandinavian Eared Owl, Strix Scandiacn, Smc . izo . 

0 With the plumage entirely white, fprinkled with bl-.ck fpots. 

Size of a Turky : in all rtfpefts like the Snowy Owl, except 
the ears. 

Inlrabits the Lapland alps. Mentioned by Linnaeus who fecms 
to take liis defcription from a painting of Eudkck’a ; but its cxiflence 
is confirmed by Mr. ‘Terming of Drontbeim*. 

♦♦EARLESS. 

6. Tawny Owl, i>r. T^ooL I N® b^^^Lathatn, i. 139. 

Strix Stridula, Skrik Uggla, Faun. Suer, N® 77. — PI. EnL 437.--*-Lh v. Mus* 

0 With a plain head : diiflcy irides : plumage of the head, and 
the whole upper part of the body, tawny, fpotted and powdered 
with dufky fpots : breaft and belly yellowifli, mixed wdth white, 
marked downward with dufky ftreaks : tail blotched, barred, and 
fpotted with pale raft-color and black : toes feathered to tire claws. 
^y£^GHT nineteen ounces. 


■* Rariora NofuegiiC, in Amcen, Acad. vii. 479- 

N n 2 


Inhabits 
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Place, 
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SWEDISH OWL. 

Inhabits Europe, as far as Sweden. Frequent in the fouth ofRuJJia, 
and dcfcrts of Eartary j and breeds in the nefts of Rooks. None in 
Sihiria : a fufpicion that it is found in Hudjon's Bay ? 


C. Swedish. 

Slrix Aluco of LiNNylius; La IMoie, de Buffon, i. 358; 

PI. Enl. 441, is a bird oi Sweden. I never met with it, there- 
fore borrow the defcription from Mr. Latham’s Ornithology. 

The head is large ; irides dulky ; circle of feathers round the eyes 
greyifh ; upper part of the body deep iron grey, fpotted with black 
and white : bread and belly white, fti iped down wdth ragged black 
ftrokes : legs anti feet covered with feathers, white, with numerous 
black [peeks : tail barred with reddifh alh and black : the firil 
feather of the wings exceeds the reft by two or three inches : the 
wings reach beyond the end of the tail. 

I'his fpecies lays, in April, from tliree to five eggs, of a fnowy 
whitenefs : the young are blind to the tenth day, and are covered 
with filthy red warts. TJie female parent feeds them with mice. 
They fly towards the end of July. The note of the young is like 
the noife of granfliing one’s teeth. I’he old fly in the mod quiet 
manner, and make no fort of noife: they feed on fmall birds, but 
vetches have been found in their ftomach. In the dimmer they 
live in the w'oods ; tow'ards winter return to the neighborhood ol 
hoiifes. It refufes to eat in captivity, and lofes its life with its li- 
berty. If one of its young is taken away, it removes the reft to ano- 
ther place. 


D. SpOTTEO. 



SPOTTED OWL. 
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p. Spotted. 

POCTOR 'Ter^malmy an able ornithologift, refident near Stock- 
holm, lately difcovered a new fpecies of Owl, of the fize of a 
Blackbird. The bill dufky, tipped with white; from its corners, 
to each eye, is a line of black: the irides yellow*, the circlet of 
feathers round the eyes is white, mixed with dufky ; head grey, 
ftriped with white, and furrounded with a dufley circle fpotted with 
white and dufky ; primaries dufky, barred with white ; breaft and 
belly white, varied irregularly with duflcy marks : tail above, of a 
dufky grey, flriped with white : toes feathered to tire claws ; grey, 
with pea-fltaped fpots of white. 


0 R D E R 



GREAT SHRIKE. 
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ORDER II. PIES, 


IV. S H R I K E. Gen. Birds IV, 

127. Qreat. r„.eat Shrike, Br. Zool. i. N' 71. 

L;inius I'lxcubitor, Warfogcl, Faun. Suec. N° Zo.—^Latham, i. 160. 

While WliKky John, Phil. Tranf. kii. 386. 

La Pic-grieche Giife, Ih Bujf'cn, i, 296. pi. x.X.~—Pl. Enl. 4.45.~Lev', Mus. 

S W ith a black bill and kgs : cinereous crov/n, hind part of 
• the neck, and back : cheeks white, croffed from die bill v/ith 
a bar of black : under fide, from chin to tail, white, marked witli 
femicircular lines of a pale brown : Idler coverts black ; thofe on 
the joints of the wings afh-color : primaries black, marked with a 
fingle band of black ; fccondaries tipt with vchite : the tail cunei- 
form j the two iTiiddle feathers black, the tips of the next on each 
fide white j on the reft the white prevales, till the exterior, when 
the black almoft entirely vanillies ; beyond each eye of the female 
is a brown bar. 

PiACL. Inhabits A'ori/h America, from Hudjon's Bay to Louifiana. In 

lludjoiis Bayy lives in the woods remote from ftigres, and is the 
firft bird there wliich brings out its young in the fpring. Makes 
its neft with dry grafs or bents, and lines it thickly with feathers : 
lays feven eggs, of a pale blue color, blotched with brown. 

Is frequent in Rujfiay but does not extend to Sibiria } yet one was 
taken by our navigators within Bering’s ftraits, in /<?/. 66, on the 
Jfiatk lide of the Frozen Sea. Has the fame manner of transfix- 
ing and tearing its prey as the Englijh kind. 

J 


S. With 



black-crowned, crested, and natka shrike., 
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g With the bill, legs, crown, and fides of the head, back, and u3. Black- 
* coverts of wings, black ; primaries black, marked with a finall ‘ 

fpot of white, and another on the ridge of the wing; throat, cheeks, 
and vent, pure white : breaft and belly tinged with aiti-color : tail 
longj middle feathers black; the reft marked at their ends with 
white, which increafes to the exterior; in which the black alrnoft 
vanidics. Rather inferior in fi/e to the laft. 

Inhabits North America. Seems to be La Pie Griejehe ik la LouL Flaci . 
f.anC} Brijfont ii. 162 ; Latham, i. 162. 


Lanlus Canadcnlss, Lin. SyJ}. 134.^ — De Bnffon, i. 316. — PL EnL 47 fig. 2.— ny, CaEsrEn, 
Latham^ i* 182. 

La Pie Griefchc de Canada, BriJJhn, ii. 171 — Lev. Mas. 

g With black bill and legs; head adorned with a redditli creft; 

cheeks dufky, fpotted with white ; hind part of neck and back 
browm, inclining to red : throat and breall of a yellowifli red : belly 
and vent of a fine afh-color: coverts of the wings black, edged 
with white ; primaries with white on their exterior fidcs ; tail black, 
bordered on each fide, and tipt with white. LencTii fix inches 
and a half; Extent about eleven. 

Inhabits Canada. I’i.ace. 

^ With the bill flightly incurvated at the end, black, except the (30. Natka. 

upper half of the lower mandible ; crown, low'cr part of the 
upper fide of the neck, and the back, black ; over each eye is a 
white line, extending to the very nape ; beneath that one of black; 
from chin to vent is wholly white ; a narrow white circle <iuitc en- 

compall'es 
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R E D - B A C K li D SHRIKE. 


compares the neck ; lefier coverts of the wings black ; greater 
white, more or Icfs dallied down the fliafts with black : primaries 
diiiky, fringed w'ith yellowifli brown j fecondaries black, edged 
and tipped with white : tail black, a little rounded ; the four out- 
moft feathers tipped with white : rump cinereous, the edges of the 
feathers grey: legs black. I-knctii feven inches one-iourth. 
Place. Brought from Natka found in North Amerka. Communicated 

to me by Mr. Latham^ who deferibes it (vol. i. p. i6^) under the 
name ot the Northern, 

B/\ ZooJ, i. 72. — Lath am f i, 167. 

Laniui Colluiio, Faun. Suec. Si » 

Pic-grieche de la LoiwianCf De Uu^onf i. ^,07. — FL Eni 397.— 'I, KV. Mus. 

^ With grey crown and rump : ferruginous back and coverts of 
wings : black line acrofs the eyes ; bread and belly rofeate : 
tail black; exterior feathers edged with white: head anti upper 
pair of the Female dirty ruft- color; line over the eyes the lame 
color : bread and belly dirty white, marked with dufky femicirculur 
lines. Length feven inches and a half. 

^cAcr.. Inhabits ; not Si Aria. ^o\\nd \n Sweden ‘Ant\ Chrijlianjk. 

The Count De Buffon fays, he rcceivetl one from Lomfuma. I 
imagine, that, as the Norwegians give the Great Shrike and this a 
name, that they may be found in their country. The fird they call 
Klarert, the lad Hanvark, Mr. Ekvmrk has oblervcd both oi 
them, only during dimmer, in Eaji Gothland ; but is not certain 
wliether they v/inter. Each fpecies appears in Italy in the fpring; 
retires in autumn. 

The Reu-backed Shrike returns to Sweden the latter end of 
Ayirk: makes its ned in low bullies, in form of a cup, near a Ojuartcr 
of a yard in diameter, of wool, foft dry grafs, &c. with amazing arc. 

The 


I \ R ED- 
BACK £15. 



GREY SHRIKE. 
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The young are long before they fly : the talk of feeding the young 
rcfts chiefly on the female ; and principally die food confifts of in* 
feels of yhe hymenoftera order. Their food is not confined to thofe, 
for Mr, Oedman has feen about the nefts the erXUZ'U of thoufands of 
hornets. The female defends its neft floutly, yet at other times is 
very timid: the male with great affedion feeds its mate, when the 
latter is on the duty of incubation ; and during that tiiue is rarely 
feen at home. When the female has quitted the aelf, die male un- 
dertakes the care of the young ; iitting for their protedion in the 
top of fome neighboring tree : the female fits in fearful fiicncc 
its mate elevates its voice. This fpecies feeds chiefly on infeds, 
f ldom on fmall birds.— Mr. Oedrmf. 



Lnniu5 Ncngeta, Li>t. Sr/I. iyy~~Laihim, i. 

Grey Pyc of Bra/H, Eikv. 318, 

* 

g With the crown, hind part of the neck, back, and coverts of 
the wings, deep cinereous : a black line pafle.s from the bill 
through the eyes to the hind part of the head: g) eater coveits and 
fecondarles black, tipt w'ith dirty white j primaries black : breelt 
and belly light alii-color ; tail black j ends of the outmolf leat.u r> 
white. Much larger than the common Great Shiikc > 

and diflers fpecifcally. 

Vot. I 0 0 


lnhabil;s 



Place, 


Place. 


lesser grey shrike. 

Inhabits Rufia, but is more frequent in Slbiria ; where it lives 
in the forefts the whole winter. Taken and tamed by the fowlers j 
and kept by the Ruffians for the diverfion it affords in die manner 
of killing its prey. They ftick a rod with a fharp point into die 
wall of a room, on which the Shrike perches. They turn loofc 
a fmall bird, w'hich the former inftantly feizes by the throat, 
ftranglcs, and then fpits it on the point of the ftick, draw ing it on 
with its claws and bill. Thus it ferves as many as are turned to 
it, and afterwards cals them, thus fufpended, at its leifure *, The 
Germans ftyle it IVurchangel, or the Suffocating- an gel. The old Eng- 
Iff, W'ariangel, which fignifies a bird of fome very mifehievous 
qualities j as is evident from Chaucer. 

'Flus Sompnour, which that was as ful of janglc-s, 

As ful of venime ben thife Wariangks 


Lesser Grey, Pie Giieche Dc Buffon, i. ErL 32. 

g With the forehead black : a black line erodes the eyes, like 
as in the former : head, hind part and ftdes of the neck, back, 
and coverts of wings, cinereous, paleft on the rump : ridge of the 
wing white *. primaries black, with a white fpot near the bafe j fe- 
condaries black, tipt with white ; throat white ; breaft and belly 
tinged with rofe-color : tail marked like the preceding. 

Inhabits Ruffia, but not Sibiria, Found in Italy and Spain. 

* Edwards, GV. p. 233* 

t The Frercs Uih.^Ful of venime, becaufe it was believed, that the thorn on 
which it ftuck its prey was venomoust 


V. PARROT. 



CAR-OLINA PARROT. 


V. PARROT. Celt. Birds V, 


Parrokeeto, La^vJhj^ x^z.'^Lathmiy L 227.— Lev. Mi;>. 
Parrot of Carclina, Cuicfiyy i, i\,--Du Prat^y ii. 88. 
Piittacus Carolinenfis, Lin, SjJt, \d^\,->^BriJjony xv. 350, 
La Perrache a tete jaunc, Dt Buffon, vi. 274. 

Le Papegai a tetc auroie, Bnjjony vi. 247. 


P With the forehead, ridge of the wings, and feathers round 
• the knec.s, orange : head and neck yellow ; back, body, and 
coverts of wings and tail, green : primaries du(ky, mixed with blue 
and green ; the upper exterior fides edged with yellow ; tail very 
long and cuneiform ; legs white. Length thirteen inches. 
Weight three ounces and a half 
Inhabits the Ibuthcrn parts of North /hnerica, but never appears 
liighcr than Virginia, It is in general a migratoiy bird, even in Ca- 
rolina ; arriving at the feafbn when mulberries are ripe, which they 
are very fond of, and which are the earlieft fruits of the country, 
except ftrawberries. They infell, in autumn, the apple-orchards 
in vnift flocks, and make great havock by fplitting the fruit for the 
hike of the kernels only, being very greedy of tJiern, aixl the feeds 
of cyprefs, and other trees, 'fhey devour too the buds of the 
birch. 

Few of thelb tender birds continue in Carolina the whole- 

year. They breed in hollow trees, in low iwampy grounds. W/icn 
taken, they eafily grow tame, but do not IpeaL Their inteftincs 
nrt iaixi r.o be a fpeedy poifon to Cats. 

0 o 2 Tiie 
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C$2. Casorina. 


Pi. ACE. 
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Egos, 


133, Illinois^ 


Place, 


Latitudes of 
Fariiots, 


ILLINOIS PARROT, 

The eggs of Parrots are roundilh, and generally of a pure white; 
thofe of the Maccaws fpotted, like the eggs of a Partridge. The 
number ufually two ; yet the Count De Buffen gives an inftance of 
a Perroquet, in a (late of confinement, which laid four eggs every 
Ijuing, during five or fix years : one of the eggs was addle ; the 
others productive *. 


Tui-apeta-jube, Margraojey 206, N* 2 . — IViL Orn. 116. — Rail, Syn. Jv, 34.* 
De Biiffvfh vi. 269 . — PL EnL i. 228, 

Pfitticus Pertinax, Lin. Syft* 142. 

La Perruche Ilhuoife, BriJJhny iv. 553. 
ydlow-facecl Parrot, E.Lw* 234. 

J) With a cinereous bill: orange -colored hides ; forehead, 
cheeks, and fometimes the hind part of the head, of a rich 
orange : crown, upper part of the body, tail, and coverts of the 
wings, of a fine green : primaries green, edged externally with 
blue ; breaft and belly of a yellowilh green ; vent yellow : tail very 
long and cuneiform. Of the fame fize with the former. 

Inhabits the interior parts of North America^ in the country of 
the Illinois, fouth of lake Michigam : it is alfo met with in the Bra- 
zils. Is a lively bird ; but its voice not very articulate. Father 
Charlevoix met with fomc on the banks of the 'Thcatiki, a river that 
rifes a little fouth of lake Michigam, and runs into the Miffifipi. He 
fays, that thofe he law were only ftragglers, which migrated before 
winter ; but that the main body pafled the whole year on the bor- 
ders of the Miffifipi f . 

The Count De Btiffion confines the whole genus of Parrots to ex- 
actly tvrenty-five degrees on each fide of the Equator It always 


Oif. vi. j j 5. 


f feurnal Hi/hrijiie, \i. 124. 


t Ot/. vi. 82. 

gives 



ILLINOIS PARROT. 

gives me pain to differ in opinion with fo illuftrious a character; 
but I muff produce my authorities of their being common at far 
greater diftanccs. On the continent of America, two fpecies have 
been obferved by the Spaniards about trinity Harbour, in the South 
Seas, in north lat. 41, 7 *. Dr. Forjter faw, in the raw, rainy lati- 
tude of Dujky Bay, in New Z^ealand, 46 Ibuth, two kinds. In the 
neighborhood of Botany Bay, in New Holland, in fouth lat. 34, five 
fpecies were difeovered ; among which, die greater variety of the 
fulphur-crefted Cockatoo appeared in amazing multitudes. But 
what is moft wonderful, a fmall fpecies of this tender genus is to be 
met with as low as Port Famine, in the ftreights of Magellan, in 
fouth lat. 53. 44 f, in flocks innumerable. They inhabited the 
vaft forefts of the country. Their food muff be confined to buds 
and berries ; for no fort of fruit-trees have been obferved there. 
The forefts likewife were frecjuently bounded by mountains, pro- 
bably cloadied with eternal fnow. 

^ Barrington's MiJcelianieSi 489.491, 

f See Spiibergen's Voy. in Purchase i, 80; WootPsy in D ampler' s Voy, 112; and 
Byron's, in Ha^iukefworth's Coll. 1. 38. Befides thefc authorities, Lieut. Core (lince 
Captain) and Mr. Eel^ards, now lurgcon at Caernar'Von,^N\iO failed with Mr, Byroriy 
confirmed to me the exiftence of thefe birds in the ftreights of Magellan. 
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RAVEN, 


VI. C R O W. Gen. Birds XII. 


JJ4. Raven'. j?f. i. N” 74. 

Corvus Ccrav, Liu. SyJJ. 155. 

Korp, Faun, Sutc. N“S5. — Leans, z\0.— -Faun. Grotnl. p. (sz,— Latham, i. 367 
— Dc Buffon, iii. 13 — Lev. Mus. 

C V\'it:h the point of the bill a little incurvated, with a final! 

• tooth on each fide, of a black color, gloffcd with blue. It 
varies to white, and to pied. In the I'erce iiles is a breed which 
are black and white, and are faid to keep in a place feparate from 
the common kind 

Size. I'hc largeft of die genus. Weighs three pounds. Length two 

feet two inches. 

Place. Very numerous as far north as Finmarky Iceland, and Greenland, 

where it frequents the huts of the natives, and feeds on the offals 
of the Seals |. Preys in concert with the White Bear, Ardic Fox, 
and Eagle. Devours the eggs of birds, efpecially the Ptarmigan: 
eats jhore-filb, and fliell-fidi : drops the lafl from on high to break 
them, and get at the contents. Turns round in the air, and is dex - 
terous ; changes its prey front its bill to its feet, or front its feet to 
its bill, by way of eafe. Eats alio berries, and, when almoft fi- 
miflted, dried Ikins and excrements. Nellies on high rocks, which 
overhang and afford a canopy. Couples in March-, lays in April 
Each prefeiwes a diilrid to itfelf. The male fits in the day; the 
female in the night : the former deeps clofe by its mate. Have 

* BrmnUk, p. 8. f E^edf, 64. 

ftrorig 
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llrong affcttlon to their young brood. Hearing its croaking 
echoed, repeats it j as if admiring its own note. At apj^roach of 
ftorms, collets under (helter of rocks. 

Caught by the natives. Its fleth is eaten. The flvins reckoned 
the beft for cloathjng: the wings iifed for bruflies : the quils Ipiit, 
are made into fiihing-lines. They .alfo inhabit Nezofouudiand, and 
now and then appear as low as Virginia and Carolina *. 

This bird is, among the American favages, an emblem of return 
of health. Their phyficians, or rather magicians, when they viht 
a Tick perfon, invoke the Raven, and mimic his croaking voice f. 
The northern Indians, on the contraiy, deteft this and all the Crow 
kind ij;. It inliabits Kamijebatka and Sihiria j but not "dthin tlie 
Afuitic Arctic regions. 

The Rav£n in winter lives in Sweden, in flocks, near the Ihorcs 
of the fea, to fupport itfclf on whatfoever the waves fling up. The 
rullics efteem it a bird of ill omen, efpecially when it is heard 
croaking near the houfes of the flek. They fearfliooting this bird, 
under a notion that it will fpoil their gun, — Mr, Oedman, 


Br. Zool i, N" 75 i— Latham, \. 370. 135, C,vRRIO^'. 

Blaae Raage, Brunmek, 29. 

Corvuf) Corone, Faun. Suec. 86, 

La Corbine, ou rCcrncillc, Dr hi, 4;. — PL EnL 483.— -Lev, Mus, 

^ M ith the plumage wholly black, glolTed with violet : bill 
ftrong, thick, and .arched ; noftrils covered with flrong black 
briftles ; ends of the feathers of the tail (lightly pointed. Length 
eighteen inches and a half. Weight from twenty to twenty- two 
ounces §. 

* La<wfon^ 139, 

§ Voyage, i. 121* 
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CARRION CRO W. 


PtAcK. Inhabits the province of New Tork, and the inland parts of//«i. 

Jon's Bay. Mr. Blackburn obferved, drat it retains there the fame 
manners as the European fpecies ; and never migrates from New 
York. Mr. Kai. m fays, that they ily in gre it numbers, and have a 
cry much rell-mbling the Rook *. By his accountj they appear of 
a mixed nature, feeding not only on grain, but on carrion j and are 
alfb very pernicious to yoving poultry. ' Like Rooks, they pull up 
the corn of the country, die new-fowa maize; and, when it ripens, 
pick a hole in the leaves which liirround the ears, expofing it to 
conuj'tion, by letting in tlie rain, 'fhe inhabitants of Pevjylvania 
and New 'JeJey v/erc wont to pi-oicrihe t'lem, fetting three pence, 
or four pence cn the head of raci) Crew ; but the law was foon 
repealed, becauf'e ot the great expcnce it brought on the public 
fiuck f. Mr. Kaiiu alfo remarks this agreement with the Rook 
fpecies, that tliey fettle much on tiecs, both in February and the 
ip! ing. 

I'hcfc biids are fo rare in Sweden, drat Linn.-eus gives only one 
inllance of its being killed in his country, Yet it is found in tivc 
dioede o( Brcnthcim, and in the Yerse illands. They are fcarce in 
RuJJia i and only in the north. Grow more common in Sibirw. 
and are found plentifully beyond tiie Lena, where the Hood.ed 
Ciow cenues. Was obferved about Botany Bay, in New Ikllmid^ 
ami is met widi in the Philippine ides ;jl, 

The Carrion Crow is never feen faithcr north than Norejin, 
hit, 58, 4-5.— Mr. Ocdiman. 
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MAGPIE, AND CINEREOUS CROW. 

Sr. Zoel. i. N° 78 — Latham, i. 392. — I)e Buftm, iii. 85. 136. Ma 

Corvus Pica, Skata, Skiura, Skara, Fami.Suec. N”92,~Lr.v. Mi’s, 

^ Variegated with black and white, the black moft beautifully 
gloflcd with green and pwple : the tail very long, cuneiform, 
black, refplendent with the lame rich colors as the body. Length 
eighteen inches : weight nine ounces. 

Viflts lludjon's Bay, where tlie natives call it One ta-kee JJke, or 
the Heart-bird. It migrates, and but feldom appears there ^ 

Is found in Europe, as high as IVardhuys, in lat. 71 It is Piac 

t'ftcemed there an augural bird. If it perches on the church, it is 
i'uppofed to portend the death or removal of the minifter : if on 
the caftle, that of the governor f. Tltc Magpies fwarm in the 
femperate parts of Ruffia. Common in Sibiria, and even as far as 
Kamtjehatka, and the ifles. 

Con US Canadenfis, Lin. — Lculuvrh i. 137. Cirik 

I.e Gcay Brua dc Canada, BriJfonj li. 54. — Dc Bujjln, 117. — Lev. Me 

^ With a black bill, ftrong, ftrait, notched near the end of tlte 
upper mandible ; noftrils covered with a tuft of whitilh fea- 
thers refiedted downwards : the forehead, cheeks, and under pan, of 
the body, of a dirty reckhih w hite : the feathers on the crown lojig 
and black, forming a fpecics of crclt, like that ol the L;!gl:jh Jay ; 
the plumage on the back brown, fiiky, loole, and unwebbed, like 
that of the Jay; wings black: tail long, cuneiform, black; the 
dvrec outmoft leathers tipt with dirty white: legs black. Leng'j'.o 
near eleven inches ; extent liftecn. Weight tw’o ounces and a iialf. 

• Phil. Tiavj: Ixii. 387. t LcMh - 4 ‘- 
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Inh;\bits lludjon's Bajy Newfoundlandy and Ciinaday and tlie woods 
f)n the wedern coafts of America. Thofc birds breed early in 
fpring : their nefts are made of fticks and grafs, and built in pine- 
trees, They Jiavc two, rarely three, young ones at a time. Their 
eggs are blue. The young are quite black, and continue fo for 
fr)nac time. I'hcy fly in pairs. The male and female are per- 
fedly alike. They feed on black mofs, worms, and even tlelli. 
WliCn near habitations or tents, they are apt to pilfer every thiiig 
they can come at, even fait meat. They are bold, and come iiito 
the tents to eat victuals out of the diflres, notwithftanding they have 
their hoard of berries lodged in tire hollows of trees. They watcli 
pci'fjfis baiting the traps for Martins, and devour the bait as foon 
as they turn their backs. Thefe birds lay up llores for the winter; 
and are Icldom fetm in "Jannayy, unlefs near habitation.s ; they are a 
kind of mock-bird. When caught, they pine away, and die, tho' 
their appetite never fails them *. Dctelled by the natives (;f 
Hudwn's Bay. 

>3, Bi. ii£, Chr:lo>' ^ Fininid?, — PA 7 . ' 7 /vf.v/h iii. spo.— 1. 4. 1, 

lilii? jd.}', (laujAAf i- 15- — E.hv. iiS), — 1. 386. 

Cor\ us Cddildtu-', Lin. U'v;?. 

\dd (/Cay I>!cu dj CaTidUa, B nffoUy ii. Erfo?!, iii. \20. — Bl. Mi'-' 

IvIu.. 

f'' With a llrong thick bill ; head adorned with a rich blue 
crcit : a flripe of black from the bill extending beyond tne 
eee.s : throat and cheeks white: neck furrountied with a black col- 
lar : breafl. of a pale vinaceou.s red ; belly white : back of a pale 
putyhe : coverts of the wings asid fecondarics, of a rich blue, 

• Mr. Iliitchint. 

bcaiitdiillv 
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beautifully barred witfi black j tire fccondaries, and one Oixler of 
the coverts, tipt with white : tail long and Cuneiform, barred witli 
blue and black ; the tips of all v/hitc, excepting thole of the two 
middlemorr : legs black. Lcncth twelve inciies. 

Inhabits Nczvfaiouiland, and as far i'outli as Cayoliria. Has Pc *(e. 

die fame adions and jetting inc-tion as tlie EwjJ.ifb j;iy, but its cry 
is lefs harfli. It feeds on fiuits and benies, and conunonly fpoils 
more than it cats. It is particularly loiui of the berries (vf the bay- 
leaved Simlax. Refides in the country all the year. .L.avs in May 
five or fix eggs, of a dull olive with nifty Ijiots. 

^ With a crefted licad : bill, neck, and back, idack ; Jclier co- >,’9- Snuu..'' 

verts of the wings dufky i the others of a lich refpiendent 
blue: exterior w'cbs of the primaries of the fame color j the inner 
duficy ; the fccondaries of a beautiful ricli biiu-, croflLl w ith narrow 
black bars, remote from each oilier : the nimii, belly, anti breail, 
of a dull blue: tail very long, cuneiform, and of a nne glofiy blue.; 
the middle feathers (lightly barred. .Size of an lb:vlijh Jay. 

Inhabits the woods about Noolka or Gmjc found, in Nor/b /bic- Fi.acw 
rica. Ir had been before dilcovereti by Siclkr, when he landed on 
die fame fide of that continent. Defcribed from a fpecimen in th.e 
colk'dion of Sir Joseph Banks. 


Laihvii, i. 387., 
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A. Rook, Br, ZooL I. N® ji^.^^Latham, 5 . 372. 

Corvus Frugilegus, Roka, Faun. Suec. BuJhj, iii, 55, 

^ Black, glofled with purple ; a tinge of dull green over part 
of the tail : the ends of the feathers of the tail broad, and 
rounded; thofe of the Crow, acute: the bill ftraiter, flenderer, and 
weaker, than that of the Carrion Crow: the length two inches and 
a lialf; that of the latter only two inches and a quarter. The bill 
of the Crow is of a more intenfe black. The noftrils and bafe of 
the bill of the Rook naked, and whitilh, occafioncd by being often 
thruft under ground in fearch of food. The wtiGHX of both 
nearly the fame, about twenty-one ounces ; the length about 
eighteen inches : the extent of wings in the Rook three feet one 
inch and a half ; of the Crow, two inches and a half lefs *. 

PcAcr. The Rook has not been obferved in Sweden, except in tlie fouth-- 

ern province of Scania, and the ifie of Oland. It breeds there ; but 
is driven away by the feverity of the winter. No mention is made 
of it in the Dariijh or Norwegian Faunte. Is common in Rujfia, 
and the weft of Sibiria-, but there are none in the eaft. They 
migrate in the beginning of March to the environs of Woronejeb, 
and mingle with the common Crows f . 

• I once had the curiofity to compare the meafurements of thefe common birds, and 
found them as above ; but they arc often inferior in fixes to the fubjeds I examined, 
f Extrails, i- J03. 
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]] Hooded Cr. Zoo], i. 77.- — Latham^ i. 374. 

Corvus Cornix, Kraka, Faun, Suec, N° 88. 

Kmgc, Leemsy 239.— Buffon^ ui. 61. 


Q With black head, wings, and tail ; aHi-colored body. 

Inhabits Europe, as high as the Feroe iflands and Lnpmrk, Place. 
where it continues the whole year; but in the northern countries 
often retires to the ihores, where it lives on lliell-filh. Is very 
common in &\\ Rtiffia zndi Sihiria : none beyond the Lena. Mi- 
grates to Woronejch, and pafl'es the wintei- there. Grows very large 
beyond the Ob, and often varies to entire blackncis. This bird, 
and the Raven, in OSlober quit the Jith-dpine avoods, wliei-e they 
breed; and fpread all over the plains of Itdp. This fpecies extends 
to Spria, as do the Raven, Crowy Jackdaw', and Magpie 

It is very fingular, that the Hooded Crow, wlicn it migrates, at 
die approach of winter, out of Smoland, retires into Upland, a j)ro- 
vince three degrees to the north of the former : there it lives during 
winter, near the fhores, in the manner of the Raven. It is a bird 
detefted by the natives. Feeds on the eggs of the wild Geefe and 
Ducks. Is driven away from the ifles by the Black-bacred 
Gull. — Mr. Oedman. 

This fpecies, the Raven, Crow, Jackdaw, Pie, and Jay, pals 
their winter at Woronejeh f, removing probably from hotter as well 
as colder climates ; for three of the above can endure the levcreft 
cold. 


• Ruffcl's Aleppo, 69. t ExtraPis, i. ICO. 


C. Jackdaw, 
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JACKDAW, AND N U T C R A C K E R. 


C, Jackdaw, Hr. 7 .ccL i, 8i. — Lai ham, i, 378. 

Kail!, Faun. Siuc. N'^ 89 . — Dc IjufJony iii. 69. 

^ With wliitc irides ; hind part of the head light grey : breaft 
and belly dudcy afh : red of tlic bird black. I.e'ngth thir- 
teen inches. 

Peace. Inhabits as far north as Sondmor : is fometimes fecn in the Feroe 

iOes. Migrates from Smdend and Frfi Gothland the inonreirt that 
harv^efl ends ; and ntiirns in the fpring, attendant on the Stares. 
Winters about Upi/dL and pades the night in vaft flocks in ruined 
towers, cfpecially thofe of antient Upfal. Is Ickiom met witli be- 
yond Helfengdand^ a province lying between lat. 6i. and 62.33. 
Inhabits towers, but often ufes the deierted nefts of Woodpeckers. 
Common over all Ruffia and the wed of Sibiria. A few are 
feen beyond lake Baikal, Are migratory, unlel's in the foiith of 
RitJJia, 


D. Nutcracker, Br. ZW. li. App. p. 625. — Latham, i. 400.— £)c Buffon, iiL 122. 

Mcrula Saxatilis A! Hr. Av. ii. 284. 

Corvus Caryocatadch, Notweeka, Noikiakn, Faun. Suec, N^‘ 91. 

^ With primaries and tail black, the lad tiptw'ith white ; vent 
white ; red of the plumage of a ruily brown ; crown, and co- 
verts of the tail, plain; every other part marked with white trian- 
gular fpots. Size of a Jackdav/. 

Pea or, Is found as high as Sondmor. Common in the pine-foreds of 

Ruffia and SiKtia, and even in Kamljchaika, Lives on nuts anti 

acorns, 
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;icorns, and nn the kernels of pinc-cones. Nellies in the bodies 
of trees, which it perforates like the Woodpecker. 

The Nu'J'hreaker comes very late into Sweden', and (lays there 
till the nuts are gathered. Is nor to be feen beyond Upland. Hazel 
nuts rarely are to be met beyond Gefle, iat. 60. 45 ; they have indeed 
been planted, by Mr. Ik^/irom, at Skellefa, near the areiic cii'cle ; 
they endured t!tc winter, but did not bear fruit. I'iic nuts of Oland 
are greatly f)ught after in Sweden, and tiioughr there as fweet as 
almonds. — Mr. Oedrmu 


[ay, Br. Zo’J. i. N® 79. — Lath.'im, 1 . v‘^4. — B ifijii, iii. 107. 
Corvus Glandariiis, .Al'on.Tcrikn, Kcrnikrika, Suw. N® 90. 


^ Wdth a black fpot on each lldc of the moudi ; very long 
fcatliers on the head; body purpliOr alli; greater coverts of 
wings beautifully barred v/ith rich blue, black, and white. LcNtern 
thirteen inches. 

Is met with as high north as Not migratory. Common 

in the woods o( Ruffin and Sibiria ; but none beyond the Leena. It 
IS met with again in China. 

The J ay is eaten in Sweden ; and taken in fpnnges, baked 
with the berries of t!ie mountain ant, or Jorbns aiteiiparui , — kb',. 
Osdman. 


Place. 
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ROCK CROW. 


P, Rock, Greater Redllart, IVlL Ont. 197. ] 

La Paifie Solitaire, Behi Oyj\ 322. 

Codirofib Maggiore, Ohna^ ^Latham, u iii. ii. 

282, 

Stcin-Rotela, Gejn. A<v. 732. 


^ With crown, and neck above, and coverts of wings, brown 
and dirty' white. In the males, the middle of the back maiked 
with afpot, confiding of a bar of blue, black, and rud-colorcd : 
throat, bread, and belly, orange, fpottecl with white, and a few dufky 
fpots : two middle leathers of the tail dulky ; the reft ferniginoiis ; 
has the fame loofe filky texture of feathers as the Jay. Size of a 
Stare. 

Found as higli as tlie forefts of Litphind. Is called by the S-zvakst 
Lnppjkata and Olyckfugi ; by the Norivegians, Gertrndsfogel ; alJo 
Ulyksfueg!, from its being fuppofed to forebode ill-luck. Limiceus^ 
for the fame reafon, ftylcs it Lanins hfanjius ■, and in his Fauna, 
Corvus Infaujlus *. It 'is common in the woods of t|ie north of Rujjia 
and Sihiria. Is a mod: audacious bird. Limu’us relates, that in 
dining amidd the Lapland foreds, it would often fnatch away the 
meat before him. Breeds in crevices of rocks. Feeds on worms 
and infects. Sings finely, and is often preferved in cages for its 
long. 


* Sy/L 13S .— Suiw 9^. 
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ROLLER. Gen. Birds, XHI. 


6. Garrulous, Br. Zool. ii. App, p. 530 quarto, 624 o 0 ^vo.—L/tf/.’a»i, i. 406.— Z>r 
Bujfon, iii. 133. — Al.ir. i. 395. 

Coracias Garnila, Spanflc-kraka, Bla-kraka, Fmn. Suer. N'" 94, 


With a naked fpot beyond each ear; head, neck, back, 
breaft, belly, and greater coverts of the wings, of a light 
blnifli green; back ferruginous: coverts of the tail,}eflcr coverts of 
the wings, and lower parts of the fecondaries, of a rich blue ; pri- 
maries black above, blue beneath : midtile leathers of the tail dirty 
green ; tlie reft of a light blue ; the exterior featliers on each fide 
much longer than tlie reft, and tipt with black ; legs yellowilh. 
Size of a Jay, 

This elegant bird is found notfpread, but as if it were in a ftream, 
froit} the fouthern parts of Norzvay to Barhary and Senegal : from the 
fouth of Ruffia to the neighborhood of the Irtip, only, in that em- 
pire i and foutherly, to Syria In Sweden, it arrives with the 
Cuckoo-, retires at the conclufion of the harveftf. It makes its 
neft in the birch, preferably to all other trees and in places 
where trees are wanting, fuch as Malta and Barbary, it forms its 
neft in clayey banks. ZJnanni fays it lays five eggs, of clear green, 
fprinkled with innumerable dark fpecks §. It feeds on fruits, acorns, 

* Aleppo, 69. t Amain, Acad. iv. 5 S3. 

I Dc Bufjont iii* 139 * from this circumitance, one of its German names is Birck^ 
or the Birch Jay, 

1, Zinanni dclk Nova^ p. 68. tab. x. fig. 29. 

Vot. I. a q 


Plack. 
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and infeds. Is a fay bird; buf, at times, is fecn in company 
with Crows and Pics on the plough lands, picking up worms, 
and grains of corn. Schimnc'kfelt i'uys, that in autumn it grows 
very fat, and is cftecmctl as a delicacy*. It is remarkably 
ckimorous. Is migratory. M. Jchnifcv- obierved them in -Sene- 
yu/, in ilocks, in th.c month ox ocptonber^ aiid luppofes tltey winter 
t.hcrc f. 

• S'i’.pte, Z44, t /c;'. luigl. cd. 25. 107. 
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VII. ORIOLE. Gen, Birds XIV. 


Acolcfuchi , Ncvr Wfp. p. — Wii. Om. 395.— /w:;;.' -ypu Iv. i- >, R.“r?>-i.v 

Latham, l 4zS'. 

Bbck Bird (zd ip.) Lawfo/h 139* 

Red -winged Starling, C^/^yZj', i. 1 3.— Z).v il. 95. 

J.e 'rrouniiilc a .Aijle.s Rouge Briffon, ii. 97. 

I.e ComiTiandeur, Dd Bujhu id. -iV. E/il, 4.02. 

Oriolus Phaaiiceus, SyJI, i6u 

O Witli blackbill and legs : plumage of a fine jett)' blackncff , 

• except the coverts of the wings, which are of a bright 
fearlet, with the lowcft row white* Length ten inches, 'fhe Fe~ 

{VTAEEs arc of a dufhv color. 

l!)hi,ibit from riie province of New York to dn, kingdom ot 
Mexico. In North America they are I'allcd R<:;d-v]nged Starlings, 
ami Swamp Black-birds; in Mexico^ Coinmendadorcs., from their I'^d 
ihoulders, rcfimbling a badge worn Iw die comrnaiidors of a certain 
SpaniJJs order, 'riiat kingdom icenis t:o be their moil fouthera refx- 
f’encc. Tiu-y appear in New Tork \n April, and ka:vc the coun- 
try in Odfober. Tltey probably cominuc- the wb-oic year in the 
fxithern parts, at Idl Gaicjhy and I.awjo-i make n#!> meitti'nn of 
iheir tieparture. They arc Iccn in (locks innumerable, obfeuring 
at times the very n-cy witbi their multitudes. They v/ere eilecmet! 
the pell of the colonies, making molt drcadlul havock iimongtliC 
triaitie and otlicr grain, l)oth v/hen new fown, and wlicn ripe. T'lcy 
are very bold, and not to be tcrriried with a gun ; for, noiwitiiibiitd- 

Q q 2 Ing 
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ing the f()0!trman makes flaiighter in a flock, the remainder will 
take a Ihort flight, ami fettle again in the lame field. I'he farmers 
fometimes attempt their deflrudion, by fteeping the maize in a de- 
coclion of white Itellebore before they plant it. The birds which 
eat this prepared corn are feized with a vertigo, and fall down; 
which fametimes drives the reft awaiy. This potion is particularly 
aimed .againfl the Purple Grakles, or Purple Jackdaw, which 
conforts in myriads with this fpecies, as if in confpiracy againft the 
labors of tire hulbandman. I'he fowler feldom flioots among tire 
flocks, but Ibme of each kind fall. They appear in greatefl numbers 
in autumn, when tlicy receive additions from the retired parts of the 
country, in orrler to prey on the ripened maize. 

Some of the colonics have eflabliihed a reward of three pence a 
dozen for the extirpation of the Jackdaws: and in Is' c-'iv England, 
the intent was almofl; effected, to the coll: of the inhabitants ; who 
Uses. at length difeovered that Providence h.ad not formed even thefc 

fcemingly dcflrudive birds in vain. Notwithllanding they caiifed 
fuch havock among the grain, they made ample I'ecompcnce, by- 
clearing the ground of the noxious worms * with which it abounds. 
As loon as the birds were deftroyed, tire reptiles had full leave to 
multiply ; the confequence was the total lofs of the grafs, in 1 749 ; 
when the Neiv Englanders, late repentants, were obliged to get their 
hay from Pcnjylvania, and even from Great Britain. 
b’esr. The Red-winged Orioles build their neils in bulhes, and among 

the reeds, in retired fwamps, in the form of a hang-nefl ; leaving it 
fufpended at 1b judicious a height, and by lb wondrous an inflincf, 
that the higheft floods never reach to dcflroy it. The nelt is ftrong, 
made externally with broad grafs, a little plaftered ; thickly lined 

• Tae Caterpillar of the Bruchus Fiji, or Pcafe Beetle, in particular. See Kulm, i. 
i?3- 

with 
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with bent or withered grals. The eggs are white, thinly and irre- 
gularly ftreaked with black. 

Fernandez, lays, that in Mexico they build in trees near towns ; 
and both he and Catejh agree, that tliey Hng as well in a Hate of 
confinement as of nature ; and that they may be taught to fpeak. 

I agree Avith M, de Buffen, that, in cafe the manner of tlicir nidifi- 
cation is as Fernandez afferts, the difigreemcnt in the different coun- 
tries is very w'onderful. 

In Lonijuina they appear only in vrinter, and are taken in a cla])- 
net, placed on each fide of a beaten patli made on purpofe, and 
ftrewed over with rice. As foon as the birds aiight, the fowler 
draws the net, and fometimes takes tluce liundred at a haul. 

I'hey are alfo eaten in the EngUjJo colonies. Fernandez dues not 
commend their ficfli, wliich, he i'ays, is unpalatable and unwliole- 
!bme. 

Da Pralz fpeaks of two kinds : this, and another which is grey 
and black, with a red flioulder, like the fpecies in queftion. I 
fufpeft he forms out of the young birds, not yet arrived at full color,, Youn(;, or 

a new kind; or perhaps a female bird ; for I have received from cif 

Dr. Garden one under tliat title, which agrees with the delcription 
given by M. Du Pratz. I'hefe are Iheaked with pale rufty 
brown : cheeks black : over each eye a white line ; bread and 
belly black, fpotted wdth pale browm ; lefler coverts of the wlng.s 
ricJi orange. 


Wliitc-backed Maizu 'I'hievrj, Kahn, ii. 274. 


iqM. WllITR- 
1; A k k k Dj 


A Species mentioned biirely n.s above by Mr. with the ad- 
dition of their being lefs than the lad; that they ling finely, 
and appeared flying now' and then among the buthes near Saratoga ; 

but 
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blit that he faw th(*m for the tirft rime near New 7 ork. As Mr. 
Kdlm fecms not to have had a di(lin6l fight of thcll* birds, it is pof~ 
fible rhat they are the WaiTii-wiNOED Orioles of Mr, Latbarn^ li, 
440: the coverts ot whoic wings arc white; die reft of the puimc-gc 
encirdy black, liis fpccics came fi'om Ca)e}me. 


HZ. Baltjmum;. B-tldmorc IhA Ceu:Py\ i. ^.—laihan, i. 451. 

l,c Baltimore, Drifftn, li. tCQ-— /> ill ZJ!.-*/’/- EkI. $c6. 

Oriolu:; BaltimCrrCi, /„■>, Br- Mns. — Lev, Mvs. 


Si‘! A L i" . 


t iM A t£» 




With the head, throat, neck, and tipper part of the bar,:!<, 
black: IclTer covcits ol the wings orange; the greater 
tipt with white 1 breaft, belly, lower part of the back, and eoveits 
of the tail, of a bright orange; primaries dnflcy, edged widi 
white*, two middle feathers of the titil black ; tfiC lowei I’-o.., 
of the reft of the fame color, die remaining parr, onuigc: legs 


acK. 


Head and back of the ftnnak; olive, edged with }>ale l-rowus 
coverts of the wings of the Eme color, marked with a iingk* 011 
ofw'hitc*. under fide of the body, and coveri,; of the oul, ydiow; 

tail (k)flcy, edged with yellow. LENorn of tins fpet.ics ievut 
inches, 

. Inhabits from Ckm/hw*' to CWrft. Sulpend. its ncii to the 
horizontal forks of the Tulip or Poplar trees, formed, of the ,fi!a > 
ments of fomo tough plants., curiouily woven, roi.>rcd witli wra>l, 
.and lined with hairs. At is of a pear Jhape, open at top, with a 
'tok on the fide, through which the young difeharge their acrc« 


• havjfKt, lAj,'. 


>\ Ih Mufm 


3 
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fventSj and are fed. In fome parts of /hnerica^ this li-jccies, 
from its briUiant color, is called the Fiery Hmg-nejl. It is called 
tlie Baltvmre bird, from its colors rcfernbling thofe in the arms of 
fhat nobleman. 

It quits North Jmerka before inter, and prf>hal')ly retii'cs to 
Mexico, the Xocbitctotl ot' I 'ermukz * ieeming to be the finrie fpe- 
cics. 


Batlard Baltimore, Cairfiy, i. 49. — Lathum, i. 433. 

Le BaUinun-e Batard, Brtjin, ii. m. — D( Puiffon, iii. '33.— P/, Eni y:o. 
Oriolus S'n!i-ius, l//j. Sty/. 162,— Bl. Mut. — Lev. Mes. 



With the head, nock, and upper |)art of rhe I'.ack, of a full 
giofTp black : bread and belly of a fine orange bay : lov/cr 


part of the irack, and coverts of tire ta.il, of the fame color: the 
k;fic'- coverts of the wings light ’oay: the greater black, edged with 


dirty 


wliitc 


die ouil feathers dulky, edeed witl; 


v. i'iicc : tad cunci- 


fomi rsnd black. 


The head of the female, and hliid part of tiic neck, dee|) olive ; 
fnroat black ; coverts of wings dnflcy edged witlr white ; primaries 
and fecondaries of the fame colors: lUKier fide of tire body of a 
greenilh yellow ; tail dufky, edged with yellow. 

Inliabits Nirth Arnrriea. Aj'nves in Al’rc' York n; Mroy, Eays 
iive eggs 3 and ufuaiiy hangs us nefl la an apple- tree. 


* ..A. Y“v. tlifp. 3^;. 


Bs: r Aiui. 


I'rACE. 


Lalua-r'i 



BLACK, AND BROWN -HEADED ORIOLE. 


1 44. B I A c K . Latham, u. 445> N® 3 7* 

Le Troupiale Noir, il. 103. tab, x,'^De Buffon$ iii, 320.'— PA £?;/. 53.^. 

— Br. Mus. 

o. With a black bill, an inch long : legs of the fame color ; 

whole plumage black and glolTy. Length near ten inches. 
Extent one foot. Weight two ounces and a quarter. 

Female. With head, bread, and belly, dulky, tinged with ci- 
nereous ; the reft of the plumage of a greenilh brown. 

Inhabits North yhncrica, even as far as HudJon''s Bay. Arrives 
there in tlie beginning of June, as foon as the ground is thawed ftif- 
hcientJy for them to get food, wliich is Worms and Maggots. 
They fing with a fine note till the time of incubation, when they 
defift, and only make a chucking noife till the young take their 
flight; when they refume their fong. They build their nefts in 
trees, about eight feet from the ground ; and form them with mob. 
and grafs. l .ay five eggs, of a dark color, Ipotted with black. 
Gather in great flocks, and retire foutherly in September. A bird, 
winch I apjireliend to be only a lefl'er variety, is deferibed by the 
Comte (k Bv-ffotp iii, 22i. E/. Bn!. 6q6. Latham, ii. 446. 

^ With the head of a nifty brow^n : the body and wings black, 
glolTtd wdth green: the tail of a duftcy color. Si?,e ofa com- 
mon Blackbird.— B r. Mus. I^ev, Mus, 

Inhabits Neiv 2 ~ork, and appears there in fmall flocks during 
fummer, Ferlmps migrates to St, Domingo, wiiere it is alfo found, 
and is calk'd there, according to Mr. Kachan’'^ account, Siffieur, or 
\\ hjilier j but diflas fiom that defciibed by M, De Buffon, iii. ajo, 
which is entirely ydlow beneath. 


^45. Brown^. 
HEADb I>< 


Vl ACZ, 


0 . With 



RUSTY, WHITE-HEADED, &c. ORIOLE. 

With dufky bill and legs : head, and hind part of the neck, 
of a blackilh purplifli hue, with the edges of the feathers ruft- 
colored : from the bill, over and beneath the eyes, extends a Idack 
fpace, reaching to the hind part of the head ; throat, under fide of 
the neck, the breaft, and back, black, edged with pale ruft ; belly 
dufky : wings and tail black, glofied with green. Length between 
feven and eight indies. 

Appears in Ne’tsi Tork in the latter end of ORohery and makes a 
very fliort ftay there : it probably is on its way foutherly from Uud- 
Jons where it is alfia found. 


Le Caillque clc la Louiiinne, De Baffin, iii, 242. — PL EnL 

With the liead, neck, belly, and rump, white : the reft of the 
plumage changeable violet, bordered with vhitc, or in fome 
parts intermixed. Length ten inches French. 

Inhabits Louifiana. 


With a duiky bill : head and tliroat pure white : ridge ol the 
wing, fome of the under coverts, firft primary, and thighs, ot 
the fame color ; all the l ell of the bird duficy, in parts glofied with 
green : on the brertft a few oblong ftrokes ot white ; legs dtfiky. 
Length eight inches and a half. Extent thirteen and a half. 
WEtGHT an ounce and three quarters. 

Inhabits Ilujhrs Bay. A very rare fpecies. Quere, if only dif- 
fering in fex from the laft. — Lev. Mus. 
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146. Rustv, 
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147. Wiirrr 
n t A I) t: i) , 


Pi, ACF. 


148. Hudson IAN 

W H fl E-H h A I! K l>. 


Pl.ACt. 



OLIVE, YELLOW -THROATED, 6cc. ORIOLE. 


149. Ol 5 VH. 


Le Carouge Olive de la Louifianc, De Buffcn^ ilL 7.5 K—P/* Enl, 007. 


rihc a. 


^ With the head olive, tinged with grey : hind part of the 
neck, the back, wings, and tail, of the tame color, tinged with 
brovvit, brirjhteft on the rump and the beginning of the tail; the 
flues alfo olive, datlied with yciloAv ; the fame color edges the greater 
coverts and primaries: rlie tliroar is orange-colored : the tinder 
fide of the body vcllow; lens a browniih afli-color. Length foe 

J V 

or feven ineites French, Extent from ten to twelve. 

I nliabi ts Lorrfnnia, 


i ' o, Y F I I ow - 

i'V: f;OA r a: i>.. 


L C E . 


With a briglit yellow ftroke over eacli eye ; cliecks and 
throat of the lame color; ;d! the rclf of tlie plumage tinged 
en, only fome of the coverts (if the wings are tipt with white ; 


w 


bill and legs dufky. Leng-i-h nine indies. Extent fifteen and 
a half. 

Wa.s lliot in Iludfin's Bcj. 


5h Unalasch- 

K A* 


Placs* 


hath am ^ n, 44-7> K® 40^ 

^ With a brown bill ; between its bafe and the eyes a white 
mark: plumage above, brown; tlie middle of each, feather 
clouded: chin white, botiralcd on er.ch fide by a dark diverging 
line: fore part ot the neck and breall of a rnfty brovrn : coverts of 
the wings, the fecondanes, and tail, brown, edged with rulf: pti* 
maries and belly plain: fides tlulkv : legs brown. Lengtht eight 
inches. 

brought by the late navigators from Unakfehka, 


Lmhcnn, 



S H A R P - T A I L E D O R I O I. E. 


Lai bam, i, 448, 


KZ. SWAR? 


With the crown brown and cinereous : cheeks brown, fur- 
rounded by a border of light clay-color, commcticcd at tlie 
bafe of each mandible of the bill : throat white ; breafl, ikies, ami 
vent, of a dull pale yellow, fpotted with brown ; belly v;!\ite; back 
varied with alli-color, black, and white ; greater and leffer coverts 
of the wings dufky, deeply bordered with rail-color ; primaries 
black, nightly edged with rufl ; the feathers of the tall flo[)e oh' on 
each fide to a point, not unlike thole of a Wootl|K ckcr ; are ol a 
duOty color, and obfeurely barred : the legs oi a pale brown, Sr.a 
of a l-ark. 

Inhabits the province of New York . — Erom Mrs, B'euUmru'a col- 
kdlion, 


R r 2 


VIII. G RA K LIA 



PURPLE G R A K L E. 


joS 


VIII. G R A K L E. Gen. Birds, XV, 


J53. Tcquixqiii.icat^anatl Feruttnck-:-., Mfx. z\. 

La ]^le (le li Jamaiquv, Brijjof?, il. 41,-— 7 )^: Buffon, i.il, Enl J jS. 

Mcrop.s Niger iiidc fub-argerAca, Brc ivn'^s JumaiiMy 476. 

Purple jackdaw, Cct.jhy, i, i. 462. 

Black- bird, fp, 2tb 139. — t^loa.nc Jamuicay ii. 299, 

Gracula Quilcula, Li?:. SyjK 163. — ■Bi.. , j\IU‘A — L ev. Mus. 

G With a black bill ; filvery irldes : head and neck black, 
• glolled over with a moft rclplcndcnt blue, variable as 
oppofed to the light: back and belly, witl) green and copper-color, 
growing more dufky towards the vent : tail long, and cuneiform : 
legs black : wings and tail rich purple. Female entirtdy duficy j 
daj'keft on the back, wings, and tail, 

tiai. Length of the male thirteen inches and a half; the Weigh r 

about fix ounces. Length of the female eleven inches and a 
half. 

Thcfe birds inhabit the lame countries as the Red-wing Orioles, 
and generally nninglc with rhern. They fometimes keep ieparate ; 
but ufually combine in their ravages among the plantations of 
maize. After that grain is carried in, they feed on the feeds of the 
Water L'are Grafs, or 'Zizania aquatka. Their good qualitie.s, in 
clearing the country from noxious jnfeth, have been recked before, 
in page 300, mixed with the hiftory of tlieir congenial compa- 
nions. 


* i. e. The Salt Starling, becaufe in Mexico it freqaenu the fait lakes- 

3 They 



B 0 A T . T A I L G R A K L E. 

They appear in 7'ork and Philadelphia in February, or the 
beginning of March ; and fit perched on trees near tlic farms, and 
give a tolerably agreeable note. They alfo build in trees, iifually 
in retired places, making their nefts externally with coarfc llalks, 
internally with bents and fibres, with plaifter at tire bottom. 'Fhey 
lay five or fix eggs, of a pale plue color, thinly fpotte 1 aird firiyed 
with black. After the brccding-fealbn, they return wiih their 
young from their moll difiant quarters, in iliglits conOnuiirg for 
miles in length, blackening the very Iky, in order to make tlicir 
depredations on the ripening maize. It is unfortunate th.ar they in- 
creafe in propoj tion as the country is more cultivated ; following 
the maize, in places they were before unknown, wiiercibevcr thin 
grain is introduced. 

They migr.tte from the northern colonies at approach of winter; 
but continue in Carolina the whole year, feeding about tire barn- 
door. Their flefli is rank, and unpalatable ; and is only the food 
of birds of prey. The. fmall Ilawks dallt among the ilocks, and 
catch them in the air. 

They are alfo found in Mexico, and in the ifland of Jamaica. 
They are fornetimes eaten ; but their flelh is hard, rank, and of 
bad nourifhment. 


Gracula Bairka, Lin. pjl- iS^.—Latlam, i. 46a J) 4 ‘ 

Le Troupi.ale Noir, Idcrus Niger, Brijun, li. 105. — D.’ !’n/M, uu zjo.—?/. 

Eh!. 534. 

Monedula tota nigra, Slomic, 299 . — Raii Olv. 185. Lf-v, Mus. 


With the bill an inch and a half long, fitarp, and black : 
plumage black, glofied with purple; tail cuneiioiin, ex- 
panded when walking; in fiight, or on the pcrcls, folded, lo as 

to 
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Pl ack* 


Boat 'TAIL, 



5 B O A T-T A I L G R A K 1 £. 

to form an oblong cavity in its upper part. Length about chir- 
t^en inches. 

PcACE, Inhabits not only the greater Antilles, but the ■warmer parts 

of North America ■, conferring with the Purple Grakks, and Red. 
u'inged Orioles. Feeds on maize and infeds j in the illands on 
Bammst 


IX. CUCKOO. 



CAROLINA CUCKOO, 




IX. CUCKOO. Birds XIX. 


Cuckoo of CaroJinn, Catcfiy, I (),—Latvfai, 143. 555. Carolina. 

,Lc Coucou ds la Carohnsy Briffluy iv. n2, 

Caculu3 Ame.ticaiiuSj> ///Va Syjc, 1 70, — Latham^ i. 537 ,^Lev, Mils.— E l. Mil>* 

C With the upper mandible of tiie bill black, the lower yel- 
• low ; head, and vvliolc upper j^art of the body, and covcits 
of the wings, cinereous ; under fide entirely wiiite ; jnimarics 
I'rowti ('u t'lcir cxtcrio!', oi ange on their interior fides ; rail Innir ; 
two iUiddle feathers cniuely Cinereous, th.e others tipt widr wiiite; 
lens dufkv. i.EKCTii twelve inches. ■ 

Inhabits North America. Arrives in Aire Tcrk in Mat. Makes ).’laci;. 
its neil in June., ufually in ;;pplc-trees ; and lays four eggs, of a. 
bluillr wiiite color. The neil: is made of finaLi] kicks lUid roots, 
ami retemblc.s gicarly t:har. of tlie Idiyifh Jayg but is fhialier. It 
retires from North America iit autumn. 

This bird, as well as all rlic foreign Cuckoos, liavc only the 
gencrical character of the weil-know'n European fpecies. I'hey 
dik’er in their ceconomy, nor have the opprobrious notes of that 
bird, 


A 


A K 



EUROPEAN CUCKOO, 





A. Ex 3 R 0 I’£an Cuckoo, Bf\ 7 ,oc!, j. N® 82. t:ib. xxxvi. fern* — Latham, u 509. 
Cuculus Canorus, Gjok, Fai 4 }u Suec, N® 96. 

Lc Coucou, Dc Bit£bh vL 305 . — Lkv. Muii* 

^ With liovc-colored head, hind part of the neck, back, rump, 
and coverts : throat, and under fide of the neck, of a pale 
grey : breaft and belly white, barred witli black ; primaiies duflcy ; 
inner webs marked with white oval fpots ; tail cuneiform j middle 
feathers black, tipped with white ; the reft marked with white fpots 

on each web. Female. Neck of a browniib red; tail barred 

with ruft-color and black, and fpotted with white. 

Flaci. Inhabits all pai rs of Europe, as higli as Saltern Fogderie, in Nor- 

uay *, within the Arftic circle; and even at l.oppen, in Fmmcrk\. 
It is found equally high in Afia ; and extends as far eaft as Kamt- 
fchatka. In all places it retains its fingular note, and its more fin- 
guliir nature of laying its eggs in the nclls of Imall birds, and to- 
tally defci ting them Of the ab(?ve circumllancc I beg leave to 

add a proof w'hich fell under my owm notice in June 1778 when 
1 fiev a young Cuckoo, almoft full grown (when I firft difeovered 
it) in die neft of a white Wagtail, beneath fome logs in a field ad- 
jacent to iny houfo. I'he Wagtail was as folieitous to feed it, as 
if it had been its owm oft'spring; for, many clays after the Cuckoo 


I Dr. Pal I- AS. 

fled, 


^ PotitDj\.. ii. 75, 


f Leans, 291. 



WRYNECK. 

fled, it was feen often perched on the adjacent walls, ftill attended 
and fed by the Wagtail. 

It arrives in the northern and eaftern parts of /^<?, about the 
tenth of June. 


W R Y N E C K. Qm. Birds XX. 


B, Wryneck, Br* ZoaL i. N*’ i. 548. 

jynx Torquilla Gjoktyta, Faun, Suec, N® 97. 

Le Torcol, De Buffont vii. 84, — PL EnL 698.— »Lev, Mus* 

\ST With a black and colored lift dividing lengthways the 
* crown and back : upper part of the body elegantly pen - 
cilled with grey, black, white, and ferniglnous : tail coniifts of ten 
feathers, grey, fpeckled with black, and marked eqiiidiftant with 
four broad black bars. 

Extends over all RuJJia and Siiiria^ and even to Kamtfcbatka. 
Found in Sweden^ and as high as Drontheim, in Norway ■, and pro- 
bably migrates as far as the Cuckoo. The Swedes call this bird 
Gjoktyta} or the bird which ex-plains the Cuckoo : probably for the 
fame reafon as the IVclJh and Englijh ftyle it the Cuckoo’s Man} as it 
leems its attendant, and to point out its arrival. 
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W 11 1 1 r: -BILLED WOODPECKER. 


X. W o O D P E C K E R. Gen. Birds XXL 


(;^a:oiomonii, Pf'-natuL IMcx. 50. — U'il. Orn. 390. 

Jpccu, hlp.rcjrai'::, 207. — 111 !. Oni. 13S . — Rail Syn.^ad. ii. 553, 

I’icuS prlnci;)aus, Lin. Lyjt. 173. 

Largcll White-bin Woodpecker, Cairjly, i. V^. — Lav'fon, ’Barms Fr- 

Ej;u!:. I43.~A„/;.V, ii. 85. 

Pic tSv'ii' hoc bhiuc, De vii. 46. — FI. Enl. 690, 

W With a. bill of ivory v/hitenefs ; great ilrengfh ; three 
« itiches long: i;i-des yeiiow: a conic crciL of a rich Icar- 
let color, (.in the liincl part of the head : Jiead, diroat, neck, breaft, 
and bell}', lilack : beneath each eye is a narrtnv flrijte oi wJiite, 
crooked at it.s beginning, rnnning afterwards llrait down the lldes 
of t'le neck ; tipper pajt of the back, primary feathers, and coverts 
of tlie wing.s, black ; lower part of the back, and the fecondarics, 
white: tail black. 

This is a gigantic fpecies, cveighing twenty ounces; and in bulk 
tnual to a Crow, 

Inhabits the country from 'Jerjey to the Braftls. Is in North 
America a Icarcc bird; in South America more common. It breeds 
in the kingdom of Mexico in the rainy feafon ; for which reafori 
Nierembcrg Lyles it Pictis lmbrifa:ius The Spaniards call them 
Carpcnleros, Carpenters, on account of die multitude of chips winch 
they licw out of tire trees, either in forming their nefts, or in fcarcii 
of food, infefls, and worms, wliich lurk beneath the bark. I'hey are 
vety deffrudivc to trees ; for they Iiave been known to cut out :i 

* Eiifd\ Nim'mhrg, 


meafure 



PILEATED WOODPECKER. 


meafure of chips in an hour’s time *. Inflinft dirccls them to form 
t'neir holes in a winding form, in order the better to ])rotea their 
nefes from the injury of the weather f. 

Canada is dcllitute of theie birds. The Indians of tliat fevere 
climate purchafe the bills from the favages of the more knitlven 
p.art.s, at the rate of tv.'o or three Buck flcms apicc.'c, in order to 
form tlie coronets | of their lachems and warriors., I'hefe coro- 
nets were made tvith feveral materials. Gay plumes formed the 
rays ; the beaks of birds, claws of rare animal-;, and tlie little h.orns of 
tlicir Roes, w'cte the other ornaments. They were never worn but 
(.>n higlt folemnlties ; eitlser when a v’arrior fung tlie fong (T w.ir, or 
was fctti.ng forward on ius inarcli to meet tive enemy. He went, 
forth like a Spartan hero, danci.'ig, and crowncdi iP 


Larger Red-creilkd Woodpecker, i. PiLhATCf? 

Le Pic noil- hope dc Virginie, iv. 29 . 

Picus Piicaiuh;, /// t. dp?, 173 . — i. 574 .. 

Le Pic noir d Luppe rcLige., Dc i?.v/.d v, vii. 48 .— /V. Z'o.'. pLL — Lhv. Jius,*''-' 

El. Mufi. 


With a bill t'.vo inches long, of a dufky color on die 'tpper, 
and whitifli on the lower mantlible. : iridcs of a goli:!-C(/Iot ; 
a tuft of light Ivtown feailicrs rci'.Tted over die notlnls ; tin- cr,..ivvn 
adorned with a rich fcarlet Cieft, bounded by a n.i.TCW bid-, coloied 
line ; beneath that is a broad band of black, reaching from the 
(yes to the hind pen t of die hce.d j under this is another line cd 
btiircolor, commencing at the bill, and dropping down on e:U';! 
fide of die neck to the pinions of tlie wings; from tiie iov/er rnwv- 


CaU'/l 
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G O L D E N - W I N G W 0 O D P E C K E R. 


dible a line of fcarlet extends along the lower part of the cheeks ; 
cliin and throat white : fore and hind part of die neck, back, breafti 
belly, and tail, black : the wings black, marked with a double line 
ofvvhicc: legs dulky. Length eighteen inches. Weight nine 
ounces. 

Inhabits the forefts o( Penfylvania and New Tork. When the 
maize begins to ripen, this and the other kinds make great havock, 
by fettling on the heads, and picking out the grain j or making 
holes in the leaves, and letting in the wet, to the dettruftion of the 
plant It breeds and refides the whole year in the counrryc It 
extends as high as lac. 50. 31. north; being found near the banks 
of Alba-fiy river, near four hundred miles from its difeharge into 
liiidjun s Bay. Lays fix eggs, and brings forth its young in Jimc, 
'I'he Indians deck their Calumets witli the creft of this fpecies. 

1.5S. Goi. DEfj. Golden-winged Woodpecker, i. i8. 

wiNC. Pic Rayc de Canada, Brifforh iv* 70. 

Picus Auratus, Lln» Sjyl. 174. — Latham, i. 597. 

Lc Pic aux alles dorces, Dc Buffon, vii. 39. — ?L EnL 693. — Lev. Mus,—- B t. 

Mils. 


w. With a black bill, bending like that of a Cuckoo ; crown 
cinereous ; on the hind part a fcarlet fpot : cheeks and un- 
der fide of the neck of a pale red : from each corner of the mouth a 
black line extends along the cheeks ; the upper part of the breafi 
is marked with a black crefeent j the remainder ami the belly 
whitifh fpotted with black : back and coverts of w'ings of a fine 
pale brown, barred with black ; the primaries cinereous ; their 
fhafts of a rnoft elegant gold-color ; the under fide of the w'cbs of a 


glofly 



FERRUGINOUS WOODPECKER. 


gloliy yellow ; rump white, fpotted widr black : tail black, edged 
with white ; the fhafts of all the feathers goktcoloted, except thofe 
of the two middle fathers ; legs dulky. Lenctu twelve inches. 

Weight five ounces. The Female wants the black on each fide 
of the throat. 

Inhabits from Hudjon's Bay to Carolina, and again on the weilcrn i'l.Acfc. 
fide of North America. In the firll is migratory, ayipearing in 
April, and leaving the country in September. All the American 
VVoodpeckers agree with thofe of Europe in building in hollow 
trees, and in laying fix white eggs. 'Fhe natives of ihidjons Bay 
call this I'pecies, Ou-thee-quan-nor~ow, from the golden color of tlic 
fliafts and under fide of the wing feathers *. 

The S-wediJh Americans call it Hittock, and Pint f ; words formed 
fiom its notes. It is almofi; continually on the ground ; and never 
picks its food out of the fides of trees, like others of the genus: nei- 
ther does it climb, hut fits perched like the Cuckoo i to which it 
lias fonie rcfcmblancc in manners, as well as form. It feeds on in~ 
fc51s. Grows very far, and is reckoned very palatable. It inhabits 
ilie "Jerftes, and other provinces to the fouth, the whole year. 


laihamA\. ‘59- f’rtRWKi. 

Lc Pic Monloic, De Buffcn, vii. 34— P/. Lul. 5^4, sous, 

♦ 

With a dufky bill: the crown and pendent crefi of a pale 
yellow : a crimfon bar extends from the mouth along the 
lower part of the cheek ; the cheeks, back, and coverts of the A ings, 
of a deep fcrruginous color : lower part of the back of a jiale yel- 
low: primaries ferruginous, barred on their inner webs witii blat-k. 

Size of the Green Woodpecker. 


• Phil. Tr. Ixii. 387 


This 


f Kalm, ii. 36. 



R E D - I I E A D E D W O 0 D P E C K E R. 


i’; Acf. This new fpecics was fent to me by Dr. Garden, of Charlejiown, 

South Carolina. 


Rcu-headcd Woodpecker, CaUihiy 20.— -/.intvd;/, ";d i'p. 1 3 Frafz, (ji 

Lclhtic:, i. 561. 

Picus KrytdrocephiduA L:t\ Si 174.. 

Le Pic a U;dc roii^c, dc la UrtjJoK, iv, 53 . — VL Ed. i I'j. 

Le Pic noir n. donduo roogc, Ds vil 55, — Ei, Ed, \\i , — L^v. Mu'- 

Bl, Mus. 


''^7^ Wirh a lead-colored bill; head and neck of tlu' rnoh: ticcp 
and rich icarkt: back, coverts ol wings, priinaries, and tail, 
ofa HoiiV blacki!c'-> : t;]ie leccnJai'ics wliite, marked with fwoblac!; 
bars; breali: and bedy white; leg!; black, 1‘iie heat! of the El- 
MAi.i; is brown. LinvccrH nine inches and a half. Wsight two 
ounces. 

Erhabits Penlyhania, and the neig’nboring provinces. Feeds on 
m.tire and apjylcs ; and is a moll deib'udive fpecies. Tlicy pick 
out all the j'’i,i!p, and leave nothing but the mere rind. They teed 
alfo on acorn-;, Thi'y' vvere formerly profo ibed j a reward of two 
])C'!\ce was ])iit on their heads: but the lav/ was repealed, 'ritey 
ir;igr.itc foutiuvard at ap.proach of winter. When they arc ob- 
si , vtal to linger in numbci s in the woods, in the beginning of winter, 
iiiltabitants reckon ii" a Jign of a miki feitfoti'*.* 

Th's fpetics extends acrofs the continent to tiie weflern coall of 



CAROLINA, AND SPOTTED WOODPECKI JC 


Red-beilicd Woodpecker^ CatcJ!>y, 19. 

Ficus Cni'O: iv.us, Ll>:\ Sy/L ip l* — Lathum^i. ^70* 

Lo Pic vane de la Janiaiqur, 59.—/;^ vjP 72. 

Woodpecker of famaicii, iiokc. 2^4. — Ih. . Me?. 


"W"* forehead, crov/n, and liind part of die head, o{ an 

orange red; umicr hue of a light afii-color, tinged with yel- 
low : the vent fpotted with black; the back and vdisns dofelv 
barred with hhick and white : middle feathers of the tail black, th.c 
oiitmoit barred with !)lack and white. The crown of the female is 
li 'ht grey; hin;l j)art of the head. red. Lh\ r/rii cknen inches. 
VygviofiT two ounces eleven penny-weigiits. 

Tnliabits Norib .America., and tJtc grc.uer Anti'Us. 

Greet Spotted Woodpecker ? B> . Za!, i. 's’’" 85. — /..,//■ .r;v, i. 

be Pi€ xeni, BriiJi.n, iv. 3.1.. — D,: v.d. 57. — PI. Eai. 196. 593. 

Plcus Major, Faun. Sue.. N" soo. — Lev. Mus. — Di,. Mas. 

w. With bufF fvM'chead ; black crown, bounded behind wit;: a 
ctimfon band: vent fetirhers ctimfon ; back black ; fcapulirs 
white; wings and tail barred with black and white; break and 
belly w’itite, tinged with yellow. Lk\oi'h nine inchc:.. 
hxteen. Weioiit two ounces tliree tpiartcrs. hE.M.u.E wants tlie 
crimfon marks. 

Sent to Mrs. Bkckbnni from Aw Tcrk. Inhabits Europe, as 
iiigh as Lapuark. Idxtcnds to the moil eatlcrn part of SEiria. 
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CANADA SPOTTED, AND IIAIRY WOODPECKER 


165, Canada* 

SPOTTED. 


Place. 


164, Hairy. 


L* Epciclie de Canada, Bujcn, vii. EnL y^BriJfon^'vt , 4;, 

w. With white forehead, throat, breafl, and belly: crown 
black j beneath, is a band of wliite, encircling the head 
from each eye another of black, riniting behind, and running down 
the hind part of the neck ; each fide of this bounded by white ; 
that again bounded by black, commencing at the bafe of the bill, 
and uniting with the fcapulars : the back black ; fcapulars of the 
lame color, mixed with a few white feathers : wings Ijiotted with 
black and w'hite : middle feathers of the tail black ; tlie outmoft 
black and white. Size of the lalt. 

Inhabits Canada. 


Hairy Woodpecker, Catejhy,i. i^.-^Latham,\. 571. 

Picus Villofus, Lin. SyJ}, 175. 

Le Pic varie de la Virginie, Brijfon, iv. 48. 

L’Epeichc ou Pic Chevelu de Virginie, Dc Bujon, vii. 75. — Lev. Mos.— Bl. 
Mus. 

w. With the crown black ; the hind part of the head marked 
with a crimfon fpot j the cheeks with two lines of white and 
two of black : whole under fide of the body white : back black, di- 
vided in the middle lengthways with a line of white unconnefted 
feathers, refembling hairs : the wings black, Ipotted in rows with 
white : two middle feathers of the tail black ; the two outmoft en- 
tirely white i the reft black, marked crolTways with white. The 
female wants the red fpot on the head. Length nine inches. 
Weight two ounces, 

5 Inhabits 
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DOWNY WOODPECKER. 

Inhabits from Hucfov's Bay* to Carolina. . In the laft very de- 
ftrudive to apple-trees. 


Sinalleft Spotted Woodpecker, Caafoy, I u. 

Picus Pubefeens, Li/u Syji, 573. 

Le Petit Pic varic de la. Virginie, iv\ 50. 

Fourth Woodpecker, La^Jon^ 143. 

L’Epciche ou Petit Pic varie de Virginie, De Buffon, vii. 76 .-p-Lii:v, Mus.« 

Bl. Mus. 

w. Of the fi7X' of a Sparrow. In all rc^fpefts refembles the laft, 
* except in fize j and in having the outmoft feather of the tail 
marked with a fingle white bar. 

Inhabits Penfylvania and Carolina^ and is very numerous. It is 
alfo found, but more rarely, near fort, in Hudjon’s Bay. The 

Woodpecker tribe is the mod pernicious of all the birds of /hierica, 
except the Purple Graki.e ; but this little fpccies is the moll de- 
ftruclive of its whole genus, becaufc it is the moll daring. It is 
the pell of the orchards, alighting on the apple-trees, running round 
the boughs or bodies, and picking round them a circle of cquid?ftanc 
holes. It is veiy common to fee trees encircled with numbers of 
rhefe rings, at fcarcely an inch’s diftance from each other j fo that 
the tree dries and perilhes. 

* Phil. Tranf. Ixii. 388. 


Place. 


165. Downt. 


Place. 


VOL. 1 . 


Tt 


yellox. 
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166. Yellow- 

BELLUD, 


Place, 


167. Yellow- 

LEGGLD. 


YELLOW-BELLIED, &c. WOODPECKER 


Yellow-bellied Woodpecker, Catefiy^ i. 21, 

Picus Varius, Z/>/. Syji, ijS.^Latham, i. 574. 

Le Pic Varic, Briffony iv. 62. 

JLe Pic Varie de Carolina, De Bujon, vii, 77 .-*^Lev. Mus.— ‘Bl, Mus. 


w. With a crimfon crown, furrounded by a line of black: 

cheeks white, with two lines of black: chin crimfon: 
bread and belly light yellow ; the firit fpottcd with black ; 
coverts black, eroded by two bars of white : primaries fpotted 
with black and white : tail black ; interior webs of the two mid- 
dle feathers barred witla white; the two outmoft feathers edged 
witli the fame color. The F£Male wants the red on the crown. 
Length nine inches. Weight one ounce thirteen penny- 
weights. 

Inhabits the fame country with the former. Is very numerous, 
and very deftrudive to the fruits. 


is inferted on the fufpicious authority of Alh'm*. He 
fays, that it is of the fize of the Little Englijk Spotted Wood- 
pecker ; that the hind part of the head is black ; the ridges of the 
wings, and the lower part of the belly, white; the reft of the plu- 
mage, and the tall, black j the legs yellow. 

• Vol. iii. iv. 24, 'who follows Albin, calls it, Lt Pic mir dt In NmvilU 

AngUtnre, 


Three- 



THREE-TOED WOODPECKER. 
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'Three-toed Woodpecker, Eckv. ii\.^PhiLTrav/, Ixil. '^^^.^Latha?ny\, 6 oo. 6or. j53^ Xh rek- 
Picus Tridaftylus, Lin, SyJ}, 177,— Smc, 103. tq^Dc 

Le Pic varie de la CayennCi BrtJJon^ iv. 55 .— -Lev, Mus. 

w- with black feathers refleded over the noftrils : crown of 
a bright gold color; irides blue; cheeks iirarkcd lengtli- 
ways with three black and two white lines : hind part of the neck 
and back black ; the laft fpotted on the upper part with white ; 
coverts of the wings black ; primaries black, fpotted with white ; 
all the under fide of the body white ; t!ie fides bari'etl with black ; 
the middle feathers of the tail black ; the outmoft fpotted with 
white : legs dufky : toes, two before, only one behiiid ; which 
forms the diarader of this fpecies. Length eight inches. Ex- 
tent thirteen. Weight two ounces. 

Inhabits HudjWs Bay, and Norton Sound, laC. 64. Is frequent in Pcacs. 
SiUria, and common as far as Mojeow, in the alps of Dalecarha in 
Sweden, and in tliofe of Switzerland *. 

’ M. Sprunglin\ coUcihion at SleltUft, near Stm, v^'ho told e. was coinniow 
among the Alfs, 


T f a 


A, Bi.ack 



BLACK WOODPECKER. 
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Place. 


Manners. 



Black W. Picus Martlus, Lin, Sjft, 173, 

Spillkraka, Tilikraka, N® vii. 41.*— ^'7/. Orn. 135.-^ 

Latham, i. 552 .— Lev. Mu 5. 

w. With the crown of the head of a rich crimfon : the reft of 
the plumage of a full black ; the head of the female marked 
with red only behind. Length eighteen inches. Extent twenty- 
nine. Weight near eleven ounces. 

Inhabits the forefts of Germany, Switzerland, and the north, from 
Peterj'hourg to Ochotjk, on the eaftern ocean, caftward, and to La'p- 
mark weft ward. It migrates to Woronejeh, about the third of 
March, and continues coming in greateft numbers in /IprtL Is 
called there ‘The FuJUler-, and is the moft cunning, and difficult to 
be flrot, of all the tribe. 

It does vaft damage to trees, by making holes of a great elepth 
in the bodies to neftle in. A bufltel of dull and chips, a proof 
of its labors, are often found at the foot of the tree. Makes 
as much noife in the operation, as a woodman does with an 
axe. Rattles with its bill againft the fides of the oriftcc, till 
the w'oods refound. Its note very loud. Lays two or three white 
femi-tranfparetii eggs. Feeds on caterpillars and infeds, clpecially 
Ants. 


B . Greih, 



GREEN, AND GREY-HEADED WOODPECKER. 
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j}, Green, Zod. 1. L 

ricus Viridis, Wcdknar, Gronfpik, Grongjoling, fami. Suec, 99.—!)^ 
vil 7* — Lev. Mus, 

w. With crimfon crown ; green body j lighteft below. Length 
thirteen inches, 

Inliabits Europe, as high north as Lapmark, where it is called 
Zhtaine*. Is found in Rujfia-, but difappears towards Sihiria, 
It inhabits the wooden fteeples of Sweden, as well as trees. 


C, Grey-uhaded, iVw, 6j. — Latham, i. 583. 

w. With a grey head, and neck of a bhiiiL grey ; noftrils co- 
vered with harlh black feathers, extending in a line to the 
eyes ; a black line, beginning at the bafe of tire lower mandible, 
points beneath the cheeks towards the hind part of the iieck : under 
fide of the body of the color of the head, dallied with green; all 
otlier parts fo exadly like the laft, that I nioukl fuppofe it to have 
been a variety, had not my very feientific friend, Pallas, alfured 
me that it was a diftinft fpecies, and inferior in fizc to the common 
Green. 

It is found in Ncrzvay, and among the alps of Switzerland f ; and 
common in the north of Rujjia, and ftill more in Slbina. Tiic 
'Emgufi, of Nijtnain ‘I'unp^ouJJta, roaft this fpecies, bruile the lieOi, 
and mix it with any greafe, except that of the Bear, which diiTulves 

• Lems, 292. 

t Catalogue of birds in M. Sfn/ngtu.'s cabinet, which that gentleman (a- 
voted me with. This fpccics was net unnoticed by the great Geswer.. See his 
Jv, ed, p, 710, line xo. 


Place. 


PL-ACt. 


too 
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MIDDLE, AND LEST SPOTTED WOODPECKER. 


Place. 


too readily. They anoint their arrows with it, and pretend, that 
the animals, which are ftruck witli them, inftantly fall *. 


D- Middle Spotted W. Br. ZooL i. N“ 86. — Latham, \, 565. 

Picus Medius, Faun. Suec. N® lOi.-^BriJfon, iv. 38. 

W. With a crimfon crown and vent : in all other refpefts like 
the Great Spotted, N* 162, except in fize, being rather 

lefs. 


E. Lest Spotted VV. Br* ZooL L 87. 

Picus Minor, Faun. Suec. N® 102, 

Le Petit Epeiclie, De Bujj'on, vii. Gi.^PL Enl 598.-5/'.^;/, iv, 41*— Lev. Mul 

w. With a crimfon crown : the reft of the head, breaft, and 
belly, like thofc of the former : back barred with black and 
white: the white on the wings diffiifed in broad beds. Weight 
tinder an ounce. Length fix inches. Extent eleven. 

The Middle only is found in Ru£ia, This, and the Great 
Spotted, extend to the eaftmoft parts of Sikiria-, but all three 
are found as high as Lapmark j", the extremity of northern Europe, 
tar within the polar circle ; a country which is one vaft foreit 
of pines, firs, and birch Innumerable infe£ts, or their larvae, 
lurk in all feafons in the bark of the trees ; fo that this tribe of 
birds is never compelled, for want of food, to ftiun even tlic 
moll rigorous winters of that fevere climate. It alfo bears the 
heats of the torrid zone ; for I difeovered it among the drawings 
in the colleftion of Governor Lcten, made in the illand of Ceylon. 

* Gmelin.Voy, SihirkjXx. IIJ. -f Leans, z<) 2 . % Flora Lapp. Freleg- 21. 

XL KING- 



BELTED KINGFISHER. 
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XL KINGFISHER. Gen. Birds XXIIL 


Kingfiflicr, Catejby, i. 69, 

American Kingfiflier, Ed^w. 115. 

Le Martin pefcheur hupe de la Caroline, Irlfn, iv. 512. & de Sr. Domlngue, 
S'5- 

Alcedo Alcyon, Lin. Syft, 180 Latham, i. 637. 

Le Jaguacati, de Buffon, vii. 210 . — Lev. Mus. 

K With a black bill, two inches and a half long: head creftcd 
• with long bhiifh grey feathers : above the upper mandible of 
the bill, on each fide, is a white fpot ; beneath eacli eye is another : 
chin and throat white : the upper part of the breail crofl'ed by a 
broad grey belt ; the lower part, and belly, white : the fides of a 
vermilion color ; in fome croffing the bread : upper part of tlie 
neck, the back, and coverts of the wings, of a pleafint bluiih grey: 
the fecondaries of the fame color; their ends, anti thole of the 
lower order of coverts, tipt with white : primaries black, barred 
with white; tail grey; the two middle feathers plain; the reft 
barred with white; the legs orange. Length thirteen inches. 
Weight three ounces and a half. 

Inhabits Ikdjon's Bay, Norm Sound, and other parts of North 
America. The AchalaMti, i. e. the Devourer of fifh, of the Mex- 
icans *, feems to be the fame bird. It lias the fame cry, manners, 
and folitary difpofition, with the European fpecies ; and feeds not 
only on hlh, but Lizards. It makes its neft in the face of liigh 

* Fernandez, No-v. LB/p, 13. 

banks, 


169. Belted. 


Place. 



EUROPEAN KINGFISHER. 

banks, penetrating deep into them in an horizontal diredion. Lays 
four vviiite eggs, which difeharge the young in June. It migrates in 
Mexico ; is there eaten, but is obferved to have the fame ranknefs 
as other pifeivorous birds. 



Eukoi'Eak Kingfisher, Br. 'LmI. i. N'" %%,—^hatham, 1.626. 

Le Martm-PecUctir, 164 — PI. Enl, 77. 

Alccdo Ifpiia, Lin. Sjj}, 179.— Lev. Mus. 

Kk crown, and coverts of the wings, of a deep green, 

fpotted Vv'ith caerulean : fcapulars and back bright ca;rulean : 
tail rich deep blue : bread: and belly orange red. 

Pe aci. Said hy Du Pratz to be found in North America \ but, as I never 

law it in any collection, doubt die ftd. Inhabits the temperate 
parts of Ihijjia and Sihiria^ and is frequent about the JeneJei, but not 
farther call. It does not extend to S-weden, and it even feems a 
rarity in Denmark *. 

Tlie Par tars anti OJliaks ufe the feathers of this bird as a love- 
charrn. They fling them on water, and preferve thole v/Inch Iwim ; 
believing, tliat the woman, whom they touch with one of theie 
* featheis, will immediately become enamoured with them. The 
Oftiaks preferve the bill, feet, and Ikin, in a puife, and imagine 
them to be prefervatives againft all forts of misfortunes f . 

• Muller, Prsd. Zool. Dan. ij. t Gmelin, Voy. 'ii. 112. 

The 



EUROPEAN KINGFISHER. 




The moft fingular northern philtre, is .-i fort of mufiiroom, worn 
by the youth of La])!and in a purfe, ante fuhm pendido. I^rNN^BUs’s 
apoftrophe is very diverting. 

O ridkula Venus, tibi, qux in cxiQvh regionibus utcri.> rajh-^ ct cboco • 
latay conditis vt iaccluiratis, vinls et bellariis, gomni! i ct mnrgnriti*, auro 
et argento, ferico ct cofuietico, fnltaticnibus et convep.tk''dii, niuiica ct 
coina:tliid, tibi fufficit hie folus cxluccus fungusd* flora Lappvr 36^, 


XI f. NUT 


Vou 1. 
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CANADA, AND BLACK-HEADED NUTHATCH, 


XIL NUTHATCH. Gm. Birds XXIV. 


T ; 0, C A N A 0 A* N 'C T 5 ^ A T C H ? .i?;N ZcoL i. B9 7/, -(w.?, h 64B. 65 I . 

,Le Torchcpot dc Ci'nuidA,, jii. 

SiUa Earupea Notwacka, Faun^ Suec* 1 N'‘^ 104, 

La Sittcllej De Bujhn^ v.- 46 o.'«~*Lev* Mu 5. 


Tl act* 


N Witli the crown, hind part of the neck, and lEouIders, 
• [)Iack ; back, and nimp of a light blue grey : over eacli 
eye a wliice line •. checks tvhite : primaries duilcy, edged with grey : 
breaft anil belly of a pure wiiite : two middie feathers of the tail 
^cy the others black, wdth a white fpot at the end : vent ruft- 
colored. Stzi; o< tire liuropcan', of which it feems a mere variety. 

.Inhabits Catuvda, anti as f.ir fotith as Nrzt; Tork j and extends to 
the weflcn lide /hmrira, Kamtfchatka* . Sd/iria, aru-i Kujjmx 3-ii-t- 
(hii and Smdwor f i,n Norivay : and does not migrate. 


Ri, Acu;. Nuthatch, CatiJI>y , !, tz, lower figure.— i. 650. B.. 

^ > Lc Torchepot du ia Caroline, Br^jhh iik 

N. With the bill, head, and hind part of the neck, black : over 
each eye is a white line: back of a fine grey: wings; dufky, 
edged with grey : breafl and belly, and vent feathers, rtai two 
middle feathers of the tail grey j the reft black, marked with a 
white fpot. Lefs than tire European, 

-i. Inhabits the temperate parts of America, 

* Amo.ng a fioall colledivn of drawings made in that country by one of ow 
voyagcK. , 

■j Scrm, M7. 






h E S T N U T H A T C H, 


Sma!l ‘Nuthatch, Cati'Jly, t. iii. L 6^1, €. 

I, a Petite Sitte'Jc a uae Brune, J.)e v. i}.;*. 




With a brown liead, marked behind with a white i'pot : back 
grey ; wirsgs of a deep brown : under iide of the body of a 
dirty white; two middle feathers of the tail greyj the others 


Inliabits Carolina: and other pafts of North Jnwkih 


I I « 9. 


XHL T0;0 V, 
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DUSKY TODY: HOOPOE, 


J75. Du 5 Ky. 


Place. 


A. 


XIII. TODY. Cm. Birds XXV. 


Todi Sp. qu.ina, Pallas Spicii. vi. 17 . — Laiham. ii. 661 , N" 9 .— •Bii. Mus. 

T With a bill half an inch long, broad at the bafc, fiighdy 
• indented abov'c the noftrils, and a little bent near the point j 
bale bei'et with brillksi upper mandible brown, lower white; co- 
lors above dulky ; below yeilowilh white ; primaries and tail of the 
fame color with th.e bach, edged wide dirty wliite ; legs dark. Size 
of a Hedge Sparrow. 

Inhabits Rbcde JjJard. Has the aftions of a Idycatcher. Fre- 
quents decayed trees, and feeds on infects. Has a brief agreeable 
note, which it repeats twice or thricc.—Ert. Mus. 



H O O P O E. Cm, Birds XX VH. 


Hoopoe, Br. Zool. i. N'^ 90. — Latham, i. (iZ’j.—De Bvjp'on, vi. 439. 

Upupa Epop3, Hnrfoge], Popp, Faun, Suec. N" 105. — Lev. Mus. 

jpj With a high creft, of pale orange tipt with black : back and 
wings barred with black and white : neck reddifh brown : 
breaft and btdly white : only ten feathers in the tailj black, with a 

white 



H O O P O E. 
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white crefcent * acrofs the middle; legs black. L£NGTh twelve 
inches. 

Inhabits Europe, as far as Sweden, wiicre it is called Harfogcl, or 
Soldier-bird, not only on account of its plumed head, but becaufc 
the common people believe its appearance to be an omen of war. 

The Hoopoe is culled the llarfogel, or Soldier-hird, not fiom its 
creft but its note, uttering, as it runs on the ground, die note Opp, 
opp, opp, tlirice repeating it, then hailens moll fwifely to another Ipor, 
and repeats the fame. Opp, in the Swedijh language, figniiics the 
fame as Eo Arms ! hence this bird has been ftyled tlie omen of war. 
Tire Norwegians ilyle it ALrfugl it is therefore likely that it may 
fometirnes vilit their country. It is properly a fbuthern bird, and 
extends even to Egypt and India. Is common in the fouthern tie- 
ferts of liujfia and Tartary ■, grows fcarcer beyond the Oh-, yet fomc 
are feen beyoml lake Baikal, Dr. Fallas confirms to me its filthy 
manners f. He aifures, that it breeds, in preference, in putrid car- 
cafes ; and that he had feen the neft of one in die privy of an unin- 
habited houic, in the fubtirbs of Tzaritjyn. Lays from two to 
feven cinereous eggs, Ullially has no nell of its own. Breeds 
fometirnes in hollow trees, holes in walls, or on the ground. Mi- 
gratory. 

* Cotred the defetiption of this part in the Brinjh Zxkgy. 

-j- See Br. ZaoL i. eyS.—ls rarely feen 'iwBriudt,, 


Place. 


XIV. CREEPER 



FXTROPEAN, AND BAHAMA CREEPER, 


XIV. CREEPER. Gen. Birds XXVIII. 


174, Europhan. Br. 7.00L i. N"" 91 .^ — Catejlyf App. xxxvi. 

Certhiu Famiiiaris Ktypare, FaufuBuec. I06.— 1,701* 
i.,e Grinipereau, Dc BuJ/on, v. 481 . — Lev, Mu$. 

C With head and neck brown, ftreaked wdth black: rump 
• tawny : coverts .of wings varied with brown and black : pri- 
maries duiky, edged with white, and edged and barred with ferru- 
ginous mark.s : bread and belly filvery : tail very long, confifting 
of twelve Htarp-pointed feathers of a tawny hue. 

J'tAci. Inhabits North America. Is found, but very rarely, in Rtiffia and 

Sibiria. Found in Sweden, and never quits the country j and ex- 
tends as ftr north as Sondmor 

47 B.miaua, Bahama Titmoufc, Catefy^ i. 59^ 

YelloW'-bcllied Crcc^pcr, 362, 

Certhia Fkiveola, Lin. Syjt. 1, 737* 

Le Gnmpcreau de Martinique, ou Ic Sucrier, Brijfony ?li. 6iK 
Le Sucrier, l)€ B.uJJon, v* 542, 

^ With a dufky bill, head, and back : cheeks black ; above each 
eye is a yellow line : rump yellow : wings duficy ; the prima- 
ries croiTcd with a bar of white : neck, bread, and belly, yellow : 
tail black j the exterior feathers tipt with white. 

The female hath the fame marks, but the colors are more ob- 
feure, 


• Sirom, 244 . 


Inhabits 



PURPLE CREEPER. 
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Inhabits the Bahama Iflands, and the Antilles-, in the laft it lives Place. 
among the fugar-canes^ and fucks the fweet juice which exudes 
from them *. 


L’OIfeau pourpre a bee de grimpereau, T>i Buffon, v. 526 . — Latham, ii. 723 . 

^ Wholly of a purple color. Length four inches and a half. 

According to Seba, it inhabits Virginia-, and is laid to fing 

well. 


175- A. 
P U R P L E 
CrJ-I'PER* 


^ Di Bujfon, V. 542. 


XV. HONEY 
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RED-THROATED HONEYSUCKER. 


XV. H O N E Y S U C K E R. Gen. Birds XXIX 


i"6. Rro- faiier Mufcatu.s GtfKt'r, y/i/. 6^5, 

1 hroated. Ourifliii iivc Tomineio, Cluj. Exot. 96, 

CuaiRumbi Frima, (focm.) Marcgraoj-e, 196. 

Colibry, Vianiclin, or RifiDg Bird, 'Jojjllyris Foy. r 00.— 6 *'«— 'Lev* Mu;, 
Trochiius Colubris., Lin^ Syji. 191.* — Lnthamy i. 769. 

L’Oyfcau Mouchc a rouge gorge, BnJJony iii. 716. 

Humming Bird, Catejhy^ i. i^ 6 ,'^Ed'ZV* jS. 

Lc Rubis, De Bujj OK, vi. 13. 

H With a black bill, three quarters of an inch long : crown, 

I upper part of the neck, back, and coverts of the wings, of a 
molt: refplendent variable green and gold : chin and throat of a 
fnining rich fcarlet, changing, as oppofed to the light, from gold to 
a full black; thefe leathers lie nearly as compaftly asfcales: brcalf 
arid belly white ; the Tides green : middle feathers of the tail green ; 
the exterior purple. 

The chin, throat, and whole under fide, of the female, is wliite: 
the exterior feathers of the tail tipt with white. 

IviANKERs. This bird, fo admirable for its mimitenefs, vaft fwiftnels of Tight, 

food, and elegance of form and colors, gave rife to numbers of ro- 
iT'.antic tales. 'I'hey were ntjt the Fjircfeans alone, who were flruck 
with its great beauty ; the natives of America^ to whon’ it was fo 
familiar, were aFr'eclcd evith its gemm-cous appearance, and bellowed 
on it titles exprelliv'c of its refplendent colors. Some nations called 

* yeiiu.s may be divided into tiiofe with flrait and thofe with incurvated bills; 
but. ihete being none at the laft North Jmerka, thediftinftion is omitted. 

it 



RED-THROATED HONEYSUCKER. 
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it OuriJJia, and Guaracyaba^ or the Sun-beam; others, Guaraeygaha^ 
or Hairs of the Sun ; others again named it Huitzitzil, or Vidlilm^ 
or the Regenerated ; becaufe they believed it di(xl annually, and was 
reranimated at the return of the flowers it fed on : that it (luck its 
bill into the trunk of a tree, and remained lifeleis for fix montiis ; 
when the vital powxrs re-rnigratetl, ami reftored to nature one of 
its mod brilliant wonders. 

It flics with a fwiftnefs which the eye is incapable of following. SwirtNEas. 
The motion of tire wdngs is ib rapid as to be imperceptible to the 
niceft obferver. Lightning is fcarcely more tranfient than its flight, 
nor the glare more bright than its colors. It never feeds but upon Food. 

wing, fiifpended over the flower it extracts nourifliment from ; for 
its only food is the honied juice lodged in the nedarium, which it 
fucks through the tubes of its curious tongue. Like the Bee, hav- 
ing exhaufted the honey of one flower, it wanders to the next, in 
fearch of new fweets. It admires mod thofe flowers which have 
tire deeped tubes. I'hus the female Balfamine, and the Scarier 
Alonarda, are particular favorites. Whofoever fets thofe plants 
before the window is fure to be vifited by multitudes of thele di- 
nrinutive birds. It is a mod entertaining fight to fee them fwarm- 
ing around the flowers, and. trying every tube of verticillated plants, 
by putting their bills into every one which encircles the dalk. It 
they find that their brethren have been beforehand, and robbed the 
flower of the honey, they will, in rage, pluck off, and throw it on 
the ground. 

The mod violent paflions animate at times their little bodies, 

They have often dreadful conteds, when numbers happen to diipute 
pofTeflion of the fame flower. They will tilt againd one another 
with fuch fury, as if they meant to transfix their antagonids witli 
their long bills. During the fight, they frequently puriue the con- 
quered into the apartments of thofe houfes whole windows are left 
VoL. I. X X open, 
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open, take a turn round the room, as Flies do in England, and 
then lliddenly regain the open air. They are fearlefs of mankind j 
and in feeding will fulFer people to come within two yards of them; 
but on a nearer approach, dart away with admirable fwiftnefs. 

Fernandez Oviedo, an author of great repute, fpeaks from his own 
knowlege of the fpirited inftindl, even of this diminutive bird, in 
defence of its young : “ So that when they fee a man clime y' tree 
“ where they have tlieir nells, they flee at his face, and ftryke hym 
“ in the eyes, commyng, goying, and returnyng, with fuch fwyft- 
“ nefs, that no man woulde lyghtly beleeve it, that hath not feene 

Father Charlevoix gives a more apocryphal inftance of the cou- 
rage of this bird, in its attack on its difproportioned enemy the 
Raven, As foon as the laft appears, the Honeyfucker flies up like 
lightning, beds itfelf beneath the Raven’s wing, and, piercing him 
with his needle-like bill, till the bird is heard to croak with agony, 
at length tumbles to the ground dead, either from the fall or the 
wound. This relation feems of a piece with the combat of the 
Wren with the Eagle, mentioned by Arijlotle f : but, to do juftice 
both to the Frettch voyager and Grecian philofopher, I muft add, 
that each of them delivered their reports from oral evidence. 

Many fables have been related of the melody of the fong of thefe 
birds. In fa£t, their only note is Screep, /creep, /creep ; but the noiie 
which they make with thei'* wings, efpecially in the morning, when 
numbers are in motion, is a fort of buzz or found refembling that 
of a fpinning-wheel. Their note is chiefly emitted when they 
happen to ftrike againft each other in their flight. 

Their nefts arc found with great difficulty, being built in the 

* Hijl. b/ Wejl Indies, tranflated by Richard Eden, p. 1 39, 
f Hijh An, lib. ix. c. ii. vol. i. <ii\,--Chmkwit;, V. 23*. 
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branch of a tree, amidil the thick foliage. It is of elegance fuk- 
able to the architefts ; formed on die outfidc with mofs j in the in- 
fide lined with the down or golTamer colleded from the Great 
Mullein, or Verbajeum I'hapjus ; but it is alfo fometimes made of 
fiax, hemp, hair, and other foft materials. It is of an hemiiphericai 
fhape. Its inner diameter an inch : its depth half an incli. The 
female is laid to be the builder ; die male fupplying lier with ma- 
terials. Each aflifls in the labor of incubation, which continues 
during twelve days. They lay only two eggs, white, and as fmall 
as peale. The firll is very fingular, and contrary to the general 
rule of nature ; which makes, in all other inftanccs, die fmalleft and 
moft defencclefs birds the moft prolific. The reafons of the ex- 
ception in this cafe are double. The fmailncls of their bodies 
caufes them commonly to efcape the eyes of birds of prey ; or if 
feen, dieir rapid flight eludes purfuit : fo that the fpecics is pre- 
ferved as fully as if they had been the moll numerous breeders. 

'fhe Indians of Mexico, Peru, and Maynas, make moft exquifite 
pidlures of the feathers of birds ; but tliofe of the Honeyfuckers 
form the moft brilliant part. Some ule them as ornaments, and 
hang them as pendants in their ears, which give a blaze emulous 
of the Ruby and Emerald. In order to compofe piftures, the In- 
dians draw off the feathers with fmall pincers, and with fine pafte 
moft artfully join them together. They difpofe them with fuch 
Ikill, as to give the true lights and fiiade to the performance, and 
imitate nature with tlie greateft fidelity. Thele were meant to de- 
corate the idols and temples for, before the depreflion of the In- 
dian fpirit by the tyranny of the Spaniards, religion was highly cul- 
tivated among the Mexicans and Peruvians ; and, notwithftanding 
it was cruel, was attended with great fplendor. 

The generical name (in the Brafiiian tongue) of thefe birds, is 
Cuianumbi. There are feveral fpecies, but only one which is found 

X X 2 
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in North America. This kind is found from Canada, through that 
great continent, as low as Louiftana, and from thence to the Braftls, 
It breeds even in the northern climate of Canada ; but retires not 
only from thence, but even from the warm provinces of Carolina, 
at approacli of winter. In llijpaniola, the mountains of Jamaica, 
and the Braftls, countries where there are a perpetual fucceffion of 
flowers, they refide tliroughout the year. 


Latham ) i* 7S5» 


H. With Jong flrait flender bill : head of a rich variable green 
and gold : the feathers on the neck long, and difpofed on 
each fide in form of a ruff, and of a molt brilliant crimfon and cop- 
per color : back, and coverts of the tail, rull-colored t breaft and 
belly white, the laft dallied with red : feathers of the tail pointed ■, 
the ends brown, bottoms ferruginous : coverts of wings green : 
primaries deep blue. 

CrowTi, upper part of the neck, back, and coverts of wings and 
tail, green and gold : throat white, fpotted with brown and varia- 
ble copper : belly white, dalhed with* ruff : primaries deep blue ; 
middle feathers of the tail green thofe on the fide ferruginous at 
their bottoms, black in the middle, and tipped with white. 

Inhabit in great numbers the neighborhood of Nootka Sound. 
The Indians brought them to our navigators alive, with a long hair 
faftened to one of their legs. 


ORDER IIL 
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XVI. TURKEY. Gen. Birds XXXI. 


Turkey, JoJ/dyn's Foy. %,—Clayto7t's Firgi/i.—PL Tr. Abridg, iii. 

149. — Caiejly, App* xliv, 

Le Coc d’Inde, BelG?h 248, 

Gallo-pavus, Gefner, Av. 481* — Im, 56. 

Gallo-pavo, Aldro-v. /Iv. ii, 18, 

Gallo-pavo, the Turkey, A. 3. 

Gallo-pavo Sylveflris No^va Anglia^ a Nezv England Wild Turkey, Rail ^yn* 
A'V. 51 . 

Meleagris GallO'-pavo, M. capitc canmcula frontali gularique, marls pettore 
harbato, Lhi. Syfi. 268. 

Le Dindon, De Buffon, ii* 132 . — Briffony i. 158* tab. xyi.^PL EnL 97. 


178. Wild. 


T. 


With the chara(5lers defcribed in the definition of the mentis. Descriptiom 


JL • Color of tiie plumage dark, glofled with variable copper 
color and green : coverts of the wings, and the qull-feathers, barred 
with black and white. Tail confills of two orders ; the upper, or 
fhorter, very elegant ; the ground color a bright bay ■, the middle 
feathers marked with numerous bars of lliining black and green ; 
the greateft part of the exterior feathers of the fame ground with 
the others, marked with only three broad bands of mallard green, 
placed remote from each other; the two next are colored like thofe 
of the middle; but the end is plain, and crofied with a fingle bar, 
like the exterior. 

The 


Tail. 
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The longer, or lower order, were of a rufty white color, mottled 
with black, and croffed with numerous narrow waved lines of the’ 
fame color, and near the end with a broad band. 

Wild Turkies prcferve a famenefs of coloring. The tame, as 
ufual with domeftic animals, vary. It is needlefs to point out the 
differences, in fo well-known a bird. The bladk approach nearefb 
to the original ftock. This variety I have feen nearly in a ftate of 
nature, in Richmond and other parks. A moft beautiful kind has 
White of late been introduced into England, of a fnowy whitenefs, finely 

VAR IS I contralling with its red head, and black pefloral tuft. Thefe, I 

think, came out of Holland, probably bred from an accidental wliite 
pair ; arid from them preferved pure from any dark or variegated 
birds. 

The fizes of the wild Turkies have been differently rcprefented. 
Some w’riters allert, that tliere have been inftances of their w^eigh- 
ing fixty pounds ; but I find none who, fpeaking from their owm 
knowlege, can prove their weight to be above forty. JoJfelyn fays, 
that he has eaten part of a Cock, which, after it v/as plucked, and 
th.e entrails takerj out, weighed thirty *. Lawjon, whofe authority 
is unqueftionable, faw half a Turkey ferve eight hungry men for 
two meals f > "viid fays, that lie had leen others, which, he believ- 
ed, weighed forty pounds. Catcjby tells us, that out of the many 
hundreds which he had handled very few exceeded thirty pounds. 
Each of thefe fpeak of their being double that fize, merely from the 
reports of others. 

Manners. The manners of thefe birds are as fingular as their figure. Their 

attitudes in the feaibn of courtfhip are very ftriking. The males 
fling their heads and neck backwards, brittle up their feathers, 

* iWav England Rarities^ 8. f HiJ}. Carolina, 149 and 27. 

I App. xliv. — The greatdl certain weight is given by Mr* Clayton, who faw one 
that reached TranR 
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drop their wings to the ground, ftnit and pace mod: ridiculoufly ; 
wheel round the females, with their wings ruffling along the earth, 
at tlie fame time emitting a ftrange found through their noftrils, 
not unlike the grurr of a great fpinning-whetd. On being inter- 
rupted, fly into great rages, and change their note into a loud and 
guttural gobble i and then return to dalliance. 

The found of the females is plaintive and melanclioly. 

The pafllons of tlie males are very ftrongly exprefled by the 
change of colors in the fielhy fubftance of the head and neck, which 
alters to red, white, blue, and yellowifli, as they happen to be af- 
fefted. The fight of any thing red excites their choler greatly. 
They are polygamous, one cock ferving or hens. They 
lay in the fpring ; and will lay a great number of eggs. They will 
perfifl: in laying for a great while. They retire to fome obfeure 
place to fit, the cock, through rage at lols of its mate, being very 
apt to break the eggs. The females are very aflfedfionate to the 
young, and make great moan on the lofs of them. They fit on 
their eggs with fuch perfeverance, that, if they are not taken away 
when addle, the hens will almoft periflt with hunger before they 
will quit the ncll, 

Turkies greatly delight in the feeds of nettles ; but thofe of '•he 
purple Fox-glove prove fatal to them 

They are very ftupid birds ; quarrelfome, and cowardly. It is 
diverting to fee a whole flock attack the common Cock i who will 
for a long time keep a great number at bay. 

They are very fwift runners, in the tame as well as the wild 
ftate. They are but indifferent flyers. They love to perch on 
trees j and gain the height they wifli, by rifing from bough to bouglu 
In a wild ftate, they get to the very fummit of the loftieft trees, 
even fo high as to be beyond the reach of the mufquet f . 
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In the ftate of nature they go in flocks even of five hundred *. 
Feed much on the fmall red acorns ; and grow fo fat in March^ 
that they cannot fly more than three or four hundred yards, and are 
then foon rim down by a horfeman. In the unfrequented parts 
bordering on the Miffifipi, they are fo tame as to be lliot with even 
a piftol f. 

They frequent the great fwamps ^ of their native country} and 
leave them at I’un-rifing to repair to the dry woods, in fcarch of 
acorns, and various berries } and before fun-fet retire to the fwamps 
to rooft. 

The flelh of the wild Turkey is faid-to be fuperior in goodnefs 
to the tame, but redder. Eggs of the former have been taken 
from the neft, and hatched under tame Turkies; the young will 
ftill prove wiki, perch k;paratc, yet mix and breed together in the 
fealbn. The Indians fometimes ufe the breed produced from the 
wild, as decoy-birds, to feduce thofe in a ftate of nature within their 
reach §. 

Wild Turkics are now grown moft excefllvely rare in tlie inha- 
bited parts of America^ and are only found in numbers in the diflant 
and mofi: unfrequented fpots. 

The Indians make a moft elegant cloathing of the feathers. 
I'hey twift the inner webs into a flrong double thread of Kemp, 
or inner bark of the mulberry-tree, and work it like matting. It 
appears very rich and .glofly, and as fine as a filk lhag l|. They 
alfo make fans of the tail ; anti the French of Louiftana were wont 
to make umbrellas by the jundion of four of the tails 


La-wforif Z49. f Adair's Arner* 360. 

J it is in tlie fvvarnps that the lofiiefl and mofi bulky trees grow: the wet, with 
which they are environed;, makes them a moft fccure retreat. 

§ hmAoUt 149 ^ 11 La'vifoii, — Adair, 15 Du 
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When difturbed, they do not take to wing, but run oiJt of fight. 
It is ufua) to chafe them witii dogs ; when they will fly, and perch 
on the next tree. They are fo ftupid, or fo infenfible of danger, as 
not to fly on being Ihot at ; but the furvivors remain unmoved at 
the death of their companions *. 

Turkies are natives only of Jmerka^ or the Ne^j) lVorld\ and of 
courfe unknown to the antients. Since both theie pofitions have 
been denied by fome of the moll eminent naturalifcs of the fixtcenth 
century, I beg leave to lay open, in as few words as poflible, the 
caufe of their error. 

Belon f , die earlieft of thofe writers who are of opinion that theie 
birds were natives of the old world, founds his notion on the dc- 
fci'iption of the Guinea Fowl, the Meleagrides of Strabo, Athoueus, 
Pliny, and others of the antients. I rell the refutation on the ex- 
cellent account given by Athen.ms, taken from Clytus Milefms, a 
difciple of y/n7?(5//i?, which can fuit no other than that fowl. “ They 
want,” fays he, " natural aftedlion towards their young. Their 
head is naked, and on the top is a hard round body, like a peg 
“ or nail: from their cheeks hangs a red piece of flefli, like a 
“ beard : it has no wattles, like the common poultry : the feathers 
“ are black, fpotted with white : tliey have no fpurs : and both 
fexes are fo like, as not to be diftingtiiflied by the fight.” Farrof. 
and Pliny § talce notice of the fpotted plumage, and the gibbous 
fubftance on the head. Athen^eus is more minute, and contnadids 
every charader of the Turkey : whofe females are remarkable for 
their natural affedion ; which differ materially in form from the 
males j whofe heads arc deftitute of the callous fubftanct ; and 
whofe heels (in the male) are armed with fpurs. 

* Du Pratz, 224. t 24®’ Fijl.iiss 0 :J I Lib. ili. c. 9. 

§ Lib. X, c. 26# 
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Jldrovimdus, who died in 1605, draws his arguments from the 
fame fource as Belon ; I therefore pafs him by, and take notice of, 
the greateft of our naturalifts, Gesner *' ; who falls into a mitlake 
of another kind, and wi{l:ies the Turkey to be thought a native of 
India. He quotes Mlian for that purpofe , who tells us, “ that in 
“ India are very large poultry, not with combs, but with various- 

colored crefts, interwoven like flowers : with broad tails, neither 
“ bending, nor difplayed in a circular form, which they draw along 
“ the ground, as Peacocks do when they do not ered them : and 
“ that the feathers are partly of a gold color, partly blue, and of 
** an emerald color f . 

This, in all probability, was the fimc bird with the Peacock 
Pheafint of Mr. Edwards, Le Paon de Pihet of M. Brijfon, and the 
Pavo Bicakaratus of Linnaus. I have feen this bird living. It has 
a crefl, but not fo confpicuous as that defcribed by Mlian ■, but it 
has thofe ftriking colors in form of eyes : neither does it ered its 
tail like the Peacock The Caireus of Strabo § feems to be the 
fame bird. He defcribes it as uncommonly beautiful, and fpotred; 
and very like a Peacock. The former author j] gives a more mi- 
nute account of this fpecies, and under the fime name. He bor- 
rows it from CUtarchus, an attendant of Alexander the Great in all 
his conquefts. It is evident from his defcription, that it was of this 
kindj and it is likewife probable, that it was tire fame with his 
large Indian poultry before cited. He celebrates it alfo for its fine 
note ; but allowance muft be made for the credulity of /Elian. 
The Catreus, or Peacock Pheafant, is a native of Pibet, and in all 
probability of the north of India, where CUtarchus might have ob- 
ferved it for the march of Alexander was through that part of In- 

* Av, 481. I DeAnim, lib. xvi. c. 2. J Edw. ii. 

i. 291.— 268. ^ Lib. XV, p. 1046. II De Anim.fHo.xvii. 



WILD TURKEY, 


34; 


dia which borders on 'Tibet, and now known by the name of Penj-ah, 
or Five Rivers. 

I Iball now colleft from authors the feveral parts of the world 
where Turkics are unknown in the ftate of nature. Europe has no 
ihare in the queilion, it being generally agreed, that they arc ex- 
otic in rcfpeft to our continent. 

Neither are they found in any part of Jfia Minor, or the /iftaftc 
Turkey, notwithftanding ignorance of their true origin firftcauled 
them to be named from that empire. About Aleppo, capital of 
Syria, they are only met with domefticated, like other poultry *. In 
Armenia they ai'e unknown, as well as in Perjia, having been brought 
from Venice by fome Armenian merchants into that empire f ; where 
they are Itill fo fcarce, as to be preferved among other rare fowds 
in tlie Royal menagery J. 

In India they are kept for ufe in our fcttlements, -and imported 
from Europe, as I have been more than once informed by gentle- 
men long refident in that countiy. 

Du Halde acquaints us, that they are not natives of China ; but 
were introduced there from other countries. lie errs, from mif- 
information, in faying that they are common in India. 

I will not quote Gemelli Careri, to prove tiiat they are not found 
in the Philippine iflands, becaufe that gentleman, with his pen, tra- 
velled round the world in his cafy chair, during a very long indif- 
pofition and confinement §. 

But Dampier bears wimefs that none are found in Mindanao i|. 

The hot climate of Africa barely fuffers thefe birds to exiil; in 
that vaR continent, except under the care of mankind. Very few 
are found in Guinea, except in the hands of the Europeans : t^ie ne- 

*■ RifJPdl, 63. f Ta^vernkr, 146. I ddi'i Ira-vas, i. 12S. 

§ Tn James Porter's Oljl Turkey, i. 1. li b S’*' 
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groes declining to breed any, on account of their great tender- 
nefs *. 

Profpef Alpinus fatisfies us that they are not found either in Nubia 
or in Egypt. He defcribes the Meleagrides of the antients ; and 
only proves that the Guinea-htm were brought out of Nubia, and 
fold at a great price at Cairo f, but is totally filent about the Tur- 
key of the moderns. 

Let me in this place obferve, that the GuineaAit'os, have long 
been imported into Britain. They were cultivated in our farm- 
yards: for I difcover, in 1277, in the grainge of Clifton, in the pa- 
rilh of Amhrojders, in Buckinghamjhire, among other articles, vi. nm- 
tilcnes, and Jex Africans for this fowl was familiarly 
known by the names Jfra Avis, and Gallina Afrlcana & Numida. 
It was introduced into Italy from Africa, and from Rome into our 
country. They were neglected here by reafon of their tendernefs 
and difficulty of rearing. We do not find them in the bills of fare 
of our antient feafts § : neither do we find the Turkey : which lad 
argument amounts to almoft a certainty, that fuch a hardy and 
princely bird had not found its way to us. The other likewife was 
then known here by its claffical name ; for that judicious writer. 
Dr. Caius 1 |, defciibes, in the beginning of the reign of Elizabeth, 
the Guinea fowl, for the benefit of his friend Gejner, under the 
name of Melfagris, bellowed on it by Ariftotle 

Having denied, on the very bed authorities, that the Turkey ever 
cxided as a native of the old world, I mud now bring my proofs 

♦ Burbot i in ChurdilPs Coll v. ig.-^Bofman, zzg. f ////?* Hat, 

jEgypiii i. 201. J Kenneths Parochial J at iq. 287. 

§ Neither in that of George Nevih archbifhop of l^orky in 1466, nor among the 
delicacies mentioned in the Northumberland Houfhold Book, in the beginning of the 
reign of Henry VIII, 

IJ Caii Opujc. |{1 I/i/f, An. lib, vi, c. 2. 
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of its being only a native of the new j and of the period in which 
it firft made its appearance in Europe. 

The firft precife defcription of thefe birds is given by Oviedo ; 
who in 1525 drew up a fummary of his greater work, the Hificry 
of the Indies, for the ufe of his monarch Charles V. This learned 
man had vifited the Weft Indies and its iflands in perfon, and payed 
particular regard to the natural hiftory. It appears from him, tliat 
the Turkey was in his days an inhabitant of the greater iflands, and 
of the main land. He fpeaks of them as Peacocks j for, being a 
new bird to him, he adopts tliat name, from the refcmblance he 
thought they bore to the former : “ But (fiys lie) the neck is bare 
“ of feathers, but covered with a flein which they change after their 
“ phantafie into divers colours. They have a horn as it were on 
‘‘ their front, and haires on the breaft He delcribes other 
birds, which he alfo calls Peacocks. They are of the gallinaceous 
genus, and known by the name of Curajfao birds; the male of 
which is black, the female ferruginous. 

The next who fpeaks of them as natives of the main land of die 
warmer parts of America, is Franeijeo Fernandez, fent there by 
Philip II. to whom he was phyfician. This naturalift obferved 
them in Mexico. We find by him, that the Indian name of "he 
male was Iluexoloft, of the female Cihuatotolin : he gives them the 
title of Callus Indicus, and Callo-Pavo, As the Indians as well as 
Spaniards domefticated thefe ufeful birds, he fpeaks of the fize by 
comparifon, faying that the wild were twice the magnitude of the 
tame ; and that they were fhot with arrows or guns ■}■. I cannot 
learn the time when Fernandez wrote. It miift be between the 
years 1555 and 1598, the period of Philip'^ reign. 

Pedro de Cieja mentions Turkies on the Ifthmus of Darien t 

* lu Purchas, lii. 995. i A- t 

Xtian Tra^cU^ 20 . j 
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l/ry, a fortugueje author, alTerts that they are found in Braftly and 
givfs tJiem an Indian name * ; but fince I can difcoyer no traces of 
them in tliat diligent and excellent naturalift Marcgrave, who re- 
fidcd long in that country, I muft deny my aflenr. But the former 
is confirmed by that able and honeft navdgator Damper, who faw 
Ycc vr AN. them frequently, as well wild as tame, in the province of Yucatan f, 

now reckoned part of the kingdom of Mexico. 

N , A ^i H R 1 c A. In North America they were obferved by the very firft difcoverers. 

When Rene de Laudonniere, patronized by Admiral Coligini, attempt- 
ed to foma a fettlement near the place where Charlefto-wn now Hands, 
he met with them on his firft landing, in 1564, and by his hiftorian, 
has reprclenfed them with great fidelity in the Vth plate of the re- 
cital of his voyage J. From his time, the witnefles to their being 
natives of this continent are innumerable. They have been feen in 
flocks of hundreds in all parts, from Louifiana even to Canada : but 
at this time are extremely rare in a wild ftatc, except in the more 
diftant parts, where they are ftill fouird in vaft abundance. 

\Vh E N 1 1 R 3 r IN- It was from Mexico or Yucatan that they were firft introduced into 
KuROi'i,^^ Europe-, for it is certain that they were imported into Engtcmd as 

early as the year 1524, the 15th of Henry VIII §. We probably 
received them from Spain, with which w'^e had great intercourfe 
till about that time. They were moft fuccefsfully cultivated in 
our kingdom from that period ; infumuch that they grew common 
in every farm-yard, aird became even a dilh in our rural feafts by 

* In De Laet^s Defer, dcs hicks, roj ges, voL ii. part. 2(1, p. 65, 

8;, 1 14. t De Bry. 

§ Baler j Chr , — JmhfoAS DiSi, Com, 1 . 3 5 4. — Ii. 165, mnkes 
their inti eduction about the year 15 32. Barnahy Googe, one of our early writcri' on 
hulhandry, hiys they were not feen here before 1 530. He highly commends a Lady 
ilaksy of Kent, lor her excellent management of ihefe fowl. p. 166* 


the 
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the year 1585; for we may certainly depend on the word of old 
Tujfer, in his account of the Chriftmas hulbandlie fare *. 

Beefe, mutton, and porkc, Hired pies of the beft. 

Pig, vcale, goofe and capon, and T urkie well drefl : 

Cheefe, apples, and nuts, jolie carols to heare. 

As then in the countrie, is counted good chearc. 

But at this very time they were fo rare in France, that we are 
told that the very firft which was eaten in that kingdom appeared 
at the nuptial feaft of Charles IX. in 1570!. 

They are now very common in all parts of Riijfia, but will not 
thrive in Sibiria. Are cultivated in Sweden and even in Norway, 
where they degenerate in fize 

♦ Five hundred pointes of good htijbandrky p- 57* 

AnderJorCs Dicl* Conun* i. 410 * t Ponfcfp. 78 > 
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XVII. GROUS. Ge}}. Birds XXXVI. 


RafFcd Heatlicock, or Grous, EJav. z^S.^^Latham* 

> 

Morehen, La Honiany i* 69. 

Pheafant, Linvfon^ 139. 

letrao umbellus, Lin. Syjl. 275.— -Tetrao togatus, 

La gclinote liupee de Penfylvanie, i. 214.— and, La groflc gelinotc 

de Canada^ioj . 

Lc Coq dc Bruyere a fraife, DeBuffottyOi/^ ii. 281-— P/. J 5 '///. 104.— Lev. 
Mus,— ‘B l. Mus. 


G R. With a great ruff on the hind part of the neck, to be 
railed or deprelTed at pleafure ; the head crefted : that, hind 
part of the neck, the ruff, back, and coverts of the wings, pret- 
tily varied with brown, ferruginous, and black : the black on the 
ruff difpofed in broad black bars ; the coverts of the tail marked 
with heart-fliaped fpots of white : chin white : forepart of the neck 
yellowiih: bread; and belly dirty white, barred with cinereous 
brown : primaries barred on their outmoll fides with black and rull- 
color. 

Tail large, expanfible like a fan ; in fome of a cinereous colour, 
in others orange, molt elegantly barred with narrow undulated lines 
of black j near the end with a broad band of alh-color, another 
of black, and tipped with white. 

Legs feathered to the feet : toes naked and peftinated. 

Female wants both creft and ruff. Crown dufky : back mixed 
w'ith black and ruff-colour like a Woodcock: breaft, belly, and 
coverts of the wings, barred with dirty white and cinereous brown : 

tail 
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tail flioit, brown, tipt with white; two middle feathers mottled 
with red. 

In fize thefe birds oblerve a medium between a Pheafant and a 
Partridge. Length i foot 5 inches. 

'I'hey inhabit North Anerica, from Jhtdftm's Bav* to the Car oil- n 
ms, and probably to Lcuijuina +. 

1 he hiftory of this fpcxics is very curious: ail wlfich I. beg Mannf-'- 

leave to tranfcribe from Mr. Eckvards, according to the accounts 
given him by Mr. Bartram anti Mr. Brooke, who lr.nI frequent op- 
portunity of obferving its manners ; to which I fliall add another, 
borrowed from the Travels of the Bai on La Ihntan. 

“■ He is (iays Mr, Bartram) a fine bird when his gaiety is dif- From Mr. Bar* 
played; that is, when he fpreads his t.ail like that of a Turkey- i'ram. 

“ cock, and erefls a circle of feathers round his neck like a ruff, 

" walking very ftately with an even pace, and making a noife foine- 
“ thing like a Turkey ; at which time the hunter rnuft fire immedi- 
ately at him, or he files awaydireftly two or three hundred yards, 

“ before he fettles on the ground. There is fomething very remark- 
“ able in what we call thtir thumping; which they do with their 
“ wings, by clapping them againft their fides, as the hunters fry, 

“ They ftand upon an old fitllen tree, that has lain many years on 
“ the ground, where they begin their ftrokes gradually, at about 
" two feconds of time diftant from one another, and repeat them 
qtiicker and cyuicker, until they make a noife like thunder at a 
“ diftance; which continues, from the beginning, about a minute; 

“ then ceafeth for about fix or eight minutes befoi e it begins again. 

The found is heard near half a mile, by which means they arc dif- 


* Phil Tranf, Ixil, 393* 

f The accounts given by Boffu, LngL ecL 05:. aiul b} 
night for us to determine the fpecics they mean* Lbariccr:Xy 
Camda^ vol. v. defcribcs it very well. 

VoL. I. ^ 


A AT-, ib are 
in his account c\ 


covered 
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“ covered by the hunters, and many of them killed. I have fhot 
“ many of them in this pofition ; but never law them thump, they 
“ molHy feeing me firft, and lb left off. They commonly exercife 
“ in tliumping ipring and flill, at about nine or ten in the morning, 
“ and four oi' five in the afternoon. Their food is chiefly ber- 
“ ries and feeds of the country : their flelli is white, and choice 
food, I believe they breed but once a year, in the Ipring, and 
“ hatch twelve or fourteen at a brood ; which keep in a company 
“ till the following fpring. Many have attempted to raife the young 
“ ones, and to tame tliem j but to no purpofe. When liatched 

“ under a hen, they efcape into the v.oods foon after they are 

“ hatched, evhere they cither find means to fubfift, or perilh.” 

Mr. Brooke. The hiitory of this bird is thus further iiluflrated by Mr. Brooke 

Maryland y in North America: The ruffed Grous, or Plieafinr, 
“ breeds in all parts of Maryland, forne countries on the Eaftern 
“ flrore excepted. They lay their eggs in nefts they make in the 
leaves, either by the fide of fallen trees, or the roots of ffanding 
" ones. They lay from tw'elve to fixteen eggs : the time of incu- 
“ bation is in the fpring; but how long their egtgs are liatching 
“ I cannot fay ; but probably it is three weeks, the time that a 
'' Dunghill Hen fits. I have found their nefts when a boy, and 
have endeavoured to take the old Pheafanr, but never could fuc- 
" ceed : fire would almoft let me put my hand upon her before Ihe 
“ would quit her neft; then by artifice fire would draw me off 
" from her eggs, by fluttering juft before me for a hundred paces 
** or more ; fo that I have been in conftant hopes of taking her. 
“ They leave their nefts as foon as they arc hatched ; and 1 believe 
they live at firft on ants, fmall worms, &c. When they are a 
“ few days old, they hide themfclves fo artfully among the leaves, 
that it is difficult to find them : as they grow up, they feed on 
“ various berries, fruits, and grain of the country: grapes they 

“ likewifc 
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“ likewife are fond of in the feafon ■, but the Pheaftnt is more par- 
“ ticiilai ly fond of t!ie ivy-berry, j do not know any other animal 
“ tliai feeds on tliis berry ; 1 know it !s poilon to many. Though 
“ the Pheafant hatches many young at a time, and often fits twice 
“ a year, t!ie great number and variety of Hawics in Maryland 
“ feeding on them, prevents their increaiintr fafo Ti'a; bcatint'- of 
'' the Plu'^Tint, as we term it, is a noile cir.eny made ni tire fpring 
« of the year by the coek-bird ; it may be diilindiy Ireard a, iniic in a 
“ calm tlay ; titcy fvvcll their breads like the Powting Pigeon, and 
beat with their wings, wliicli make a noiie not unlike a diaim in 
“ found i but the Pheafant fhortens each founo’ing note, till they 
I’tin one into another tindillingniilrably, like llrlking two empty 
“ bottles totrcthcr.” 

e.j 

In order to perfcel, as far as I am able, the hillury of this bird, Howtak. 
I fliall give a Cjuotation from Baron La Honlan’s Ley ages to North 
Amerkay publifiied in Englijhy (vol, i. p. 67.) where he fpeaks of 
a bii'd found near tlie lakes of Canada, which, I think, can be no 
other than the abovc-tleiciibed, diouidi the names piven them dif- 

■* O O 

r'lgree. 

La IJordan fat's, I went in company with lome Canadrfe on 
“ purpofe to fee that fowl liap with its wings ; believe me, this 
“ figlit is one of the greatcll curiofitics in the world ; tor their flap- 
“ ping makes a noife much like a drum, for about die fpace of a 
“ minute; then the noife ceafes tor half a quarter of an hour; 

“ after which it begins again. By this noife wc were direded to 
‘‘ the place where the unfortunate More- hen fit, and found them 
“ upon rotten mofly trees. By tl.apping one wing againll die 
other they mean to call their niates ; and the liummuig nOil;. u a 
enfues thereupon may be heard halt a quarter of a Icagin. 1 " ^ 

“ they do in the months oi April, May, Septenwrr, aiiu » 

“ and, which is very remarkable, the More-licn never daps ui tni> 

7 . rt “ manner 
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Mr. Graham, 


Pinnated, 


manner but upon one tree. It begins at break of day, and gives 
over at nine o’clock in the morning, till about an hour before fun- 
“ let, then it flutters again, and continues fo to do till night.” 

To thel'e accounts I beg leave to add the following, out of the 
Philofophical Prmyaiiions •> which informs us, that this fpecies of 
Grous bears the Indmi name of Pujkee, or Pufpujkee, at Hudjon’s Bay, 
on account of the leannefs and drynefs of their flelh, which is ex- 
tremely wliite, and of a very clofe texture ; but when well prepared, 
is excellent eating. They arc pretty common at Mooje Fort and 
flenly Houfe but are feldom feen at Albany Fort, or to the northward 
of the above places. In winter tliey feed upon juniper-tops, in fum- 
mer on goofeberries, rafpberries, currants, cranberries, iPc. They 
are not migratory ■, flaying all the year at Mooje Fort : they build 
their neft on dry ground, hatch nine young at a time, to which the 
mother clucks as our common hens do •, and, on the left appearance 
of danger, or in order to enjoy an agreeable degree of warmth, the 
young ones retire under the wings of their parent. 


Urogallus minor fufeus cervicc plumis alas imitamlbus donata, Catefij, Jpp, t.ib. I . 
Tetrao Cupklo, Lin. Syp. 274. — Latham. 

La Gclinote hupce d’Amerique, i. 212 .~Lev. Mus.— Be. Mes. 


^ R. With head, checks, and neck of a reddifti brown, mai ked 
with dufky lines: chin and throat of a pale rufty brown: 
on the head is a fmall creft : on each fide of the neck a moft fin- 
gular tuft (five feathers in each) gradually lengthening to the fifth, 
which is about three inches long: the upper feathers ferruginous 
and white j the lower black : back and fcapulars black and pale 
ruft-colour ; the former fjjotted with white : breaft and belly barred 
with white and pale brown ; tail barred with pale brown and black. 

Legs 
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Legs covered with foft brown feathers ; toes naked and pecti- 
nated. 

Size of a Pheafant. A peculiar fpecies, not to be confounded 
with the preceding *. Defcribed from the real bird by Mr. 
h; and by myfelffrom the fpecimens in Mrs. Blackburn’s cabinet, 
which were fent from the province of Conneclicui. Is frequent 
about a hundred miles up Albany river, in lludfon’s Bay. 

The tufts, which diftinguifli tliis fpecies from all othej-s, are 
rooted high on the neck, not far from the hind part of the head. 
The bird has the power of ereCting or dropping them at pleafure. 
When difliirbed, it would Ipread them horizontally, like little wings ; 
at other times let them fall on the fides of die neck f. It is pro- 
bable, that they affill in running or flying, or perhaps both, us the 
real wings are very fhort, in proportion to the weight of the body, 
Thefe appendages are peculiar to the cock, and almoft the only 
difference between it and the hen. 


Long-tailed Groas, Ed-w. 1 18. — Ph. Tr. Ixii. 

Tetrao Phafianellus, Lin, Syjt. 273. — Latham. 

Lc Coq de Bruyeres a longue queue, de la Bayc de Budj'mi, Brijfoth -dff, <), — De 
Buffi/t, ii. 286. 

^ R. With the head, checks, and hind part of the neck, varied 
with reddifli brown and black ; the back and coverts of the 
tail of the fame color : the fcapulars and great coverts of tire wings 
ferruginous, fpotted with black, and great fpots of white : prima- 
ries black, fpotted with white : breaft and fides white, elegantly 
marked with lagittal fpots of b lack ; belly white : tail Ihort and 


Size. 


Place. 


rSl. 

TAILED. 


7 'he Comte Da Bujin, ii. 282. falls into this miftiTke. 


t Catejly, 
cuneiform j 
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cuneiform ; the two middle feathers two inches longer than the 
others : the tail is of die fame color with tlic back, only the 
exterior feathers are fpotted with white : the legs arc covered with 
foft and long feathers, extending over the pefbinated toes, which 
would be otherv/ife naked. 

S)7,i . 'riic Length of this fpecies is feventeen inches : the Extent of 

wings twenty-four: Weight two pounds. 

Fi Inhabits lltnijofis Bay ; and, according to Dr. Miuhel, the unfi e- 

(piented parts of Virginia ; but none have been brought over to 
England fiom any other place than the Bay. 

IJn/hfiis confounds this with the Wood Grous, or Cock of the 
Wood Comjiarifon will ihew with hosv little reafon the Comte 
,Dt' Bujfcn t makes it to be the female of the next fpccies, our Spot- 
ted Grous. If the female of thatwus not afeertained, the difference 
in the form of the tail would be fuffeient to eifablidi a diftinftion j 
bv whidt it approaches neardt to the European Pheafant of any 
laird in North America, 

The Indians about Iludjons Bay call this fpecies the Au Kufkozv. 
It contiiiLies there die whole year; lives among the fmall larch 
buflics, and feeds, dui ing winter, on the buds of that plant and the 
birc h ; in the fummer, on all forts of berries. The females lay from 
nine to thirteen eggs. The young, like others of this genus, run 
as foon as hatched, and make a puling noife like a chicken. They 
differ chiefly from the cock, in having lefs of the red naked Ikin 
over the eyes. The cock has a nu ill crowing note, but not very 
loud. When diflurbed, or while, flying, it makes a repeated noife 
of Cuck, Click j and makes a noife with the feathers of its tail like 
the cracking of a fltn. I'he fldla of thefe birds is of a light brown 
color, picfiiip, and very juicy. 

iip, Zc'il. u 92. tab, xL ^ | 0}J\ li. 279. 


Black 
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Black and Spotted Ileatkcock (male) E//w. i i 8, 

Brown and Spotted Heathcock (female) £dw, ji. 

Tetrao Canadenfis (male) Lin. SyjL 274, 

Tetrao Canace (female) Lin.Syfl.zji^.—Latham. 

La Gehnote de la lluye de Hiuifon, Bn/Jlny i, 201, and the fame, Jpp. 10. (male.) 

La Ge’ir.ote de Canada, Bripn, 1 . 203. tab, xx. fig. 1. 2. (m. and fern.) De 

Eujfcn, ii. 271 ; — Bl EhI. 131, 132. 

I^R. With a witite fpot before and behind each eye; head, neck, 
back, and coverts of die wings and tail, duflcy brown, crofll’d 
widi black : throat of a gloffy black, boundeil by a white line, 
commencing at the e/iernal corner of each eye : breail: of the for- 
mer color ; belly v.'hite, marked with great black Ipots ; tail black, 
external feathers tipt with orange ; legs feathered : toes naked and 
peftinatetl. 

The Fem ale is of a reddifli brown, barred and fpotted with black ; 
belly of a dirty white, fpotted with black ; tail of a deep brown, 
barred with mottled bands of black 3 the tips of the exterior fea- 
thers orange. 

The Weight is twenty-three ounces: Length fifteen inches ; 
Extent near two feet. 

Inhabits Hudj'ons Bay, Ne'cvfotindland, and Canada. Is called by 
the Englip of Hudj'ons Bay, the IHood Parlridye, from its liviiig in 
pine woods. Thelc birds arc vciy llupjdj fo that they are often 
knocked down with a flick ; and are nfuaiiy caught by the natw'cs 
with a noofe faflened to a flake. ,In luminer tney aie veiy palat- 
able; for in that leafon they feed on berries. In v/inter tney hve. 
on the fhoots of the fpruce-fir, which infekls the fiefii with a eery 
difagreeable talle. If it is true, that this Ipecics lays but five 
eggs *, it is a ftrange exception to tiie prtdific nattiie of th^ 


182. Spotted* 


Ffmale* 

Size. 

V L ,A C t, . 


^ PL Tr, Ixii* 390, 


VShke 
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Whit? 


Vv'i.i'C E:hv, "ji. — EIJiEs Voy* 37 * 

L:i liiigopede de la Baic^ dc liudjhuy De ii. 276. tab. 

]. a Gdinotc blanche, Brifoth 1.216. — PL EnL 

'rctiao Lagopu;;, Sn-oripa, Lappis Cheruna, Sulw 203. 


hU M M R 
Ptt ^:AGK. 


Win rra 

Fl u m a i; i,. 

Dot; liT y 

I'e A ! H EKHO. 


Size* 

P L A c r . 


With a black bill: fcarlet eye-brows, very large in the 
male, in rlie female far lefs confpicuoiis. Head, neck, and 
part of the back, coverts of the tail, and fcapulars, deep orange, 
ci-offed with numerous duiky lines, and often marked with great 
blotches of white : belly, legs, and middle feathers of the tail, white : 
the reft of the tail duiky, tipt with white : theihafts of the quill 
featliers black : the legs and toes w^armly clad wnth a very thick and 
Jong coat of loft wliitc featliers : the claws broad and flat, adapted 
for digging. 

Such is the lummer dreis ; in winter they change their color to 
white, or, more properly Ipeaking, moult, and change their colored 
plumes for w hire ones. By a wonderful providence, every feather, 
except tiiofe of’ the wings and tail, becomes double ; a downy one 
fhooting out at the bale of each, as exprefTed in the plate, wliich 
gives an acklitional protedtion againft the cold. In the latter end 
of February ^ the fummer plumage begins to appear firfl: about the 
rump, in form of brown flumps *, the firft rudiments of the coat 
they afTume in the warm feafon, when each feather is fingle, fuit- 
able to the time, I ought to have obferved before, that the Spot- 
ted Grous alfo clianges its fingle for double feathers at approach 
of winte r, notwithllanding it undergoes no change of color. 

The Weight of this Ipccies is twenty-four ounces : its Length 
fixteen inches and a quarter : Extent twenty-three. 

Thefe birds are met with round the globe, witliin and without 


Drages Voy, ii. 9, 


die 



W II I T E G R O U S. 

the arEftc circle, and as high as lat. -ji, in tlie countries round Had- 
Jon's Bay, and as low as Ne-wfoundland in Norway ■, perhaps in the 
N. of the Ruffian dominions in Europe*, and certainly in Nfia all 
over Sihiria, as far as Kamfjehatka, and in the illands vdiich lie be- 
tween that country and /Imcrica. Finally, they abounti in Lap'uvid 
And Iceland ; and I repeat, with certainty, that Norway lias fupplicd 
me witli this fpecies, whic’i was fent to me by the late Mr. Fkifd>e>\ 
of Copenhagen, along with tire lefier kind, wliich j)roved to be tlte 
iivme with the White Grous of tlic Jios, and t!ie Jdaninmi of tire 
ilighlands of Scotland, Each of the varieties ot the Nor-iveffnt 
birds were in their lunimer drefs; and differed moil inatcriaily in 
fize as well as color, the one being in all refpeds like tlie Amerkan 
kind : the lefier agreed in every point with that wliich I defci ibe, 
N” 95, voi. i. of my Britiff Zoology. 

The natives diflinguiflr the kinds. The larger, which inluibits 
fbrefts, is ftyled by them Skoi-v Rype, or the Wood Grous ; the 
Idler, which lives in the mountains, is called FiNd Rype, or tiic 
Mountain Grous f. They all burrow under the fhow ; and fornt 
extenfive walks beneath. Tltcre they feed, efpecially in Lapland, 
on the feeds of the dwarf birch ;{:, and in the leaibn on variety of 
berries of mountain plants. During w'inter they are taken and 
brought to Betgen by thoulands ; are half roalled, and put into 
firkins, and tranfported to other countries .§. 

The lefier variety is not unknown in America, The fort I'-erc 


361 


Nor WAV. 


N 0 R V/ h <i I A N « 

1) t r [ N G U i S fS 
TWO KiiNDS- 


» The feathers of the Rujjtan kind, wbichfoever it was, in early times, aboat 
Pechora, were an article of commerce, and were fold for two pence ol their money 
Pood, or 381b. Purchas, ii. 536. 

f The White Grous inhabits indiflercntly woods, mountains, piatus, .and 

marlhes. The Brtujh fpccics or variety is in Riffu about half the Jize oi tlie hthtrcun 
kind. 

I Fl. Lap. 268. § Fonteppidan, ii. 9::. 
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defcribed is found in amazing quantities, eipecially about Hud/on^s 
Bay, where they breed in all parts along the coafts, make their nefts 
on dry ridges on the ground, and lay from nine to eleven eggs, 
powdered \vith black. 

This is the only fpecies of Grous in North America to which 
Providence hath given that warm protection to its feet, evidently 
to fecure them againft the cold of their winter lodgings : anth as 
they are greatly fought after by Eagles, Owls, and other birds of 
prey, a fine provifion is made for their fafety, by the change of co- 
lor, which renders them not to be dillinguillred from the fnow they 
lie on. 

Every morning they take a flight into the air direftly upwards, 
to Ihake the fnow from their wings and bodies. They feed in the 
mornings and evenings, and in the middle of the day bafle in the 
fun. In the morning they call to one another with a loud note, 
interrupted ; feeding in the intervals, and calling again. 

In the beginning of October, they affemble in flocks of two hun- 
dred, and live much among the willows, the tops of which they eat ; 
whence they are called Willow Partridges. About the beginning of 
December they appear in lefs plenty, retiring from the flats about the 
fettlements on Hudjon's Bay to the mountains, where in that month 
the fnow is lefs deep than in the lowlands, to feed on cranberries 
and other berries In Greenland they refort in fummer to the 
mountains for the fake of the crowberries f, which they eat even 
with the leaves of the plant. In winter they defeend to the fltore-s, 
where the winds fweep the fnow off the rocks, and enable them to 
pick up a fuftenance. 

They are an excellent food, and much fearched after by the Eu- 
ropeans in Hudjon's Bay. They are generally as tame as chickens, 

* Dra^i\< Foy. i. 174. 

* 64, 75- 


t EropetrumNigrum.— SeeC«»/K.G/w«/- i. 

efpecially 
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tfpeclally in a mild day : fometimcs they are rather wild ; but by 
being driven about, or Ibot at witli powder, they grow fo weary, 
by the fhoit flights they take, as loon to become very tame asjain. 
Sometimes the hunters, when they fee the birds likely to take along 
flight, imitate the crying of a Hawk, which intimidates thetn lo 
much, that they inllantly fettle. When the female is killed, the 
male can fcarcely be forced from the body of its mate 

The ufual method of taking them is in nets made of twine, twen- 
ty feet fquare, fitftened to four poles, and fupported in front in a 
perpendicular diredion with flicks. A long line is faflened to thefe 
props, the end of which is held by a perfon who lies concealed at a 
diftance. Several people are then employed to drive the birds 
within reach of the net, whicli is then pulled down, and often covers 
at one haul fifty or feventy. At this time they are fo jflcntiful, 
that ten thoufand are taken for the ufe of the fcttlement from lVo~ 
vemher to the end of Apil. In former days, they mull have been 
infinitely more nuimn'ous ; for Sir fhomas Button relates, that when 
he wintered there in 1612, he took eighteen hundred dozens of 
thefe and other fowl f : but this is a trifle to the fuccefs of M. Jc- 
remie, who afierts, that thei'C were eaten in one winter, between 
himfelf and feventy-nine others, ninety thoufand Grous, and twenty - 
five thoufand Rabbets 

I’he Laplanders take them by forming a hedge with die boughs 
of birch-trees ; leaving fmall openings at certain intervals, and 
hang in each a fnare. The birds are tempted to come and feed on 
the buds or catkins of the birch ; and whenever they endeavour to 
pafs through the openings they are inftantly caught. 

** Fawj. Grce»L p. 117. t Quoted iti Fox, 2:^. 

t Rccucilde Fij. au NerJ. iii. 34|. 
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ROCK, AND GREAT GROUS. 

J^OCK Gr. With a black line from the bill to the eye. In 
all other parts of the plumage of the fame colors with the 
White, N“ 183 ; but inferior in fize by one third. 

DilFers in nature. Feeds on the tops of fmall birch. Frequents 
only the dry rocky grounds, and the larch plains. Makes a fingu- 
lar fnoring noife, with its neck ftreched out, and feemingly with 
difficulty. Is very numerous in the northern parts of Fludfon's Bay 
and never vifits die fouthern end, except in very hard weather 
Never takes fhclter in the woods, but fits on the rocks, or burrows 
in the fnow. Is inferior in goodnefs to the preceding. 



n. Great Grous, Bv. ZdoL i. K® 92. 

Tctraonis alterum Genu.?, PHnii, lib. x. c. 22. 

I'ctrao urogallus Kjader, Fann. Suec, lOO.^Lalham. 

La 'Fetraj, ou Ic grand Coq de Bruycre, De Bujforiy ii. 191. tab, w^PL £j.!. 73, /q. 


With head, neck, and back croficd with flendcr iiiies of 
black and grey ; upper part of the breaft glolTy green : tail 
black ; the feathers on eacli fide fpotted with white : legs featliercd : 
toes naked and peftinated. Length two feet eight : Weight 
fometimes fourteen pounds. 

Lengtli of tlie female only two feet two : color ferruginous and 
black, difpofed generally in bars. 


Notwith* 



GREAT GROUS. 

Notwithftanding the opinions of Limuus and the Count De 
Buffon, this fpecies is unknown in North America. Its moft fouth- 
erly habitation, as far as I can difcover, is the Archipelago, it being 
found in the idands of Crete and of Milo. One war, {hot in the 
laft, perched on ,a palm-tree, on whofe fruit it probably fed. 1 
fufped that it does not extend into Afia Minor ; for Docbor Rujell 
does not enumerate it among the Syrian birds. As the ‘Tetrao, 
which Athenceus * calls a fort of Phealant, was found in the antienc 
Mledia, it nray ftill be met with in the noithern part of Perfia. If 
Ariftotle intends this fpecies by the words P'etrix and Our ax f , it was 
likewife found in Greece ; but he applies diofe names only to a bird 
which lays its eggs on the grafiy ground, and (ays ‘no more. 

Piiny gives a far clearer defcription of the Pelraoms of Italy. 
Decet Tetraonas Juiis nitor, ahjolutaque nipltia, in Jnperciliic cocci 
rubor. This certainly means only the cock of the Black Grous % 
which is diftinguilhed by the intenfe blacknefs and the brilliant 
glofs of its plumage, as well as by its fcarlet eyebrows, which is 
common to it and the Wood Grous ; which lall is the fpecies de- 
feribed by the ancient naturalift ; truly in fome refpebts, hyperbo- 
licaily in others. lie fays it is of the fize of a Vulture, and not un- 
like it in color Both thefe aflertions approach the truth ; for 
the upper part of the body has a dtifley or footy look, nor unlike 
that of the Vulture of the yUps. But when he fpeaks of its being 
the heavieft bird next to the Oftrich, we fee plainly he goes beyond 
all bounds. 

It is a fpecies found in moft parts of the wmoded and mounta- 
nous countries of Awrepe, and extends even to the ardic Lapmark^z 
is common in Rujjia and Sibiria in the lall are found greater and 
lelTer varieties. It is found even as lar as Kanitfchatka. 

* Lib, xiv. p. ^’54- t LVJl. An, lib. vi. c. J. 

«. 22 . § Lesms, 241 . 
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S P U R I O U S G R O U S. 

The Great Grous is very cafily tamed, if taken young, and is 
fed with corn. The males, in a domeftic ftate, emit the fame note 
all the year, which in a wild ftate they only ufe in the feafon of 
love. When a cock of this fpecies is ftiot in the woods, its widows 
are heard to utter a note inexpreflibly miferable at their lols. In 
the love feafon the females have been found fo greatly overpowered 
with the all-ruling paflion, as to lay themfelves on the ground, fo- 
liciting the company of the males, with their ufual note ; and fo 
intent on the expected joys, as to neglect their own fafety fo much, 
that the peafants have adtuaUy taken them up in their hands, — 
Mr. Oedma}!, 


B. S.-'UR!0U3 Gr. Tctrao HybriJus. Racklehane. RoJIagis Roflare> Fauiu Suec^ 

20 1 » 

qR. With a fpotted breaft and forked tail. In fize equal to the 
hen of the preceding. Is mucli fcarcer, more timid, and its 
note very different. 

The Spurious Grous, or Racklehanen of the Swedes, is a breed 
between the cock oftlie Black Grous, and a female of the Great Grous , 
its note partakes of both fpecies. It is reftlefs, conftandy moving 
from tree to tree ; is therefore hated by fportftnen, as it gives other 
birds notice of their approach. This variety is well figured by 
DoClor Sparman, in his Mujeum Carljonianum, tab. xv. — P. 

The cock of die Black Game has been known in Sweden to 
cover the common domeftic Hen, -wliich did produce a barren 
Ijiurious breed. 


C, 
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black gkou s. 


c. BtACK Grous, i. N<’93. 

I’etrao i”*, Plmi. 

I'etrao Tetrix, One, Faun. Saec. N°202. 

Le Petit Tctras, ou Cbq de Bruycre a queue forchue, 

J72> *73' 


DeBuJvti, ii. 210 — FhFnl. 


^ R. With a white fpot on the flioulders, and white vent fea- 
^ thers: reft of the plumage of a full black, glofl'ed with blue: 
tail much forked, exterior feathers curling outwards. Weight 
near four pounds. Length one foot ten inches. 

Female weighs but two pounds. The tail is (lightly forked and 
fliort ; the colors ruft, black, and cinereous. 

Inhabits Europe, as high as Lapland: extends ov^r Ruffta and Si- 
liria, as far as birch-trees grow, of the catkins and buds of which 
it is very fond. Feeds much on the populus baljamifera *, which 
gives its (lelh a fine flavor. In northern Europe, this and the laft 
fpecies live during fummer on whortle- berries, and feed their young 
with gnats. 

The Black Grous in the winter-time fills its craw with the cat- 
kins of the bircli, before it retires under the fnow ; and by this 
means can fuftain life feven days without any other food.— Mr. 
Oedman. 

In fummer the males perch on trees, and animate the forefts 
with their crowing. In winter they lie on the ground, become 
buried in the fnows, and form walks beneath, in which they often 
continue forty days f. They are at prefent taken in fnares j but 
in Lapland were formerly (hot with arrows 


* The Taccamahacca of North America.—Catefiy, 5 . 34. 
iv. 551. t Qkui Gmt. Seftr. lib. xix. c. 13. 
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P r A R M I G A N G R O U S. 


During winter, there is at prefent a very fingular way of taking 
ih.c Black Grous in Sibiria, In the open forefts of birch, a cer- 
tain number of poles are placed horizontally on forked flicks : 
by way of allurement, fmall bundles of corn are placed on them ; 
and not remote, are fet certain tall baflcets of a conic fltape, with 
the broadeft part tippermoft : within the mouth is placed a fmall 
wheel, through which palles an axis fixed fo nicely as to admit 
it to play very readily, and permit one fide or the other, on the 
lead touch, to drop down, and again recover its fituation. The 
Black Grous are foon attrafted by the corn on the horizontal 
poles ; firfl' alight on them, and after a ikort repaft fiy to the balkets, 
attempt to fettle on their tops, when the wheel drops fideways, 
and they fill headlong into the trap, whicii is fornctimes found 
half full. 

D. PTAaMiCAK, Br. Zool i. N“ 91;. 

'I'etrao I-agopus. Sued- Snoripa. Lippis Cheruna, Faun. Succ, N® 203, 

Lc Lagoptiie, De Bmjon, ii. 264. tab. ix. 

G''- With the head, neck, back, fcapulars, and fbme of the 
coverts of the wings, marked with narrow lines of black, afli- 
color, and tuft, intermixed with fome white : wings and belly white : 
outmoft feathers of the tail black ; thofe of the middle cinereous, 
mottled widi black, and tipt with white. The male has a black 
fpot between the bill and the eye; wliich in the female is 
fcarcely vifible. One which I weighed in Scotland was nineteen 
ounces. Another weighed by Mr, Ray, in the Grifons country, 
only fourteen. It regularly changes its colors at approacli of 
winter, 

Inliabits 

i 

/ 



R E H U S A K G R 0 U S. 

Inhabits Greenland^ Iceland, Lapland, all Scandinavia, and Rujfta ; 
bur I believe does not extend to Sibiria or KamtJ'cbalka. Tliis, 
froin its haunts, is called by the IRorviegians, li^elde Rype, or Moun- 
tain Grous. But in Ruffia it inhabits indifferently woods, moun- 
tains, plains, and.marlhes. Its feathers were formerly an article of 
commerce. It is taken among die Laplanders, by the lame llrata- 
gem as the White Grous, N" 183. 

The Grcmlandcrs catch it in nooles hunt',' to a long fuie, drawn 
between two men, dropping them o\'er die neck of this fiily 
bird. They fometimes kill it with Hones ; but of late oftener by 
fliooting. It is faid, that when the female is killed the male un- 
willingly deierts the body *, 

The Gmnlanders eat it eithci- drcfleJ, or half rotten, or raw, 
with ieals lard. The intcliines, eipecialiy thofe next to the rum]), 
and frefli drawn, are reckoned great delicacies. They alio mix 
the contents with frefh train-oil and berries ; a luxury frequent 
.among thefe people. I'he Heins make a ivarm and comfortable 
Hurt, with the feathers placed next to the body. 'I'he women for- 
merly ufed the black feathers of the tail as ornaments to their head - 
dreffcSc 


1’ , R H H us A K . Montin, in Ad, Phyftngr. Lund. i. 5 50. 

I^R, With neck ruff- colored, fpotted with black: back and 
coverts of tail black, varied with rudy dreaks : bread divided 
from the lower part of the neck by a dark fhade ; red of the bread 
and vent w'hite ; the hen fpotted with yellow : primaries white : 
tail black ; end whitifli : thighs white, with fome ruily Ipots ; legs 

♦ Faiari'-^sr'CH!, n;. 

VoL. I. 3 ffat'mrcd 


Place* 



HAZEL GROUS. 


feathered to the toes : toes naked, covered with large brown fcales. 
Size of a fmall Hen. 

Place, Inhabits both the woods and alps of Lapland, Lays thirteen or 

fourteen reddifh eggs, marked with large brown fpots. When 
difturbed, flies away with a loud noife, like a coarfe laugh. The 
Keron^ or common Ptarmigan, on the contrary, is* filent. The 
Keren inhabits the Jlps only. 

f. Hazel GkJVUI. On:, i;^. 

Tetrao bonafia* Hiarpe, Faun. Suec. N® 204. 

La Gelinotce, Dd Bufon, iL 233. tab. vii . — PL Enl 474, 475, 

R. With the chin black, bounded with white ; head and up- 
per part of the neck croflTed with dufky and cinereous lines ; 
behind each eye a white line; coverts of wings and fcapulars fpot- 
ted with black and ruft-color : breall and belly white, marked with 
bright bay fpots ; feathers of the tail mottled with alb and black 
and, except the two middlemoft, croflTed with a broad Angle bar 
of black: legs feathered half way down. Female wants the black 
Size, fpot on the chin, and white ftroke beyond the eyes. Its fize fupe- 

rior to an Englijh Partridge. 

Pi,icE, Inhabits the birch and hazel woods of many parts of Europe^ as 

high as the diocefe of Drontheim, and even Lapland * j and is not 
unfrequent in the temperate parts. PaulJen-\ fays that it migrates 
into the fouth of Iceland in Jprilt and departs in Septemher ? It lays 
from twelve to twenty eggs : perches iifually in the midft of a tree : 
is attraded by a pipe, imitative of its voice, to the nets of the 

Laj}L ijS, ^ C^talogud of h Band Birds ^ MS. 

/ ‘ fportfmen, 
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HAZEL GROUPS. 

\ 

Iportfmen, who lie concealed in a hovel *. Is excellent meat, in- 
fomuch that the Hungarians call it ‘Tjchajarmadary or the bird of 
Ctejary as if it was only fit for the table of the E'mperor. Is found 
in moft parts of the Ruffian dominions with the Ptarmigan, but grows 
fcarcer towards the eaft of Sibiria. 

♦ Geftur Av* Z JO. 
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XVII. PARTRIDGE. Gen, Birds, XXXVIL 


Amcriian P.irtridge, ClaHon, Ph. Tr. ah-iJg. iii. 1 40.— Crt/tj/?')-, 

place XU.— Du Pmt.z, ii. S6. 

Tetrao V irginianiis, Lin. S\A. 2*7, 

Lc Perurix d’Amcrique, Btxjfnn, i. 231.— Et de la Nouvcile Angleterrc, 21^.— De 
Bujon, ii. 44.7. 


P With white clict'ks and throat, bounded iiy a line of black on 
• all fidcs, and rnarked with another pacing beneath each eye : 
bread: whitifh, prettily marked with kniicircular fpois of black : 
upper part of the bt'caft, coveits of Avings, fcaptiiars, and coverts 
of tail, bright bay, edged with imall black and white f[)ots: fcapii- 
iars iVrijX'd vvitli ycllowaih white : jarimaries and tail of a light 
ai1t-colur. 

I’lie head of the female agrees in the white marks of die male, 
hut the boundaries arc ferruginous. There is a!fb more red on the 
bi'eall:. In other refpefts tiie colors nearly correfpond. In Size, 
above half as big again as the linglijh (^lail. 

.Frequent from Canada to the molt fouthern parts of North Ame- 
rica^ perhytps to Mexico. Are great Ineeders, and are fecnin covies 
of fou;- or five and tw'entv. Breed the latter end ol April, or be - 
ginning of May. Colled', towards the beginning o( 'June, in great 
floek,s, and take to the cnclutrds, where they perch when ilillurbed. 
Feed much on buck- wheat ; grow fat, and arc excellent meat. Mi- 
grate from No"ja Scotia, at approach of wintcrpto the fouthern pro- 
vinces ; but numbers refide in the latter tlrCwhole year. Tire n.uiles 
have a note twice repeated, which tj^'y emit, while the females arc 



COMMON PARTRIDGE. 

fitting, ufually perched on a rail or gate. Make a vaft noife with 
the wingJi when they arife. 

Of late tliey have been introduced into Jamaica ; are naturalized 
to the climate, and increafe greatly in a wild Hate ; and, as I am 
informed, breed in that warm climate twice in the year. 



^ Common P/iRTRiDCt;. Tetrao Percllx. Rnpphonn. Faun, Suec, 205^ 

Lii .Perdrix Grifc, Da Bnffvnt ii. 401 .—- /V. Enl, 27 . 

JNHABITS as high as Sivedeir, but has not yet reached Nor- 
way*. Found in die weft, and all the temperate parts of Rtijfui 
and Sitnria, and even beyond lake Baikal, where it winters about 
fteep rocky mountains expofed to the fun, and vdiere the fnow lies 
left. 

During winter, in Sweden it burrows beneath the fnow; and the 
wliole covey retires tlierc, leaving a I'piracle at each end ot their 
lodge. 

O 
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B. Qt'AJt.1 Br, Zocf. i. N® ^'j.-^Wachtel, Faun. Suec. N* 206.— Lev, Mus.— J l. Mus, 

J S found no further north than Sweden. It appears there in the 
beginning of the leafing month ( May ) ; and is neither heard or 
fcen there in autumn or winter, unlefs it lliould, as Linnms fup- 
pofes, migrate to the fouthern province, or Sehcnent or retire to the 
Ukraine, IVallachia, &c*. 

Quails fwarm fo greatly, at the time of their migration, about 
the Dniper, and in the fouth of Ruffia, that tliey are caught by 
thoufands, and fent to Mojcow and Peterjlurgh in caiks. They 
are common in all parts of Great Partary, but in .S'/i'/m only in 
the fouth, as their paflage is hindered by the lofty fnowy mountains, 
ft is faid they winter beneath the fnowj and in great frofts, to be 
found torpid in the Ant-hills. Beyond lake Baikal, the quails ex- 
adly refemble thofe of Europe, but are quite mute. Thefe are ufed 
by the Cbineje in fighting, as we do Cocks, 

* Afnccn, Acad, iv* 592. 
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NORTON SOUND, AND LESSER BUSTARD. 
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XVIII. BUSTARD. Gen. Birds, XXXIX. 

I Am forty that I have it not in my power to do more than afcer- 
tain that a bird of the Bustard genus is found in Nerth Ame- 
rica. Captain King was fo obliging as to inform me, that he faw 
on the plains near Norton Sound, N. lat. 64 great flocks of a 
large kind. They were very (by ; ran very fall, and for a confidera- 
ble way before they took wing ; fo that he never could get one (hot. 

I often meet with the word Qutarde, or Buftard, among the 
French voyagers in North America ; but believe it to be always ap- 
plied to a fpecies of Gooi'e. 

The Great Buftard, Br. Zool i. N® 98, is frequent over all the 
defert of Fartary, and beyond lake Baikal. Is a folitary bird ; but 
collefts into fmall flocks at the time of its fouthern migration, and 
winters about AJtracan *. 



A. Lesser Bustard, Br. ZooL i. N® 99* 

Tetrao Tetrax, Faun. Suec, N® 196. 

La Pedte Outarde, ou h Cane-petiere, De Bujfon, li. E?il, 10, L«v.. 

Mus, 


jg With crown, b'ccjk, fcapulars, and coverts of the wings, ferru- 
* ginous and black ; orimaries black at their ends, white at 
their bottoms j the fccondarlosi^quite white : neck black, marked 

* Exirdtic^ 143 . 


j86. Norton 
Sound. 
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LESSER BUSTARD. 

near the top and Mttom with a white circle ; brcaft and belly white ; 
middle feathers of the tail crolTed'with mft and black, the reft white. 
Female entirely ferruginous and black, except wings and belly. 
Size of a Pheafant. 

Appears in Siveden rarely in the fpring; not traced further north. 
Very frequent in the fouthern and fouth-weft plains oi Rujfia, and 
in fmall flocks when it migrates. Continues a good way into the 
deferts of Tartary j but is never feen in Sibiria, 


END OP THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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